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Campaignf of the JMke of MnvJJkprough. 
46sjr'jpU7l5. -//'; ; - 
Peath of William 11!. £}d ABcejsiwtof Quee^An^e— Battle of 
Blenheim— HoQOQi^'ji^td ^ the Duke of M«jil«rt»ngh— Ao? 
count of Marshal TaHard^Battle of Ramilies^Effcct* «>/ di*- 
appointed aml^ltion in the French king*— Battle of Oudenarde-*" 
siege of lisle— Battle of Wynendale—Biograp1iici|l Account 
of Prince Euge^p ^ ^and the Duke of Marlborough* *''\, 
"-• "-» — " j" ••• ' 

• • ^ • ■' " -' ^ . 

We are nowr 'aYrliTccI at a period a« briljiattV »fl milt* 
iary talents and stiCcejBi as dny part of 1he'%4fdi>( annah, 
owing to the extrabcakiarir abilities r;3in^^&vobrabIe for* 
tune of the subject by whos^'naine they; are diatingoished* 
Indeed as we approach oar owh'times we shall be natu- 
rally led, by the superior information arising from the 
approximation of events, to a closer obseryatioa of those 
who have attuned to distinction in arms ; when thai 
national justice, which will be found prodigal of grati- 
tude to all who deserve well of their country, will render 
less wonderful that surpTisang elevation by which the 
duke of Mdrlborough, from the ordinary condition of a 
private subject, became little less than the sovereign 
of Britain, and more than the conqueror of Europe^ 

To prevent the accession of the dauphin to the throne 
ot Spain» then vacant, and thereby preserve the balance 
of European power, which would have been endanger* 
c 4 by so vast an acquisition to France, the emperor 
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king of England, and the states -general, entered into* 
treaty, called from its »raportance> the grand alliance, 
and the ErtgHsh monarch prepared to' give life to the 
whole ; when | fall from his horse put an end to Ms ca^ 
reer, and deprived the British nation of the greatest 
prince of European the year 17Q2. ^ 

Of William IIL it would be useless, in our confined 
limits, to pronouiK^oa^eneral <oharacter,whose eulogy has: 
been longand powerYtilly declared, and to whom we ovye 
the const it utiqck -of tbings as we^ present enjoy them.. 
. This pOMrgrTul^monarch was^desct'oded from the an-^ 
cient house of Nassau, (which had aWeady given an em- 
peror, to Germany, in the person ^Adblphus count of 
Nassau}[;. !»e was great grand-^on of Williaih I. prince of 
Orange, ^?\ho founded the republic of iiie United Fro*^ 
vince*s,^tfie most powerful in Europe; and. son to Henry 
Frededc,\by.^ry the daughteiLof Ctoirles I. of Eng* 
land. He t»ine rn^O, the world mK&er*many disadvan-^ 
tages, haviltig^'/r^m ihe circan>stai>ees''of his birth, occa^ 
sioned prematurely l)y the. fright of his mother on the 
death of his father (in 16^9') a very inferior constitution, . 
and, from the incumbrances on his revenue, and the dts-^ 
putes of his father with ihe^ states, extremely embar* 
rassed aiairs. Added to this, that himself, at the inw ' 
stance of Cromwell, was compelled to renounce the- 
Stadtholdersbip, and be content with the dignity of cap-^ 
tain-general of the United Provinces. Alter a long 
struggle, however^ in which he in vain solicited the* 
assistance of his maternal ancle Charles II. he conquer* 
cd his political enemies, was made hereditary Stadtb«lder,. 
^ith accession of powef,and De Wit, {jne Dutch minis- 
ter, who bad procured his exclusion^ ws^s torn ia pieces ^ 
by the mob. This reverse had been well earned by the 
—•nee, whose natural talents (although checked even m 
jducation by the 'prejudices of the Dutch govern- 
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«k«T]i) and'personal prowess, . h^()« even in bisadversity, 
xeiflsloted hisrcountry in the possession which had been 
violated 'by France, and paralyzed (he efforts of 
Lewis the Great, iq his advances to universal mo- 
narchy^ 

In 1672, daring the negociations of Nimeguen, the 
prjoce. cai^e Iq England a second time (having before 
iK^licited in per^n of Charles II. the pay ment of monies 
advanced to him, in exile, by his father) and married the 
princess Mary his cqusin, daughter of the 'dnke of York, 
afterwards James II. much against the inclmattpn of 
Catholic Eucope. .Neither his marriage, nor any other 
consideratton, however, could make him abandon his 
connexions on the continent, with whom he continued 
most gallantly, but with unequal success, to oppose the 
power and itisolence of France, till at length the reyoKi- 
tiDn.orEQglai^ enable him, to make a more serious 
stand, jifftt at. the moment when his territories were 
about 'ti> be invaded with a ibrc^ which promised their 
•peedy sa^to^ion« 

King WfUsaai was ihtftyrnine years of age at the re* 
nolstion in 46Sft;'Qn Ihedth of November, in which 
year ^e wasjeidwned. He .was therefore at a time of 
life admirably iciaij^ed tor i|iisti^W! acquisition, of power^ 
and /Hd/'^cit Iqi^ linger. irqm^tbef favourite object of his 
heat-t, thbreductioQi^ofFjeHohtgretitn^s. It was to this 
f{HrU' tba^ -wccweredndebled foribe exertions we have 
seeb^and eRr«nrilo8e>iv<hich ix>lIow. F'or, although, dead 
l^sgreatmonaitl^^iglrttbe yet.su pposed to act* and 
how well his Q^ect was attained) will be shortly seen* 
V. This Prinqe is^cbargediwith a neglect in his govern- 
ment at >bovib^.4iif. the pursuit of a > continental wxt, 
and with having. ire£rbdi»ced an ebcpedient system of 

▼OL. If. B ^ polir 
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poUcj, which does noia1waj:«rdg!ird the Interests ofhn^ 
ttiamty ; he has been ccmfiictered by sdme as at(aining» 
indirectly, a power OMxre absolute thtffi that to whfch the 
tnateUne of Stuart was sacrificed, and 4ind0rval»ing ft 
after it was obtained, with a sullen disinclination to cons- 
ceal his waot at attachment to hh Enghsh subjects. It 
is not to oar purpose to controvert the^e charges, since 
no one has attei^pted to deny his in at tiat* prowess, -and 
to htm we are indebted for the blessings at presettt en* 
joyed under the mild, yet powerful government of hut 
descendafits. 

The following anecdotes are consonant with our f^an^ 
though the aflfairiB in which they occurred were not so^ 
having happened long previous to his aceessson to the 
British throne. 

At the battle of Seneffe, which gained bim decttW^ 
credit with his countrymen, he diorged, himself, in a w 
riety of places, with too great a neglect Df^his? pers6h on 
which so much depended. He was once engaged 
amongst a body of French, when thinking them his own ^ 
Rien, he bade then charge, and was answered they had 
no more powder. Discover i ng bis mistake in an instaht^ 
ke flew from them, and brought up a body of hiisewn 
army to charge them> and they were tfuickly touted* 

At the battle of Montca^sd, altera isharp drspuie^ Iba 
irsi regiment of Dutch infantry, begadi itobfcak.: TbcJ 
priace rallied them several times, :bat«wa9 at lasl borm 
down by the flight of his men, whom faaiwas fiorc^d ttt 
resist like enemies. He fell in among them wisih jWei4 
ix) hand, and cutting the first acifoss the foc^y cried aIoud» 
«Ra?cal, rilseta mark on thee at least, that I faiay 
faatig thee afterwards." He was, carried by the tofreo* 
^ the ruu-a ways totte rest of his ^troops* which yet 

made 
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made a^siuDd* aod with these be acoapplished a retreat 
that came little short of a vk . y. 

William IIL died in March 1702, aged 51, and was 
Sttoceeded by bk sist^erMn-lawi qaeen Ann, a princes* of 
amiable disposition and coufteous manners. The firsft 
pafft of her reign*^ which accords with our purpose, i^ 
the QK>st splendid event of her second year. 

THJE BATTLE OF BLENHEIM^ 

From the eircani stances already described, nothing 
could be more deplorable than the situation to which 
the emp^rOr Leopold was reduced, in the beginning of 
the year 1704. The siege of Vienna, his capita), was 
on the one side threatened by the French and Bavarians 
and on the other by the prince Ragotsky, at the head of 
rlie Hungarians, fighting for their liberty, sopported by 
the treasure of France, as well as Tarkey. in this 
dreadfol ^inergenpy, by the advice .of prince Eugene. 
^e emperor implored the assistance of her Britannic ma- 
jeity, and the duke of Marlborough explained to her the 
necessity of undertaking his relief. The plan was ap« 
proved of by the British ministry ; and had not the Eng- 
lish general' marched to the relief of the emperor, it is 
probable the house of Austria would havci been entirely 
ruined. 

He forced his way through the enemy *8 lines, after a 
, bloody contest, took Donawert, passed the Danube, and 
hid Bavaria under contribution. Mareschal Villeroi, 
who attempted to follow him when he began his march* 
presently lost sight of him, till he heard of the victory of 
Donawert. Marlborough was resolved that prince 
Louis of Baden, who was with him at Donawert, should 
B 2 undertake-- 
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In these circumstances it was thought a veryiiazardoas 
enterprize toattack so numerous an army in^o advanla* 
geous a post, which the confederates could not approach 
but by filling ofr,and by passing, in view of tbejenemy^ 
a marshy rivulet, wliich could not be done in good or- 
der. But on the other hand, there seemed to be an in- 
dispensable necessity for falling immediately upon the 

- enemy, befcye they had time to fortify themselves in 
that post ; for not only the confederate army would have 
wanted forage rmuch sooner than Ingoldstadt could have 
bee n taken, but the generaU had very^ good information 
from intercepted letters that the Mareschal fie ViHerpi 
bad orders to leave M. Coigni, in the camp ne^r Offen- 
burg, wiih a body of troops, sufficient to keep ihpse of 

^ the allies within the lines of Biehl, and was ready with- 
the remainder of the army, to.makc an irruption into the 
country of Wurtemburg. That army, might then have 
acted Jn concert with the elector of Bavaria^ and have, 
been reinforced by detachments from the prince's army, 
to fall afterwards on the rear of the lines of Biiehl ; sa 
tlial thereby the Frencb armies would iiave established a 
free communication from the Rhine to the Danube, and 
would have forced all to submit to them as far as the 
Mayne. In the mean (ii^ne the elector /fom his cam|^ 
at Hochstet, might have ruined a great part of the circi,^ 
of Franconia, and have brought Uungsto.lhatpass^ thai 
tl\e auxiliaries^ under the duke of Marlborough^, wauld 
not have been able ta find either subsistence or wintec 
quarters on the Danube^ and in the ' upper Germany t 
though, on tke other baad,, that great and seasonable 
supply could not have left the ecppire., in, ihe^ winter 
without exposing it to the b^inJ^^oi^ ^u^ji fcom i^hich. 

tbex 
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they had hiely happily retrieved itj and without leaving a 
very great superiority to the enemy. Some allege another 
leason, viz. that in caseofa victory^ of which his grace 
Vi'as pretty conHdeut, he was now out of all danger of 
^ny part of the honour of it being attributed to prince 
Louis's conduct, that of the victory of Dona wert having 
been (though unjustly) almost ascribed to him by some 
who made it their business to depreciate the duke^s me* 
Tif, when the last pretence was to be ibund^ though 
never so far stretched. 

Tliese (without considering the last-mentioned) were 
prevalent arguments to engage the dgke of Marlbo- 
rough and prince Eugene to hazard a battle, though un- 
der great disadvantages, yet there were not wanting 
those, who accused these two great generals of rashness 
in the attempt, and insinuated that they would not have 
been sufficieat to have excused them, had success beei> 
wanting. The English (say they in particular) would 
vol Lave pardoned tlie duke for hazarding the lives of 
their countrymen, In favour of the imperialists. But here 
these remarks seem to be under an. undeniable mistake, 
for we certaiulj^ were in an humour, at that time, to have 
sacrificed more in favour of that court. It is indeed 
true, . thai success generally covers a rash action, and, 
on the contrary, a miscarriage is as often the cause' 
that temerity is not forgiven- The grounds, however, 
^pon whigh these arguments were founded, se^ra in- 
comes tibb; and they had their due weight with our 
^eoferals* > For that very night,., all necessary prepa- 
rations were made for the "attack, and the baggage 
was «cnt to |leeUijQ£en> a village between Mtti>ster and 
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In the mean tlffle^ teventi general officers came and 
represented to th$ duke of Marlboroogh the difficulties 
of the design in thetr most lively coh>urs ; but they had 
no effect in his steady resoltitioh, which he had not 
ixed without weighing every circumstance and the con- 
sequences which might or could possibly attend them. 
He knew that the post, which the enemy possessed, was 
capable of being put, in a very short time, out of all dan- 
ger of future attacks. He duly considered that even a 
defeat itself could hardly be more fatal' than lying still 
and doing nothing. On the other hand, the glory of a 
victory, which he had in view, and which; from the expe* 
rience of the' bravery of the troops under his command, 
led by the officers of the most consummate judgment 
and valour, was alone capable to dispel those clouds of 
diffidence, however just, in the minds'of men of a less 
enlightened genius, and understanding. He therefore 
told them he was sensible of all these difficulties, but the 
attempt was absolutely necessary ; upon which the or- 
ders which were distributed through the whole army» 
were received with such alacrity and chearfulness, aa 
gave a happy presage of the glorious success that fol- 
lowed. ' \ 

It plainly' appeared, by every circumstance of the 
duke's behaviour, antecedent to this brilliant action, that 
he was resolved either to conquer or die in the attempt ; 
and (to his eternal honour be it said) a ItttJe hefire the 
hattk he devoted himself with great solemnity to th ' 
Almtghj Lard and Rukr cflhsts, m presence of his chap- 
lain, and received the sacrament. And no less memo- 
rable and praiseworthy- is what his grace is reported ta 
have said after the battle, viz. That he believed he had 
prayed. mere that day than all tbe chaplains in the arm^^. 

The. 
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Tbe confederate army had 52 pieces of cannon, and 
consisted of 66 battalions and 178 squadrons, which 
might amount to 50 or 52,000 men- That of the enemy 
was near 60,000 stroi^, consisting of 82 battalions and 
160 squadrons, with 90 (or as some say lOO) pieces of 
cannon, eight of which were twenty-four pounders. 
Their right wing was. coromanded by lite mareschal de 
Taliard, and made up of the army he had brought to the 
elector^s assistance, consisting of sixty squadrons and 
forty battalions of the Eest troops of France. On the 
left was the elector with the Bavarians, and the mare- 
schal dcMarsin, with the French troops uodei his com- 
iDand. / 

This bloody aad decisive battle merits a particular at- 
tention, and we shall be as minute «s possible. The 
French generals have been censured for many blunders, 
the principal of which was their bringing their army un- 
der the necessity of fighting, instead of suFering the 
enemy to be consumed for want of forage, and giving 
ihareschal Viileroi time to fail upon the unguarded J^e- 
iherlands, or march into Germany. But in answer to 
this reproach, we must consider that the French being 
more numerous than the confederate army, they had 
some reason lo expect the victory, and had they obtain- 
ed it, the emperor must have been dethroned. But 
Tallard's great fault was that of being extremely short- 
lighted which is highly dangerous for a general. 

About half an hour after midnight, the druqss beat the 
general,, the ^assembly at half an hour after one, the 
march at two; upon whFch the whole army was in mo- 
tion, and by three they beg^n to 'pass the river called 
Kessel, on several bridges that had been prepared the 
right before. They filed off in about eight columns of 

imperiai 
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imperial c»v»Iry to Ui«ir left; the left wing, which was 
eomposed of Ihe auxiliaries, marched likewise in four co- 
luinni, viz. two of foot, on (be left of the Imperial horse> 
and two of horse, on the left of ail. 

Thus the whole army advanced as far as the rivulet, 
near ThiiTengeni where the advanced guards were or- 
dered to return to their respective bodies, and the two 
brigades of Hessian infantry, which bad been left in that 
Tillage under the command of major«general Wilks» 
wkh fifteen sqaadrons, which the duke of Marlborpugh 
commanded out, formed, on the teftof all a ninth column^ 
and thus Ihey n>arcbcd towards JSchweintngen. 

As soon as the nine columns Were arrived between 
that village and ttie wood, they made s| Iialt to observe 
the enemy, who seemed uncoffcerned, and did not make / 
any great motion. About six o'clock (the 13lh of Au* 
gust) the duke of Marlborough^nd prince Eugene, who 
Bad posted themselves on a rising ground, called to 
them all the generals, to give them necessary directiona 
for the attack, ^wi the army advanced to the plain, 
where they were drawn ap in oi"der of battle. The left 
wing, yvhich was under the immediate care of the duke 
of Marlborough, consisted of 48 battalions and 56 squa- 
drons, oi which 14* battalions' and 13 squadrons were 
English troops 22 squadrons Danish, 14 battalions and 
19 squadrons Dutch, 13 battalions and 85 squadrons of 
the force*} of Lunenburg, 9 squadrons of the troops of 
Hesse, and some troop* of Wurtemberg. 

About seven, before the confederate army was drawn 
up in battalia,, the enemy ^t the approach of their van- 
guard gave a signal for firing two pieces of cannon, to 
call in their foragers. They also set fire to the villages 
Unterklau, Wolperstetle, Weiler, Berghauseii, and 

. Schweii^ 
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Sobvfeiiienbach, and Ihdr whole army was perceived to 
be in motion. Tbey then beat the general, then the a»^ 
aembly, and the confedersites saw them in arms before 
their camp, their generals with their aids-dtt-CB«ip» gal- 
lopping to and fro fo put all things in drder. 

The roareschai de Tallard, in particcilar> having made 

all bis dispositions on his eoemy'» right, where he com*' 

mandedy gave orders to M^ de Surlaalierr, who com* 

manded (be right of the cavalry, to have a wtotchAil eye 

on the motions of the confederates^ and as soon as a cer* 

tain oumber of them had passed the rivulet, he should 

charge Ibem. M. ile Ciarambault had orders (o remain 

in the viHage of Blenheim* and there to withstand the 

demy's attack wiih alt his Ibrce. This done, the mare* 

•chal gallopped to the center, where he foand the ejec* 

tor and themareschal d^ Marsin* who had just been mak^ 

11^ the necessary dii^MMttiOns on their left, and were 

^nging their infaiHry in ihe best order they could, ip 

withstand the attack of Ihe allies. M. de Tallard gave 

kis electoral highness aii account of what dispositions he 

hadoiade* with which be. seemed perfectly satisfied^ 

Md embracing him, told hm he hoped he should do it 

vrith yet greater satisi^tien in the evening. The mare* 

, scbal slaid in the center to observe the disposicion of the 

eonlederates, a ad look tkat time to dine with three or 

firor general officers who were whh him. He was pre* 

vailed upon (at M. d« Quincy says much against his 

wiU, and in a very wrong time) to go to the lef(» that h^ 

'tMght be the better judge of the dispositions made 

tbefe. 

On the confederate side, two favigades of foot, oom* 
manded by the kyrd CuttSylietttenant^general, the major* 
genends St. f aul and Wiiks, and the brigadiers Row 

and 



16 MARTIAt REGISTER. 

and Ferguson, and supported by fifteen squadrons, 
. under the command of roajor*generaI Wood, were or* 
dered on ihe left, to possess themselves of the two water- 
mills, near Blenheim^ which the enemy immediately set 
on fire. 

The confederate army in the mean time, advanced in- 
to the plain, four columns marched to the left, towards 
the village of Greynheim, and four of the imperial troops 
took the right towards the village S^hweinenbach, 
leaving Wolperstette and Berghausen to the left. Being 
come to the rivulet, they found it difficult for the cavalry 
to pass, the banks being on each side high, the water 
standing, and, besides, it was marshy to the right of 
Oberklau,. as also between Unterklau iand the mills ; it 
was therefore resolved to facilitate the passage, by means 
of the pjanks of their pontoons. 

About eleven o'clock the whole army 'being in batta- 
lia, in two lines, except some squadrons which made a 
body ^of reserve, and the morass being found marshy and 
unpassabte for the infantry, th«y quickiy OMide four 
bridges with their pontoons, and repaired the -bridge on 
the high road, which the enemy had destroyed* At tto 
same time, prince Eugene caused the right wing 'to 
march along the wood, to fall in the flank of the olector* 
who extended his left ia proportion, to prevent prince 
Eugene's gaining his flanks and in order to face him. 
The enemy fearing ,aUo, lest the confederates should gain 
the flank of their right wing, by possessing themselves 
of the village of Blenheim, sent several detachments of 
foot that way, and posted twenty-eight battalions, and 
; twelve squadrons of^ragoons^ in the place. They also 
: posted some infantry in the village of O^erkhu ^d Lut« 
I zengenj, 
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zengen, which extremely weakened (heir main battalion* 
and was one of the principal causes of th^ir defeat. 

To favour (he passage of the left, the two brigades of 
foot, commanded by the lords Cutts, were ordered to go 
over the rivulet (which had been sounded by the duke's 
order) first ; which done, they posted themselves in a 
bottom near the village of Blenheim, aad for several 
hours stood the fire of six pieces of cannon, planted oa 
the eminence near the village, with wonderful resolu- 
tion. At the same (ime the enemy fired very briskly on 
the bridges that were laid for the passage of the confe- 
derates infantry, but they soon returned the compliment 
from their batteries, one English and the other Dutdi/^ 
atnd the execution was considerable on both sides. 

The French, who own they had ninety pieces of can- 
non advantageously placed in a line before the whole 
/rent, pretended they^ did great execution from (heir bat- 
teries, and that the allies lost 2000 men before the battle 
began ; but if it had teen so, it redounds to their shame, 
to be so totally routed as they were in the end, after so 
advantageous a beginning. 

About noon every thing was read ^ on (he left wing 
for the attack, and it being found that in several places 
the horse would want fascines to pass (he n>oCas<i, orders 
were given that the horse of the second line should pto-^ 
vide themselves, each squadron with twenty. By this 
time a good part of the infantry of the Gonfedera(e army 
had posted themselves in and about the village of Un- 
terktau, and the prince of Holsteinbeck possessed himsdf 
of ihe Weiler of Schonback, and caused, a counter bat- 
tery to be erected there. 

lliese preparations being all made, Ihe duke of \arl- 

boroi^gh gave orders for a general attack, which was 

VOL. II. ^ c begup 
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. begun on the left, a quarter before one. Major-generdL 
Wilki made the fic^t onset with the five EngKsh batta- 
lions of How, fngoldsby, Marli^oroitgh, Row, North 
:and Gray; and four batlaiionfi of Heistans, supported by 
"lord Cutts end major-general Wood. The five English 
battalions, led on by brigadier Rov^, who charged on 
foot at the bead of hh own regiment; with unparalleled 
intrepidity, assaulted the village of Bienlieitn, advancing 
to the very muzzlt^s of tl^ enemy's musquets, and som^ 
of tlie officers exchanging thrusts' of evwrdswith th^ 
French, through the pallisades, but beiiig exposed to a 
fire much superior to theirs, (hey w^re soon forced to 're- 
lire, leaving behind them near onfe- third pT^riof their 
men either billed or mortally wounded, and among the , 
latter brigadier Ro.w himself. 

In this retreat tbey were followed by thirteen squa- 
drons of the French gendarmerie and carabiniers, who 
would have entirely cut them in pieces, had not the Hes- 
sian infantry stopped their career by the great fire. they 
litade upon ! hem., . ,« 

The French being repulsed and forced to fly in their 
turn, were chased by five squadrons of the English horse, 
who by this time had passed the rivulet ; but while they 
rallied them, some fresh brigades of the enemy, superior 
in number, charged. the English horse with great vigour, 
and obliged many of them- to repass the rivulet with 
great precipitation. . 

Here the Hessians again performed notable service, 
patting the enemy to rout by their continual fire,^ and 
regaining a^ pair of colours, which they had taken ffom 
Row's regiment. Whilst Row's army rallied thcm- 
se^es, that of Fergiison, commanded by himself, at- 
tacked the vi|lag&,of Blenheim on Ibe left, but with no 

better 
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better success ; aivl though both returned three or four 
times wiih equaTvi^rour, )et theywere still boih repuUt^d 
with equal disaclvanlage, so that il Was found impossible 

toforc>7 theenem^ in that posi, wiihout entirely sacri- 
ciftj? the infantry. - 

. The EnglUh fool having thus began the engagement 
on the left, ihe horse of the same wing passed the rivu^ 
let pell-mell, over against the centre or main body 
ofthe^'nemv. The !>ofse of the wght wing also passed 
the. rivulet, having made several passages yvilh divers 
pieces of wood which they found at hand, and a good 
naiober of fascines. In a word, ail passed,, and drew 
sp in order of battle, as well as Jhe ground would per« 
m'ti, on. Ike other »de of the rivulet. The enemy gave 
them aU.th« time they cot^ld desire for that purpose, 
JLeepitif iheriiselves very quiet on the hill they were 
possessed of, without descending into the^ loeadows to* 
wards the.fiyulet, iosomuch that even the second lino 
^f their horse bad time to form^themseives ; and to thift 
capital fault of the French some principally ascribe the 
victory whkh ensued. 

.Il has been said, but with what truth or grounds \v6 
shall leai'e undetermined, that this neglect proceeded 
from "nn ill-timed haughlipess and presumption of the 
mareschal de Talkrd, vvho,^being informed that the 
aUies were laying bridges on tiie rivulet^ used this ex- 
pression : ** If I hey have not bridges enough, I wilHend 
them %^)aie ;" and when they toldliiiii our troops were 
actually coming over the rivulet, is reported to have 
said, wiili a boastful air, "Let, them pass-; ihe more 
there come over, the more we shall^ have to kill and 
take pfisoners/' flut otherR,"»vho make it their business 
to excuse tiiat geoeral> assure us, on the contrary, that 
c 2 he 
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hehad given positive orders not to let llie enemy pasj 
the rivulet, but to charge lliem as they passed, which 
orders were not executed. M. de Quincy says^ that 
orders were given to M. de Surlauben (as we oU^ervecjl 
before) (o charge when a certain number of them .were 
passed, and ihat M. de Clerambault should remain in 
Blenheim, which seems in some itae^sure to favour tlie 
marechal's presumption. 

At length the cavalry' of the confederates' left wing« 
marching up towards the hill, that of the enemy began 
to move, and charged them with a^great deal of fupy. 
The French infaalry, which was in the village o( Rlen« 
heim, made at the same time a terrible fire from behind 
some of the hedges of the villages on the flank- of the 
confederate army, which was advanced too near; so 
that their first line of horse, to their left, from the head 
of the line to the three reginjents of troops of Hanover, 
viz.' the electoral regiment, that of Voigt, and that of 
Nagelles, was put into such disorder, that part of them 
retired even beyond the rivulet ; 'upon which, Ueute* 
nant-general Bulan, commander-in-chief of the two 
troops of Lunenbejg, brought op his two regiments of 
dragoons and two of the troops of ZeJI, viz. that of 
major-general Villters and that of brigadier Bothmar, 
from the second line, which charged the enemy's horse 
with so much vigour, that they broke them, aird drov^ 
I hem beyond the second rivulet, called Mevolwerger, 
and from thence to the very hedges of the village of 
Blenheim; This gave time to those who had given 
ground to repass the rivulet, and to form a second line 
behind those regiments of dragoons and some others 
that had joined them, so that these dragoons remained 
IB the^ first line all the remaining time of action. 

Th^ 



l^AtTIB OF bL fit It it Iff. 21 

The cavalry of I be confederates' first wing by ihis 
sticcess gained (he advantage of forming Iheroielves en« 
titely in order of batlle, advanced ijisurdy to the- top 
of Iheliilli and charged several times the enemy's horse, 
who wete always routed, but who, nevertheless, ral- 
lied every time, although at a considerable dt«iance, and 
-thereby g<iive the allies an opportunity of gaining ground. 
The latter preparing to make a freih attack, the mare* 
chal de Tallard caused ten of his battalion? to advance, 
to fill the intervals of hi^ c^avalry, in order to make a last 
effort; which the prince of Hesse>€assel, general of the 
Horse, and lieuteuant-generah Lfimley, Bulau, Hom- 
pesch, and Ingoldsby perceiving, they routed three bat- 
talions of the troops of Zell, to come up to sustain the 
horse ; they then returned to the charge ; but the supe- 
rior fire of the enemy's infantry pat their lihe in disorder, 
ao that it shrunk back, and remained for some lime at 
about 60 paces distant from the enemy, neither party 
advancing against the other. ' 

At length the allies renewed their charge, and they 
did it with so much vigour and success, that having 
broke and routed the enemy':^ horse, the ten battalions, 
who found themselves abandoned by them, were en- 
tirely cut to pieces, none escaping but a very few sol- 
diers, who threw themselves on the ground as dead, to 
save their lives. 

Marechal de Tallard rallied his broken cavalry behind 
some tents, which were still standing in his camp ; but 
seejng things in this despara^e condition, he resolved to 
draw off his dragoons and infantry oat of thrf village of 
Blenheim. ' He therefore sent off his aidies-du-camp to 
the marechal de Marsin, to desire him to face the enemy 
with some troops to the right of Fiierklao, to keep them 
•* c 3 * in ' 
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in play, and favour the retreat of the inrantry that was at 
Blenheim ; hot Nl de Marsin informed this messenger, 
that he had too much on his hands in the front of the 
village (where he had to deal with the dake of Marlbo* 
rough in person) to spare any troops, for he was so far 
from being victorious, that all he could do was to main- 
faih his ground. 

In the meantime lieutenant-general Ingoldsby made 

the prince of Hesse and the lieutenant-generals Lumley 

and Hompesch sensible how easy it would be entirely to 

defeat tHe French cavalry, by charging them on the 

right flank ; which advice being put in execution with 

great vigour, the enetny were soon put into disorder, 

. and driven to flight, and their rout was entire. Part of 

theni endeavoured to gain the bridge they bad on the 

,' Danube, between Blenheim and Hochslet; the other 

part, among whom were the gens-d'armes^ were closely 

pursued by the dragoons of Both mar, and those who 

escaped the slaughter threw themselves into the Danube, 

- wher€ most of them were drowned, x 

Those who fled towards Hochstet rallied once more, 
and made a she^ as if they designed to succour the rest ; 
but the regiment of Both mar faced them, and kept theoa 
in awe for some time, till being at length joined 
by olher regiments^ the enemy fled full gallop to 
Hochslet. ^ • 

The roarechal de Tallard was surrounded by fugitives, 
and taken near a mill behind the village of Sonderin, not 
iar from the Danube> by M. de Boinenburg, a lieuie- 
nant-coloRel of the troops of Hesse, and aid-du-cam}i;ta 
the prince of Hesse- Cassel. He chose rather to sur? 
render than run the hazard of drowning, which bad been 
the fat^ of most of his cavalry, who had takea to the 

Danube 
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Danube to escape from the victorious confederate troops*- 
He was takeain sight of the prince of Hesse>Casse]« at 
his highness himself observed, in a letter written to the 
States- General the night after the battle. The marquis 
de Montperoax general of the horse, de Seppeville^ da 
Silly, and de la Valliere, major-generals. M. de la . 
Messih'ere, St. Pouange, de Ligondais, and several other 
officers of note, were likewise made prisoners in their 
defeat. 

' During these transactions at the village of Blenheim^ 

and in the centre, the duke of Marlborough caused the 

village of Oberklau, which was marechal de' Marsin's 

quarters, to he attacked by the brigade Barensdorff, 

consisting of ten battalions. The prince of Holstetn 

Beck, who commanded them as major-|;enera), and who 

came to the army but the day before, passed the rivulet 

at the head of two battalions with great resolution ; but 

as the imperial army, which was to have supported him, 

were wanting in their duty, and kept musquet-shot from 

him, he was hardly got over, when seven or eight of the 

enemy's battalions, attacked him, so &hat one of them» 

that of Goor, was almost entirely cut in pieces, and the 

prince himself desperately wounded and taken prisoner. 

They put the prince, wounded as he was, into a wag* 

gon, in order to carry him away ; but fortune afterwards 

shiAing hands, he was retaken in that condition, with 

three or four, bleeding wounds on him, of which he aif* 

terwards died. 

Notwithstanding this first stroke, these battalions 
were no sooner supported by some Danish and Hano« 
verian cavalry, than, they charged a second time, but 
with no better success ; till upon the third charge, the 
duke of Marlborough having himself brought up some 

squadron^ 
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rtpuidrons, which vv«r6 supported by others ohhe body 
of reserve, made ihem advance with some battfeilions 
beyond Ihc rivulet, upon which the eneniy began to 
rehire. 

His grace thought it now time to repair towards the 
•Itack of the horse, where he indeed found the action 
ailready decided in his favour, yet he came time enough 
to have his share of pushing the 30 squadrons o^ French. 
, horse, and among them most of the gens d'armes^ in . 
Ihc Danube. 

As soon as (he duke had performed these considerable 
services, the action in the centre being now decided in 
ikvour of the confederates, his grace caused part of his 
victorious cavalry to halt, to observe the motion o^ that 
part of the army, which by this time was drawn up 
behind the morass of Hochst^t. During this halt, (he 
elector of Bavaria was perceived making his retreat 
from the village of Sullingen ; upon which a messenger ' 
was dispatched to general Hompescb (who, with se- 
veral others, was pursuing the enemy towards Morse- 
lingen, and who had^ already taken two of their batta*- 
lidhsj and fotced them to lay down their arms), 'with 
orders to face about, and join those who had halted, as 
well to prevent the eleclot-'s falling upon Hompesch's 
rear, as to form a body in order to charge that prince, 
who marched in great haste, but rather in good order> 
with his squadrons on the left and his battalions on the 
right. Before general Hompesch jeturned from his 
diase, the right wing of the confederate army was per« 
oeived at some distance beliind the elector, and* ap* 
pearing to be part of his army, marching in such a man* 
ner as might easily have flanked them, had the duke of 
Marlborough immediately charged Jiim ; buthisgrace, 

with 
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With great prudence, sent out an army to vie W/ them. 
Daring this time the elector continued marching off 
with great precipitation, till he reached jthe morass of 
Morselingen. 

The French horse bein^ entirely defeated, and the 
confederates being masters of all the ground which was 
between the enemy and Blenheim, the 28 battalions and 
12 squadrons of dragoons, which were in that village, . 
found themselves cut off from the rest of their army, 
and despairing of being able tamake their escape, after 
a weak attempt to repulse the whole infantry which 
surrounded the village, they at length capitulated about, 
eight in the evening, laid down their arms, delivered' 
up their colours and standards, and surrendered them* 
selves prisoners of war, on condition that the officers 
should not be searched. The duker who upon every 
occasion displayed an exaltedly generous disposition to 
his prisoners, not only {granted this condition, but, as 
an additional, favour, allowed the officers to wear their 
swords. 

The night coming on, the English troops to whom. 
^Ihis little army had surrendered, formed a line at Blen* 
hein^, in which the prisoners were, while they conti- ' 
'noed on theic arms all night to secure thecn. 

By this it appears^ that of the whole French infontry, 
which the marechal de Tallard had brought to the as* 
sistance of the elector of Bavaria,' consisting of 40 bat« 
talions all veterans, and the very eboice of the. French 
infantry, only two battalions escaped. 

Having given an account of the confederates^on the 
left wing; we shall now describe whait passed on the 
right under the command of^prince Eugene, who en- 
countered great difficulties, having to deal with the 

elector 
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elector of Bavnria and tbe inarechal de Maraln, bolh old 
generals, of great courage* conduct, and experience, 
especially the former, who had coratnanded in ail the 
wars in Flanders in king William's lime, and had before 
commaoded ihe Imperial arnij in Hungary, and parti- 
cularly in J68i<f,'(iistingutsbed himstelf m taking the fa* 
Inous city of Belgrade frotti the Turks. , 

The infantry qf this wing consisted only of seven bat* 
lalions of Danish, and eleven, of Russian forces ; but hia 
cavalry, of 29 squadrons of the troops ofjthe emperor, the 
king of Prussia, the circle of Suabta, Wtrtenibcrg, and 
, other princes of (he slates of the empire ; though the 
foot in the end proved the odost vielorious. The 
enemy, on their side, had in their left wing 30 batCa« 
lions, and though we do not any where find the exact 
number of the squadrons they had in this wing, yet by 
the number we find marechal de Tallard had in the 
other wing, and the general account we had of their 
whole force, their number on this side must have been 
about 70 or 80; they had also posted 14 battalions in 
Ihe villagte of Oberklau* the attack of which the duke 
ef Marlborough had taken upon him with his in* 
fantry. 

The horseVf the right wing of < lie confederates were 
mo^t of- them posted over againt^t Oberklau ; but the 
IH battalions who were to the right of all, had a threat 
Way to mifvh before they couid get up the hill^ and be* 
tides,. the passage of ihe rivulet being very dtliicuit, the 
attack could not begin on that side so soon as prince 
Eugene could Have wished r besides^ I lie. troops of the 
right, which posted themselves in a .bottom not far 
frcMn Lul28ngen,.wcre obliged to remain exposed during 
thr^e hours to the cannonading of the eiiemy» without 
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being able |o use (heir artillerj, till at length a Counter* 
battery was raised near the^wcKxi. 

Though the right could not charge tiii half an houf 
after the left had begun the attack, yet they were tole-* 
rably successful at fif«t; ior the infantry^ notwithstanding 
(hey ^fC^sre greatly inferior to that of the enemy, stood 
their ground against them with gr^t ^rnroets and reto* 
lution', and the cavalry broke tliat of the enemy ^s first 
]ine« but Ihey^were so vigorously re{Miised by that of 
their second iine^ that part of them weredriren in great 
confusion, beyond the rivulet, atnl (he inSintry having 
no more horse to sustain them, were obliged, notwith* 
standing the gFcat resistance they made, to retreat BOO 
or 400 paces with considerable loss, especially the two 
battalions whirh were in ihe Aank ; indeed at that time 
appearances were most unfavourable to them. The 
infantfy stood near (he wood, and prince Eugene 
having rallied (lie horse, again brought them up lo the 
charge, but they were. a second tiioe repulsed* They 
were rallied once nore, and for near three quarter^ of an 
hoar they stood within 60 paces of the enemy, nekher 
eide roaktng any motion. The confederates made use of 
that time lo post their troops advantageously, and put 
theiB in order, after which they charged a third time. 
The cavalry had at first sonieadviintage over the enemy, 
but were afterwards repulsed ; the infantry, however, 
broke, and overthrew that with which they were en- 
gaged, thoftgh they could not march up to them, but 
through a most diflicuH ground, where a smaller number 
of troops was sufficient to stop a greater. Upon this 
prince Eugene left his cavahy, seeing little probabtUty 
of being able to rally them again, and put himself at the 
head of the infantry, who improving the disorder intp 
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which they had putHhatof iheenemy^pursDed th«m 
over hills^ dales, rbcks, and woods,.and having charged 
them agatn> entirely roaled (hero, and continaed the 
chase for above an hour's roarch, as far as (he village of 
Lutzingen. Here prince Eugene caused his victorious 
foot to make a stand, to give time to his cavalry, which 
had rallied a great way behind, to rejoin them. * 

It is very remarkable, tijiat at (his fast charge, when 
prince Eugene's infantry defeated with so m(]lch vigour 
•that of the enemy, but two of their squadrohs stood by 
them, notwithstanding which they pursued (heir advan* 
tage, and^ave the enemy no time to recover themselves. 
The French horse, daunted by their ill success, retired 
leisurely. Prince Eugene's horse followed (bem-at (he 
same pace, till having joined their whole wing, (hey con- 
tinued the chase for (he spilce of an hour, wi(h all (he 
cheerfulness which could be expected froi^ troops vs'ea- 
ried with an action of above five hours, after a march of 
ten hours in an extreme hot day, and followed (he 
enemy as far as the villages Morselingen and Teissen- 
hoven, where (hey made a shew as if (hey would s(and 
their ground,, that they might gain time (o pass a great 
tndrass, and reach Dillingen and Lawincen. 

^As soon as (he ac(ion on the left wing was tlecided, 
the duke of Marlborough disposed himself to march with - 
part of that wing towards the village of Oberklau, to 
charge the left of the enemy on their flank, apd to sue* 
cour the right under prince Eugenp; but he was in- 
formed by the way, by one of the prince's aid-du-campes, 
that thfsre was no further occasion for i(; that all wa$ 
re90ver^ on his highness's side ;' and that the enemy 
had retreated from the villages of Oberklaufat^d Lutzin^ 
gen after having set them on fire. 

That 
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Thus this stupendous bailie, which during fiveliouri 
was foughl wilh various fortane^ ended at last in a most 
complete viclorj on the side which, before the engage- 
ment, had a visible disadvantage; and (he success of 
this great day may justly be attributed to the invincible 
courage and intrepjclity' of the confederate troops, and to 
the conduct and bravery of their generals, though the 
enemy were indeed guilty of some oversights, which 
did not a little facilitate their overthrow. 

Such was the celebrated battle known in England by 
the name of Blenheim ; of Hochstet, in France; and of 
Pleynheim, in Germany. 

Thecbnquerors lost about 4-,.500 killed, and near 80(X) 
were wounded, the greatest part in that wing com- 
manded by prince Eugene., The army of ihe vanquished 
was almost entirely destroyed j of 60,000 men, who had 
been so long victorious, there remained not more than 
20,000; 12,000 were left dead on the field of battle, 
the greatest part of 30 squadrons of horse perished in 
the Danube; 1 3, 000^ were made prisoners; 100 piec^ 
of cannon were taken, with 24 mortars; 129 colours, 
171 standards, 17 pair of kettle drums, 3,600 tents, 34 
coacheiy 300 laden mules, 2 bridges of boats, 15 pon- 
toons, 1 5 barrels and 8 casks tilled with silver. 

The loss of the battle was im'pufed to two capital 
errors committed by mar^chal de Tailard, namely, his 
weakening the centre, by detaching such a number of 
'troops to the village of Blenheim, and his suflfering 
the confederates to pass the rivulet, and form unmo- 
lested. 

Those who fled were dispersed different ways. Ne- 
ver was victory more complete on the field of Battle, nor 
in its consequences ; in less than a month the enemy lo5^ 
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300 miles of territory, Bavaria too being now subjected 
ihe emperor, felt at oncte all the enraged rigour 
of the Austrian government. On a sudden was 
the scene changed ! The elector of Bavaria, who but 
at few dajs before had entertained the most sanguine 
,hopes of being raised to the imperial dignity, had taken 
4)ossessiGn of Passau, and had opened all the passes io 
Vienna, was now a fugitive. In his flight to Brussels^, 
he met his brother the elector of Cologne, who was 
likewise driven from his dominions^ they embraced each 
other, and shed tears. , The court of Versailles, hitherto 
accustomed to prosperity, was now filled with amaze- 
ment and consternation: nobody durst tell i he king so 
crviel a truth, Madame Mainlenon was at last obliged 
to take upon herseJf the office to inform his majesty that 
be was no longer invincible. 

The duke of Marlborough, at his first appearance in 
the bouse of Peers, after his return to England, was ho- 
, no a red by a very extraordinary eulogiura, pronounced 
by the lord keeper Uie i5th of December, 170 k 

A compliment of the same nature was presented to 
the duke by the house of commons. The house took 
into consideration his great services, and in an address 
to the queen, besought her majesty 'to consider of. some 
•proper means to perpetrate the memory of such noble 
actions. In a few days' she gave them to understand by 
a message, that she was inclined to grant the interest of 
the crown in the honor dnd manor of Woodstock, and 
hundred of Wootton, lo the duke of Marlborough find his 
heirs; and that, as the lieutenancy and rangershipof tl>e 
parks, with the rents and profits of the manors and hun- 
dreds, were granted for two lives, she wished that in- 
cumbrance could be removed. ^ bill was immediately 
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brougfaf in, enabling the queen to bestow those honours 
and manors on thedake of Marlborough and his heirs^ and 
the qoeen tvas desired to advance the sums for clearing 
the incumbrances. She not only complied with this 
address, but likewise ordered the comptroller' of her 
works to build m Woodstock park a magnificent palace 
for the duke and his htm, upon a plan much more solid 
than beauLifuL This noble pile is decorated with ex* 
quisite paintings of the battle^ &c. and is known by the 
name of fflenheim-house. ^ 

The dake of Marlborough, however, did not con- 
sume his tfme Ibbg in useless splendor ; but having re- ^ 
ceived the homage of a grateful people, proceeded tp 
the conitnent-in a union of the characters (each impor- 
tant in itself) of negoeiator and wairior. Leaving the 
former to the records of ctvil history* we proceed to 
fbe more important of those military objects to which 
we are immediately confined. 

THE BATTLE OF RAMILtlES, 

At the b^inning of the campaign, in the year 1706, 
Ihe French kmg had resolved to m^ke very considerably 
efforts. His 'armies were.' very formidable: that in 
Flanders was reinforced, so as to be in « condition to 
act offensively against the duke of Marlborough, fot 
"which its generals had orders. The duke, by the be- 
gianing ol May, assembled his $rmy between Eorch'- 
loem and Groch- wareti> and found it amount to 74 bat-) 
talionaand 132 squadrons^ The forcQ of the enemy 
consisted of 76 battalions and 132 squadrons. ' The 
French court was informed that the Danes and Prussians 
had not joined tb« coafederates, and that now was the 
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lime to strike some decisive stroke before the junctioi 
was made. In ibis fond imagination such positive or- 
ders were sent to the marechal de Villeroi to fight the 
allies, that the duke of Bavaria, who was then at Brus- 
sels, had just time enough la take post-horses to joirt 
the army, which passed the Deuie on ihe J2ih of May, 
and posted themselves at Tetlemont, with the Gheet 
before him. 

The confederates on iheir side were no less eager f0r 
an engagement, i)ut could hardly flatter themselves with 
the hopes of having so early and fair an opportunity for 
it. The duke of Marlborough being apprehen.sive that 
the French would play the same game over again> and 
keep behind the Deule, as they bad done tbe year be- 
fore; several times expressed bis concern and uneasi- 
ness about it to those who were intimate with hiair 
and by a wise forecast was laying schemes to put the 
enemy beside their cautious measures, w^hen Providence 
threw into his hands an unexpected occasion of signaliz- 
ing agait) his courage and conduct. 

Upon tlie enemy's passing the Deule, the duke of 
.Marlborough sent orders to the Danish horse, who werie 
coming from their garrison, to hasten their march, that 
there might not be the least appearance of delay : he 
engaged his promise with the field deputies of the 
States, that their arrears should be duly paid them. 
The duke of Wirtemberg, who commanded these troops, 
and wa» well-afFected to the common cause, seeing 
every thing was complied with that the king of Denr 
mark insisted on, thought he needed not to stay litl he 
sent to that court, tior wait for express orders. He 
therefore commanded his troops to m^rch, and they 
made such expedition, that on the 22d _of May (N. S) 
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being the day. before the battle, Ihey came up 
kague of the rear of the confederate army. 

Aboat th^ safhe time the French, having been ^ 
by the borse of the mfireschar de Marsin's army,, 
eanlidinig in their superiority of number^ came \ 
of their lines, and encamped between Tirlemont A 
Judoig'ne. 

The next day, being Whitsunday, about four o'clock 
in the afternoon, the confederate army marched in eight 
columns [towards RamiHie^, a village near which the 
Gheet takes its source, that they might avoid the in- 
convenience of passing that river. They soon had in-' 
ibrmation that the enemy, having dccarnped froiri Tir- 
lemont, Was likewise on their march to meet them^ 
their baggage and heavy cannon being left at Judoigne. 
•The duke of Bavaria and the mareschal de Viileroi, not 
in the least suspecting the Danes had joined the con* 
federate army, were fully bent upon engaging them ei- 
ther that day or the followingj being apprehensive thM 
the duke of* Marlborough had formed the design of in- 
vesting Namur. 

Their immediate design was to possess themaehres of 
Ramiilies, and the strong camp thereabouts, to prevent 
the confederates doing the same; and in this they so far 
succeeded, that being nearer, they got thither first,. • 
bat had the mortification of ' being < soon beat out of 
it again. / 

The fears of the enemy were, however, groundless 
concerning Namur, for the duke of Marlborough had 
no such design. His resolution was the same witb 
thefrs; and had they not offered him battle on that day, 
be meant to have iattacked them on the nexf» The 
two armies met near the village of Ramtilies, froir 
©3 wher 
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whence Uie balilc took its name. When tlie confede* 
rate army was advanced near this place, they found the 
enemy getting into the camp of nwunt St. Andre, and 
placing their right to the Mahafgne, where they had 
posted a brigade of foof, and filled the space betweerh 
that and Ramillies^ which is about half a league, an open 
atid level ground, with near KX) squadrons, among which 
were the troops of the king's households They had 
likewise above 20 battalions of foot, with a battery of 
about 20 pieces of cannon at Ramillies\ 

About one in the morning, the duke sent the quarter* 
master- general, with (he camp colours and a few squa- 
drons, towar(h Ramiliies, to make a feint as if they 
designed to form a camp there, the better to penetrate 
into the enemy's desjgn; and about three, his grace and 
the marshal d'Auverquerque decamped with the whole 
.arffly« and advanced in eight columns in a great fog^ 

A litde afler eight in the morning, the advanced 
guard of the confederates, which consisted of 600 horse, 
and had been sent with aH he quarter- masters of the 
army to view the ground, arrived at the height of 
Merdop (or Merdan) from whence they perceived the 
^ enemy were in motion, and marching in the plain of » 
-Mount St. Andre, extending themselves as far as the 
tomb of Hottomont, towards the Mahaigne. Here- 
upon they halted, and sent intelligence to the duke of 
Marlborough and M. d*Auverquerque, who being ad- 
. vanced, about ten, to view the enemy, they could not 
at first judge whether /those squadrons they. saw were 
only to^ cover their march into their lines, or whether 
they were the van of the enemy, who came to offer 
Ihem battle. His grace therefore gave orders to the 
. lio^se tola^tea their march, resolving, if those be sa>v 
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wefeonly covering sqaadrons, to attack them with tits c^*- 
valr/ only. Bal the fog being soon after dispersed^ and 
the army being then in full vieiv of the enemy; the duke 
found ti^eir whole army approach with an apparent re* 
solution to fight; upon which he made all tlie necessary 
dispiositions to receive them. 

The enemy seeing the confederates so near. them» 
possessed themselves of a very strong castie^ placing 
their right near the tomb ot Hottoroont^ against the 
Mehaigne, and their left at Anderkirk^ or Anferglise^ 
and posted a good part of their infafltry in the villages of 
Anterglise, Ossu8« and Raroillies, which last was near - 
their centre ; besides wbijch, they put five battalions 
near the hedge's of the village of Franquenies, which 
was on the rights The confederates were at the same 
time drawn up in order of battle, tlie right wing being 
posted near Foltz, on the rivulet Yause, with a Tittle 
morass in front ; and the left near the village of Fran* 
qaenies, on the Mehaigne ; where^ besides the number 
of horse belonging to that wing, the duke of Marlbo- 
rough ordered the Danish, squadrons, being 21 in nutn- 
ber^yto be posted, rightly judging by the situation of 
the ground, that the stress of the action would be on 
that side. All things being thus disposed, it was re- 
solved to attack the village of Ramillies, which was the 
enemy's principal post, and in which, as before ob- 
served, they had posted 20 battalions^ who ha4 in. 
trenched themselves with a battery of about twelve 
.pieces of treble cannon ; and from thence to Antergh'se 
they had formed a line of foot along the Gheet, and a 
line of horse behind them. In order to this attack, 20 
pieces of cannon, of 24-pounders, and some howitzers 
were brought. up^ a\^d twelve 'battaUons,* who were 
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to be suppojried by tb& whole line, were ordered to 
make the firsf onset, under the command- of lieutenant* 
general Schuh^. 

ABout half an hoa'r past one, the artillery of the con- 
federates began to play; it was immediately answered 
by the enemy's cannon, and both continued firing with 
considerable execution ; whilst the duke of Marborough 
was at the head of the lines, to give the necessary orders 
every where, field-marshal Auverquerque repaired tx> 
the left, where, perceiving that the enemy's foot posted 
in the hedges of Franquenies, galled theliorse of that 
wing, he commanded four battalions, with two pieces of 
cannon, under colonel Wertmuller, to dislodge them from 
thence, which they performed with great vigour and re- 
solution. Hereupon the ^nemy detached two battalions 
and fourteen squadrons of dragoons on foot, to regain that 
post ; but M. Auverquerque commanded ^t the same* 
time the whole wing of the Dutch horse to attack the 
enemy, which not only prevented their design, but put 
those dragoons into such disorder, th^t they were not abU 
either to reach the village or recover their horses', which 
they had left some way behind the tomb of Hotlomont ; 
and so were most -of them cut in pieces and taken pri- 
soners. The Dutch cavalry charged with ^ grcal deal 
of bravery, sword in hand, and soon after the engage- 
ment by the Danish squadrmif? ; but having to deal wijh 
4lveiroops of the French 'kii>g's housel>okl, viz. the mus- 
ijuetecrs, gens d*arms, gua#da4efcorps> horse grenadiers., 
and other choice troops which were in sight, the con- 
vict was obstinate, and the success donbtfui, for above 
an boor. The Danisli hoftie, ^hieh fought on the left of 
aJl, behaved themselves with, such gallantry, that they^ 
forced ibe enemy to give ground^ andlbrok^ several of 
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iheir squadrons ; but at the ttnie time, the Frei^ch had 
almost an equa^ advantage against the Dutch horse of 
the right of the left wing, whom they put into great con^ 
fusion. To remedy this, the duke of Marlborough, who 
was advanced that way, sent for twenty squadrons of 
horse from his right wing, where they could not engage 
the enemy's left, by reason of a morass that separated 
them ; and with these he reinforced his left, adding, to 
them his body of reserve. . 

The duke of Marlborough, while these troops were 
advancing to the right, rallied some of the brqken squa- 
drons, ^and gave his orders for others to charge. In this 
place his grace was in the greatest extremity of danger; 
lor Being singled out by several of the most resolute o^ 
the enemy, and having the misfortune, as he was leaping 
a ditch, to fall from his horse, he had either been killed 
or taken prisoner, if some of the confederate foot, that 
were near at hand, had not come very seasonably to his 
assistance. After this bis grace had a still narrower 
escape, a cannon ball taking off* the head of colone^ 
Bingfield, his grace's gentleman of the horse, as he wa* 
holding the st^rjip for the duke to remount. 

The twenty squadrons his grace had sent for from the 
right to reinforce the left, had but little share in the 
defeat of the enemy's right ; for>y the time they were 
come up, the Dutch and Danes havitig charged them 
both in front and flanlc, had almost completed tliat signal 
piece of service, cutting in pieces the best part of the 
French household, insomuch, that they oould never be 
re-established during ihe remainder of the war. In the 
mean time the village' was vigorously attacked by gene"* 
. ral Schult2, with twelve battalions under him. The 
enemy having the advantage of ihe ground defended 
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themselves with great resolation and obsltnacy, till see- 
Jng the whole line of the confederate infantry in motion 
to support general Schuftz, and the Dutch and Danish 
horse advancing to surround them, they bethought them- 
selves ofmaking their retreat, but found it was loo late, 
• for they were intercepted by (he victorious horse> and 
most of them either killed or taken prisoners. 

The rest of the enemy'$ infantry end^^avoured like- 
wise to make their escape, which they did in better or- 
der, being favoured by the horse of their left wing, who 
being covered bya rivulet and morass, bad not yet been 
attacked, and formed thevselives into three lines between 
Ossioz and A'ntreglise. But the English hOrte having 
found meona to pass the rivulet, charged the enemy witli 
9ucb uoparalieled briskness and t^uoage that they eiH 
lirely abandoned their foot ; and our dragoons pushing 
intOithe village of Antreglise, made, terrible slaoghtec 
of them. The/irest of the enemy, who were at the sama 
time attacked by the English and Dutch foot, with equal 
bravery /gave way on all sides. Their horse rallied kgain 
in the plains, to cover tlie disorderly retreat of their foot^ 
but they were so clp.sely pursued by the confederate ca-. 
valry, that they were forced to divide themselves into 
three small bodies that they might fly the better three 
different ways. Those that took to Uie left were quick ly 
pursued by t|ie Dutch ajid Danes, who made great ' 
slaughter amongst them, and took abundance of pri- 
soners ; and those that fled to the right were chased by 
the reglmentsuof Lumley, Hay, and Rb&s ; ^^which two 
kst fell in with (he foot regiment of Du Roy, of whom^ 
having killed many, the rest threw down their arms and 
begged quarter, which was generously granted. Upon - 
(his they delivered their arms and colours to the lord 
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John Hay's dragoons, but when these dragoons faced 
about in oAet to' pursue the enemy, they tceacherously 
'aUem|itcd to take up their arms again ; in which, how- 
ever tliey were prevented, and suffered severely for their 
perfidy. 

The headmost regiments of the English horse, that 
pursued the enemy's centre, were that of lieutenant- 
general Wood, commanded by himself, and WynBhain's 
(afterwards Pakn's) cara*bineer?, headed by major Petry, 
When they came upon a risll^g ground, they espied 
seven squadrons of the Spanish and Bavarian guards, 
among whom was the elector himself, and the mare* 
schal de Vilieroi, who hoped with these few choice 
troops to make^ood their retreat, ^ndsave their cannon, 
which was marching in a litife b^ore them. General 
Wood galloped with his own regiment upon the ene- 
my's left, and charged them so vigorously, that he com- 
pletely broke them, killing many and taking a great 
number prisoners, amongst whom were two lieutenant- 
colonels, one major, four captains, and several subaltern 
officers. * He also took the standard of the elector's 
guards^ two of his own trumpeters, and killed his kettk- 
drummer; the elector himself and mareschal de Vilieroi 
very narrowly escaping. Major Pet ry, at the head of 
Wyndham's carabineers, fell upon tlie enemy with equal 
Wukness and resolution, put mJiny of them to the sword, 
and took sevet^l prisoners, particularly the major of the 
Spanish guards; M, de la Guertiere, and M. de Bruan, 
cornet of the s^me, besides four officers and forty-six 
prfVate men of the royal bombardiers, with their colours. 
The En glish horse and dragoons followed the chaae 
through and beyond J udoigne, till two o'clock in the 
toormng, as far as Maldert, ^boing five leagues from the 
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place where (he action happened, and two from Lou- 
vain. During this retreat, a misfortune happened to 
the enemy, which not a httle contributed to complete 
the victory. Several waggons of their vanguard break- 
ing down stopped the way, so that their baggage and 
artillery which followed could not pass, nor could their 
troops defile in good order ; perceiving that the^confe- 
derate horse, who had got intelligence of this disaster, 
.were pursuing them very close, they threw do wn their arms 
that they might escape with more facility, aujd retreated 
in the greatest confusion. Here it was that the most pri- 
soners were taken ; for in the action little or no quarter 
was given, the confederate horse having been highly 
provoked by the idle gasconades of the French m usque- 
teers and gensd'arms, of which they were very full 
when they came to the attack, but paid dearly for it in 
the sequel. 

In short, never vsras victory more complete^ the con- 
federates made themselves masters of all the enemy's 
cannon, excepting two or three, to the number of about 
fifty pieces ; most of their baggage, near 120 colours or 
standards, and several pairs of kettle-drums^ The 
enemy's loss of mea, according to the most general com- 
putation, amounted to 8000 siain, and among them 
prince Maximilian and prince Monbason ; and about 
6000 private soldiers, and near 600 officers taken pri- 
soners, which, with their deserters and wounded, made 
their loss not less than 20,000 men. Some accounts 
make ihe number of deserters so great, as hardly half 
their troops ever returned to their colours. The persons 
of note among the prisoners were, Messrs. Palavasini 
and Miziere, major-generals ; the. marquis de Bar, bri- 
gadier-general of the hor^e, the marquis de Nouan^ 
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brigadier-general of the foot ; the marquis de la Baume, 
son oflhe mareschal de Talfard ; monsieur deMontmo- 
rencif nephew to (he dtikede L\i%'emhutg, and several 
others* 

This complete and memorable victory, under the 
blessing of heaven (which, during the whole course- of 
of this war, seemed visibly to assert the justice of the con- 
federate cause) was principally owing to (he great cou- 
rage, prudence, vigilance, and experience of the chief 
commander, the prince and duke of Marlborough, who 
was personally present in the hottest of the aclion, anti 
gave his orders with wonderful sedateness and presence 
of mind. The second honours of this glorious day were 
. undoubtedly due to monsieur d'Auverquerque, mar- 
shal of the Dutch troops, who acted with all the va- 
lour, conduct, and vigour, that became a great and ex* 
perienced general. The olher generals likewise distin- 
guished themselves, and among the rest none more^tban 
his grace the duke of Argyle, who exposed his person 
-to the greatest dangers, and received several slight ^ 
wounds; nor were the inferior officers less 'worthy of 
commendation, everyone behaving in their respec(ive 
stations as became men who were l^esolved to conquer 
or die. AH the troops fought'likewise wilh the greatest 
bravery and resolution. 

The Panish horse were a great weight to incline (he 
victory on the side of (he confederates, and the English 
had the honour to complete it, by having tlie grea(est 
share in (he pursuit, as some of their regiments of foot 
had in the'' engagement. Among the- rest, colonel ' 
Charles Churchill, who commanded general Churchill's 
regiment, signalized himself, by djiving with his batta- 
lion, supported by the lord Mordaunt's regiment, (hree 

VOL. n. E French 
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French regiments into the motass, where most of Ih^Hi 
were either destroyed or taken prisoners. 

The loss of the alh'es did not exceed 3000 men, in* 
eluding prince Louis of Hesse, and Mr. Bentinck, who 
were slain in the engagement. The French general 
retired with precipitation to Brussels, while the allies 
took possession of Louvain, and next day encamped at 
BelWem. This famous victory was attended with the im- 
mediate conquest of all Brabant. The cities of Louvain, 
Mecklin, Brussels, Antwerp, Ghent, and Bruges, sub- 
mitted without resistance. Oslend, though secured by^a 
strong garrison, was surrendered after a siege of te days* 
^henin, though a finished fortification, and guarded by 
a numerous garrison, metwii^ Ihe same fate. The gar- 
rison of Dendermonde surrendered themselves^risoners 
of war, and Aeth submitted on the same condition. ^ 
The French troops were dispirited, Ihe city of Fa'ris was 
overwhelmed with .consternation ; Louts affected to 
bear his misfortunie with calmness and composure, but 
the restraint had such .an effect upon bis constitution, 
that his physicians thought it necessary to prescribe fre- 
quent bleeding, which he accordingly underwent.- At 
his court no mention was made of his military transac^^ 
tions, all was solemn, silent, and reserved. ^ 

Ramiilies is a small town or village of the Austrian 
Njelherlands, in the province of Brabant, situated be* 
tween the Ghent and the Mehaigne, about ten miles 
north of Namur, andjtwenty-four south-east from Brus- 
sels. It is surrounded with a ditch and other advan- 
tages. 

Negociations with the enemy, and conferences with 
the allies, occupied the space between the foregoing and 
succeeding battles^ through the whole of which the 

\ duk« 
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duke of Marlborough increased (he general confidence 
in hid talents and patriotism, notwithstanding the at- 
tempts of those in the interest of the pretender to the 
throne, for whom (he king of France was preparing an 
invading force. . From these, however, we hasten to a 
new 4;cene of brilliant exploits, all tending to the eleva- 
tion of a character hardly to be surpassed in any age/ 
Among them we are first attracted to 

THE BATTLE OF OUDENARDE, 

In the year 1708, the French having surprised Ghent 
and Bruges, laid siege to Oudenarde, wiiich (he duke- 
of Maribnrough and prince Eugene were no sooner ap- ^ 
prised of, than they made a most rapid march for its 
relief. The duke look possession of. the strong camp at 
LessineSf which the French had intended to occupy, in 
order to cover the sieges. Thus disappointed, the.> 
F/ench generals altered their resolution, abandoned Ou-^ 
denarde, and began (o pass the Scheldt at Gavre. The 
two generals of the confederates were bent upon brijig* 
ing them to an engagement. Lieutenant-general Cado- 
gan was sent with sixteen battalions and eight squadrons^ 
to repair the roads and throw bridges over the Scheldt,. 
below Oudenarde, the army >vas in motion by eight 
o'clock in the morning of the Iftt of July, 170S, and 
marched with such expedition, that by two in the after-^ 
noon the horse had reached the bridge over which JCa- 
dogan and his detachment were passing. The French 
general, the duke de Vend6me, had posted sevjsn batta- 
lions in the village of He^nem, situated on the banks of 
the -Scheldt, and the French household troops were 
drawn up in order of batde, on the adjacent plain, oppo- 
e2 site 
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sUe lo a body of troops under the command of majop- 
general RaiUzan, who were posted behind a rivukt that 
run into the river./ The duke de Vendome intended to 
attack the confederates when one balf of their array 
should have passed the Scheldt. -But happily the duke 
of Burgundy did not approve of this project. He had 
all along shewed an inclination to retire towards Ghent* 
and this propensity appeared now stronger than ever. 
He ordered the troops to stop short on their march at 
Gavre, in the greatest perplexity, not knowing whicb 
way to move. He even recalled the squadrons which 
were in the plain, and prepared to retire. And to thii 
the French attribute their misfortunes which ensued. 

It v/ould have been an easy mattei: for th^ French 
either to have cut off the detachment of the allies, which 
had advanced and laid bridges over the Scheldt, of at 
least to have destroyed those bridge^ before the whole 
confederate army could have come up. But thedukei 
of Burgundy and Vendome, who had been at variance- 
for some days before, slid differed in their opinions, and 
^were both yet strt^ngely at a loss whaf measures they 
should resolve upon, and what dispositions to make* 
This irresolution lasted til! three in the aflernoon, whea 
most of the young commanders in the French army^ 
who had more fire than prudence, and who made their 
court to the duke of Burguody, thwarted all that was ad- 
vised by the duke de Vend6me, declared loudly for an 
engagement^ which, in a/great measure, determined the 
duke of Burgundy, and the duked^ Vendome was obligr 
ed to submit. 

Major-general Grimaldi was therefore ordered by the 
duke of Burgundy, with the horse of the king's house- 
hold, to begb the attack on the right, and dislodge 

major " 
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maior'general Ranlzan from the eminence on which he 
was posted ; but when they came to the rivulet, and . 
found it marshy, Ihey were discouraged from attempt- 
ing the passage, and retired towards their own right, 
though their ^rmy had V2>000 men more in namber than- 
the confederates, and several other advantages. This- 
attack the duke de Vendome disapproved ofj and there- 
fore sent monsieur Jennet^ his aid-de-camp, to the left, 
to attack the allies on that side. But the duke of Bur- 
gundy countermanded it, upon information, as it was 
said; that there was an impassible morass on that side ;. 
which, however^ the duke de Vend6me had passed over 
but an hour before. Upon this, major-general Cado- 
gan pa^ped the river with twehre of his sixteen battalions,' 
between three and four o'clock, attacked the village oi 
Heynam with such resolution (brigadier Sabine, with' 
his brigade, being at the head), thai they soon made 
themselves masters hereof, and found ^even French 
battalions in it, three of which entire, andl ihe greatec 
part of the other four made prisoners.. 

The duke of Burgundy, now plainly saw that there* 
was no possibility of retreating without the greatest con- 
fusion, with the^aliie»at their very heels. A battle l)e-^ 
ing therefore unavoidable^ he put his troops tn motion for 
that end, and began to range them in propef order, but 
ifcwas nowtoo laie- 

Immediately after, roajbr-general Rantzan, wkh the 
eight squadrons, and quarter-masters, passed the rivulet, 
and-advanced into the plain where thoi French horse had 
been drawn op between the villages of Singhen and 
Mullen. Several of the squadron%of their rear guard 
being still passing through the plain, the eight squadroi^^^ 
with the quartermasters, attacked them witbigreat v'n^ 



4Xh MilRTrAL RBCrSTM. 

gbur^ and drove ili^m into the close ground and the- 
highway^ which led into the march of their own army. 

In this action, the electoral prince of Hanover (after- 
wards king George II. of Great Britain) who had join- 
ed the army on the 22d of June> to serve as a volunteer, 
gave di&tingul&hed proofs of his early courage and acti- 
vity. He charged, sword in hand, at the head of a squa- . 
dron of Bulan's dragoons ; his highness's horse was shot 
under him ; and colonel Luschky^ who commanded the 
^uadron,. was killed fighting bravely by him. Lieute- 
nant -g^eral Schulenburg, and several other volunteers, 
behaved with great resolution, and led up the squadrons. 
Hei^ the French regiment of la Breteche, and several 
other #egime^ts, were entirely broken ; and the colonel: 
himself being dangerously wounded, was taken, together 
with a great fnany other officers, and twelve standards < 
anii kettle drums. ' ^ 

The confederate army continued in th>3mean time to 
pass- the bridges with all imaginable diligence. Th^ 
Prussian horse formed themselves upon the right, In the 
same plain where the advanced guard was, and Ifherest 
of the horse followed the Prussians through the villageof 
Heurne into the plain,; but the foot, becaaseof the length 
of the march, and the horse having galloped a good part 
of the way,, came later to the^bridges ; so that none but 
the above-mentioned ^battalions Were there till live 

o^clock* 

The duke ef Marlborough and prince Eugene, being^ 
at the head of the horse, which were forming in the- 
vplain ; and observing the grei want there was of infan* 
try, sent orders to the foot, which had been employed in 
attacking the village, to leave their post there, and fly- 
ing themselves into the hedges on the other side of the 

\ plain/ 
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p^in, whither the enemy seemed to be mBrching with 
great diligence. On that side of the plain were no 
more than two battalions of^major-general CoUin's and - 
bngadierGrurokan's, and tl^bse the enemy attacked with 
great fary r but they maintained' their post with eqaal 
bravery, till more foot came up to their assistance. The 
dake of Marlborough hereupon dispatched orders after ^ 
orders to the foot to press their march, the enemy being 
then forming, and' ready to attack the infantry^ Vvhich 
was already there, with very unequal numbers. In the 
interim, the duke of Argyle atrived with 20 battalions, - 
which were hardly posted, when the French attacked' 
them very bri&kly, and drove some Prussian battah'ons 
from their post ; but notwithstanding (heir inequality of 
numbers., about six in the e\'ening they took it again, , 
sword in hand. . By thisthne, count Lottum was com- 
ing up to sustain this attack, with the remainder of the 
foot of the right; and the duke perceiving that the great 
stress of the battle would be on th^ right, sent to the left 
for 20 battalions. The left wing arrived later than the 
the right ; and having passed their horse through Oude* 
narde, and their foot on bridges below the town, they 
formed themselves into two lines> with the village of 
-Moreghem behind them. ^ 

The success which the conf^Qderales had already ob- 
tained in the several engagements ntar the villages'of 
Heynem; Mullem, and Heume, made the French gene- 
rals sensible they should soon be attacked on all sides ; 
they therefore found themselves under a necessity of 
making a stand ; to which end they posted their foot 
advantageously before the villages of Wenigan, Lede, 
and Huyzft» having in their front several defiles, fenced 
with, enclositfes of' ^i/^gfA, ditches, or thickets, and 
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placed most of Ibeir cavalry on. their right, near tfje vff- 
lages of Oyckeand Wirtigem. 

As soon as the confederate's foot arrived, they formed 
themselves into two lines before the horse, ^nd then at- 
tacked in very good order,, the inclosares and villages 
iiv their front, where the French were posted; inso- 
mucb,^ that about seven o'clock the fire grew general, 
bolh on the right and on the left ; and though the ene^^ 
my gave way in roost places, being sustained with fresh 
troops, the action was maintained with a gre^ deal of 
obstinacy for a long time afterwards. The auction was 
very hot on both sides^andthe French fought for several 
hours with great intrepidity, but it was always with a. 
considerable loss* 

There was before the left of the wing,, a kind of an 
opening, thropgh which ran a road that led ifito a plain, 
on the top of a hill, and which the prince of Orang^-. 
Nassau^ at the head of the Dutch foot, cleared with great 
vi^gour and resolution* At the same time, the duteof 
Marlborottgh dispatehed orders to tlie Veldt-marshal 
d'Auv^rquerque, and' the count de Tilly, who were (Jn 
the lop of the hill near Oycke, to pres^ the enemy as 
much as possible on that side. These orders were punc- 
tually obeyed ; and Auverquerque ordered major-gene-^ 
ral Wee.ck to march with the brigade of Wassenaer and. 
Oudenbutgh, which being supporter! by count Tilly, 
with the Danish cavalry under liis command^ passed 
through a narrow defile into-a field,, where all the French 
household 4roops were drawn up. 

The confederate troops no sopner approachedi than 
the French, who did not in the least apprehend being 
attacked on that side, retired, endeavouring to shelter 
liieimselves under the hedges between Wirtigem and 

. ^ the. 
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the caslle QfBevern, or Broan, towards the 'main body 
of their army, where the f5re was veVy hot. But the 
prince of Orange- Nassau, with coant Oxenstiern com* 
fng up with four brigades of infantry, led them on with • 
great gallantry, passed some defifes* attacked the enemy 
in flank, and obliged them to give way. Those who 
were thus. retiring, being forced back it^to the inclosure» 
in great disorder, and it growing beside dark, many bat- 
talions and more squadrons, flying themselves out in a 
desperate manner; some of them piercing through'^ 
others were cut in pieces : others passed, through unper* 
ceived ; and; again, others desired to capitulate. 

During these transactions on the lefl^ the duke of 
Marlborough, who till then had been the whotetime id 
company wtth princeEugene, visiting the field of baitlcj^ 
leading on, posting, and r«ngtng ii\e respective bodies 
of troops^ tiiinking now it would be more advanta- 
geoi>s to separate, and direct in diflerent places, ar* 
lived there, having left fche care of the right to princo^ 
Eugene,, who shewed great pleasure and satisfaction ia 
leading on the English troops, whom He saw perform 
wonders; insomuch^ that at last the enemy finding 
themselves charged and borne down on every side by 
the confederate forces, retired in the ujmost confusion^, 
leaving great mmibers of prisoners behind, them. 'These 
dragoons favoured them in their retreat, and to save 
the troops of the Household, received several dischargess 
from the confederate infantry* and wece most of theia 
either killed or takeix. 

The night coming on,; and the fife being directed so 
many several ways at once, that it was impossible to. 
distinguish friends from foes, the confederate generals, 
gave positive orders to their troops to give ovec firings 
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and lo let the routed enemy escape, rather (i>an to t^eft- 
ture pulling themselves into disorder. This put an end 
to the slaughter, and saved the remainder of iheenem}/'* 
army: for had there been but two hours more of day- 
light, rn all probability their whole body of foot, and 
their right wing of horse, would have been entirely 
cut off, theyl>eing surrounded on almost every side. 

The enemy retired under favour of the night by the 
road which leads through Huyze, from Oudenarde (o 
Ghent. The duke de Vend6me proposed to take ad- 
vantage of the uight,. and halt, to bring his army into 
form, that he might make an orderly retreat, but he was 
not heard : the general officers were so terrified, that 
■ monsieur d'Avreux alone was of his opinion. Seeing 
therefore (hat all argument was lost on men who had 
given themselves up to fear, monsieur de Vend6m» 
consented to a general retreat ; and the word was na 
sooner given, than every one, as well general and other 
other officers, as common soldiers, took the road to-^ 
ward? Ghent, and fled with the utmost precipitation. 
All the general could do Was to keep together a body 
of 25 squadrons of his best troops, and a proportionable 
number of foot, to form a rear-guard. 

The confederates, -in the mean time, continued under 
arras, hoping to renew the engagement again the next 
morning, and impatient in the mean time for day, that 
tliey might haVe a true information how far their victory 
had extended, of wbich the darkness of the night left 
them in ignorance. To thi^ end, as soon as it was 
lights the duke of Marlborough ordered 40 squadrons 
from the right, commanded by the lieutenant-generals 
Bulan and Lumley, with a considerable body of foot, 
to foJlow and attack the enemy's rear-guard, which theji. 

did 
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did with g(eal vigour; but several companies ofFrench 
grenadiers bein^ advantageously posted along the high- 
way leading to jGhent> killed, synd wounded several of 
the officers and private men of the confederates, espe- 
cially of the regiment of Pentz, and obliged them to 
leave off the pursuit, there being but one road, secured 
by hedges and ditches, lined by the enem)''8 grenadiers^ 
but no place for the confederates* cavalry to form them- 
selves in. On this occasion, several officers of the gre- 
nadiers, commanded by major Erwin, were killed or 
wolinded; and general Meredith was likewise slightly 
wounded ; but the enemy, on their side, were much 
greater sufferers. The regiment of Risbourg, which 
closed their rear, was entirely ruined, and two vyhole 
companies of it taken prisoners, as was likewise briga- 
dier Pourienne, who commanded the hindermosL bri- 
gade, with several other officers. 

As to the killed and wounded on either side, the allies 
reckoned among the first, major-general Beronsdorf, the 
colonels Adercasz and Bolzen, count Rahizan, and sir 
John Matthews, with captain Dean of the British 
. guards, and about 800 private men ; and among the 
wounded, lieutenant-general. Natzmer, major-gene- 
rals Gaudecker and Berner, the colonels Grove, Pen-, 
ny father, and four others, 1 60 other^officers, and about 
2000 private soldiers; that this loss was abun- 
dantly repaired by deserters and priso ners, Ger- 
mans, Switzers, and Savoyard*;, who listed themselves 
voluntarily into the service of the allies, is, if we 
consider all the circumstances in this case, obvious 
enough. We shall only observe here in general, that, 
according to most accounts, the number of prisoners 
taken from the enemy amounted to 7000 men, among 
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whom were two lieutenant-generals, two tnajGr*generals# 
five brigadiers, about 30 colonels, above 100 officers of 
the state-major, and 400 suballerris, together with 70 
or 80 standards or colours. The largest list we haye 
seen on our side make their loss to be 9^800 prisoners, 
officers included; 4-,200 kilied and wounded; 2,400 
.deserted; together, le,*©©. 

Taken, besides .10 pieces of cannon; 56 pairs of co- 
coltours, 52 standards, ,6 pairs of keltle*drums, and 
4,500 h«rses ; on the other hand/the lowest calculations ; 
given b;^ the French themselves, allow their loss to be 
abov^l 0,000 men. 

The dukes of Burgundy and Berry, with the preten* 
der, reached Ghent the morning after this memorabfe 
battle, by five o*clock ; and about nine, the dyke de 
Vendume, who brought up the rear, arrived there also, , 
As they were apprehensive of being pursued by the 
whole confederate army, he immediately cqmmanded 
his shattered troops through Ghent ta_ Lovendeghem, 
on the canal jnot far from that city; where, for their', 
greater security, they cast upintrenchments, and planted 
upon them their artillery, which they had left at Gavre 
with their heavy baggage. 'In this strong camp they 
recovered, in some measure, the fright and terror of the 
late engagement ; but, as it usually happens in such 
disasters, the former animosUies and differences revived 
and increased among their generals, who laid the fault 
one upon the other ; especially between the dukes of 
Burgundy and de Vendome, who, notwithstanding the 
interposition of the court, could never be brought to a 
reconciliation. 

Oudenardeisa town in the Austrian Netherlands, sj- 
tuated on the river Scheldt, about 13 miles south frpm 

. Ghent. 
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Ghent. Il^ai taken from the Spaniards by the French 
^ in the year 1658, but restored by the Pyrennean treaty. 
However, they retook it in 1667; and in 1674 th« 
Spaniards besieged it> but without success. By the 
treaty o( Nimeguen, it was again restored : bat on the 
death of Charles II. king of Spain, the French seized tt^ 
with other towns in Fkinders,/or the duke of Anjou ; m 
1706 they surrendered it to the allies; and in 1708 the 
foregoing transaction tool^' place near it. 

From Oudenard the allied army had little- cej^sat ion in 
the pursuit of glory, till tsfter intimidating the remainder 
of (heir opponents, to whom they prepared immedi^ 
ately to give battle, they oovered themselves with lau* 
rels at the important city of Lisle. 

SIEGE OF LISLE. 

The strength and riches of this city drew the atten- 
tion of the confederates. The merchants of this place 
were of considerable service to Louis XV. and a great 
annoyance to his enemies, especially the inaritime 
powers, being the principal owners of the Dunkirk pri- 
vateers ; it was also one of the principal keys of France, 
a favorite port of its monarch, and therefore newly forti- 
. fied by Vauban, the famous engineer, who had exerted 
his utmost skill in the works, and at an immense charge 
rendered It almost impregnable. The reduction of a 
place every way so important, could not but tedound 
very much to the honour as well as the profit of the al- 
lies; while on the other hand, this great importance 
. caused the French to use all human means for its preser- 
vation: therefore, besides the presence of mareschal 
Bottfflers^ governor of all French Flanders, with other 

VOL. n, F ' great 



^i MAETIAL ftBOrSTBIt.. 

.gf€at oflkers of skill and experience, tbey threw into the 
place 21 battalions of the best troops ig France, besides 
6 sqiiaflrons of dragoons, 140 horse, and 800 invalids 
capable of service; altogether a litde armj, rather than 
a garrison* . Notwithstanding the difficulties which must 
necessarily attend the siege, both on account of its natu-* 
ral strength, its improvement by Vauban, and the nume* 
fotts garrison thrown. into it, not to mention the straights 
the allies were f educed to by being cut off from their 
magazines in Antwerp,, and Sas* Van-Ghent ; yet iio- 
Ihipg could deter the confederates from tlieir resolution 
U> attack it, which made the duke de Vendoxne, when 
be was first informed of ihe design of the allies, say, 
that he did not think so wise a commander as prince 
Eugene was confessed to be, would venture upon so rash 
an enterprize : and the French officers in general 
boasted, thut without striking a bow, they would oblige 
ihe allies to abandon the siege which they so eonfidentlj 
Attempted. ' 

VoUaire relates of this memorable siege, that a bomb 
.fell on or near the opera-house ; but the pTcnch were so 
secure and confident in the strength of the place, that 
it in no way disconcerted their entertainment. 

The artiUery being arrived at Fottes, and all other 
necessaries provided, on the 12th of August, 1708, the 
prince of Orange. and Nassau, John William Friso^ 
Stadlholder of Friesland, was detached With 31 batta- 
lions to take post at Marquette, on the Lower Deuls, 
the river on which Lisle lies, within half a league of 
Xisle; and lieutenant-general Wood, with 34 sqya^^ 
drons, marched to Polteghem. The same day, the 
army under the duke of JMarlborough, who covered the 
siege, marched firom Werwick io Hercfain, and prince 

Eugene 
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Eugene having passed fhe Marquette at Pont«a-Tresin^ 
rovesled Ihe town of Lisle between that place and the 
upper Deule ; the prince of Orange-Nassaa did th« 
like with his detachment between the upper and lower 
Deule, while thedtikeoTMarlborooghlay at a conve* 
nieut distance to cover them. The chief engineers were 
J)es Roques and Du Mey, each of whom was to have the 
direction of a different attact; the lines of circuinvalla* 
tion were marked oat on the same day, and the pioneers 
set to work. 

On the I8th« in the morning, th^ prince of Orange's 
valet-de-cbarobre bad his bead shot oflf while he was 
dressing bis highness, which passed over the prince's 
shoolder within six inches of his hce, and besmeared 
it as well as his clothes with the blood and braim of bis 
servant; upon which his highnms removed his quar* 
ters. 

Prince Eugene, who directed the operations of this 
«ege, soon found he had more difficulties to struggle 
with Iban a numerous garrison, though consisting of llie 
best troops in France^ commanded by the mareschal 
BouffleVs; for, as we have 6bserved> the enemy had 
cut oflf his communication with his magazines about 
Sas- Van-Ghent and Antwerp, therefore he was obliged 
to bring his convoys along a narrow causeway from ' 
Ostend, exposed to the attack of the enemy, whose 
army was superior to that of the allies. This important 
siege was carried on with 50 battalions,. 6 of whom 
were Imperialists, 9 Palatines, & Hessians, and 30 frorn 
the grand army ; and all matters being put info a proper 
posture for a vigorous siege, the trenches were opened 
on the 2*2d of August, al>out eight in the evening, On 
the following night, 3'20 grenadiefs were commanded 
F 2 
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to attack the chapel oT St. Magdalen, wherein theeixemy 
had 120 grenadiers; the atiack was sharp, but the ftu« 
periority of numbers prevailed^ for having killed about 
iw.ent)» the rest surrendered. The besiegers had io 
this action above 30 men killed and wounded, some of- 
iicer-s andM. duMey, directoi oi the attacks, received 
a snaall conbfsioD. 

The 26th, the besieged re- took the chapef, having 
made a sally with most of the grenadiers and two squa- 
drons of dragoons ; but the jprince of Orange-Nassau 
being in the trenches, caused two batlalidns to advance, 
who re- took i(, and caused the enemy to retire with pre- 
cipilatlon into the counterscarp. The 27 th, in the 
moTiiing, the besiegers fired 30 pieces of cannon and 20 
niortar^ upon the town, with such good success, that 
they beat down one ^f the enemy's ballerics. Ou the' 
29ih, early in the morning, the confederate troops ^ 
stormed a iortifl^ mill on the right, near the gate of 
St«. Andrew, with 300 grenadiers, beat theen^my from 
that post, and took several prisoneis; but at the sam# 
tjJme the enemy made so terrible a fme from 4he ram-i 
parts, that they were obliged (o quit it. The next day 
300. grenadiers were .commanded (o retake that mill> 
but the enemy set it on fire, and abandoned the post. 
On the last day of Attgust, the prince of Holsfein-Beck 
relieved the trenches, ' and each battalion %vas ordered 
to furnish six waggons to carry stones near (he batteries, 
to throw the sa«>e with mortars intp the enemy's work$. 
T^e .1st of September, at night, the imperialists relieved 
the trenches, and the besiegers carried on the sap to- 
wards the salliant angle of the counterscarp of the* horn- * 
work, withiii 30 paces of the pallisades ; and a vast 
quantity of fascines dnd gabions were prepared for mak« 

. ing 
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big 4heir lodgment on the counterscarp. At the mme 
time* (he breach bein^ very, wide, and the dttch being 
almost filled up with the ruins of the walls, mareschal 
Boufflers was apprehensive that the town would iail 
rolo the hands ot* the confederates^ and therefore or« 
dereS several of the largest pieces of cannon to be re» 
moved into the citadeh On the ilh^ the prince of 
Hoistein-Beck relieved the trenches, as did also lieate* 
t)ant*general Sparr on the next dajr ; and the approaches 
were carried on so successfully, that it was judged the 
counterscarp would be storined tlie^ same evening; but 
this was deferred till the 7th* 

. Whilst the siege of Lisle was thus vigorously carried 
on, the dukes of Burgundy, Vendome, and Berwick 
made two or three feint advances, as if they intended 
to attack tbe duke of Marlborough, who, upon those 
motiohs, gave orders for his army to be ready to march 
QpoQ the first occasion; and in the meantime detached ' 
the earl of Alblone, with IdOO horse, to observe the 
cfiemy. The earl advancing towards Leusos, his van* 
guard fell in with 100 horse detached from the duke of 
Berwidi's army, whom they charged, defeated, and 
took 30 prisoners. The enemy made several miircbet 
and counter-marches, wheseby.it was apparent that lltey 
des^ned to attempt the raising of the siege. The dek^ 
of Burgundy Ikewise tent a spy to endeavour to get into 
Lisle and to acquaiol the onajrechal BooSers that» their 
army being on this sideToarnay^ he^night depend upon 
being rdieved ; but the me^enger happened to be disv 
covered and seized by the allies. Upon this the duku 
of Marlborough, in expectation of an engagement, op- 
dered the confederate army, on the 5th of September, 
to march to the ground marked out for them, in oidar 
F 3 1^ 
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to give the enemy battle ; and being reinforced by prince 
Eugene^ with 72 squadrons and 26 battalions, from the 
siege (with which troops came also king Augustus^ and 
ibeJandgrave of Hesse, as volunteers); aho Heatenant-* 
general Fagen, having marched with incredible speed 
out of Dutch Flanders and Brabant, and joined the con- 
federate army with seven squadrons and as many batta- 
lions, they continued till ten o'clock in prder of battle; 
bui the enemy, declined coming t« an engagement, so 
that the confederate generals ordered the tents to be 
pitched again ; and the detachment of prince Eugene 
returned to the camp before Lisle, except some Im* 
peri^li and Hessian squadrons. The generals concluding 
that the enemy had no other design than to give them 
frequent alarms, to retard the siege, and straighten them 
in their forage, without venturing an. engagement, 1 CO 
men out of each battalion were ordered to cast up an > 
entrenchment In front of their army, which would both 
secure the troops from any sudden surprize, and the be* 
siegers from interruption. . 

The confederates thus finding it impracticable to bring ^ 
the enemy to a battle, thought &t Co storm the counter*-* 
scarp of Li&le, which had been delayed by these oovo* 
ments; and on the 7(h of September, in the mornings 
they made the necessary dispositions for that enterprize, 
having received a reinforcement from th^ grand army of 
700 grenadiers^ and the like number of lusiieers, and 
600 workmen: 800 grenadiecs, supported by the like « 
number of fusileers, 30<:arpenters, an'd 200 workmen, 
iwere commanded for tiie atUck o{ the right, bat ween 
4he lower Deule^)d.the gate of St. Andrew, under the 
.direction of the Sie^r d^ Rogues ; and 1600 grenadiers, 
supported by the like number o£ fusileers, 30 carpen* 

' ters. 
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fefs, and 200 workmen, were commanded for the at- 
tack of the left, between -the river and the gate of St. 
Magdalen, under the direction of the Sieur du Mey, 
The batteries of the confederates mad^ a continual fife 
Wore the attacks on, all the bastions, to disturb the 
enemy ; and after the signal of three guns, and a ge^ 
neral discharge^ of all the artillery, the attack was made 
iVith so iDuch order and courage on the side of the of- 
ficers and soldiers, that the counterscarp was taken in a 
short timcj notwithstanding it was defended by 200 men 
of each regiment in the garrisbn ; and the besiegers 
lodged tliemselves in tl^e covered way; but the enemy 
made socb a terrible- fire- from their outworks, with their 
cannon, m'ortars, and small arms, and sprung three mines 
in the covered way; that there was noless ttian 1000 men 
wounded and slain. ^ 

The* confederates having made themselve9 masters of 
ihe counterscarp, endeavoured to perfect their works 
with all possible application. In the night between 
the 9th and lOih, the enemy made a sally, but were 
repulsed with considerable loss. On the 1 1 th, the Im** 
perialists relieved the trenches* and aii adjutant came 
from the grand army to acquaint prince Eugene, that the 
French were advanced wilbin sight of the intrench ments, 
and seen^ to have a design to attack them ; where- 
upon the prince marched with 15 battalions and the ca« 
valry, to reinforce the duke of Mariborougbf The duke 
being at dinner, received advice that the Frerich fo- 
ragers wer^ advanced within a quarter of a league froQi 
• the confederate camp, and were sustained by seveasi 
regimei|Ls, Lieutenant-general Wood, who happened 
to be at table, desired his permi$sioii that he migM 
eharge them wi^h two battalions, pn^. The duk^ 

granted 
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granted his request; and havtng detached the reginfent 
of sir William Temple, and another English foattaKon 
fot that enterprise; thej fell upon the enemj« who 
they repulsed as far as £nnevelin, ^hefe they had 
posted some forces in a castle, which was surrounded 
with ditches. The English endeavoured to dislodge 
them irom thence, and charged the French with great 
bravery ; but the duke de Vendome caused all.bis gre* . 
nadters^ and the |Mcquets of six brigades, which were 
encamped in the front of his army* near Pont-a-Marque, 
to support his troops in the castle; whereupon the two 
battalions were obliged to retire after a very stout re- 
sistance, and retreated in good order, with the loss. of 
about Six or seven officers, and near 209 killed or. 
wounded. .The next morning th^ Drench troops began 
to be in motion, and about two in the aHemoon the 
allies saw the head of their army« coniBisting of 'several* 
battalions and squadrons^ with their workmen, who 
levelled the ground between them and the allie$ in- 
trenchments. The confederate generals now thought 
the enemy was resolved upon an attaak, so that tb6 
troops were immediately ordered to their arms^ and the 
raiments commanded to their Tespeclive posts behind 
their intrenchments. Prince Eugene likewise joined the 
army; and at the same time orders were sent (o the 
earl of Albemarle (who was then between Oudenarde 
and Menin, with 30 squadrons, to guiard a convoy from 
Brussels), to return to the camp with the utmost expe* 
dition; and accordingly, on the 12th, by break of day» 
arrived with his detachment. 

About four in the afternoon; the enemy b^ao to 

cannonade the confederate camp, directing their £re 

agaiinst tiie village of Entiers/ where the 1brigadier$ 

* Evana 
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Evans and Westpiuller were posted with (wo bri^det ^ 
of foot, and were answered by the artillery planted on 
the intrenchments, which continued till it was dark. 
The confederate troops, who lay upon their arms all 
night, were the next day formed in order of battle; and 
early in the morning the jenemy renewed their cannon- 
ading with between 30 and 40 pieces> chiefly 21^poun* 
ders; and the allies did the like, with almost equal exe« 
CQtion on both sides. At length the enemy 'withdrew 
their cannon, and the duke of Marlborough and prince 
£agene» perceiving that they had no other design than« 
by frequent alarms, to delay tlie storming of the out* 
works of Lfsle, the troops were ordered to encamp i(i 
such a "manner, as to be immediately ready to receive 
the French^ provided they should make any further at* 
tempts ; and the works about the village of Entierswere 
repaired and enlarged for the grearer secucity of that 
post. Prince Eugene being satisfied that the confede* 
rate camp was sufficiently secured, he returned on the 
Uth of ^ptember, with his troops, to the siege. 

In the mean t roe the French generals were con* 
triving means to distress the confederate army, in such 
a manner as to oblige prince Eugene to raise the siege | 
and in order to this, they at last found an opportunity of 
engaging sonie of the inhabitants at Aeth in a conspi* 
racy to deliver up that tSbvvn; while on the other hand, 
hey were indefatigable in concerting measures for cut- 
ting off'the convoys, of which the camp before Lisle 
stood in need. The former scheme failed; for before 
the conspiracy at Aeth was ripe fur execujiion, it was 
discovered ; but in the latter part of their design they 
succeeded, for after various motions of both ar;nies, 
Hicy began ta throw up lines for securing- the fortress pi 
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the Scheldt, and worked at them io hard, that thejr 
appeared rather like the fortifications of a towD> than 
intrenchments thrown up in haste* notwithstanding 
they were seven miles in length. On these they laid 
cannon^ and posted the greatest part of their army 
aponthem* so that theyeflTectually stopped all commii^ 
nication by the ScbeldL Upon which the States Or« 
dered all thai was necessary both for the army or for 
the' siege, to be sent to Ostend; and if the French had 
begun their designs with the intercepting this way of 
conveyance, the si^e most have been rinsed for want 
of ammunition to carry it on* 

Tl^e duke of Burgundy was very uneasy ft>r want 
of intelligence from Liiie, which put Dubois, « 
captain in his army, on one of the boldest en- 
ierprizes which, perhaps, was ever undertaken by a 
tingle man. Determined ta attempt getting into the 
City, notwithstanding the strict guard kept by the be> 
tiegers, he undressed him$eH,and having hid his clothes,' 
swam over seven canals and ditches, and so got into the 
town. Marshal BoufBers having provided him with 
clothes/ conducted him to both the attacks, shewed him 
the condition all things were in, and having written a, 
letter to theduke of Burgundy, he rolled it up in wax, 
which the captain put in his mouth ; he then returned 
the same way he came, with the tntelligence the duke 
of Bijrgundy wanted ; by which ft wai said mareschal 
Boufflers acquainted him that if one of the enemy's con- 
voys could be intercepted, the siege would be raised i 
and that he would undertake the place should hold out 
till the 9th or 1 0ih of October. 

On the 12th of September, about pine in the morn- 
ing, the besieged came out ef the town in great num- 
bers " 
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hen, with fom coloars, and attadced the (rentbes on 
thg left in sips different places^ having at the same time 
anotbec body oftioops in the covert waj ready to lus* 
tain them; tmt befofe Ihey coUld do any other damage 
than theovertuming a few gabiont they were engaged 
by the next battalions in the trenches, and obliged to 
retreat in great disorder,^ having bad aboye 60 men 
kifled, and. among them several officers; and of the con* 
federates 14 men were killed, and near SO wounded, 
Lieatenant-general Amam continued that night in the 
trenches, which were relieved in the night/ between the 
ioth and I44h, by the prince of Holstein Beck^ bu| 
the works were not advanced very much, because the 
troops which had joined the grand army with prince 
^ogene, were not returned to their respective posts. 
However, they arrived on the r4th a little before break 
of day. The same night the trenches were relieved by 
Keulenant-geneFal Sparr, with 10 battalions as usual ; 
and the besiegers began ^to work upon some mines, in 
^rderto fiHup the ditch of the tenaUie, and they placed 
a great many gabions on the pallisades. On the 17 th 
the trenches were relieved with 12 battalions; and on 
the20tb, the enemy was driven witli iossfitom a traverse, 
in the covert- way ; the assault was then to have been 
made, but the enemy having burned their galleries and 
bridges,^ it was deferred* The trenches being relievol, 
the grenadiers marched, and-mounted the breach of the 
tenaiOe, obliged the enemy to retire, and made a good 
lodgment. The left having possessed themselves of a 
place of ara)» on the counterscarp of the tenaille, drove 
the enemy out of the counterscarp before the grand 
breach, making a second kxigment^ but the enemy 
iiQvt them ftom (Kese lodgments^ and killed several. 

Prior' 
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Prince Eugene^ to re««nifflate the g;re&atiier»^ came 
oat of the trenches^ rallied them thrice at their head* 
but receiving a wound m'er his eye, ivas forced t<S 
retire for it to be dressed, while the duke of Marlbo* 
Toogh carried on the siege, and at the same lime covered 
it» being in both commands at the same time* On the 
23d, be gave orders for storming: the troops drove 
the enemy iirom the tenaille on the left, and made m 
great lodgment along the*covert*way. The vigour of 
the enemy abating, which was owing to want of am- 1 
snunition, mareschal Boufflers fband means to let the 
duke de Vendome know it, who sent a body of horse 
«nd dragoons, each man having a bag' of 40 lbs. weight 
of gunpowder; but what by the vigilance of the gene- 
ral, and by their powder taking fire by accident, they 
3fvere mostly killed by our roiBn, or blown up by their 
own powder* • ' • 

Vendome having laid a design of intercepting a con* 
voy comtng.from Ostend, the duke ordered 12 battalions 
and 600 horse, with 10 squadrons,, to guard the con« 
voy; but supposing that the French might be too strong, 
he reinforced it witb 12 battalions more, to join the 
detachment between Menln and Ostend, while major- 
general Cadogan marched with some horse and foot to 
tneet the convoy. . The count de la Motte, by command 
of the duk^ of Berwkk, marched from Ghent wilk 
22,000. men, and came up with 6000 of the confede- 
rates, whb guarded the convoy, which occasioned one 
of the most gbrious and remarkable actions recorded 
in history. 

In this battle the count de la Motte being obHged to 
retire, gave the convoy an opportunity to arrive the 
same night uomdested ^nd tfifeat Menia. If tlUs large 

convoy 
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convoy, or ^OOwaggam Mad befn ialercepled, the siege 
of the city must inevitably have been raised; for the 
duke of Marlborough had sent several supplies from his 
army to carry on the siege, and coiild now spare no 
more. He began himself to despair of the success of 
the undertaking, and prepared the army and besiegers 
for raising the siege, being in great anxiety for. tho 
safety of ip large a convoy, upon which the whole sue* 
cess of the siege depended. On the 30th of Sep^erober 
prince Eugene visited the trenches, which were re- 
lieved with five battalions on the right, and seven on the 
left. The beginning of the next month, 300 grenadiers 
joined the troops, and attacked the ravelin, in which 
they succeeded so well, that they made a lodgment on 
It, forcing the enemy behind (he traverses to leap into 
the water, where most of them were either killed or 
drowned; so that now the besiegers were masters of 
both the Counter-guards and the ravelins: they next 
finished the batteries or) the counterscarp, to ruin those 
pf the enemy on the courtine, and to beat down the 
•bridge of coipmunication which they had from a place 
of arms to the ravelin. After springing mines and other 
operations, towards the latter end. of October, all the 
necessary dispositions for a general storm were made, 
by draining the dilch^ making apertures in the walls, 
working on the galleries, filling up the ditch, perfecting 
their lodgments and. places of arms, and lastly of finish-* 
ing their batteries, whiph consisted of 4*5 pieces of can* 
nan and 55 mortars; to supply which, a new convoy 
of 20,000lbs. weight of powder, with a great numbec 
of bombs, cannon-balls, and hand-grenades, arrived at 
the siege from Ostend. These began to fire with such 
success, that the besieged beat a parley on the 22d, and 
., i^ c . • offer 
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offered (o capUulate for the town ; whereupon hosfages 
vrere exchanged^ and it 'was agreed ihareschal BoufRers 
should capitulate for the garrison with prince Eugene of 
Savoy, and that the magistrates and council of th^c fown 
should propose their own terms for themselves, and 
the castellary of Lisle, to the fieid-depuiies of the. 
States-general. 

The French delivered Up Magdalcn-gate that after- 
noon i the horse under the chevalier de Luxemberg, 
^vho had got into the town with the supplies, marched 
to Douay. The French garrison to retire into the cila^ 
del. The prince of Holstein-Beck being appointed go- 
rernor 6f Lisle,, marched in wifh two English and IS 
other bat/alioos^ and a detachment of horse. In this 
siege the French lost 7000 men, and the allies near 
5)000. On the 29th of November the besieged com- 
inenced hostilities by the discharge of five pieces ofcan^ 
lion; the allies coniracted their line of circumvallarton, 
erected the batteries of cannon, -and carried on their 
approaches by sap: on the 30th, the allies lodged them- 
selves by the pallisades of the first covert-way, and 
made themselves masters of tlie counterscarp, except, 
two places of arms; prepared fascines, continued to 
drain the ditch, made several openings into it, passed 
the ditch in the night, and lodged themselves on the 
glacis of the second covert- way without any loss. 

On the 1st of December, they raised batteries on the 
second counterscarp, which were finished on the 5th ; 
and then prince Eugene sent to marescbal Boiifflers to 
surrender if he expected an honourable capitulation ; if 
he would give up the citadel before the batteries began , 
v^ \o play ; otherwise to expect no better terms than to be 
jttade prisoner of war, with his garrison. 

The 
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The governor^ whofte slock of ammunition wals nigh 
exhausted^ being informed Ih^t the communication^ 
was open and free between Brussels jind Lisle, thought 
fil to prevent the consequences of a breach being made 
in the hodyXyf the citadel, by beating a parley^ on the 
8th of December. Hostages being exchanged, the ar- 
ticles were signed the day following^ and on the lOth^ 
the roarescbfti, with the whole garrison, marched out, 
and were conducted -to Douay, 

Lisle was , the capital- of French Flanders, a.large« * 
rich, and strong city, then nej?l to Paris, and reckoried 
the chief place in the king of France's doroinionj. It 
stands among the pools and marshes of the Scheldt, 12 
miles west from Tournay, 28 north of Douay, 26 south- 
west of Glient/ 37 South-east of Dunkirk/and 38 al- 
most west of Mens. 

From this importantsiege^ circumstances rapidly led to 

THE BjnriE OF WYNENDALE. 

After the'detfichments, which were sent to cover th^ 
fparch of the waggons from Ostend to the siege of Lisle, 
had joined at Tfiurut the 27th of September, 1708. 
General Webb (who, as eldest* major-general, com- 
manded in chief,} received advice that major Savory, 
of the regiment of Gethern, had possessed himself of 
the post at Ottcfenbtirg ; whereupon he sent 600 gre- 
nadiers, under £he command of colonel Preston ; a bat- 
talion of Orkxieys, under the cioipmand of colonel Ha- 
milton, witii. that of Fui)e, commanded by colonel • 
Voigt, the whole under tbe command of brigadier 
LandsbergK to reinforce that post* The 28th, at eight 
' . G 2 in 
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in (he moriiin|f» all Hie horse under major-general Ca^ 
^ogan^ were ordered to Hoglade, to wait the arrival 

• of the convoy there, except 1^0 horse, which were 
sent the night before, uhder ibe command of count Lot- 
torn, (o Oudenb^rgi to carry orders to the two batta- 
Kont^ and 6(>0 grenadiers to guard the convoy to Cock- 
iaer, and afterwards to rejoin the foot at Thurout* 
About Qoon count Lotlum relumed- 4o Tbitrot^t*. wiiji' 
advice, that in his way to Ichtegem he met wivh an 
advanced guard, which he pushed into the plain,, fvhere 
he observed 1.6 squadrons mounting ia great baste on 
ibe alvm which their advanced guard gave' them ; 
ivhereupon he thought it necessary ta return in all baste 

^to give the general an account of it. 

On thisadvice^ all the foot, consisting of 22'batta2ions; 
count Lottum with his 150 horse making the advanced 
guard, with the (quarter-masters and grenadiers that 
were not detached, were ordered to march immedi« 
ately to gain the village- of Ichtegem, by the way of 
Wynendale» 

As soon as the advanced guard got to Wynendife, 
they perceived the enemy in the opening of the plain,' 
whereupon the quarter^masters and grenadiers were 
drawn up in order of battle. Major-general Webb and 
count Nassau Woudenberg, . at the head of the 150 
Korse, advanced to reconnoitre, the enemy giving or- 
ders at the same tune to the foot to advance, and form 
themselves as fa^ as possible in the plainl The 150 
hor^e were left at the opening of the pkin/ Under the 
comnaand of count Lottum. To amuse the enemy, and 
to embai'rass th6m the more, the quarter-masters and 
grenadiers were posted in a low coppice, on that 

side 
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mde of the plain where the enemy were expected to 
pass. 

As sooB as our troops passed oot of tiie deiile into the 
plain, major -geoeral Webb drew them up in order o£ 
baUle» postiDg ^tbem in the opting* between the wood 
ofWynendaleand tiie coppice on the other side, where 
the quarter- masters and grenadiers were posted* We 
had scarce got six battalions into the opening, .when (he 
enemy began to cannonade us with forty pieces of can- 
non, whereof ten were of three, bores. 

But notwithstanding the great fire of the enemy, the 
150 horse kept their ground, which produced ihe desired 
effect, in giving the general time to form his foot in two 
lines. The left wing was extended beyond (he low 
coppice, as well to prevent the enemy passing that way, 
as (o cover our flank. On our right Hank was posted,, 
in the wood of Wynendale, the regiment of Henkelam j 
and on our flank on the left, (he regiment of the heredi- 
. tary prince of Russia, commanded by, colonel Rhader, 
with orders not to discover themselves, nor fire till they 
should take the en^my in flank. Some platoons of gre^ 
nadier« were advanced 40 paces upon the right and 
left, with the same orders; and the quartermasters 
were adso posted on a road to the left^ that crossed 
through the before-mentioned low coppice. 

Theenemy, after three hours cannonading, advanced 
towards us on the plain, in twelve lines, six of which 
were horse and six foot. Count Lo(tum was hereupon 
ordered to retire, and post himself SCO paces behind 
the foot, which he did in very good order. The 
French continued to march straight np to us with 40 
battalions and 60 squadrons. But the general perceiv- 
G 3 ing 
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ing (hey extended themselv^ to the right in the cop- 
pice, he sent count Nassau to observe their motions, 
who iamediately ordered thither the regiment of Grtim* 
bach, commanded by colonel Bescbefer; and brigadier 
£U2; being come up with the last regiment, was posted 
on the right, in the wood of Wynendale. ' • 

About half a quarter of an hour before the engage- 
ment began, brigadier Lansberg/ with two battalions and 
600 grenadiers that had been detached, having advice 
Ihat the enemy , advanced to attack us, rejoined us just 
time enough to form a third line* Some mmutes after 
the enemy began the attack, marching within 150 paces 
of our flank on the right, where the battalions, who hid 
tJjeniselves according to the general's order, and who 
were not to fire till the French flank came opposite to 
Ihem, gave them such a warm welcome, that their left 
wing gave into their centre, and the regiment of the 
hereditary prince, which was posted on the flank on our 
lelt much about the ^me distance, did not miss the op* 
portunitj of their disorder, to give them a very vigorous 
<li'scharge, which put their whole line fn confusion. 
Neverthelesf the enemy pushed on, and put two of the 
alliesVbattalions m disorder; but the Swim reginjent of 
Albciriarlc, upder the command of colonel IJirtzell, 
advancing upon their horse that were endeavouring to 
penetrate, engaged them long enough to give time to 
general Webb and coupV Nassau to bring up the regi- 
ments of BernsdQrff, Gauvain, and Lindeboom, to sup^ 
ply the room of those that were pressed, which was 
done in a moment. However, the enemy, supporte4 
jby so many lines, made another attempt to penetrate ; 
but our battalions rather advanced than^gave way; 
s^thoogh general Webb gave orders against advancing, 

fearing 
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fearing lest that might render the^ (ire cf our flanks 
useleis. 

This precantion had all the desked success; the re- 
giments and grenadiers making such a continual fire as 
forced these two wings upon their centre, and obliged 
the whole (o retire in 'the greatest confusion, notwith- 
standing all the e0brts their officers could make, by en- 
couragementof viole*hce,to keep them up j so that they 
only fired at a great distance on our lines, which ours 
returned, advancing by platoons, as at their exercise^ 
with all the order imaginable^ 

Major-general Cadogan, who came up some time 
after the action began, offered to charge the enemy in 
their disorder with two squndrons of horse> the other 
four for which he had sent not arriving till near seven at 
night; but it was not thought, advisable to expose so- 
snoall a number to charge the enemy, who had brought 
up all their horse 'to favour their retreat. The battle 
lasted two hours, and was very hot ; and the allies had 
9 1 2 officers and soldiers killed or wounded. The. 
enemy lost between 6000 and 7000 men: they liiade 
their retreat in so great a confusion, that they left most 
of their cannon in a wood, which they did not carry off 
till next day at eleven o'clock, after liearing that tlie 
convoy had passed Rousselaar. The allies remained on 
the field of battle till two o'clock the next mornings 
having first carried oft all our wounded and several of 
the enemy. This victory is the mere^surprising, that 
by reason of several detachments, general Wel>b had 
not above 600 men in the action, and the enemy, by 
their own accounts, had 22,000. ' 

The Spanish ttoops were the greatest sufferers in thi$ 
action ; and they made terrible complaints of tbefxench, 

who 
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ivho formed the left wmg of the enemy's detacbmenfv 
for not having supported them as (hey mighty or ought 
to have done: but the Freii^h, on their side, vi^ere as 
forward in complaining of the Spaniards, ^nd laid 
the ill success of this enter prize on their want of cou- 
rage and conduct. 

Notwithstanding this great superiofhy of the enemyr 
major-general Webb made this bold and noble stand 
with sojmuch presence of mind, posted his men so ad* 
vantageousiy, asked the advice of (he officers under 
him wi^h such modesty (a rare and commendable virtue 
in so young a coa»mander}, and sustamed the enemy's 
repeated efforts with so much bravery,^ resolution, and 
conduct, as will tend to his immortal bonouj; f and a» 
this critical victory, which prevented the raising- the 
siege of Lisle, was owing chiefly to his'prudent manage- 
ment, and other military abilities, so that eminent ser- 
vice was afterwards deservedly acknowledged, not only 
by the unammous tfianks of the commons of Great Bri- 
tain, buUAlso in a distrnguishing manner by the king of 
Prussia, who bestowed upon him the Onier of Generosity^ 
To give this brave and prudent commander the honour 
jually due to htm, though he could not venture, being 
so inferior in number, to leave the advantageous ground 
he was on to pursue the enemy, which, in the conster-' 
nation they were in, might probably have ended In the* 
total destructioiT of their whole detachment, yet so on* 
equal an action, and so shameful a flight of the enemy,, 
with such considerable loss, was looked upon as one of 
the most extraordinary things that had happened during 
the whole war. 

Whilst major-general Webb engaged the»enemy with ' 
so unequal a force at Wynendale, the^convoy, marching 

ui)dis« 
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undi8tiirbttd> arriTed tkU night in safety at SQUSselaa^ 
the next daj at Menin, and on (he last of September 
passed through the duke of Marlborough's army (which 
the day before moved from Lannoy to Roncq^ with the 
right at Pont-a-Marque, and the left at Menin), in its 
way to thecaoyp before Lisle, where it arrived in per- 
fect saiety. 

Wynendaleis a smaH village bordering on a wood'of 
the same name in Spanisli Piander^» 28 miles noKh from 
Lisle, and 11 sotitli- west from Bruges. 

It was^ ejtpeeted after (he close of the year 1708, that 
a genera] peace would have bee A, concluded, as Lours 
XlVi-condesQeiifded'to offer very favourable conces^ 
81009 1 bllt'the alliMi ^generals, who were made plempo* 
tentiarieft,* proud wifb tuecessi rejected hit proposals; 
and made suoh deatands that they knew Louis tvou^ . 
never cotiient to them, nor permit them to be repeated 
in bis beslring, bad he not beeti ineduced to the last de<^ 
gree of distress; The monarch who had given laws to 
all Earope, now felt the complicated pangs of grief, 
shame, and indignation : he submitted to the conditions 
he had offered to be published, with (he demands of the 
allies, and the proceedings of the >)vhole negociation. 
His subjects having viewed his conduct, exclaimed 
against the cruelty and arrogance of his enemies : 
though impoverished and half starved by the war, they 
resolved to'spend their' whole substance in his support, 
and rather to fight his battles Wilhout pay, than leave 
him to the dire necessity of making peace oh those dis- 
honourable terms. Ahiinated by these sentiments^ they 
made eflPdrt^ to amaze the whole world. In June, 1 709, 
1^^,000 lighting men were ready to take the field, one 
half of which number it was thought the monarch 

could 
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could not bare raised. Sudi were the t:ircems1ances 
which led (o 
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The ailiefi opened the ^ainipiiign with lh» siege of 
Tournay, and after the reduction of that place they 
proceeded towards Mon^s with, an inteolioD to reduce it 
also. They passed the .S<;heldt on the 3d.d0y of Sep*-, 
tember, and det aphed the prince of Hes^e. ;to aUackthe 
French lines from Hannie to the Sombre^ y^hkh were 
abandoned at his approach. On the 7th day i of Sep* 
'|;mber> marechal de Bou^ers arrived. at tihaoFiench. 
ca»p at Qui(^yrain» cootepC to, act In.tbe iiifeti^rcapft^ 
city to the mar^schal yiliiars» lalthx^t^h his supeHor in 
point of seniority. Thei. duke ^f Marlborough having 
received advice that the Fr.ei|ch were on their inarch to 
attack the advanced b^(jy under the command of the. 
prince of Hesse, decamped from Havre in order to sup- 
port nhat detachn^ent. On the 9th the allies pnade a 
motion, by which their 4efl vying came so near the 
enemy about .two o'clock in the afternoq^^ that they 
canjionaded each other till, evening ; but the right wing 
o^ the allies being too far off to come up to the place of 
action at the time» there was too little day light left to 
attack the enemy. The duke of Marlborough^ prince 
£ugene» and the prince- royal of Prussia passed tlie 
night with Mu Goslings one of the fieid-deputies of 
state, that they might be ready if the e^emy made any 
attempt. Villiers, ^hough spmething superior in number 
of men, was so far from any design of attacking the 
^Jlies, that on the contrary he began to toitify his^amp^ 
which was by nature very strong. andadvantageous, with 

grcaf 
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great assiduity. Besides (he thick hedges, wbicii like a 
cbafn ran across his whole camp/be made deep lines 
to cover bis infantry on the left, and on his right he cast 
up those intrenchments defended in convenient places 
with heavy art iifery ; • and besides all this, he had cat 
down a jiumber of trees, and laid them across the road 
to obstruct the confederates^ horse : he also cut down 
the hedges behind the lines, for the nsore easy march of 
his cavalry to support the infantry as occasion might re« 
quire. So that his camp may he called^ with some 
degree of propriety, a regular fortified citadel, situated 
behind the woods of la Merte and Taniers, in the 
neighbourhood of Malplaqnet. 

The confederate arro^, which amounted to atx>ve 
10Q,00(> men, encamped with its right near Sort and 
Bleron, and its left on the edge of the wood of Lag- 
niere, the head- quarters being at Bfaregnies. Had lite 
confederate generals resolved to attack the enemy on 
the first day of their approach, the battle would not have 
been so bloody, and the victory more decisive, for the 
French had not at that time began to fortify their camp : 
but a large detachment of the allies, which had been 
employed in the siege of Tournay^ had not yet joined 
the main army, therefore^the battle' was postponed till 
the arrival of this reinforcement, and tjiis gave the 
French time to cover themselves in socl? a manner, that 
they were almost inaccessible. The troops from Tour- 
nay joined the duke of Marlborough on the 1 Ith of Sep- 
tember/ v^ry early in the rooming, at ^hich time the 
confedei^tes began to erect batteries. They raised one 
of 28 pieces of cannon on the left, another of 40 in the 
centre, and the rest of the arliltery was distributed on 
the right. A very thick fog favoured the erecting of 

these* 
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these baUeries, iwhicb were completed half an hour .past 
$even, when Ihe weather clearing up, (he two aroues 
had a full view of each other. 

At eight o'clock the signal ibr attack was given* by a 
discharge of fifty pieces of cannon, and the cannonading 
^continued very brisk on both sides. Prince^ Eugene 
advanced with his left into the wood of Sart ; and 86 
battalions of that wing, commanded by general Schu- 
lemberg, the dake oF Argyle, and oilier generals, and 
22 battalions under the command of count Lottom, at« 
tacked the enemy with such bravery, that notwithstand* 
ing the barricades of felled trees, and- other obstacles 
they met in their way, after an hour's resistance they 
drove the French out of their intrenchiQents in the 
woods of Sarts arid Taniers. The design of this attack 
was to drive the enqmy out <)f those woods, and then ^ 
to make an effort on their intrenchments on tlie plain, 
all which was happily effected. Thus the infantry of 
the enemy's lefl wing beca;ne ruined. General Wi- 
thers, with 19 battalions, attacked the enemy belUnd 
Ui^ woods fif Great Blaregnies. and Taniers with the 
same vigour. aM'Si^cces^. Thirty-six Dutch battalions, 
commanded by the prince of Orange and baron Ps^al, 
advaiKed again^^t the envy's right, posted ia the wood 
of la Merte, and covered with three entrench noent?* 
Here the battle was maintained with the, roost deJ^peiPatQ 
courage on both sides. The Dutch obliged thq Fiexm^h. 
to quit the first entrenchment,; but were rqpalsqd fron^ 
the second with great slaughter... The pri^n^e.of Qrange. 
still, persisted ip his efTorts with incredible perseve- 
ranee and intrepidity, even after two horses had been 
killed upder him, and the greater f^rt of his officers 
eiiiier slain or disabled. He at length forc^ the second 

2 entrench- 
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O^irenchment, and entered the third/ when M. de Ar«- 
tagnan-poured in upon him with amazing rapidity such 
a torrent of men as might have overwhelmed hFin ; but he 

. avoided the heaviest part of the fire hy retreating a 
few paces, and having recollected himself from his sur« * 
prize, he took the colours of. the regimentof Mey, and with 
as much unconcerhedness as intrepidity, carried them, 
to ' the intrenchtnents, and planted them there, catling 

^ oat to h\s troops, " Hither, hither, my friends, hither- 
to me !" The. men, stimulated by this noble exapipje, 
were quickly raHied, and brought again, to the charge, 

• but d'Artagnan, who fought with an obstinacy of cea* 
rage that seemed to border on despair, with supe- 
riority of numbers, obliged htm to retire behind the 
hedges. « 

In the mean tfme all things went well on the left, and 
the duke of Marlborough finding it hazardous to make a 
motion towards the right in the heat of the action, to 
recover the repulse there, thought proper to pursue the 
advantage he l^ad gained. He pressed forVvard very 
hard, insomuch that the enemy were ohKged to retire 
before him. As sooh as*he perceived them drawing off 
their cannon, he ordered the' earl of Orkney * wiih IS 
battalions, to attacki and, if possible, force their en* - 
trenchments in the plain between Sstrt and Jansart, and 
if lie succeeded, to maintain tbe post. The earl's reso- 
lution was crowned^ with, success after a short dispute, 
and the horse of the confederates now advanced, com. 
nmnded in person by the duke 6f Marlborough, prince 
Eugene, and the prince of Hesse; the French king's 
household troops ^i fitst put them into some disorder ; 
but the duke quickly rallied them, and made 1h« troops 
pat on so good a face, that the enemy soon fell into dji* 
VOL. II. ' H or'' " 
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4>rden tod dispei^eA. How^v^Cj t^^v xa^ 9k m^h 
lenicetrctai towards Bara^^ ond^r ihe coiKluct of BQuf- 
flecsi who took post bf tw^9a Que«D»j nod Vftten* 

Friace Eugene's share of thk victory was v«ry coii^ 
siderable, as be cororoanded a separate army kom (be 
duke of Marlborough. Th^ prince's lefl wing attaicked 
tbe enemy immediately after the signal . of aitack was 
given ; of the wooi of Sari, Villars and he were masters 
alternately several hoors. Prince Eugene may be Uuly 
said, to have waded tiirough blood U> the enemy's in- 
trencbments. In this obstinate fight, some battalions 
baving escpended all tlieir ammuniti»n« and lost their 
bayonets, fought several minutes witli the butta of their 
musquets. A furious fight of four hours was mainiajQed 
with the uimosi bravery, a I the head of ihe intrench- 
xaeoU^ in which bx>lh French and k»per.ia)isls Vv>efe.vaDi> 
quished and victorious by turns. At length victory de^ 
clared in f^vor of4he latter, but not till almost all theic 
infkntry were col to pieces ; the cayaby then came in, 
and sustained several severe shocks ; 4>ut the duk'^ of 
Marlborottgh making^ at this time a vigorqu^ efiort» 
greatly . fav^unod prince • Eugene, who. seeood^d) the 
opposUbn in the. besi n^annec possible, bj& making a 
furious onset. These attacks deckied the contest; for 
the enemy's lines were pushed 00& upon tli^oU>ef» and 
a]} oppbsiiion seemed at an«end. Prince. EugeDe rer, 
cejve a seveae wound in. his head, but it diduoit obiigll 
hbu to retrte. When be was peiw^ded to have. i| 
dres«ed,'h/f. calmly answered, " To. wha^ purpose if we 
are. to die here h \£v^e iive# Ih^re willbe time, enougb 
» tbe evening: 1'^ 

Tbt 
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TfcelitKfeshadhot many trofjhjes toboasiofllieir vi<s 
1c*ry : only about 16 prcces of artillery, and abodt 40 
c6lotirs and standards, iH^ere talceti> with a good number 
orpriisoners. The foss oT (he enemy was never known ; 
-ft wks computed by the most modeist accounts at 15,00^ 
Uten ; they lo^t *no ' officer of note. Among theit 
wounded was the chevalfer dc St. George, who chargcl 
ten limes at the tjead of the household troops; his hurt 
Was in the arm by a sword hi his last attack ; and the 
marechal "de Vflhirs was wounded in the Vnee, which 
obliged him to be carried off the fi:eldof battle. Afler^ 
Wards he confidently asserted^ that if he himself had not 
been wounded, the confederates would certainly haT6 
been ^efeifted. 

Coh^idering the situafton of the French, the number^ 
of lhe4r troops, aVid the raanhe^r in which they wer^ 
flMifi^, nothing coUld be more rash and imprudent 
thatvilk* attack which cost the lives of sb many brave 
Iflefi, Ahd Was attended %ith %o little advantage to fh^« 
fxyH^uefoh l(tbe siege arid surrender of ^lons). Perhapl 
the dtfke of MarIboroag|h Ihoaght a victory tibsof utelf 
fteccwwy to support hi« sinking interest at tfie court 
lyf <5ffeat Britain, Hi% intention was to have given 
bactte "before the enemy could have inlrenched thetft* 
IfeWifts; but 'prmtJe Eogene insisted upon delaying th6 
ircftion untH ihfe reinWement dtoaH arrtv^ ttotn Totat* 
nay; and thi6 extraordinary carnage is impo ltd t<i 
the impetuosity of the prince of Orange, whose aint 
IhrOogh the whole was 16 raise himself into consitle- 
ration vrHh the States^encral by signal acts of milK 
hfryprbWes^. 

Thii b^l6 was the ihor^ rnnatkabkj as it was rrt 
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reality an engagement between two separate armies 
' .on each side. Prince Eugene commanded a com- 
plete body of 50,000 men, with wings' of horse on 
(be right and left; and Ih* duke of Marlborough 
.another entire army, of which the English madiSk 
the right, and the Dutch the lefl* On the other side, 
the marechal duke de Villars commanded a' separate 
army of f rench on the lefti drawn ' up against prince 
Eugene ; and the roarecbar de Boufflers ^another on 
on the rights with that under the duke of Marlbo<; 
lougb. 

In commemoration of this bloody battle two medals 
fvere struck off. • 

Blareggies, the little town nearest to which this 
battle was fought, is seven miles from Mens in Hai* 
naalt. The adjacent villages have also given their - 
f^es to it, as Malplaquet, Blanregnies, and Taniers. 
> This is the last decisive battle of Marlborough^ though 
it did not conclude the war, which lasted yet foui 
years longer* He afterwards forced the lines of mar* 
ahal ViUari, and laid siege to Bouchain, which surrea* 
flered tohis^arms, thus leaving scarce any obstructioa 
between his army and Paris. The change of disposi^ 
Hon in the court, however, interrupted his martial as 
well as political career, and he vvas superseded by tl^eduke 
of Ormond, less advantageously in every respect for the 
queen^s allies, and perhaps less honourably for Iho 
British nation. 

His royal mistress died in 1714, after a glorious and 
successful reign, being succeeded, according to the act 
Ibr obtaining a protestant succession, by the elector of 
Hanover, afterwards George I. descended in ihe pa- 

terna" 
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fenml ^e ^rbm £Itit^b«th, daojghter <^ Jaln^ft t t^ith 
^een Afiite eniei the direct lihe of Ihe Sl^arts. 

It remaiM but to this s^tioki lo record the liv^^ ciM 
Iddrits ^ Ifae t^t^gre^t geirtethls, ^hose acik)Rs ii bM 
dilefly tecortted'-^the ptirice EtYgtAe^ •f Stvoy, aWi iH 
doke of totirllNyrough. 

FitAtlcts Bxj«fc£*<«: ^thte fii^t ito r«)k) thes6A^Eti«- 
gene Maurice, general of tbfe Swiss ahd GriM^s, and 
rhe DdHYta OYynypta Mancmiy niec!^ to ^rdrhal Maifta^ 
rine, was born fn 1663» ar»d at seven year*^ old ciftn^ 
tnitted for.tuition to the SorboArre. Mis ftifher who wafc 
also goir^rnor o^ Chatti^atgne. ii^ Fratiee, aftd earl of 
96iss€mii^ dying ad0n afier, the French khig ^rtfnted to 
hith Yhe dignity of an abbot, as a step td a carditisd't 
hat ; but the church was little soiled to the spWt whkA 
he early displayeci, and after continuing the dericjil 
habH for a time, he solicited, and was refased <i rni^ttary 
etnp1o)nneni. He had before distnigaishe<IK htmsetf by d 
proficiency in the belles fettres, and Hi haVtng, oti tht 
banishment of his mother from the French court to tfi« ' 
Low Countries, prote^rted against Its injustice^ ahd 
Vowed vengeance against those who were the <iccasioft 
x>f it. Many other instances have not beeti wanting of 
that poHticai blitidtjess which has hurried the best tocttl^ 
bers of society from their country and its interests.- 

One of the brothers of Eugene, prince Philfp, hdfl 
already been promised, by the ambassador of the em^ 
peror, a regiment of horse; with him, theneforti, ht 
irettred to Vienna, and soon became a favorite, iVitK 
cfvery mark of respf^ct from his imperial majesty. .Not 
was he wanting after his departure in mafty offers fW)tft 
tke king of France ; but they were Uov^^^tob late, tfncl 
lie becaihe an adopted German. 

B* Tl 
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The fir§t opportunity of displaying his . militaFjF 
prowess occurired in the irrupt jon of the Turks into the 
.empire, which preceded the siege of Vienna. In a 
skirmish^ the horse of prince Philip fell under him, and 
caused his death, whose command was iii consequence 
resigned to his brother Eugene, who distinguished hiim 
«elf particUhrly at ilie raising of the siege, attracting the 
IM>tice and consideration of the number of great men 
present. On, his return to Vienna^ the duke of New- 
bsms^l presented him to the'emperor, with this striking 
•prognostication •—"'May it please your majesty, this 
young Savoyard will some time or other be the greatest 
captain of the age/' That it was fulfilled need not be 
^dded. He Cx>ntipued to rise in the favour of the im- 
perial court, and wks advanced to the^ first military 
offices^ 

'At the siege of Belgrade, in 1688, he was conspi- 
cuous^ and received a cut throqgh his helmet by a sabre, 
Ihe perpetrator of, which in an instant lay dead at his' 
feet. Thdncxt year Louis XIV. invaded the empire, 
and Eugene was chosen to command the imperial army 
in Italy, where he distinguished himself ir^a peculiar 
inanner ; in conseiquence of which, at the conclusion of 
Ihe war, his old master proposed to him every thing he 
could wish^ but without tlie power of influencing him 
io return* , 

In 1697, being commander in chief of the emperor's 
army in Hungary, he defeated the Turks, commanded 
i>y the Grand Signior in person, and by that means con- 
cluded the war, which had Ij^ted 15 years. His ta- 
lents, however, were not long to lie dormant, for the 
war of the Spanish succession again led him to Italy, 
-^Dose marshal Viileroy^ at the head of the myriads 
- of 
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of France, with no diminulion of bis former succoss. 
He'^urprized Creinona by a^ecret march, and gaining 
access Ibroogb tbe ruins' of an old aqueduct, seized on 
the marshal himself, who in vain tried to tempt the 
fidelity of his captor foe his escape ; the officer who 
took him replying wilb -simple but strong terms, '* I 
have served the emperor a long while faithfully, 'and 
will not now betray ^him/' ' ^ . 

It was soon after this time that he was to have the 
splendid coadjutor whose nanie dignifies the wars of the 
present section, on the accession, of queen Anne; an4 
his own fame became such as to render him worthy of' 
that honor, by the affairs of Schellenburg, Turin, &c. 
In proportion to his increasing popularity, however, 
he found enemies, who rejected ho means of obtaining 
their ends. Among others, he received, in 1710, a 
letter, with a paper inclosed, so strongly, poisoned^ 
that it nearly occasioned him to swoon, and killed a dog 
immediately. ^ 

In 171*2, after an end b^ng proposed to the success^ 
ful war we have seen, he came to England to obtain its 
continuance, but found his coadjutor no longer io power, 
and his mission indifferently treated. With a degree o( 
sincerity, not alw^^s to be found in courts, he retired to 
the villa of his fallen friend during the principal part of^ 
his stay in England, and confined himself chiefly to his 
company. The queen made him a present of a sword, 
set with diamonds, valued at 50001. which he wore at 
hec birth-day, and was allowed to lead her to and from 
the opera performed in the evening at court* He af« 
terwards received all the attentions of city hospitality, 
.and on the nth of March, in the same year, returned 
to open the campaign In Flanders, 



He liotf sfgnaKsed hifnsetf in a tlefemlrt w%r BgsHiiH 
the French on the Rhitie^ aMd« as before, gave a pow^ 
erfal aid to the peace whlt-h t^k pke^ in 1714. Tw6 
years after, he vi'a» dg^hi dalM -ta attack ihm 7bil»> 
with (he satae succets as before ; and, after a ce^satioA 
of scfveral years, in the war between the empitev Fraf)ce> 
Spain, aTid Sardmia. 

. During the suspension of hostHtties, he had culttvated 
aH the teftwed arts of peace/ and engaged hmiself to all 
by manners equaWy caku fated for pacific employ oseiits, 
to those in whrch he. had so emrnently distitignhhed 
hiia^elF. In 1 7 S5, however, after having been ex* 
tretnely cheerfal the evening, before ' al isiipper with a 
party of his friends, he was found ilead in the -morning, 
without any apparent trause, but an immoderate de»" 
^uKton of theom, with whteh he Was supposed to havfe 
teen choked. 

The collections left behrnd Wm Irave been much 
spoken of, besides a valuable library and x^abinet ; tb^ 
<}uantity of his plate wastnconceivaWe ; and he had re- 
ceived, besides the sword already mentioned, one from 
the eropctor his master, airother from the khig of Prussia, 
a fourth from George I. and two others from tTie re- 
publics of Holland and Venice. To these were added> 
a profusion of gotd watches set with diamonds, and 
other valuable articles. 

JoftH Chur CBi LL (afterwards duke of Maflboitu^, 
Vnd prince of the Hoi)' Roman Emph'e), the eldest sob 
ofsirWinsiowQhurchill, of Woolton -Basset in Wilt- 
shire, and Elf^beth, the daughter of sit John Drake, was 
*orn on ttre«9thof Sept. 1650, at A^he, Devonshire, thfe 
scat of his maternal grandtalher!. He Was submitted for 
a short period to the tuition ofa»eighboarii)g cler^- 

man. 
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man, but with little success in regard to literary, acqni* 
aition, being taken to court when he was okily twelve 
j^ears old, and placed under thp peculiar patronage of 
the duke of.Yorki afterwards James II. who waspassionp 
,ately attached ta his sister* 

As early as 16^6, he obtained, by mdans of his pa* 
tron, an ensigncy in one of the regiments of guards^ 
«nd accompanied a body of troops to Tangier, at that 
time in the possession of the English, and about to be 
besieged by the Moprs. He remained here a short lime 
only, which, however, he employed in comparing the 
theory and practice of tactics, iin opportunity (o^ which 
he probably owed the foundation of his future great- . 
ness. That this was, however, not his oniy< basis, is 
evident fron^ the descriptions which have been given of 
his person, as fine, graceful^ and Elegant; and the con- 
stancy of his attendance at all times at couf t, when not 
occupied by his military employment. ' ' 

In 1672, the duke of Monmouth, cfommanded a body 
of 5000 English auxiliaries in the service of France, and 
received -the care of the joung soldier, who was soon • 
after made captain of grenadiers in his own regiment, 
and signalised himself in the affairs of Nimeguen and 
Maestrecht. The favour with which his personal! qua- 
lities appear to have inspired ev^ry one, 30pn extended' 
from the English to the French court. M^shal Tu- 
renne distinguished him as the '^ handsome Englishman.'^ 
The king thanked him for his services in the campaign 
at the head ofThe line; and (he duke of Monmouth, on 
his return, re-echoed their praises so much, that prefer- 
ment was showered on him from every quarter. 
\ In 1679, when the duke'of York retired to th^ Low 
Countriesi colonel Cbui^chill attended his patron. Re-* 

turninr 



Amnmgio Scbtkiid, h% reteiived fhe cofiifiMifkd'df a f^ 
irretrt (»f dragoim.s and til (he »fifii6 tmm i tr^tHei^ bi^ 
interest by & mfttrfmrombfl nHilifrce wi^ lA^^s SeLihhfm* 
tkingiti a My ^iii the bOll^ehoM of th6 pAikf^9, ^fit^ 
wards queen Anne. She waS then df Hie fcgfe i)f «!> 
iftVefy, seti^ibi^^ atti sprfghHyr ettd gtiVfe m (ieVt^ct au- 
gury of that i&^tfa<>rdinary ittfl&ertce shfe afterwards evic- 
ted over her sotensign. In iBB'i he returned with th* 
littkcf of York by sea to London, when they were wreckeA 
*iear 4he mottth of the Homber; &nd colonel ChttVchfll 
tfeceivfed a hew ihTrtaivce of the regard iA h\i p^Aron, ih 
%elecVittg him to iiccotnpaBy him in thelboat in which he 
left the ^hip, while riiany persons of qiiaflity remained 
tliehindf and perished, with 120 others. On their returA 
to court, h^ Was immediately created bardn 6f Eytnoutb, 
in Scotland, and appointed colonel of the 3d troop of 
gisards. In these posts he tontin^ed on the accessioft of 
James II. who then sent him ambassador to Fratice t6 
notify it, and oft his return xireated hitn an En^ish 
baron. : * 

Upoft the !tbe!!ion of the onhappy'dtflce oilMontftotrtfc 
Idrd Chnrdiifl, being then liettenaht-getieral of his ma*- 
jesty's fbrces, was sent with the first troOps against hit 
^aWie^ commander and frlehd, and powerfolfy eorittr- 
baled to the victory which ended ift his capture and 
fleath. He wacs received With the greatest satisfkctidn; 
on his return, by the king, from whom, nevertheless^ 
he was shortly to be Mietiait?d, by* the falal I urn of Ihfe 
politics of that misguided monarch. Acquainted with 
every movement of a court, he saw the tendency to 
ruin of that in which he had so long been fostered, and 
prepared <vith great prudence to escape the shock. 
In 1688 he altdtrdedhis royal master, f«1ien he marched 

to 



ACCOUNT OJP THE 0f OF I^^Ip^VPOROUGH. * 87 

fo m^^ 1^ pfinoe of Orange oa \ti$ iii\'asi6as but 
shortly sifter wkhjtf^w tc^ tb^. Wt«r> jntiaif^tiog the ^^st 
of all p^s^ible r«a^ns, his coi|s(;ieace, t<>/be the C2|use« 
3/ hU adyic^i, 9od ti^ai o/ Ujdy ,Cburcbi]|# ih^ prince 
George of Denmvl(« and princess Anne aopn followed 
tb^ prudent example,' 

On (hp arrival of the prince of Orange al l^ondoD, 

ct^lon^l Cburchill was entrusted wiirh the critical task of 

r^-^sembUng his.tcoop of guards, and af(er«^ards inrnp*- 

dfilHng tjie accny. Previous 10 the coronation of the new 

king and queen, he' was created earl of Marlbor-ough, 

and 9^sist^d at that ceremony a second tim^ Soon s^ft^r 

Ii^ was matde cotnmandor in chief of (he English forces 

s^i| tf> Holland^ .and ^Hcited thai general ^cJiQJr^tidp in 

' the Dutch and Germ9ns| which h^d before attractf^d the 

eulogia of France. Prince Wajd^ck declared, that, " be , 

eoi^ed more into the ^rt. of war in ^ day, than somQ 

gener$^I& in many ^e^rs/' The earl of Marlborough nent 

distinguished hijoself in the cause of his new patron iq . 

Irekod, where be continued to exhibit sqgb Uincommon 

aViUti^S «s induced king Wiliian) to^dbserve^ H\9i " be . 

kniew no -ono so fit for a generd,. wb9 had seen so few 

c^mpaigns/^ So coqaplete^ did Marlbproijtgh possess, 

IhQ confidence of the soldiery* sq d^ir^ble to^ general* 

thait in the most inextricable difficulties tbcy exclaimed* 

--' Cor w'4il Jofm will get us oBV*' 

Btt i some susprcioos ciricutaalances atising in the. con# 
dud of tihe.eaxl« perhaps from bis eloae eonnexion witii . 
the court, ortfaeendeavoufs.of bis o||d. master with his . 
former ai)l>j/?ct& in England, he wa^ suddenly deprived 
ofi^U bifi ^mpi^menis, as well aa his lady, and conti'- 
n\i^ in 'disgrace till tbe death of queen Mary_. So^ 
a^ Ijhat e^6Qt« basv^^oK^ viulbbi&aspalforiiine, be^i^A* 
1 recalled 
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to the royal favor, and appointed governor of the dole 
of Gloucester, with this comph'mentary instructipn from 
the king:— ** Make 'hiiD, my lord, but what you are, 
and my nephew will be ail I wish to see him.** To this 
^mp!o/ment was added^ that of one of the lords jus* 
tices id the kind's absence. Again also he was sent to 
Holland, in a capacity both^miiitary and dvii. In 1700 
thekmg honoured him there by « dining in his tent, and 
on his approaching death recommended him as a p^ope^ 
person to succeed himself in protecting the liberty of 
Europe. . • < 

His expectations on the accession of queen Anne were- 
not disappointed: he was elected knight of the garter, 
and declared captain-general of all her majesty's forces. 
The same appointment, wtlh a splendid salary, was ad- 
ded by tlie States-General. This was the period at 
which we have seen him exhibit that grandeur of enter- 
prize, that distinguishing character in arms, which ele- 
vated him in the eyes of all Europe. In the latter end of 
the year 170^, he was created dake of Marlborough, 
with a princely revenue, and received the honourable 
gratitude of his country in a variety of wajs.- Just about 
the time of 4113 departure in 1703, he received a small 
check to his happiness, in the death of his -only son, the 
new marquis of Biandfbrd, at Cambridge, but it did not 
interrupt his career. When the campaign was over, at 
an interview with the emperor Charles III. of Spainj 
that- monarch presented him with' the rich sword he wore 
at the time, with a profusion of compliments. 

In 1704 as we, bave before s^ewn, he joined the 
prince Eugene, and performed the series of warlike ex- 
pk>its we have recorded under his name. When the 
campaign was over, he returned to England, bnnging 

with 
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With him msu^sbal Talfard^ and 26 other officers of dit** 
tinction, with l!21 standards and 179 colours. These 
w«f« erected in Westniin&ler-hali, and hira self received 
witii every mark of hoooi and esteem. Among these 
was the erection of a splendid palace, fi>r. himself ahd 
poalent)L, called, Blenhein^. 

In the jear 1 705, the duke of Maclboroagh went to. 
Holland, but with ordinary success, and afterwards 
visited the courts of V^ennai Berlin, and.* Hanover. At 
the first he was presented by Joseph IL with the prin- 
cipairty of Mjndelheira ; and at the others arranged in 
the most.saiiskictory manner a^ cogapltcation of political 
afi^ah-s.. In 1706 he returned to England, and received 
a repetition of the public thanks, with some further care 
^ for the interest of his family. A party, howeveri wat^ 
now arising, who conceived danger to exist in his am- 
bition ; and that influence which the duchess had en- 
joyed over the. queen uninterrupted throughout . a num« 
ber of years was about to be supplanted by another ; 
nevertheless he continued to pursue his brilliajut career 
with the same undiminished success, till (he latter end of 
L7 1 1, when tlie discontents had increased so muchj that 
he was dismissed from all his employments. At the 
sane time the nes^t year he retired to Aix-la-Chap^le» 
and his own principality of Mindelheim, as a kind o 
voluntary exile. 

Being prepared for such an event, he returned i^bout 
the time of the queen's death, was received in at m^ner 
similar to former occasions, and reinstated in all his 
{nilitary offices. Bis advice aided again to crush a 
. rebellion in favor of the family by whom he had been 
reared, but it was the only exercise of his extraordinary 
talents that took place in his new command ; he now 

vol. II. * . ;• I retired 
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retired almost at once entirely from bttsine'ss^ remaining ' 
constantly at one of his villa;?. 

If we have p^^sued with wonder this great and fortii- . 
,nate generaf through ail his transactions to an elevation' 
little short of empire, it willvbe no hess pleasing to view 
him. in the decline of days, Surrounded by the gre^t, the. 
learned, and the good, and passing away by degrees 
with the mild decay of an autumnat evening. The ten- 
derness of every branch of his family, including some ' 
lovely grand-children, was the constant solace of his ' 
latest hours. One instance of this shall be here briefly 
mentioned for the purpose of introducing the last, though 
far from least, of the flattering compliments of which the 
world bad i^ot been frugal towards him. In I he year 
1718, duririg a visit of bishop Hoadley, Dr. Samuel 
Clarke, and the celebrated Sir Richard Steele, at Blen« 
hetm-house, the younger part of the family, and some 
other visitors," dielermined to entertain bin grnce Wilh 
the dramatic performance of the tragedy of All ^or Love. 
Lady Bateman, a favorite daughter of the earl of Sun- 
derlandi in vain solicited the Sheridan of that day for an 
appropriate prologue, and was. therefore surprized, 
almost impromptu, with the elegant production -from 
which the following lines are extracted, a unique per- 
formance of the defender of civil and religious liberty: 

«< Whilst ancient deeds and heroes in us live. 
And scenes of love and war we here revive* 
Greater in both, in both more fortunate, 
* Tha» all that ever ages past call'd great j 

O Maelbro^ think not wrong that I thee name* 
And first dp homage to thy brighter faVne. 



-— • Caird from soft repose, and beauty >charms»^ 
Thy louder fame is spoke in feats of iurms i 

- - " The 
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The ^fahlid stories of grear -Philip's son 
By real deeds the* world hath seen outdone* • 

Thts heap of stones, which Blenheim*s palace frame* - 
Kose in this form a monument to thy name ; 
This heap of stones must crumble into sand* 
But tby great naoie shall thro* all ages st^id. 

One shall arise who will thy deeds rehearse* 
Not in arch'd roofs* npr in suspected* verse \ 
But in plain annals of each glorious year** 
' With pomp of truth the story, shall appear* 
Long after Blenheim's walls shajl mouldcrM lie* 
Or blown by winds* to distant countries fly. 

O cherish the remains of life 1 siyrvey 
Those years of glory* whicl) can ne*er decay \ 
Enjoy Che best reward belo^ allow 'd* 
The mem'ry of past actions great and good T* 

It need scarcely be added, that the duke was ex* 
fremely affected by this tender and unexpected com* 
plim^nt. 

The period was, however, now fast approaching* ^ 
when every honor ,was to be reisigned (o the care a^ pos- 
terity. His grace shortly after experienced a paralytic 
stroke* which prx>duced a tot^al depajr ; and we who have 
seen him prematurely rising to "^lory and affluence* in 
youth and beauty* must now mack his descent to the 
grave. 

" From Marlbro's «yes the tears of dotage flow.** 

* Alluding to the proposed intention of Sir Richard Steele to 
write a history of the, war in Flanders. This poem is selected 
from the Hoadleian AISS. in the possession of the representative 
of the fi^ily. 
. 1 2 He 
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He died on t>ie 1 6 A of Jufle, 1 722, at Windjior- lodge, 
and was burled wJth the greaitest ^lemnity in West- 
minster-abbey, leaving issue his successor to the. title, 
and four daughters. 



Medals wre struck to perpetuate the bat^te of Blen- 
heim, On lh^ 3d day of January, 1703, the colours 
and Plandardu taken rit Blenhehn were set up in Wesl- 
minsler-hall; and three days after the duke of Marlbo- 
rough was entertained by thecity of London. Marechal 
de Tailard, with ihe other French* generals made pn'r 
sonersin this battle, were immediately after their arrival 
10 England, conducted by the royal regiment of horse- 
guards to Nottingham «nd Litchfield, where they ^were 
treated with gr«at retpect, and «ilolved the privilege 
of riding ten miles^roond the pkures of their confine* 
went. 

The emperor was not ^wanting on his part to.pe^pe* 
tuate the memory of this glorious victory: he caused a 
tftately pillar to be erected on the field of battle, with an 
inscription on it concluding with these words : 

'fhtercitii 'Victoria cam iramortilli gtoria, iraperavit Johannes, 'di*x 
•de Marlboioogh,. Anglos. 

Uchn, dakie of Marllxiroagh, an Englishman^ commanded the vie* 
• ' toriDus arjny with immortal glory. 

The only facts which we have been able to collect of - 
the marshal Tailard, vVho appears so conspicuous In this 
-aflTairy are, that he came to England in 1 698 as ambas- 
jador, and accompanied king William from London to 
Newmarket, where, his aslonishnient was excited to an 
extraordinary degree at the numbers of nobility he fotind 

there. 
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ihere, and the prodigious extent of gamliig he witnes* 
sed. From England he followed king William to Hol- 
land, and was afterwards employed in ^forming a party 
in England against the partition treaty. 

'His presumption and capture at Blenheim have been 
abeady noticed, ars well as his destination on his arrival' 
in England.' He remained at Nottingham till IJ^'^f 
4he same year in yiphich the duke. of Marlbproogb 
died. - ^ . . 

tfThe foHowingranecdote is' recorded of his manner. 
While besieging Landau, being acquainted that the im- 
perial troops, commanded by the prince of Hesse-Cassel, 
Was coming to attack him in the lines, he insolently 
prepared to intercept their design,, and seize the advan- 
tage of the attack^ which he made with fixed bayonets; 
and obtained a decided victory. *''Sire,J' said he, i)y 
way of announcing it to Louis XIV. "we h&ve 
taken more coioors and standards than your majesty has 
lost soldier&.'V - / 
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Ifilitary TransatHonSyinchdingthe Immmof^kt 
Pretender. . 

1715 to 1756. 

BAtdeof Di»^l>Iaii^-^^D«tth)geo--^of fonte»oy;^Prest(m {PaiM-i- 
•Account of Colonel Gardiner-^BaUle of Falkirk— Battle of 
€aUodeii-*-Di8Ue9ae» of the Hqpir^sentative of the Sloarts— Bat- 
tle of Laffeldt. . 

vJrN tKe aoce.<;sion of King George the First, a degree 
ofsev^iiiy towards the tory iniDJ«try, whidi had previ- 
ously borne svnay^ became necessary, thai tended ^in the 
most fidwerful manner to excite the attemptsof the re- 
preaentatiues of king James, and to summon all the 
^^fyw6t of their adherents. Numerous lencontres was 
the consequence, of little moment to,ihemiUt£^ry tear* 
der, and of no other tHan a painful interest to the favoref 
of either party. The succeeding affair is the only one 
distinguished by the best martial records. 

THE BATTLE OF DUMBLAm, 

Between the royal troops x^mmanded by the duke of 
Arg^le, and the rebels under the command of the earl of 
Mar» may be said to have put an end to the rebellion 
of that time, inasmuch as no action happened after 
it. On the 12th of day of November, both armies being 
in the neighbourhood of Dumblain, resolved on giving 
battle. In the morning the dake drew up his army, 
<n4»ich*4id not exceed 3500 men, on the heights to the 

nortli^ 
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tmih^mAt 0rS>ii«Dibkitji:; at^lost he uraa^^nt&itiked both 
on the right and left. The ckimt thatiforiDecl part of tb^ 

* <%ntre and right <wiiig ^of the Prefciider'*s army* Mith 
Cfanronald and Gjengary at thair bead* cbafged the 
leftof the king^Aartny aw^rdinhand/witb ^»och iinpe* 
taosity, that tn leven >haUFs both'horie and foot <were 
routed with -great slaughtec,«nd generarWhetham^^ba 
cornmanded them fled^t foU gallop to ^terKii^, ^whete 
Jie declared thatthe royal arcny was totally defeated. 

In the meaD'time>Uiedulieof Ai|;}Ho/whoeflimtnafid» 
ed (n person^ attached the lei^of the enemjrat. the head 
of Stair's and Cvanit' dragooifs, and drove thein^twt> 
niiies before him« though m that space thsy wheeled 
about and attemptedto rally ten tioies* tBO that be was 
obliged to press- tbem bard, that th^'migbt not recovof 
from their confu«on. Brigadier Nightman ibilo wed in 
order to ^mtainiirai ^ith ^ three baitaltotfs of infantry, 
vhHe tbe vietoriDostigbt^fng'OPtberebeh, bavii^pur- 

^ sued Whetham a considerable way, returned to the* field, 
and f<^nied'in'the'rear ofWightman to the amount of 
'5000 tnen. The dtike of Argyle Yeturning from tlie , 
])urstiit, joined Wightman, -who liad faeed aboat and 
taken 'positession of some indosures, andinud^a^ls, in 
ex peetatioti orbeing attacked. In tbis posture "both ar- 
mies fronted each other till eirening, When tbe<doke 
drew off towards Dumbkin, and the leb^ retiwd to 
Ardrodb/without mutual molestation. 

Nextday the dtifkemarcbmg back to tbe^eM of t)at* 
lie, cafrrfeB affthe wounded/with'foirtr ptecfes of <»mnon 
left by the enem y» and retired to SterUng. Few persons , 
were taken on either side; thetottmberorslafn might, be 
about 500'df eaebarmy, andltotb genemfa^claitnad^tbe i 



«f the Idwfur«iiccewion to tb« imperial ctobimons Huts 
the pan of Great B^ftain, -which intetpofwd, in relation 
ttt 'Hanover. ,They supported the queen of Hungary, 
in qualitj of aukilllarfea, as France did the *emperOt, 
afldboHi^ooti becalne principals in fhe contest. 



Is (he fiMtairaFrof moment in the annak of tiirs war ; 

h was foflght on the 15lh day of June, 17*3. The kirtg 

•arrived in his campbrft four days Jbcfbfe, aiid with hitn 

'Ihedtike'of'CambeiiaDd came 1o make 'hrs fi'rstcarm- 

TMilgn. 

By a particuliir operatlooj Ttrarechal Noaitles, com- 
'iBMider of the French army » gained a superiority in the 
*^fd, and over the allies, commanded by'tlre e&rl of 
'Stair; he o^ut off fheirprovisions by making himself mafi- 
terofthe passes above and below their camp, and h'neld 
Ihe Windingrof the Maine with catuion in such a man- 
•tter, that when' the king resolved to march to Hanad, 
where had arrived a reinforcement of 12,000 Hanove- 
tians and 'Hessians, both with a view to effect ihe junc- 
tiort, and get 'provisions for his forces, who were now 
^Uoed to half allowance, he fi^und 'himself exposed to 
tile enemies batteries, a precipitate march was then aft 
thcresource he had; and on the i4th of June, in the 
niddle of the night, -he ordered his army to decamp 
without beat of drum. The marechal, who saw him iii 
adangerous road, between a mountain and the Maine, 
fceth which he occupied, ordered thirty squadrons of the 
toosehdd dragoons'and hussars to post themselves neat 
'Deltihgen, in a hollowrwayr^eip-jlH^y would be un- 
/^ ,.-"''"-'/ / perceived 



100 llAB.TlALll|^aiSX£JL. 

posed. tt« but he VK9S over-ruled-, and opi permiUe^ to 

The king exposed himself to a heavy fife of cannoa 
and mu^q^eUy ; he rode between the fir&i and seepbd 
lines with his sword drawn, arid encouraged the troops^ 
to fight for the honour of Eo^and.. Among the other 
suigularitiesof th^.battle, shoald not be forgot- a count 
BouflSers, of tlie branch of Rjeroioncoiirt, a child of only 
ten years and a.Balf old, who had his leg shattered with 
acJUinonball; he received the wouad, saW hid leg rut 
offf, and died with equal undauntedness ; so mufth 
yDUthj, with so muqh courage, drew tears from all the 
spectators. The loss was nearly equal on both ^des. 
The allies, who computed their army ai 50,000 men, lost 
a)90Ut 3000. 

Among the killed of the allies, were the generals 
eiaytoaand Monroy 5 of the wounded were the duke of 
'Cumberland, who exhibited uncommon proofs of cou- 
rage, and was shot through the calf of the hfi the 
duke of Aremberg, the earl of Albemark, and general 

Huske. 

Among the killed of the ehevy were tb^ duke de 
Roucbftrt. m^rquisses Sabran a^d de Fleury, counts dc, 
Estrade and de Rostaing ; wounded, dukes de Boufflera. 
a^d doAyen, counts de Eu, de Harcourl, de Biron, 
axul de-la-motte Houdancourt., 

The cpnsequence was nothing ; a great deal of Wood 
spilled without any advantage. The king gained greai 
. hpnowr, hut was obliged to seek provisions at Hanaq* 
living his dead for the vanquished to bary, and hia, 
sick and wounded on'the. field of baAtle. 
• From Hanau.ihe earl of Stair wrote the folta^ag \e^ 
(•r to marechat Noailles. . > 

♦'I have 
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«r I have sent bwk all. the Ffench prisoners itot t 
liad ftny knowledge of, and hare given orders (hat those 
wlio are in (he bands of (he Hanoverians shall be releas* 
ed. Give me leave to reiufn yon (hanks for jour gene- 
teas befaaviotir^ which is enUrely a^eeableto the sen(t- 
aent 1 have always en(ertained for (he duke de Noailles. 
I aih obliged (o jou^ sir, for the care yoa have so gener- 
oiisly tidcen of oorwoonded, whom (he French general 
bad indeed^ (reated with great care and (enderness. 
Such ^neiosity softens (he rigottr of war* and does 
honour to bamanily/' 

Vohaiie says he saw my lord Slair a feV? weeks after 
Ihe action, and asked hisa wha( h^. thought of (he aiTair 
at Dettingen; to which (he earl replied, I (hink yoa^ 
comniitted one mistake, ami «ve (wo: yours was (he 
passing (be hoBow-way/ apd not jiaiting patience to 
wait : ours were, first exposing ourselves (o de8(ruction, 
and then not md^ing proper aie of our vic(ory« 

DeUingen is merely a viUag^ dignified by this battle, 
and sstoated on the river ^skioeu. 

In coottnuation of (his war« the confiicting powers 
por8iied'(heiff iranoasfians, (iU 

The French mohardi^ordered a numeroas army to 
wareh inif (he N^tberlandit^ and gave the command of it 
loinaiechaloottnt deSa9(e,aodhisMa|esty »n<^<^^^^*^* 
frfiinjiihsad ii hmjm after. They invested (he slroi^g^ town 
of Ta«acqr«s the^tb of Apfit. lie ^nttied forces^. 
oommaoded hy theckike of CundterhiHt fesolved,on re^ 
Beviiigthal|»hoe, ihocigh they were gmitlytftleric^ lor; 
Bomber. Oo thie 9tt(h (he (wo armiea we«e in.$igtf( o^ 

Te|..|f. K. each 
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€aeh otKer. The next day. (be alliet nvore eniptoyfed to 
driving the enettj (fom tlie' advanced posls* aiidcieftr'* 
itig the defiles^ (hfMgh wbich iheynBghlsBAvsLace .U>iikm 
attack^ while (lie- French cobipieted 'tbeir batteries, and., 
made the most feroaidabie prepaiations ^brtimtf .o^ 
ception. . - , J . i V. . 

'The first of May, at two in thenoRiing, theooftfeH 
derate mnaj marelied forwtir^s m foar cotftmnsy ami oime 
aiid drew^ op Wi order of bivttle kritie f>iala, wtere Itni 
detacbment'Sent tbe {irobeediiig tiay was. posted. Ite 
right wing, composed 6f English, and the ilaviokrcnaiMy 
who formed the ceatfCi ^unde nna^r-gen^ral 2a£Uow, 
were to form in/otir IfiiieS) lo^ tbe lefi, at bt a& (be woaal 
of Pienme : they we^o to manch up inShsee i?olwniis;|. 
the first cdtniin, wbidi vi^S'Cairairy^ tocome uptbe.road 
oT Mons, along th6 viJfoge of V<yon) atid- tbe ibird t«f 
ktretch ibtodie pkhi b^tWfieiii *Fiiiiteo«>y^«iid Aiftom- 
His highness th6 dalieof'C'«iKbe«idiid4MiivingbMiiin« 
formed that there was In th^'frtmt of tbe 'SRiilaga^of 
Veron, a fort mounted with caiMnoh, wbeie dOC^ or doa 
men might be lodged, ordered brigbdter-geiieral Ingoids- 
by, with four battalions and tbrep siiK»poiiadeis» $o uim 
tack the village sword in hand, wbilst the prince of Wal- 
deck, attacked (be vtUa§B o^ J^oqtenpy, wbicb he bad 
undertaken to do. . 

"- Lte«t«natit"genesal- sir Jaioes Cainpfaeli mis^ordered 
tb cover thetfj6mtry4if:sbe>rigbt'Wtngt which wafrcoao*' 
mahded by Meatenaiit-genefai LigODier» iwbiist k Jtbonkl 
be ^ming, iMilh tteeiiaq«iadronsv-by exteadtog bin-* 
adi akmg 4be ^n io tbib wood, toamds the i^bige 06 
.^btenoy/ q[>b.^ diiB|milida iwraa fftiiiaatfd 1^ an aociu 
^nttoitr J^mesi)ampbeU, to 'wktrnxk^xm^ioUv^aitd, 
littviag bad the miafartuoe te loae >lus kg by a.csMoa 

abot. 
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alio^. Sir John Ligonier/however^ formed the two Imet 
of fD&ntry, elthoogb entiieiy exposed, fvUfaoei any 
Gifter internipf bn fvom like French* then a brisk^xnncm* 
aide, which did greet esecaiinn. Bet he even f ikoced 
the inovHYg batteries of the French^ fay causing seven 
pieces of cannon to advance, by order of bis royal Mgh» 
tiess. The cannonading began on both: sides aJ)oat a 
l|uarter after four oVtecl^ ; the fire was ineessant,< it oc- 
csBicmed a moiit aiekincholy destmctian^ and, among 
these of ihe Frenehi who Ml in Ihe first volley, was tho 
dake deOriftinont, wh& presented a aneiiiniful apectacie* 
Brs th^hs i^re shot oS^ and in anhoorafter faeex- 
pired.r 

The cannonacting continaed withottt inteniiisstQn tiH' 
nine oV;k>ck, when the cottfederale arnty^wasformed in . 
i^der of bat1i)e» 'Sit Jeftn Lif^ier > tainediately ae« 
qemted the tMce of Cumhieriawd by an 'ai$l*de*c4iap^. 
^rh^ Wa^ ready, andif hk hi|ji^hnessaf>provedof it, 
wbuld begirf^thd attack as soon as the prince of Wak 
deck thoftk) march fof %)tt viliage of Fonlenoy, a& had 
been previoasly agreed between them« The. fori next 
the wood should have now* hecn- attacked, which, if U 
had be^n carried, woeM hate greatly contributed H^ 
^ai^s the success of the cdnlederates. But having re^ 
ceived fresh orders for aHering his disposition, br^adiei> 
general Ingoidsby didnbt attack the ff>ft, although head*- 
vibced v^t Wn 1 50|>aees of rt, where he was exposed to 
ft doiHineal fire, and^ was unfdtrtunaftely^ wOanded. When 
iwoBrWish Kneswere drawn ap, iheidake of Cajobep* 
land put himself at iheir heady an# gave orders to maroli 
directiy to l^tack the- left wing of the Frbnd*, posted at 
Aatotn^ prfnceWkldeck, with* the Hanoverjans, and 
twelve Dutch battalions moved at- the same tknolo at^ 
K 2 tack 
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, tack Fontenoy. While the remainder of (he left wing 
proceeded to ad erainence* from. whence ihey can*. 
>»«ieded the French, but never once attempted to at- 
tack their ri^^ht wing« During the time theconfede- 
latet were marching to their respective attacks. The 
French kepi a strong fireofcannon^ making whole lanes 
through the ranks of the confederates, partictiiarly the 
English* who nevertheless advanced «witb an amazing 
intrepidity,' and reserved their discharge to tlie distance 
ef thirljf paces jbefore they fire4 The^ritish infantry^ 
which had been drawn up very thick, broke at the 
second charge the brigade pf French, who fell back 
upon the Irish brigades. The Frencb cavalry,, who 
immediately advanced towards them, was not Jong aSie 
to stand the dreadful lire ofibat lineof infantry, so that ior 
above an hous they certainly had every jadvantagejovei: 
the 4eft wing of th|^ Frendi, although several 'of tt^ir 
N}liac(rons rallied, but were again compelled togiv^ 
ground by the prodigious /ire firom the Brilisb in* 
fantry, who thus unsupported by their cavalry, had 

. a fair prospect of a complete victory, bearing down 
M before them ; and after drawing the left of the Frendi 
mrmy dOOO paces beyond the viiiageof Fontenoy, found * 
themselves masters of the .field of battle, as far as to 
4heir camp. The left wing of the French, after ralr ing 
to a great distance to avoid a cbse engagement, at 
length opened and uncovered two batteries^f great guns 
charged with cartridge^ of small shot, which made so ter- 
^ble jBk fire in front and.flapk that ail the valouj'of the 
Bcitisb column could not bpar up against it, . During this 
jsngagement. Prince Waldeck attempted, successively^ 
Awo attacks upon the village of Fontenoy ; but scarce 
was he. ar^iyed at the head of (hfe first detachment, be- 
V . ' forfli 



ftire he wwf eaken in ittnkbja btttteryoftwenfy-fiye 
pieces of cannon, whicb were planted behind a woody 
and ttade «idi a dMadfbl havock ih diacl^rging chain- 
shot And'earirfdge, tkat Ihe foremoi^ troops were obHg- 
-rftofeW teA on those who'^w^e'advaacmg. 05) sustain 
them, OpoVi whficff M. de tir Vliuj^yen, who comitoand- 
etf in the village of Pont\snoy, vigordusly i^doubjad hia 
Bfe, afnd obRge* tht Priotoe to recede; whicb^ together* 
with the misfortaneof Mgadier fngoWsby's not succeed- 
infe ift his atlaek oi? tbe fort ei Veygon, brought the Bri- 
tish tiroops into a meianehoiy tltiiation, who now/oundi' 
themselves' between cros? firet of small atos 'snd can* 
Don, and' were likewise' eiiposed ta that of their front, 
so that the Hrilish getiemls found it r necessary to retire 
to the height of Foi^aoy,. and the ftont near the^wood, 
flrom whence aho' there wai» a continoed iire which oc* 
casfoned some' cOHfii^ion> bat by' the aftention of the 
duke of Cumberland arid naTthal Kontgrogg, k waa^ 
S006 prevented' and the tvoopaagain putrinto or4cr. It 
Was now atieift twelve o'clock, and 4he confederate ge-' 
neraUr deeermiffed on making a second trial ; tbe British 
Jbrceswefe to endeavour to carry the redoubt in the 
weod^ i^ile prince Waldeck re-attacked tl^e^iUage gi 
JPontenoy; fhe BHish, animated by their laTe 8UCce9s> 
and encouraged by their genei^ls, recommenced the al»^ 
tack with the greatest spirit and bravery, drivmg the* 
French to their Camp wkh aConsfderabMosr; greats pait> 
c^ tlietr infiintry was broke, several of their squadrons^ 
rooted; and the French mooarch shaddeved for the fate! 
of (he day. But marshal Saxe perceivio]^ the conlb- 
sion of HisniieA^ ordered the household troops to advance. 
He ordered these to lie followed by the foot^ Who in the 
fir^ disposition sastained the left/ and aome pieces of 
* It 5 ' ~ yanhpQ 



iswnxm, to sitencHc Ihe confitfd^rale atlillerj, whicb'gr««U 
I7 annoyed Ibe honsebold troops. 
. This new disposition 'made an tmmedial^ altemiiofi, 
checked the violence of ibe British infimtry* and gav«, 
leisure to the Irish brigade, and. that of Vaisseax, to 
form them%elYes. Snch was the furioiis bravery of the 
British infieintry, thiit marecfial tie Saxe was now redaeed . 
. to his last and principal effort^ to retrieve the honoul^ 
of the day* This was in bringing up the Irish brigade* 
a corps on whose courage and behaviour he entirely de> 
pended for a favourable decision of so great, so dubiouSf 
and well contested a battle.* The Irish hrigadei consist- 
ing of (he regiments of Cl^e, Lafiy, Dillon, Berwick, 
Huth, and Buckley, with the horse of Fi(l^ James, being 
dfawn up, were sustained by the r^gicnenti of Norman* 
-dy and Vaisseux, and marched up |^to the British line 
Without firing. The British were now greatly thinned^ 
ihe men w^ried, and wherever they tfod, were ob%-. 
ed to fight over the mangled bodies of their dying cottif« 
' Irym^ r* while their new and bravest opponents were 
lre$h, suid prepared for th» rough and savage encounter* . 
an encounter like that on the plains of Pharsalia, where 
lirothers* might embrue their hands in fratcirnai bloody 
idaiions sluice out the tideof.ccftisangosnity, friends 
, murder friends, and countrymen country mea; and 
Inhere every .dreadful act of war w^s drest in more for* 
midable, more awful horror^ As soon as the Irish brv- 
gadeitdvanced, the nre was dreadful, and the; slaughter 
great, for havoc seemed here the most delighted wUt| 
her bloody banquet. The combat was sharp, strong, 
«nd sanguinary, they fought hand to hand, bayonet la 
bayonet, foot to foot, apd blow' for blow. But so great 
MM the determinafion. qf ^be British Uoops, the Iria^li 

brigade 
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brtg^ lo vigorous, thie riii7'of itie French artillery so 
petpetuatly brjsk, that being now all charged by the 
hoosehold Ifopps^ and attacked in flank by the carabi- 
niers, they began to stagger, nor could they support the 
violence of so rode a shock, and about one o'plock were 
obliged once more to retire to ibe groand between 4he 
village and the point of the wood. The French cavalry 
endeavoured to break Iheto in their retreat, but were so 
well received by 4he British guards/ and majoi^general 
Zastrow of the Hanoverian troops, that the regiment of 
Koaill^ was almost destroyed, and the carabiniers had 
tbirty*two oflicers killed. • 

As the Dutch did not make iany attempt on the left, it 
wa^ resolved by the confederate generals; that the whole 

' airray should retire* For which jxirposeihe coili vandtng 
officers of lieut«mint*general Howard^s regiment,* and of 
the Higbkinders, were ordered to post themselves in the 
church yard of Veyon, and the others in. the hedges, 
where tisey had been posted the day before ; the cavalry 
was likewise drawn up to lecufe the retreat^ which ' 
was made in such excellent ordqr, the battalions frdntinfr 
the French every 100 paces, that there was not the 
kast attempt made to disturb the confederates, who re- 
turaed to their camp ^t Brufibel, and quitting it the. 
jame night about eleven o'clock, marched directly to the 
camp at Lassines,- near Aeth, in Hainnault, twelve 
miles north-west of Mons, leaving most of the wpu/ided 
jd the hea4 quarters at Bruffoel, upon tbo confidence of a 
cartel and the usual behaviour upon such occasions 

- ^t in this they were pnhappily <feceiyed,lhe miserable 
tufferers were most inhumanly treated by the Frendi^. 
who carried them to Lisle apd Doway, without dressing 
their wounds and^njrithoiit even i lupply of neGessaries>. 

■ w^h 
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which occaskmed the death, of many oflkers flild sol* 
diers. 

Tbo Men lort about 12,000 m^, i^dnding a- noni- 
te of officen;. aaoag &ese were Keotehamt^genenil 
Fonsofiby ; aaaong Ihe wounded were the earl of AIber« 
marie, the earl of Ancram^ brd Cathcart, and lord 
George Sacfcville. ^ * ' 

The victory cost the Fivnch ahaott an eqaal hvmfaer 
of Iwei ; and altfaougb the attack was generally cousin 
dered nuh and piecipi^te, Ihe British and Hanove- 
tiaii troops fouglrt with such intreptdjty and perseverance, 
that if they had been properly sustained by the Dutch 
Ibrces, and* their flank^s coveted by the cavalry, the 
IVench in all prot>ability would havcf been iMiged to 
afemideii their enterprise; 

The conquest of Toomay was theiittiiedialleCiQfnse-' 
^uence; and shortty after Ghent, extend, Dbndisrasonde^ 
Oedemarde, Nieupott, and Aeth, sarrendeied to the 
«nemy. * . ^ 

Fohtenoy, the scenes ihe present btfttlef, isr tfa«ee 
atiileii souHi-east itFOm Teurttay. It is si town* ot the 
Austrian N^thertands^ sttoated on'the.eonfinet^Fhih- 
fera. •-■, • 

Thfrprogrefe»ef Geoi«gef tHe llv on the continent was 
However interropted by another, and the la^ attempt 
ef the femify of Stiiatt lo regain the tftrone of these 
fealmf* 

Charles Edward, the enterprising grandkon of king 
J^mes the II. embarked in 174d> from Fmnce, on board 
• privateer; with' seven officers, twelve- hundred' stand 
srf arms, find a fffiafr^uiti oP money, and arrived in the 
Highfands of Scotkmd; where he was welf received by . 
ttie head» of sevend eiaos Or ftnjiKes; Thd^ thousand 

men 
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ifwnsdon ranged themselves between his banners, whom 
his coaragej ewample, and hardy life, inspired with the 
greatest enthasiasm. He made himself master of the 
impdrtant town of Perth, and proceeded toEdinbargh^ 
Where he was proclaimed regent for his fatber James, 
and the whole kingdom was astonished at his siic« 
cess. ' , 

The perticalarsofthis rapid progress will, however, 
be better understood a^ an introdaction toan affair, more 
attractive from its collateral circumstance than the tX'^ 
iubiiton of military t&lent. 

BATTLE OF PRESTON PAlfS. 

The rebel army being considerably augmented, 
though very ill- provided with arms, crossed the Forth, 
in the neighbot|rhood of Stirling, and advanced towards 
Edinburgli, where ihey were joined by Lord Elcho, ion' 
to the earl of Wemys, and other persons of some dis- 
tinction. O^ the i6th of September, 1745, the preten- 
der. Prince Charles, sommoned the town to surrender. 
The inhabitants were divided by faction, and distracted 
by fear : the place was not in a posture of defence, and 
the magistrates would not expose the people to the un- 
certain issue of an assault. Several deputations were 
^ent fttom the town to the pretender, in order to nego: 
ciate terms of capitulation. In the mean time, one of the 
gates being opened for the admission of a co^ch, Came*^ 
ron, of^Lochiel, one of the most powerful of the High- 
land chiefs, rushed into the place with a party of his, 
men,^and secured it without opposition. Next morn- 
ing the whole rebel jirroy entered, and their prince toot 
possession of the royal palace of Holytood -house, in the 
suburbs. Then he fcat^scd his father tobc proclaimed at 

'■•; ■ ^ ^ ^ \ ■ . i^ 
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den, in Linlitbgow«hire, on the lOtb of January, }6SS< 
His father, of (he family of Torwoodhead, was a capUin 
in the army during the reigni of king William and queen 
Anne« and a gentleman oCgood property ; his moibec 
was of the Hodges of Gladsmuir. 

He was educated at the school of Linlithgow^ and 
made^ considerable progress in classical learning, but 
was early removed to the 8(rmy» having served as a ca- 
dety^aad at fiMirteeii yean <>f 4g^ bad a pair of 6ploof;s ia 
|i -Scotch regimenl in ibe Puicb service» in whicKhe 
cbotiiu}e4tiU,l702»' 

He then exchai^edipr a similar Qomasission in the bip 
my of queen Anne, aod distinguished bimoelf at the battle 
4>f Ramiiies, where he was left among the dead on the 
field. \. His wound was occasioned by a musquet 
ball whtqb entered At his meu(h» and without even 
injury to his teeth, passed through his neck on Ibe left 
side of the vertebras, at the moment whan he was lally^ 
ing his men to his colours, which he had pbKied on a 
rising ground. Notwithstanding the success o£ bit 
party, which was cpmrnissfooed to drive the Frencb 
from a strong position in the church yard, the latter re- 
mained master of the .fi^d where be layi the duke of 
Mtflborongh havii^ pushed his success t)eyond thai 
scfsne, without the possibility of regard to the killed and. 
woundfcd. He therefore lay all night as he fell, in con^ 
tiderable agony, wbicb, however» he dissipated by 
ingenious oonirivances to secure a sum of money in bia 
own possession* , ^ 

In the morning some French spkliers, accompanied 

by a cordelier, came to plunder and to pray for the 

dead; when one of them perceiving signs of fife in the 

young soldierj^ was humanely about Co extmguish them 

<- * with 
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With his 8word, but wa? prevenJed by the friar. He then 
made signs for something to drink, and obtained a cup 
©f spirits, which had a powerful effect en hivrecovery ; 
and iie was soon able la misrepresent himself as the ne- 
phew of a neutral gQVQnwr in the neighbourhood, to 
whom he pequested to be carried, having a friend at 
Huy, who he Icnew would be ready to receive him. 
To this they agreed, bat lost their way, and be was 
obliged to remain a second night/ in a wood vith ht% 
wound undressed. The next day they touk him to a 
convent, where he was. kindly received, and tenderly 
treated, and soon regained hU liberty by an exchange of 
prisoners. 

His dis-afiter probably procured him a speedy pro'mo- 
tion, for he shortly after obtained a cornetcy in lord 
Siair's regiment of Scotch Greys, and in January, 1715, 
was mac^e captain-lieutenant in tdlonel Ker^s regiment 
of dragoons. Being known io lord Stair, he was made 
bis lordship's aid-du-camp, and afterwards his master 
of the hprse, on the)?mbassy of the same nobleman to 
Paris. He next obtained a captain's commission in the 
dragoons commanded by the subsequent lord Harrington, 
and remained for a considerable time the confidential in* 
mate of the bra\*e and generous nobleman before men- 
lioned. Being sent with s.oiS€^ dispatches relative to an in- 
tended inva^iion of the preXender, he is said to have oc- 
casioned the French king's death by a prediction of its 
speedy occurrence, which having caused that nionarch, 
Louis XIV. to eat too bcartily at a public dinner, by 
way of demdnstratiiig his health, produced that event in 
less than three weeks after. 

In 1717, captdin Gardiner became major of his ref '-' 
a)ent, which he continued till its rc^ciuction, and then tv 
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ccived the tigti-maiHial of George I. for tbeiirfitiracaflt 
majority of dragoons. This happened in 17'i4; hewa4 
therefore appointed to Croft's dragoons; and on the 20lh 
^( July, in that year, removed to an old regiment, for- 
merly commanded by the earl of Stair, in Scotland, 
This was k pleasii^g change, as it brougiit him near to 
bis mother, a woovan of intelligence and sensibility, to 
whom he had been indebted in his iiifancy for a foanda* 
tion of virtue which appears never 4o have been erased, 
e%'en in a constant round of Parisian dissipation. He 
had the happiness to know, Ihat he had contributed, l>y 
a. respectful and considerate attention, to render her life 
more happy, and no doubt promised himself many addi- 
tional opportunities of increasing those attentions ; but 
~ these hopes served only to aagment his sorrow oii the 
event of iier death soon after, which happened in 17^5. 

On July II, in the following year, he married the 
hdy Frances Erskine, daughter of the earl of Buchan, a 
lady of degant manners, aiid eminent virtues of whom: 
the only iaak, (according to his own account) after a long 
period, was the value and anxious love of her husband. 
In January, 17S8, he became lieutenant-colonel of his 
regiment, then commanded by lord Cadogan, and con- 
tinued in that station tillhimaelf received the' command 
of the regiment in whkb lie fell. 

Early in \H5, he was ordered to Stirling, to assist in 
9oppret«ing the rebellion, and there he left his fami1y# 
to whom he only said, on perceiving their tears at h\i 
approach of Ihe danger to which he was fiable; '* W^ 
bave an elernity t^ 9pend together.*' The day before 
the battle of Preston Pans, he rode through the ranks of 
bis i<egimeDt, and addressed bis men in l^e most respcct- 

*od animating manner, and perceiving a timidity m 

part 
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part of bis (fooptt^ dcierrained to set them a spirited 
example. ** I cannot >^ said he, ** influence the coiw 
dact of others as I could wish, but I have one life to sa« 
crifice to my country's safety, and I shall not spare it," 
They continued otKler arms all night, and in Ihe mom*^ 
ing, by break of day, perceived the approach ofthe rebel 
army, the consequences of which^'e have seen. After 
his dastardly troops had forsaken hira, peicetvinga party 
of tl>e foot coBiinuing to oppose the enemy bravely with* 
out an officer, he immediately headed then), though ^* 
ready twice wounded, exclaiming, ** Fire on my lads, 
fear nothing/' At the insiant, he was clove down by 
the scythe of a Highlander, fastened to a long pole, and 
immediately covered with wound*. 

A brave and faithful servant attended him, to whom 
\f^ waved hjts hat to retreat, and who heard the last words 
jwhich be uttered—" Take care~ of yourself.,'' He r«» 
("etired to a distance of two mil^ s, and returned with a 
partj as soon as he could do it with safety, disguised a^ a 
xniller's seryanl. His master was yet breathing, but 
{>!undered even to. his cbaths^ He opened his eyes, 
and no doubt, recognised the fruitless yet pleading at* 
tention. He was conveyed to ^he Manse {or mtnister*i 
house) of Tranant, and put to bed, but at eleven, aftef 
painful groans and breathings, expired^ 

He was followed to his grave on the Sunday following 
by numbers who disdained to fotbear paying^this tribute 
to the memory of a great and good roan, though the 
^country was in the hands of an eneitfy. 

We have derailed the circumstances of this officer's 

life to shew that a serious sense of religion, for' which hm 

is more than dignified, in the account of his life hy Dn 

Do4dridge, is not incompatible with true braver)' and a 

L 2 strict 
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Strict sense of honour. " It is not/* saya a sensible 
French military writer, " suftkienl tbat sofdiers shouW 
be brave, they must be also reputable persons.*' We 
do not pretend that a camp csin be always raa^Je a4iouw 
of prayer. We have even seen a Cromwell returif 
from " seeking live lord/' tO the praclfce of abominable 
crimes, but the morai duties may be practised in a field 
of carnage, and a reapec^t for the deity be mainJalned by 
a victorious army. This is only to be obtained by th« 
education of Gardiner^ whose conscrence thus early fixed, 
Jed him timely from the gaieties of a dissijjat^d capi(a^ 
and made him ultimately the exemplary father of thirteen 
children; yet it pievented him not from a personal ex^ 
ertion, and a fail, not inferior in glory to the actions of 
beatbeirantiquity. 

As a pleasing instance of the tenderness and attention 
with U'hicb we look back to the conductors of kbe gnar- 
dlansrof our infancy, the following anecdotes are added : 
at»a lime when colonel Gardiner would have concealed 
a belief in the doctrines he had ^eeh taught, pas- 
ft'wg (toni Harwich in the packet boat to Holland, a 
violent storm arose, in which the vessel suffered so much 
as to induce a fear that she would not long be able to 
'withstand thestor^n. Colonel Gardiner,' on being in- 
stigated by the captain in th^ moment of danger, applied 
hTmself iervenlly to prayer, and in a short time after 
ihey safely arrived at Calais. It is probable that an im* 
piopef use of this coincidence provoked the raillery of 
his acquaintance, lo escape which be made this answer: 
•* It was midnight, ati.hour when my good motl^er and 
aunt were asleep, or I should have left that p&rt of tho 
knsiuess to tliem.'' ' ' 

~ . ' A« 
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A« If da{€rmmed (hat rojsdiy should yidd lo ivoihing; 
fes» (ban. royal, (he pretender prosecuted his success 
^gainjt all who were seart against him. After advancing 
ii4o (he hcftrt of England, without any assislance from 
France, he defermined to feturn to Scotland, as the 
scene better adapted to his cause. 

BATTLE OF FALKIRK, 

Charles Edward was besieging Stirling castle, wFicn 
sdfice was brought him that the royal troops, coibitoand- 
ed by g^eral HawFey, were advancing to give hini tJat- 
(le; on which Charles quitted the siege,, and Hawley 
arrived at Lirtlrthgow on (he 1 3(h day of January, I74^» 

Next day his whole army rendezvoused at Falkirk, 
white the rebd* lay encamped at Torwood. On (ho 
iTJhthey marched to attack the king's army, which was 
formed m order of batlle, and advancing to the encoun- 
ter. The en^my had laken possession of a hill on thei^ 
right, ami Hawley ordered two regiments of dragoon^ 
todrive them from that eminence. Their prince, who 
stood in ihe front of the line, gave the signal to fire, by 
waving his cap, and his followers took aim so well that 
theassailatrts were broke by the first volley; they re* 
treated with precipitation .'and fell in amopgthe infantry, 
vhich wire likewise discomposed by the wind and rain 
beating in their faces, welting (heir powder and disturb- 
-rng their eye«sight; The rebels followed their first 
Wow, and great part of (he royal army, after one h^regu- 
lar discharge, turned their backs, and fled in the utmost 
consternation. U all probability few or none would 
have escaped had not general Huske and brigadier 
Chohnondeley, rallied some regiments, and made a gal- 
lant standi which favoured the retreat of the rest to 
1- a Falkiil 
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Falkirk. Among the few who wllh&iood the general , 
panic on this occasioii, was the Glasgow regiment of 
' militia which had been appotnted to guard the baggage, 
and maintained its ground till it was-oFdefed tofetreaU 
The king's army reliredinconfajtonio Edinburgh, leav- 
ing on (he field part of their stents and arliliery to th« 
rebels ; but their loss of men did not exceed 300, includ- 
ing sir Robert Mbnro, colonel Whitney, and some ©the*- 
oflicers of dLstiqction. It was at this period thai fh^ 
officers, w1k> had been taken at Preston Pans» coaveyed 
to Angus in Fife, broke their parole, jh consec}^ence of^ 
finding themselves unguarded. . Tbey returned to Edin- 
burgh on the ptea of having, against iheir \viU, been for^^f 
cibly released by the inhabitants. 

Geiieral ii^why, who boasted that withiwo vegimenis 
be would drive the rebel arrays from one end of the kingr 
dom to the other> 'incu>rred very severe censure for tho 
dlspo3ition he made» as well as for his conduct before 
dnd after the action. He however found means to vin-: 
dicate himself to- the satisfaction, of his sovereign, a]« 
though, it wias judged necessary that the army in Scol-^ 
7and should be commanded by a general, in whom the 
9oldiers might have some confidence ; and for this pur- 
pose the duke of Cumberland ^as chosen. - ,/ 

Falkirk is a town in Scotland, eleven miles south Tj-OKm 
Stirling, in thepounty of th^ same name. 

The career of the enterprising and hitherto fortunate 
pretender, was now aboiit to be C9ncladed with the moft4 
unhappy circumstances. 

; THIS BATTLE OF CVLLO^SK. 

in the beginning o( April. 1746, the duke of Cunii- 
^(landbegjaji his march from Aberdeenj and on the 



■ 




^^1 




^1 


^^^H^^bb^^^^^^^HmNIhJ^^H 


^1 


lliw'i 


^^^H 


^^^^HHF^'"' '" 


H 




Bl 




i^^^^^^^^^HHU^^H 


^^^^^BI^^^^Bl tl>^1l-. ■ ^'^ttUt^'" ^^^^^ K 


^^B 




H 




in 


^^^^^^^^H^' 


B ^n 



BATTLE OF CVLLODEK. IJ9 

i2(fi passed (he deep and rapid river Spey, without op- 
position from the rebels, though several of them appear- 
ed on the opposite si^e. Why they did not dispute the 
passage is not easily to be conceived ,* but indeed from this 
instance of neglect, and fheir subsequent conduct, we 
may nearly conclude they were under a total infatuation* 
His royal highness proceeded to Nairn, whe^ he re- 
ceived intelligence that the enemy had advanced from 
loJi^erness to Culloden, about tiie distance of nine mile» 
from the royal army, with an intention to give him 
battle* 

On the J6lh of AprH, between four and five in the 
morning, they began their marcli from Nairn, formed into 
five lines of three battalions each, headed by major- 
general Hu^ on the left, lord Semple on the right, and 
brigadier Mordant in the centre; flanked by the horse, 
under the generals Bland and Hawley, who at the sam« 
time covered the cannon on the right and left. 

They marched in this order about eight miles, when a 
detachment of Kingston's horse, and of the^Highlanders, 
having advanced ahead of the army discovered the Van 
of the rebels moving towards them. 

As soonas his royal highness had noticeof this, he com* 
manded the army to form in order of battle, which was 
thus- executed. The thYee battalions of the second Iir)e 
defiled to the left of the respective battalions in the van, 
thatfs to say, Barrel's to the left of Monro's, Scotch, fusi- 
leers to the left of Price's, and CholmondeFey's on the 
left of the royal, then marching up, funned the front 
4ine of six battalions, between each of them two pieces 
of cannon. Al;the head of this line, and in th6 centre, 
the earl of Albermarle commanded ; on the right wing 
three squadrons of horse, ondet major-general Bland, 
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'i^ere oB tibeleft^ and three sqttadfons^ con^nMnded % 
liOrd'Ancram* 

Tb« second Hne consisted of five battalions plaoed to 
face the openiD<j;s of the front line, with three pieces of 
tannon placed between the.fifist and second baUalionft, 
on the right and left of the same line^ that if the enemj 
either broke througlt the centre, or outflanked the rfgh£ 
or left of the fro^t; they might convenientJy play upon 
<hem. - 

To support bothy and as a final reserve, was placed 
the remaining'four battalions, winged on the right and 
letl by Kingston's horse. • 

In this disposition (he army continjaed for some tiinr^ 
but the body of rebels not advancing, it again, fell ini^ 
marching order, which, continued until the frcnt were 
within a mile of the enemy> then formed inta Bgbtifig. 
order as before. 

The rebel army formed their front in thif fteeik divir 
sions, being so many clans under thieir respec:tive chiefs,, 
with four pieces of cannon placed bef^K^ thetc oestrei 
and the same number on each wing<« The centre was- 
headed by sir John Drummond, tlie right wing by brd 
George Murray, and the left by the person who caUed 
himself duke of Perth* To support the firoot line 
, occasionally, ^nd covered by some stone walla, on tbe- 
jight was di&posed I^itz James's horae, and four compa** 
nies of French picquets ; on the-left, one body ef horse*, 
made up with the yx>ung LtaJi^'s guards, some hasKars> 
and the Perthshire squadrons, and five oompaniefi of lord 
George Djummond's foot. Open. to the centre of tlie 
front lino was placed the young Italian Iwilh his body 
guards^ In. his rear a line of reserve, consi^'ag of 
three columns T Ihc first on the left commaaded by lord 

Krlmar- 
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Kifmarnocli, Ihe centre aJaitin by lord Lewis Gordon 
and Glenbuckel, and th6 right by Roy Siuart. Next 
and directly In ibe rear of Gienbucket, were the regi- 
ments of Perth and Ogilvie stationed, as the finaf«eserve. 

In this order the rebels began firing on the kfng's 
armj about two o'clock, with their cannon, which being 
ill seived, did little execution. The rebth were, how* 
ever, soon put in disorder, by the successful firing of th« 
king's army. They disliked this way of fighting, and 
therefore made a push on the right of the king's armyi 
where his royal highner?? waited to receive them in per- 
son. This they did in a kind of bravado; to draw (he 
king's troops forward, but finding themselves deceived, 
Ihey turned their whole force on Barrel's and Monro's 
regiments, where tbey attempted to flank the king's 
front line, their design was however comprletely defeat- 
ed by theadvancing of Wolfe's regiment ; in the mean 
time the cannon kept playing upon them with cartridge 
shot. 

General Hawley had opened a passage throygh 
some stone wall* to the right for (he horse, which ad- 
vanced on that side, while the king's right wheeled oflf 
upon their left, dispersed their body of reseri'e, and met 
in the centre of their front line in the rear, when being 
repulsed in the-fronl, and numbers cut ofl^, ihey fell into 
universal confusion. The hbrse on their rear made a 
dreadful carnage, the foot moved on in due order, but 
Kingston's horse, from the reserve, gatloped up briskly', 
and, falling in with the fugitives, did great execution, 
(he rest Vvero routed wfth great slaughter ; in less thah 
thirty minutes they were totally defeated, and the 
field co\-ered witft the slain. 

The 
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The road, as far as Inveri1fes«, was sirewed m\k 
dea4 bodies, and a great number of people who had 
come to see Ihe battle were sacri^ced to the undistin* 
gttishipg vengeance of the victors. Three thousand. 
rebels were slain in the fiM and in the pursuit. The 
earl of KiUnarnOwk was taken, and in a few days lord 
Balmerino surrendered biinself to one of (he detached 
parties. 

The diflerenl disposition of these two ^rmies were in 
some measure owing to ll\e different disposition of their 
respective situations. The king's. army had lo fight uii- 
Covered> the rebels covered behind walls ; b«^ when 
(heir impatience to get out of the way of the king*s can* 
non» pressed them on attacking, they necessarily loM 
either ti^ benefit of the reserve, or the reserve lost the 
benefit of the cover« which they not choosing to do» the 
impetuosity of ihe front carried them too far from th^ 
les^ye, and their having no guard in their rear^ the 
horse from the king's right and left easily over whehned 
them. . ^ ^ ^ 

On the other han4i ihe disposition of tlie king's army 
« as' perhaps as just 9s the mind of man was capable of 
contriving* if one failed« another supported^ and if that 
failed, a ihird^ The -enemy could not possibly take two 
^pieces of cannon, but three must directly play uppn 
Ihero, nor break one regimei)! but two were ready to 
ittpply the place. If the rebels were repulsed, they 
were routed ; ii any part of the king's army broke ilvsj 
rallied^ apd were supported. H^d the king's army at- 
tacked, it ^ight have not been so well» because then the 
rebels would have been closed and covered, ^nd conse- 
quently' the breakin|^ of them the more difficult. 

Tha 
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The vanqoisbed adventurer forded the river Nesse^ 
and retired wiih a fevv horses to Muid, where be con- 
ferred with old lord Lovati then dismissed his fol- 
lowers, and wandered aboal a wretched and solitary fu- 
gitivcy anjong the isles and mountains for four months* 
enduring a series of hardships, danger, and misery, as no 
other person ever out-lived. Thus in one' hour alt 
bis hopes vanished, and the rebellion entirely exlin* 
guished. One would almost imagine the conductors of 
this desperate enterprise had almost conspired their 
own destruction, as they certainly neglected every step 
that might have contributed to their safety and success. 
They might have opposed the duke of Cumberland at 
the passage of ihe Spey ; tbey might also have attacked 
his camp in the night with every prospect of success, 
as they were inferior to him in number, and weakened 
by hunger and fatigue, they might have retired to hilU 
and fastnesses, where they would have found plenty of 
livecatlle for provision^ recruited their regiments, and 
been joined hy a strong reinforcement, which wasactu- • 
ally in full march to their assistance ; but they were dls- 
Iractcd with dissensions and jealousies, obeyed the dic- 
tates ofdespair, and wilfully devoted themselves to ruin 
and death. - 

Wlien the news of the battle arrived in England, the 
whole nation was- transported with joy, and extolled 
rbe duke as a hero and deliverers both houses of pari ia-i 
raenl congratulated his Majesty on this at spicious event | 
ihey decreed, in the most solemn manner, their public 
thanks to his royal highness, which were transmitted to 
him by. the speakex, apd the commons by a bill, addt d 
25>000]. per annum to his former reventt^. 

-Imme 
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• Immediately after (he decisive baltleof Cu!Io(3e;p, he 
took possession of Inverness, and ordered thirty deserters 
to' be executed. He (lien detached several parties to 
ravage the country ; one of these apprehended lady 
Mackintosh, who was sent prisoner to the castle of Edin- 
burgh, plundered her house, and drove away her cattle, 
although her husband was then actually in the service of 
governqient. The French prisoners were sent to Car- 
lisle and Penrith. Ki-marnock, Balmerino, ^lomartie, 
. and his son, the lord Macleod, were conveyed by sea to 
London, at?d those of inferior rank were confined in di- 
-ferent prisons. The marquis of Tullibardine, together 
wiih a brother of the earl of Danmore, and Murray, 
(he pretender's secretary, were secured and brought to 
lh>; tower of London, to which the earl of Traiquair had 
been committed on suspicion ; and the eldest son of lord 
Lovatt was imprisoned iif the castle of Edinburgh. In 
a word, all >iie gaols in Great Britain, from the capital 
northwards, were filled vviih these unfortunale captives. 

The nuni,bcr of bolli armies \vere variously atlixed. 
The king's troops at least exceeded 8000 men, whereas 
the rebels did not amount loTOOO men. What number 
of (he king's troops were slain was never exactly known. 

Cullodcn is in Inveriiesshire, two mileS from the 
towp of Inverness, and a mile to the south of Culloden- 
hcnise. It belonged to the late Duncan Forbes, lord 
presidt nt of Scotland. On a nuior, or heath, called 
Drummossie, the battle was fought, which is generally 
tailed Culloden Moor. 

We cannot forbear in this place to associafe with the. 
exlinciion of the hopes of Stuart, a name whose coun- 
sels, always important, tended in no inconsiderable de- 
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gr'ee to (hatbclltiant success which tba& unexpectedly 
covered his Britannic Majesty's arms. 
• On the return of the Duke of Cumberland to th« ^ 
Netherlands in 1747, the followhig battle was fought; 

B4TTLR0F LAFFELDT. . 

In this action, vihich was soon after the cause of a 
peace, the Duke of Cumberland took post with his 
whole army between the two Nethes, to cover Bergen-, 
op- Zoom and Maestricht; and Marshal Saxe called in 
his detachments with a view to hazard a general engage- 
ment. In the latter end of May, 1747, the French 
king arrived at Brussels, and his general resolved to uc- 
dertake the. siege of Maeslridit. P'or this purpose he 
advanced towards Louvain ; and the confederates per-, 
ceiving his drift, began their march to take post be- 
tween the town and the enemy. On the 20th day of 
June (174-7), they took possession of their ground, and 
were drawn up in ofdeV of battle, with their right at.. 
Bilsen, and their left extending to Wirle, within a mile 
of Maestricht, having in the front of their left wing tli« 
-village of Latfehdf, in which they posted several bat- . 
talions of British infantry. The French had taken pds-* 
session of Herdeeren, immediately above the allies; 
and both armies cannonaded each other till the evening. 
In the morning, the enemy's army marched down the 
hill in a prodigious column, and attacked the village of 
LafTeldt, which was well fortified and defended with 
amazing obstinacy. 'The assailants suffered terribly in 
Iheir approach, from the cannon of the coiifederates, 
which was served wiih surprising dexterity and suc- 
cess ; and they, met \< ith such a warm reception froin 
VOL. rr. M ' ih 
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the British mosquetry, as they could not withstand j 
bui, when they were broken and dispersed, fresh Wi^^ 
gades succeeded vVith astoinshing perseverance. The 
confederates were driven out of the vitlage ; yet being" 
sustained by three' regiments^ they measured back their 
ground, and repulsed the enemy with great slaoghter. 
Nev^ertheless, Count Saxe continued pouring in other 
battalions, a^d the French regained and maintained their 
fooling in the village, after it had been three times lost 
and carried. The action was chiefly' confined to this 
post, where the field exhibited a horrible scene of car- 
nage. At noon, the Duke of Cumberland ordered the 
whole left wing to advance against the enemy, whose 
infantry gave way ; Prince Waldeck led up the centre : 
Mareschal Bathiani made a motion wilh the right wing 
towards Herdeeren, and vicl^ry seemed ready to declare 
for the confederates, when the fortune of the day took 
a sudden turn to their prejudice.* Several squadrons of 
Dutch horse, posted in the centre, gave w^ay, and flying 
at Tull gallop, overthrew five, battalions of infantry that 
were advancing from the body of the reserve. The 
French cavalry charged ihem with grea't impetuosity, 
increasing the confusion that already was produced, 
and penetrating through the lines of the allied army, 
which was, thus divided about the centre. The Duke 
of Cumberland, who exerted himself with equal cou- 
rage and activity in attempting to remedy this disorder, 
was in danger of being taken; and the defeat would. 
In alt probability, have been total, had not Sir John LI- 
gonier taken the resolutiorT of sacrificing himself and a 
part of the troops to the safety of the army. At the 
head of three British regiments of dragoons, and some 

^ scjuadrons 
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s^aadrbhs of impertal horse* he charged the whole h'ne 
^of the French cavalry with suoh intrepidity and success* 
thai be overthrew all that opposed him, and made such 
a diversion a$ enabled the Doke of Ci^berland to make 
ah orderly retreat to Maestricht. He^himself was taken 
by a French carabineer after his horse had been shot 
nnder him : but the regiment he commanded retreatbl 
with deliberation. The confederates retreated to Maes- 
tricht without haviiSg sustained much damage from the 
jmrsuit, and even brought off all their artillery^ eiccept 
ttxteen pieces of cannon. Their lots did not exceed 
6000 men killed and taken ; whereas* the French ge- 
neral purchased the victory at a much greater expencew 
The cominon cause of the confederate powers is said t6 
have suftered kom the pride of their generals. On the 
eve of the baftle* when the detachment of the Count 
de Cleronont appeared on the hill of Herdeeren* Mares^ 
chal Bathiani asked permission of the comit)anVier-tn«' 
-chief tt> attack them before they should be re-inforced* 
declaring he would answer for the success of the enter- 
prisse. No rogard was paid to this proposal : but ihe 
' superior asked> in his turn, where the mareschal wouFd 
' be in case he should be wanted ? He replied* ** I shall 
always be at (be head of my troops/' and retired in dts« 
'gust. The subsequent disposition has likewise been 
blamed* as not above one half oP*the confederate army 
could act, while the enemy exerted their whole force* 

This was the last battle of ar\y importance previous 
tothe treaty of -Aix la Chapeile* when the war seemed 
to be transferred to the Indies, ander the insidious ma- 
noBOvre of France to influence the natives against the 
control of Britain. The relation of these ' circum* 
Mances* however* fall not within the view of this work* 
M 2 and 
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and were not sufficiently slrikirt^ U^ ihleresl the profes- 
sional reader., but refer rather -U^ our naval bistofjr. On© 
circumslaiice is, j^f'erthel^ss,* recorded here, ftdm. the 
horrof.iWhich i^fi^curreitce: excited, and the acc&ra<^ 
fjf ilsdesciiplion by one of ibe *no$i intelligenl of tire 
luflTerers; wc mean thai fdadve to ihe siege of Cal- 
.cutta, in which so many Europeaqs were su^ocated by 
.coiifincmenAin apriaon, or telJi called^ by waycfpre- 
ciniiie;>fe, the black-bole of Calcutta. . ■. ? 

JouN I}A.i.i(YMi^LB^ eidei^ son'of John, .Yiacocmf, 
and aflei^qrdji ,Ea)^I,i of tStair, and .GltzaWlh I>iirtcNi«» 
,daugh(er.i}r -Sir J«^brv Dunc^as,, bf. N«wliitbbf itk North 
.Brit*i»,3 was barn tJbe^QCHb f)f iuly) \61%^ i Hie family 
had alre^d^ 4Uitngai$hed tiself ^totsgh sevunwl'cdntttri^s 
by i(a martial and, political takiat<s;. hi^ iorddjip's-ad- 
*c«stor, y^dam de Pairytepl^i having beeii cons'ptcaooa 
in the r^^ of Akixandetiri.<<abotti )266)ibrhislearb- 
ing and penetration, and bia^eif gaveirery einrfy speci- 
mens of that eleVated, chiiracter which' irii^t be^kp^- 
ted from a long lipe of getierous ancestry. Wftile yet 
« boy he is said . to have dbc^ipKned others around him 
into a military corps, which he named after himself^ and 
-which soon acquired all the eVplatlons of an army with 
afitonishing exactness. ' 

Before ten years of age the young not)1emaii had 
made considerabre progress in classical iearmng, under 
su private tulor, from whom he went to the univerrity of 
Edinburgh under a guardian. With tfiie French Ian« 
■guage he was. still earlier &miUarized. His cOAduct tX 
^x^lJege, as it had been at honiie, was polite and sensi- 
ble, nor in either sitttHtion did the dignity of his birth 
-seem tw affect him otherwise tifen with lii« superforn*- 
. cessiJy 
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cessiKj of generosity « and afiabililj of manner^ and an 
exeinpiar)^ conduct. . 

He left the college of Edinburgh in 16&8, having 
passed throujgti the whole of his courses, and entered 
himself avis Riblktheca (a member of the library), where 
his name is recorded. He soon a'ler went to Holland 
to study the art of war under the Pjince of Orange, af- 
terwards William III. and soon witnessed a variety of 
those grand transactions which constitute the experience 
of Ihesoldier* and fitted him for the place he was after- . 
wards to hold in society. He learned fortification and 
gunnery undetthe eye of the celebrated engineer, Coe- 
horn, and acquired the French , Spanish, German, and 
Dutch languages, wiih such a purity as to pass for a na- 
tive of the respective countries. 

The young k>rd appears to have joined his lather and 
family in being very instrumental in promoting the revo^ 
hitton, to whicli his youth, symp^hy^ and talents-were 
very favorable j and va consequence received the, early 
»olice of king.^yilli&m on bis accession to the throne of 
Britain, and an appointment very near his person. In 
^1690, he went with that monarch to Ireland, and made 
a conspicuous figure in his retinue. At Carrickfergusj^ 
where they landed> and Belfast,, to Which they next 
proceeded, and where they were received with gr^at 
splendor by the Duke of Schomburg, and 4he jgeneral 
under his command, he was pa/ticularly distinguished, 
and continued to merit the honors he xeceived during 
the whole of that campaign.. 

RetUFning with King William to England,, he- again 
accompanied his Majesty as one of his li fe* guards ta 
Holland, and again received the most flattering aiten* 
lion. 
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in the war wfiicb -was now delerininecl ct ^gain^l 
France (1692), he received the eommaBd of a regntterit 
^hrch conferred the highest honor upon its cdohel ; ^ 
ftiid was present with great credft at the batilbof Stetern- 
'\hk, and in various other o|)eratfons».. To iiis pafernil 
regard for his soldiers, and ^llention'lo lits subalt«riv 
efficers, this and many o«her advantages of a military 
Ti(fe enJDyed throaghottt his successful career, are to be 
' attributed. ' ^ - ' 

' After the death of bis patron, and Ibe sacciession of 
Queen Anne, Cblonel Palrymp!e particularly attracted 
'the attention bf the Duke of Marlborough, who, on the 
Sth of March, 170?, appointed hrm to the command 
cf the North British Dragoons, a regiment which- • 
«iuickly grew into considerable esteem, from the adveh- 
; liirous and" yet berievolent spirit of its coftimahder^ 
J And Vvheii a short lime after (in 1706) the'union of Eng- 
land iind Scotland became a prominent measure, having 
returned to his own country, he was arduous in his eic- 
crtibris towards it^ as he'had before been in the revolu^- 
tion. He was in the same^yenr removed to the Loyal 
Cameronlan Regiihent. The anxiety of his father to 
see it completed was thought to have been the 6hlef- 
earuse of his deaths which took place as soon as that 
event, oti |he day after the dissolution of the Scotish par- 
Jiament. As the best mark of the appfobafion of his 
country, his kwdship was elected in the room of his fa- 
- ther to represent it in the new senate, notwithstanding 
his immediate departure l« Join the Duke of Marlbo- 
fotrgh on the Continent. It will be readily supposed, 
'-'that these event? did not fail to establish that cbarader 
wtech h^dalr^dy appeared so eminent in a variety of 
instances* - * 



On ttemcefmg bf (l«i ^fet 'Brtlfeh jiarliatnent in Ok:- 
tober 1707, flie Earl of Jilairr atteft^edllis place in tl^e 
HoQse of LV)fds; afid' attracted tonkiderable allentioh, 
thoiigh his oralofy in the senate, like that of many other 
• great nrmrtial characters, was not equal to bis eloquence 
in the fi^ftK '.-To that more suitable icene be soon re- 
turned, amf having a fntlitary rtc?g6<ii^tibti witH the Elete- 
torof Haiiover, became inotvh to thai 'pfince, after- 
waids Gfeorgie I. t>f England, anidlo sevfefal of Che Gdr- . 
man princes. 

in 170^, tife was comniissioned by the iDiike of Marl- 
borough to announce the battle of Oudenarde^ and so 
well pleased their nyajesties by his degant relation, as 
to make an Impression on them favorable to hi^ talents 
for negociation. Oa Prince George of Denmark en- 
quiring how the Danes behaved, his *lord«bip gallantly 
answered, " that the private men fought like lions, and 
the officers acted the part of men," which so much gra- 
tified bis highness, that he pecuKarty recommended bin^ 
to the <|ueen. He was, in eonsequence, shortly ap- 
pointed to congratialate Augustus of Ppland on his brll- 
bant accession to ibat throne, but did not retrain lohg 
from the seat of war; whence, when he returned to 
England with the Dulce of Marlborough In the follow- 
ing y^r, be found her majesty a recent widow. At 
the first interview with his lordship, when her eye* 
glanced OA him, she recollected the grattlicattoh he had 
afforded her decea^d husband when they last met ^ and 
wept most Henderly. In the same year (1709). the 
Earl of Stair received the rank of toajor-general of the 
army, and the order of the thistle, wilb the ribbon of 
>^hich be was invested by the Duke of Marlborough in 
the presenc%ofa number of i^enerals. • . 
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Tbe succeeding fonr yean were prinoqwHy empto>ed 
in the embassy, in which Lord Stair was parti^uliirly 
successfal in a variety of circumstances contributing to 
tbe future advantage of his country. His lordship lived 
in a style of elegance and gaiety f beretoR>re unknowi^ 
in tbe diplomacy of the north, and many anecdotes are 
related that tend to es^hibit the lularity ef the couit. 
The following, though simple in il^ nature, is added by 
way of illustration :-^'' His Polish Majesty, one day at 
table, with-Lord Stair in his palace, in order to display 
his -strength under pretence of absence ^of mind, )>ent 
one of (be silver plaCes rn his h^nd till it was folded )ike 
a piece of tin; and upon being noticed, flourished a 
.sword with considerable vigour and agility, till tbe 
blade sprung from the handle. Upon which his lord- 
ship contriving to introduce one of the well-tempered> 
and strong Scottish ^vords, the king^endeavoured in 
vain to break it, till, afler .various trials, he exclaimed, 
** The Scottish sword has defied me> and therefore I 
will strike a medal in honor of its master !" which was 
accordingly done wiih the arms of Poland on one side^ 
and on the reverse a naked man wielding a naked / 
8Word„ within a motto—" Fis tandem^inotqualis.*^ 

AAer having, in (his situation, well acquainted hfai- 
. f elf with (he interests of the several courts-of the north, 
and aflSbrded considerable information to his country, in 
X7 1 3 Lord Stair shared the downfal of his connections, 
being recalled and deprived of his employments. The 
splendor in which he appears to have lived during bis 
embassy are said to have injiired hts fortune so much 
as that his plate and equipage were on the point of sei- 
zure for (he sadsfaction of his debts, (ill. a subaltern of 
bis regiment (Lieutenant l»awson) timely advancedbiia 

ISOOk 
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l^OOl. His lordship nfiw retired to ht> estate in Scot- 
land, tts htft friend and patr'dii> tlie faHen Duke of Maii* 
borough. Was doing at the same tune in England. 
-'*' The death of Qneen Anne, however, reversed tlte . 
Jbrtunes of the £arl of S4fiir; for im mediately on the at?- 
:eession of George I. hlsiordsliip was appointed Gt^-^t 
the lords of his bed-chanaber, sworn of the privy cottil* 
cil, and made commander in chief of all his Majesty** 
Icjrces in Scotland. He was »lso re-cho^en to sit in tftte 
first septenoiaiiipoFliaimcmt^ N^t- Wt;^4hese all, for b4, 
who had been 80 highly distinguished inVdlatid, Wfis 
c<>nt?eiv«d the fittest to suppfy the dlptottmlSc character 
toFmncfe, the most splendid ooort in Etfrape. That 
Lord Stmr tlid liot disappoint the chol^e df (hoi6 ^hb 
.^electfed hikn» dkppears from ihe miiihute'^ce<yUnts fKiB- 
'lk)hed of bihi iti Hh Hfe-time, and iitimediately afier lib 
decease. To the iitig he made a puWic entry of iin- 
iiomi)iOn shew, to his courtiers he -made' valuable pr^-» 
sents^ and ^aflTe^ed htbse)f to be cheatied ail play by Iheir 
\nves ; -with the jAoobites he planned coanter-revolo- 
tions tnoog, and by largesses ingratiated himself i^lth 
.a starving people. ^ fiy these means he diminished ihte 
.in8aet)ce of the Pretender at court, and>ctru'n(elrac(etl 
the designs of that unfdrttii^ate prince, t^hile in embryO» 
•by his extensive information^ Sufcli^ was Hhe success 
of his intrigues^ and the effects oP hi^ Caution, that lli^ 
king of England announc^ed to his patHament, as soon 
as the French ktogi the intended eKpeditio^ ofthe Pr^- 
-teiidferi and tO/'Jac«ounts of Jhis it^alih only did LoiUs 
' X IV. ascribe' tlve Mm«roos ei press^ of Lord Stair, 
iwhidi wer« the conseqaewc®;' •• My bad- utate" ^f 
health,'* said the old monarchy, ^archly, " is pot as you 

apprehended 
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apprehend* (or, if you coroe to my palace to*morrow« 
^oa shall see roe eat a fowl as heartily as ever I did in 
my life-liroe/' The aokbassador attehded'the rnvita* 
tion ; as soon its Louis saw him, though before languid 
and sick> ^e eat voraciously— boasted of falsifying the 
supposed presage of his death, and died in » fortnight 
after! 

In March, }1\5, Lord Stair was appointed to the 
command of a regiment of dragoons afterwards known 
by his name» and diistinguisbed jn a manner worthy of 
their colonel. 

The political character and diplomatic powers of thrs 
all*accomplished nobleman now ^attained to the height 
of their iceli^brity. He obtained, by his spirited memo- 
Hals of the regent .Duke of Orleans, the dismission of 
tbe^Chevalier de St. George after his flight from the 
, Kogltsh rebellion, and other important concessions on 
.the part of the French court ; while he obtained intelli^ 
gence of every transaction in the French cabinet, which 
be regularly transmitted to his court. He lived in tlie 
most expensive style of elegance, frequently entertain* 
ing the French ministry and those of other countries; 
while he studied in every art to render the British name 
respectable. ** Yea, ancT he himself,'' >6ays a quaint 
historian, *' always used an English meal for his Sun- 
. day's dinner!" On the accession of Louis Xy. Lord 
Stair made a public entry to compliment 4us Majesty, 
. which surpassed* iiigrandeurj any similar procession of 
modem times. This splendor,: however, added to un- 
successful' gaming, naturally impaired his private for- 
tune, and be wfis in consequence recalled, but was 
received with, cv^ry mark of esteem by the king his 

master 
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master, and the greatest popularity among his fellow- 
subjectSi 

During the whole of Ihe reign of George I. his lord- 
ship continued to hold a/distingufshed share in every 
public afi^ir of iihportance, being a constant attendant 
on the privy coonctl ; and on Ihe accession of Geo. II. 
he was equally received into the favor ot that prince, 
who, three ^rears after (1730), made him, in addition 
to his other posts. Lord Admiral of Scotland. 

In 1732, Sir Robert Walpoie, tlien chancellor of the 
exchequer, brought into parliament his famous project 
of excise; so strongly, though unsuccessfully opposed ; 
Lord Stair was among the number, who, *wi(hout any 
animosiiy to the minister, exerted himself against it. 
He was, in conseiquence, deprived of all his places at 
the same time, with Lord Cobham, the Duke of Bol- 
ton, the Earh of C^ieslerfield and Burlington, &c. &Cv ■ 
On being asked by the queen the cause of his opposi- 
tion, he answered, that he " wished hef royal family 
better than agr?e to such a project !'* The next genera], 
election being very warmty •arried by the ministry. 
Lord Stair retired from Parlian>ent to his estate in Scot- 
land, where he indulged in the pursuits of agriculture 
with equal enthusiasm to that he had displayed in the 
field and the cabinet, x Many incidents occur in the 
improvement of his estate^highly creditable to his rural 
talents. Here he was visited by nobility from all quar- 
ters, and corresponded with the greatest men of* every 
country; and here he endeared himself t>y his private 
virtues and condescensien as much as he had before by 
his public services. 

On the resignation of Sir Robert Walpole in 1741, 
Aod the consequent change, in the government, those 
' wlio bad suffered for their opposition to that ministe 
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w^rQ nMorally restored ; and, on the deUroiination of 
a German war. Lord Stair vvas called from His retire* 
Qienl tejhe command pf the British forces. InrMaroh, 
1742, he became field-marshal^ and ambassadoi extra* 
ordinary and plenipotentiary to the States General. He 
was received by the King and lii«t Prince of Waks (the 
father of George WL) in the most flatteri|ng manner. He 
lost no time in a$«;uming his command, and after exhi* 
biting hi<i u^ual skill in the negocidlions of the states, 
and remedying several abuses in the army, distinguished 
himself with redoubled lustfe in a variety of action?, the 
principal of which harve been tepenlly described. A 
difference with the king, who commanded Ws Hanove- 
rian /orces, in the dispositions for some attacks how- 
ever, induced the resignation of Lord Stair, at Worms, 
having petitioned for leave " to return to his plough." 
From thence he went to the Hague to take leave of the 
states, and returned to London in November, where 
Ibe pul^lic was unanimous in the warmest encomiums 
of his character. Being soon after indisposed, he was 
particularly attended to by the Prince of Wales, his royal 
consort, and brother ; and the street in which he resided 
was constantly crowded with 'the carriages of those 
who were ambitious of bearing testimony to the general 
esteem. As soon as the rebellion of 1744<-3 broke oat, 
however, the earl again made a tender of his services, 
which were graciously received, and he was appointed 
commander-in-chief of the forces in South Britain, and 
soon after again elected one of the sixteen peers for 
Scotland. His advice, which »ust have been -of some 
importance on this occasion, was, nevertheless, but 
little taken, to which has Been attributed, by sorae> the 
progress of. the rebel arms. He attended the king,* 

however* 
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iowever, in all his arrangements, till tlie tc^rmination pf 
tlie rebellion, when, finding himself languid and an£t 
for business, he retired, ibt the last time, to Scotland, 
where he died on the night of the 7th of May, 1747, . 
10 the 74th year of his age. He was interred, on the 
i^th.of the same month, with no other pon^p than the 
visible sorrow of the ptiblic> a tribute which does not 
always accompany the obsequies of public pride. 

Sacb are (he outlines of the Hfe and services of the 
Earl of Stair, whtch,- did omr. limits permif, woirid re- 
ijHire to be amplified to be conceived. He was a man 
«>f vast qualifications— able, honorable, humane, splen- " 
did, -liberal, and delicate ; of which singular instances 
are recorded t yet he does nof appear t^ halve been hap« 
pier as he advanced in life. His person was fine, tall/ 
and thm, with a good complexion, blue eyes, and a 
coantenance remaHted for sweetness, and prepossessing 
every one in his favor. Of siKh a character, to say 
aore would be impertinent, to iiave said less woulcl ^ 
have been unjust; 

Th^ character of the prince, who preserved frr 
his father the 'throne of the British empire, is better 
f*ond'in the recital of his actions ^which we haVe given 
illian any thing^-that can here be added, exclusive of the 
want of -that diversity of circumstances which must al- 
ways'at!eni[ so exalted a member of the royal family. 

•William Augustus, the second son of K r>g 
■George and Queen Caroline, was born at Leicester- . 
house, then sitaaied on the north side of Leicester- . 
square, April 15, 17f?l. At four fears ofagehewas • 
installed Knight Companion of the Order of the Bath, . 
and soon after ^received the titles of baron, viscount, 
earl, and marquis, and lastly, -thai of Duke of Cumber- 

voi^ii. M laud. 
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farnd. la 1730, he wa5^ elected Knight of the Garter;' 
afid« in 1739> had conferred on him by parliament an 
annuity of 25^0001. The next year, while yet only 
nineieen, he was apfM>inted colonel of the 2ad regiment 
of guafdf, and afterwards of the first* He was then 
nade a member of the privy council, and took his seat^ 
in the hou^^e of lords. Shortly after he was promoted 
• ^ $0 be major-general, 

In ly^^t he departed for Hanover with his royal fa- 
ther, #n4made his first campaign, as described is the 
, present section. After the battle of Detlingen he was 
appointed to be lieutenant -general ; and that of CuUo- 
(denproqared him the deserved reward of a dupJicalion 
of his apimalinqome. Previous to his arrival, the king 
had granted him tjie rangership of Windsor Great Park, 
nyhkih the Duke took, in consequence* great pains to 
beautify* When the Duke of Kingston's fine regiment 
of horse were broken, his royal highness formed from 
tttem a regiment of dragoons, and accepted for himself 
.the command. In ihe same year he was presented wiih 
the freedom of L«ondon, and at the close of it re-em- 
barl^ed for the continent| returned for orders, and again 
arrived j,n the Netiier lands, when the succeeding battie 
/was fought, 

. After passing and repassing several. times from Eng- 
land, to ibe continent, his royal highness arrived in Lpn* 
don in the latter end of 174-8 ; and, on the death of the 
Prince of Wales, father of his present Majesty, was ap- 
pointed chancellor of the .university of Dublin, as well 
>s that of St. Andrew, and received of the King, Cran-- 
bourn Lodge, in Windsor Forest. On the breaking 
out of tij^war, ^which fofms^our next section, in 1757-, 
hh roy^l highness took the command of an army of ob- 

observation 
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servation for.the protection of Hanover, bat owing, (o 
some unfavorable circumstances, did not meet with his 
usual success. On his return a few months after, find* 
ing his reception xliiferent to «vhat he had expected or 
deserved, 4)e threw up a U^isoiilitary employments, and 
retired to Windsor, where he remained chiefly daring 
the life of the king 'f but at the funeral of his royal fa- 
ther in' i76D> be appeared a« chief mourner. 

Onlbe 2»8t 6f October, 1763, he was taken sud- 
^enfyift, and e^cckimirig " it is all over," he sunk tnto 
the arms of the XarT of Albemarle, and expired. He 
was interred priyately, but with great military honors^ 
iaSWeimaislripAtbey, . i 

TbeTDtike ^f OnrhbeHoiid is a «igna( proof X^mong 
may oihitn) «( the mwrtkl prow«M^ ta b« «ftinddd by 
lberoy«i ftmily when the daring tpirit eS their atictt* 
ion it aiiffwed'lflrbfdak thiwsgh « ^d of poKticaipre^ 
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A&IATIC WAK 



Asiatic Wai;«-^i«ge of Cal«iitt«-^1l<:to)ttnt ef Hie jBr^ish Mh^ 
ipgs ill ibe Black-^ote there — Recapture of C8letttta-<*flitgo 
of JBougee>Boa|;ee by« sifigte Bailot^~<Accaantof SifMlMiir* 
Account of Sir E^re C9ot« and Loi:d CiiTOi 

\i |I£ nabob of Bengal, Surajah l)ow]aj bavlng de* 
lefmined upon hostilities with the EngUsb^ reasbosj^ 
which are never laog wanting in snchcases^ soonee 
caned, in "^ the refasal of certain daties, the protectioa 
aSbixied lome of his victims* iht defention of &< refrao- 
lory Indian merchant* named Omichund* &c% &£; 
He therefore raised a numerdus army* and- proceeded 
against the East-India Company^s settlements at Cas-' 
simbuzar, where* having treacherously obtained po»* 
session of the fort, (be Moors behaved with the gr«it« 
est craeky* stripping the prisoners, and removing Ihem 
to a considerable distance. Inflated with his success, 
and determined* as he said, to drive every Engltshmaa 
put of his dominions* he marched <iirectly to coqi«- 
mence. 

' THE SJJuGE OF CALCUTTA. 

It Was invested pn the 1 7 th of June* 1756. His d** 

mands increasing* as Governor'Drake* whp commanded 

in it, inclined to accommodate matters with him» he 

proceeded with great vehemence, tyt Uttle skilf, to- 

-' * ' , warda 
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. wards il^ redactiom He aiiiMrked a redoubt at the en- 
dance of the town^ from which hiMroopa were repuked 
with great alanghtcr,. On the next day, he attacked 
tfaother cedoebf « and Wat again obliged to retire. But« 
having renewed his attacks with a vigour in^nsaaed bj 
disappointment, the troops in thoae posts were ordered, 
to reltre into the fort, and the Moors obtained posaes- 
iHm of tbh town, which they were allowed to plundet 
for twenty-four hoars. The nabob then invested the 
fort, bat with inconsideraUe force ; he raised a battery • 
«f (wo twelve>|>ounders, bat their fire^^as loo feebfe *^ 
and ill directed to' effect a breach. Nevertheless, pre- 
patatioAs were asaking for a spirited attack,- to which 
thei^ace wa$ by no meains^eqaal, md it4K)8aessed a 
number of aielesa refegeea, including several ladies^ ^ 
wbich tended only to embarrass the defenders. 

Oovemoir Drake, therefore, assembUd a conncil of 
war to con:<ider what wa$ necefisary^ when l>eing in-' 
^rmod by the officer whocetnmanded ihe artillery, that 
there was not ammdnttion in the fort fofiibuf days, he 
determined to provide for the aafety of thoie who ootikl 
hot protect tb'ecnselves. The principal of the iadiea 
W6re embarked on board tl^ ships which lay off, and. 
shortly alter the governor and oihers followed their cx^ 
aiDple» leaving Mr. Holwell, i\:ie second in cooncil, and 
twdhandred and My men^ who determined 16 stay 
and defend the fort to the la^t extremity. ^ •' 

Mr. llolweH (now ao^e oon^.maiiditnt). called a 
^mhcfl of war, and dividing three" chestts of money 
Amon^ the ^discontented soldiers, made large prcH 
«ai8el 16 them for their courage and HdeHly. He ob- 
tained possession of iJie keys of 4he place, apd took 
every precaution $ bpi the Moora haYtf^^saessbaef 

V 3 . SOB 
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some houses that commaiKted the (ott, the; kepf sack s 

fire of mtiiqaeiiy upon the bantions^ as to cotepel the 

Engiisl) aoldiem lO' retire. The cannon, at the same 

t»me, dislodged (hem frequenlly ^<HnJthe8e houses with 

great iu8s» but no decisive advantage w»» gained by the 

besieged> who bcscaose considerabfy diminished. 

•' po the20th> in the afternc-on, the attack being still 

continued, and the garrison much exhausted, the go- 

vernbr ordered the white flag in be hung out for a ces* 

~ latton of hostriilies, in order to procure delay, that be 

toight m^ke good a retreat down the river. In both 

designs, hoivever; he was defeated, for the backgpte 

being betrayed to the Moors, they entered the ibr4 

vthile a parley was taking place on:the'oppa<t(e side. 

The nabob received ' his ouexpected advaivtage w^th 

much modei^tion,^ and preanaed that mo harm should 

be done to die British iroeps ; but when itr became dark, 

^ Mr. HolWeli, as well as his party of evtry descriptioni 

were indiscriminately titf ast iato.ihe bl,ack*holev a ck)so 

apartment not suiiteient te contain one-tenth' part of 

their number.. The diiAress they sulieredi^ the most 

impOTtai^ dcciifflstance intkis^siegeA which, With what 

remains to beiofd of the result: of the defence of th^ 

fcrt at Ihis time, will be found more impressively re* 

lated in a letter addressed to William Davis, .£&<}« pub" 

lished two yeara after, by Mr. iiolwell, cm his relma 

to England. ^ - .' , 

^ " The confoaion/'^ays the writer, " which the late 

ea^pture of rhe East- India comfpany^s*sett]ement in Eefi^ 

gai must necessarily excite- in t|ie city of Londob, wilt 

I fear, be not a filtle heightened by the miserable deatlis 

of the greatest part of those gentlem^ who were re- 

4Med^ th|B pid ne^^»ijr of surteadering' themselveB 

f ' ^ prtsoners^ 
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jnrisoners at discretion in Fort William (the Eoglish foirl 
Galcuita). , , . 

*' By narratives made public you, will ov\y know, thai 
of 146 prisopers, 123 were smothered in (be black* 
hole prisoD> in the night ofjhe 20th of June, 1756« 
Few survived capable of giving any detail of the man^ 
ner in which H happened; and of these, I believe^ 
none hare attempted if.. 

*' For ny own part, I have often sat down with thk 
resolotion, and.as ofteii^ relinquished the melancholy 
ta!»k; not <m]y ffom (be disturbance and affliction tl 
raised in tny refD«mbrance» bat from the consideralioif 
(ii the impossibUky of Ending language capable of rais* 
tag an ad^aate idea of -the horror» of th6 scene I e^- 
sajed to draw. But, as: I believe. the apnals of th« 
world cannot produce an incident like it, in any degree 
or proportion to all Ih^ dismal trircumstances attending 
k, and as my own health of body and^'eace of mind 
are once 'agatn^ in a gr<Sat measure, restored from the 
injuries they suffered from that fatal night, I cannot aV* 
low it to be buried in oblivion,, though £iiU conscious 
that however high tl^ C0]o9riog my retentive memory 
may supply, it will fall infinitely short of the horrors 
accompanying this scene. These deftcts mu^t, and I 
doubt willv be assisted by your own b^evolent and hjnr 
man^ imagination, in (he exercise of which I never 
' knew you deficient where unmerited distress wasi the 
•bject. , i- , , 

^ "The sea.air has already, had. th$i4 salutary effect 09 
my' constitution I expected, and my mind enjoys a calni 
'it has lofig beep a str^ger to, strengthened by a clear^ 
cheerful sky and atmosphere, joined to.an unuisual plea- 
,sani gjM^. wUh which, ^pt^j^^ parsing t^Q equinoctial. 

I Ca 
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Ib«n eniered. Tbit might have been accomplished as 
ihfi goard ovec un took blit very slight: notice, of us» I 
thanked him lo (he best .terms I was able, biit told him 
it w^ alstfep I Qould not prevail apon myself to take> as 
I should, by doing so, but ill repay ihe attachment the 
getiilemen and ihe garrison bad showi^n me ; and that { 
was xesolved (o share their fate, be it what ft would, 
l>ttt pressed him to secure his own escape without loss 
of time. To whkh he gallaniiy replied, he was then 
resolved to shafe mine, and woald not leave me. 

'* To myself and the world, I should surely have 
■tood excased in embracing the overture abovemen- 
iidoed could I have conceived what immediately fol* 
lowed ; for I had scarce time to make hitn an answer, 
Jbefore we observed part ef the guard, drawn op on th6 
parade, advance to iis> with the officers w^ho l^ad beea 
viewing the rooms; they ordered ui all to risfe, and gO 
Jnto the barracks to the left coart of the yard. The 
barxapks, you may remember^ have a large woodeh 
platform for the soldiers to sleep on, and are open (6 
west arches, and a small parapet*wall corresponding 
to the veranda without. • In we went roost readily, and 
were pleasing ourselves with the prospect ol having a 
very comfortable night on the platform, little dreaoiing 
of the infernal apartment in reserve for us. We wert 
t)0 Sooner all within the barracks, than the gUard ad«* 
vattced into the inner arches and parapet^wall ; and 
with their musqaets presented, ordered us to go ia 
at the southermo^ end of the barracks, commonly caK 
led the black-hole prison, whilst others, from the court 
of guard, with dobs and dcawn scymitars, pressed 
upon those of us next to them. This shock was so 
ladden, so unexpected* and tbetbro[ng. and pressure so 

great 
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great upon ns next the door of the blaek-lrofe prison, 
Uwe was no retiring it, but; like one digitated waver 
impelling another, we were obltged to give Way and - 
cater, the rest followed like a torrent, few amongst 
us, except the soldiers, having any idea of the nature 
or dimension of a place we had never seen, for if we 
had, we sboaid have rusKed apon the guard, and b^en, 
by our own choice, as the leitser evil, cut to pieces. 

" Amongst the first that entered were Mesi^rs. Bafllre,' 
Jenks, Cooke, T. Cole, Ensign Scott, Revely, Law, 
Bochanen, &c.&c. I got possession of the window 
nearest the door, and~took Messrs* Cole and Scott into 
the window with me, they being both wounded, the 
^rst I believe mortally, the rest of the above-mentioned' 
gentlemen were close round me. It was now aboul 
eight o'clock. ' 

" Imagine, my friend, if possible, the situation of 145 
wretches, 'exhausted by continual fatigue and action, 
thus crammed together, in a cube of about eighteen'feet, ' 
in a close sultry night, in Bengal, ithut up to theea^^t- 
ward and southward, the only quarters from whence air 
could reach as, by a dead wall, and by a dead wall to 
th^ north, open only - by two windows to the north, 
strongly barred, by which we could scarcely receive 
tlifi least circulation of fresh air. 

^' What mutt ensue, appeared in lively and dreadful 
colours, the instant I cast my eyes round the room, ' 
Many unsuccessful attempts were made to force the 
door; for, having nothing but our hands to work with, 
aad the door opening inward, all endeavours were vain 
and useless. ' . ' 

" Observing every one giving way to the violence of 
pasiionsy which I foresaw mmi be fatal to them, I re- 

<jues* 
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qtiesled nlenos might bfs, preserved whilst I spoke (o 
th^m; and» in Ihe most pathetic teriiif which occurred, 
I begged and entreated, lbat» as they had paid a ready, 
obedience to me in the day,' they woukl nowi for their 
own sakes, and the sakes (pf those who jwere dear to 
them, and who were interested in the preservation of 
thiiir lives, regard the advice I had to give them. I as- 
sured them the return of day would give' us <atr and !(• 
ber ly, . urged to them that the only chance left to us for 
sustaining our misfortunes^ and surviving the night, 
was'lhe preserving. a cahn raind, and quiet resignatioB 
to our fale, entreating them (o curb, as much as possi'* 
Ue, every agitaliorvof mind and body, as raving, and 
giving loose to their passions, could answer no purpose, 
but hastening (heir destruction. 

" This remonstrance produced a short interval of peace, 
and gave me a few minutes for redectidn, thobgh even 
^this pause was not a little disturbed byHhe cries and groans 
of the many wounded, and more particularly of' my two 
companions in the iitindow* Death, attended with the 
most cruel train of circumstatices, I plainly perceived 
must prove our most inevitable destiny. I had seen this 
common migration in many shapes, and accustomed 
myself to think on the subject with too much propriety, 
to be alarmed at the prospect ; and, indeed, felt much 
more iot xny wretched companions than myself.-* 
Amongst the ^(uards posted at the window, I oh^rved 
an old jemdar near us, who seemed to carry some com** 
passion for us in his countenance ; and, indeed, he was 
the only one in his station who discovered the least trace 
of humanity. I called him to me, and, in the most 
persuasive terms I was capable, urged him to commi- 
serate the sufferings he waa^a witness to, a&d pressed 
' ' him 
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IfHti its *h^^«rr to gfel us separttted, hilf fn orttt plkiei 
lliKf hsrif i« aiidffrar^ ikhd tbsit he ^houM in the taortuhg 
recdVe ldOO rApees fbr this ad off (eh(lefne!r*. He prcr- 
ftiiged he Wotffd ft«eihpt M, and Withdrew, bat in a f'e^ 
itiiihi'te^ r^(ar^ii^^ attd toM me 'it was impossible, t 
then tfirodght 1 had been deficient in tty dffer, iiid pro- 
niis^d htm 2000; he withdrew ^ second time, botrie^ 
Infixed ^obn^ t befieve with much rea! concern and pify, 
VM nfe It #as iifipi'^cticable. that it could not be don6 
but by At Aba^s order, and that no one dar^ awake 
ftitti. 

'* l>urittg this Iht^r^al, thdiigh tlieir passidns were 
less vfofetit, their litieasin'esS incfe&sed. We bad been 
bat a few niinutes c6nfihed, before every one Mi info so 
ptt9fu^ a pefrsprratibDf as joa car> form no idea of. This, 
t*rtisft(Ju^t)t1y, brought ori a raging thirsf, which stiH 
tDereaSed itl proportion as the bddy was dri&inted of its 
ibodstil^. 

** Varibus expediehfs were thought of b giv6 m6re 
^ck>m ^tid air. To obtain the former, it was moved to 
put off their ifotheS : (his was apprdVed as a happy rtloi 
tioil, ^nd in a fe^ minutes, I believe, every m ah was 
8tripped(myself, Ktr. Court, irid thelwo v^oiJindedyoutolj; 
gentlemen ^y roe, excepted). For a little titae Aey flal> 
tered themsefveii with having gairted a migftty advan^ 
faget every hat was put in niotion'to produce a ti^cu 
lalion of air ; and Mr. Baillie proposed that every mail 
sbotifd sit dbVi^n upon his hart's. As tliey w'ei'e truly in, 
the situation of drowning sVretdieV, lid Wondef they 
caught at evef Jr thirf^ that bore a flattering app^arimce 
«f saving thi^iri. '!fhis expi^di^iit was several tiiiies put 
in {Tradtic^; andat cJabh time many of the poor cr^atores 
ivhb^ stk'^'iifgth wU» l^s^ than otiiers; or had beeniidbr^ 

Vol. u. o exhaust^ 
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exfaaosted^ and could not immediately recover their legs 
as others did, when the word was ^iven Jo rise* fell^ 
to rise no more ! for they were instantly trod to dea(b« 
or suffocated. When the whole body sat .dowi>j> they 
were so closely wedged together, that they wefejobliged 
to use many efforts before they could pu^ themselves in 
motion to get up again. 

^' Before nine o'clock ever^ man's thirst grew intole- 
rable, and respiration difficult. Our situation was much 
more wretched than that of. so many miserable animals 
in an exhausted receiver : no circulation of fresh air, 
sufficient to continue life, nor yet enough .divested. of 
iis vivifying particles, to put a speedy period to it. 

" Efiforts were again made to force the door, but in 
vain. Many insults were used to the guards, to ' pro* 
voke them to fire in upon-us (which, as I learned afters- 
wards^ were carried to much greater lengths, when I 
Was no more sensible of what was transacted). For 
my own part, I hitherto felt little pain or uneasiness, 
but what resulted from my anxiety for the sufferings of 
those within. By keeping my face between two of the 
bars, I obtained air enough to give mj lungs easy play, 
> though my perspiration was excessive, and thirst com- 
menciig. At this period, so strong a urinous volatile 
effluvia came froin the prison, that I was not able to 
turn my head that wUy, for more than a few seconds at 
a time. 

*' Now every body, excepting those situated in and 
near the windows, began to grow oi^trageous, and 
many delirious. " Water ! water 1" became the gene- 
ralcry ; and the old jemdar before-mentioned, taking 
pity on us, ordered the people to bring some skins gf 
water, iaUe dreaming,. I believe, of its fatgl effects. 

\ . Thi» 
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This was what I dreaded. I foresaw it would prov^ 
ihe ruitr of the small chance left us, and essayed many 
limes to speak tp him privately; to forbid its being 
brought ; but the clamor was so loud, it became im- 
possible. The water appeared* Words cannot paint 
to you the universal agitation and raving the sjght of it 
threw u^ into. I had flattered myself that some, by 
preserving an equal temper of mind, might outlive'the 
fiight ; but now the reflection, which gave malhe great- 
est pain, was,, that I saw no possibility of one escaping 
to tell the dismal tale. 

* *' Until the water came, I had nOt myself suffered 
'much from thirst, wliich instantly became excessive. 
We had no means of conveying it into the prison, but 
by hats forced through the bars ; and thus myself, and 
Messrs. Coles and Scott (notwithstanding the pains they 
suffered from their wounds), supplied t)iem as fast at 
possible, fiut those who have experienced intense 
thirst, or are acquainted with the cause and nature of 
this appetite, will be sufliciently sensible it could re- 
ceive no more than a momentary alleviation^— the cause 
still subsisted. Though we brought full hats within thft 
bars, there ensued such struggles, and frequent con* 
tests to get at it, that before it could reach any one, - 
there would be scarcely a tea-cupful left in them. These 
supplies, like sprinkling water upon Are, only served 
to feed and raise the flame. 

" Oh ! my dear sir, how shall I be able to^iveyou ii 
description of what 1 fdt at the cries and ravings of 
those in a remoter part of the prison, who cojuld not en* 
t^ain a probable hope of obtaining a drop, yet coald 
not divest themselves of expectation,' however unavail- 
ing ! and other& calling on me by the tender considera* 
q 2 tion 

t 
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tion pf fricoddiip 9p4 a^ectioii, 9Bd wHo I^oew Ihejf 
,V^ere really (Jear to oi^. Think* if possible, what roy 
heart ipust h^v^ suffered at het^ring, i|nd seeing iheir 
diMres^f wilhput having it ii> my power to relieve them ( 
for the confusion iiow becsiipe gepers^l jind horric}. Ser- 
ver^! quitted (he othef windoiv, the onl^ chancy they 
h^d for life, to force their way to the wai^r, and tb^ 
thrqpg and press upon the window was beyond bear- 
ing j; many forcing their passage from the other end of 
the rooip, pre^s^d down those in their way, whp had 
less strength, and trampled them to death. 

" Can it gain Wiefj tM thi« scene of misery prored « 
a source of entertainment t9 those brutal wretches 
without? Imt so H was; and they took care to supply 
^s with W^ter« that they might hav^ the pleasure of seo^ 
ing us fight foi: it, as th^y phrased it, ^nd held up liijht 
t9 thkC ^r^ that they v^ight \<^ no p^t of the johmT 
jQp^u div^siptfPL, 

*r jpjco^ %h^t vipfi tiU i^r eleve^ I su^^t^ed thif 
9irvel scen^^ and painfurl situ^^tioDi supplying them wit^ 
){ir^ter« though my legs wer^ ^^P$t, broke y/ith, \h^ 
ijyeight against tben^. ^y tJ^is tioaej \ myself was v^y 
i^ea^ pres^^ to death, and my, two C09ipanions, v^h 
-Mr.. Willia^ ?«rk.er, weire really 80# the latter b^ 
tfisja^ed hionself intq the window, 

M For ^ great while they preserved a fesp^ct aQd rejf 
gard for me, more than, indeed^, I c<>pld well expie^ 
^ircumsjtanges cpn&td^red ; bu.t no,w ^11 dis^ineti(}iQ was 
lost, ^y ^iend^ BaiUi?, Messrs. Jenks, R^y^y, L#V?f 
^Jmu^h,. Siiup>on,;^d s^ver^l olljers hf vylifim I birf 
fk real e^een^ and a.4eqtipn« had for sope tiq?^ i^^^ 
dead at my fe^, anfi wer^ |i^w trampled .Mpoi^ by, ^v^y 
iwpor^U or 9WWP spWieif* wb^^ by b# 9f. »^ 

lobus 



SIECE OF CALCUTTA. 151' 

robast constitution, had forced their ivay (o ihe window, 
and held by the bars over me, till al last I became sp 
pressed and wedged up, that I was deprived of all mo- 
lioir. 

" Determined now to give every thing up, I called 
to them, 4ind begged, as the last instance of their re- 
gard, they would remove the pressure from me, and 
permit me to retire fiom the Window to -die quietly. ^ 
They gave way> and with much difficulty I forced a 
passage into the centre of the room, where the throng 
was less, by the many dead (then amounting, I believe, 
to one third)/ and the numbers who had flocked to the s 
windows, for by this time they had water also, at the 
other window* In the black-^hole there was a platform, 
which raised between three and fbiir feet from the floor, 
open nnderneatk ; it extended the whole length of th6 
east side of the prison, and was about six feet wi^e, 
corresponding with that in the barracks. I "travelled 
over the dead, and repaired to tlie other end of it, just ' 
opposite the other window, and sealed myself on the 
platform betwecfn Mr. Dumbleton and Captain Steven- 
500, the former just then expiring. I was still happy 
in the same calmness of mind I had preserved all the 
evening; death I expected as unavoidable, and only 
kmehted its slow approach, though the moment I quit- 
ted the window^ my breathing grew short and pain- 
ful. 

*'Her6 my poor friend, Mr. Edmund Eyre, came 
staggering over ihe dead to me, and, with his usual 
coolness and good nature, asked me how Tdid ? iMit fell 
and expired before I had time to make him a reply. I ^ 
laid myself down on some of the dead behind nie, on' 
the platfom^ «nd*recommending myself to heaven, had 
o 3 tbf 



tl^^^Maiiftriof thinking my sofiertngft could have no long 
diiraiton. My thinal g«ew moce insupportable, aQcl 
diflksuUy 0(f breathtng muoLuicr^^sed; and Ihad not 
remained in this situation, I believe^ ten minutes, when 
I was^ sQis^ed. witb a paintp nay breasftr, and palpitation 
of the hearty botih to a »ost exquisite (kgree. These» 
roiised oie* and obl»ge4 lae. to get> up. agam i bat sttlli 
tb^pai% palpitation, ibirfit, and difficulty of breathing 
increased, l retained my senses, not^^iikstandyngi and 
b^ iike gnef to. see. death not so near me a<s I hoped,, 
t^t cooUimOf looger soffibc the pain*. I endured withoo* 
^relt^A which fresh air would^ aqd could ob^ giv« 
iDe. I instantly deteripined to push to the window op* 
posite to me^ and by an efibri of douHle the s4ieoglbh 
Qver before possessed* gained the thifd/fank at it<; with 
(HiQ hand^CH2edi a bar^ and by tiwfe nieatM gained a^sQ^ 
qond^ thoogb> I t;binky (heie.Miere i^bove six^off se«e» 
bars bdiwaen.oae and the window.* 

*^ lu a. few momif^s> ny. pain, and- diiScttlty of 
•bceathingy oeased'; but my tbirftt continued' iiitoleiahl^ 
I called aloqd for *' WAT£ft« f oib God-'S' sA'Ra!'^ t 
had been conelnded d^ ; but< as sooii aa^ Ibej^ heard 
me amongst ihei^a^ they badt stil) so muck- respect and 
tender nesi focme a^to cry otit> '* ^m him ttuuer, giwMm 
^aUr r* nof would one of tbero at.tbewindova attempt 
t« touch it till I had dranjc. Bat froiin. tbe water I' found 
no relief, my thirst was rather increased by it ; so I do* 
temm^tp drink .no. more, bat^palienftfj^ wait ite event, 
^fod kei^p my mpujth moist' frota time to time by sockiag 
thq p^fspir^alJQn^o^ of: my. shi^t^sleeve8>^and.08lehiiig 
t^e drop^ aS' tli^ (klU like heavy, rain^ frem n^ythaed 
f^ fafie; ypUvCJifthdirdly imagine how unhq^py I was 
i* «qy «l«fto^tbe»€a<»ped.royimoBih.- 
♦•Icam• 



** I cams iiila the piiaoo. wtlhotti % coat ofr wai^Ui^t ;» 
the season was loo hot to bear the former, and the lat* 
tertempltdltheaiiacice of Ofieofr tiie gp«Fds» wfaa rob- 
bed me of ii wke» we were under the yemttda^ WhiJAt; 
1 was at thk second, window.,, L w^ft observed « by oisa 
o£ my miserable companions on (be tight of roe> mtbe^ 
e!»p«dteftt of allaying my thursH by^ SHckinf vayi shirb* 
sleeve. He took the hint* aod Mdbbi^d. me, from tktm 
to ttm^ of a^cen^kkratile |mrt of m^i stocer; U]fo«gh« 
allef»I deleted him, I bad even the ad4iress^ to begin oi^ 
that sleeve next to tiim, when I tbou^ my re^epwoira 
were so&ientl^ replenisbed,. and oui mouths andnoaea 
eften: met^in: the contest. This pliUKleKer I after warda 
iband was a worthy young gentleman in tber servicei^ 
Jttri J^^ushiiigtoiTj of Uie few who escaped from deaths 
and since paid me the coiapliment: of assiiriflg me. ha 
betteivedi he owed: hia. life; to' the/ many eottfortabla^ 
dftiugbts he bad* foam miy. siecvteft, 
. '^ rmentioD this incident, as I think nothing can give 
»mMe lively idbxof the melancholy- stale amb distress 
we were; reduced toi Before I hit upon this happy «^-r 
pedsentv I had, m an ungovercabla fii of; thirst, at« 
teo[>pted'ta4riok my urine; but it.w^as so intensely htit«i 
t|3i^ tha t' these* was nor etKbiring aisedond taste* whereas 
119 Bristol water could h& more soft, . or pleasant^ than 
wrfiat arose f^om pefsptration. 

** By half an hour past elev^en, the much gre^ecnumt 
ber^of tliose^ living were in an ootrageouft delirium/ and 
the ottier^ quite ungoyernabLe, few retaining aQy.caim* 
ness^ but the ranks..next the. window. By. what I had 
felt myself, I wa^ fully sensible wha^ those within isafp 
lesed^ bal^ badpulyip^y. ito: gira-tfaemt not.tban tiitnk* 
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ing how soon I should become myself a greater .object^ 
of it.' 

" They all now found that water^ Mistead of relier- 
ing, rather heightened their uneasiness, and *' Aii* • 
air !^ was (he general cry. Every insult that could be. 
devised against, all tho opprobrious names and abuse 
that Suba, Monichai^nd, appointed by.Suba, goverxior 
of Calcutta, could be loaded^wiib, were repeated to 
provoke (he guard to fire upon us; every man that 
eould, rushed tumultuously towards the windows, with 
eager hope. of meeting ihe first shot: (hen a general' 
prayer to heaven ta hasten (he approach of the flames, 
to^lhe right and left of us, and put a period to our mi- 
sery. But these failing, they whose strength and spi« 
rits were exhausted, laid themselves down, and expired 
quietly upon their fellow-sufferers ; others, who had yet 
some strength and vigor left, made a last effort for the 
windows; and several succeeded by leaping and. scram- 
bling over t^e^ba(;ks and heads of those of the first ranks, 
and got hold of (he bars, from whence there was no re- 
n^oving them. Many to the right and left sunk wi(b 
the heavy p^ssure, and were soon suffocated ; for now^ 
a steam arose from the living and (he dead, which ^f^ 
fected us in all Its circumstances, as if we were forcibly 
held with our heads over a bowl full of vo^tile spirits 
of hartshorn, until suffocated ; iior could the effluvia of 
the one be distinguished from the other, and frequently 
when I was forced* by the load upon my head and 
shoulders, to hold my face down, I was obliged, near 
'as I was to the window, instantly to raise it again ta 
escape suffocation. 

•' I need not, my dear friend^ ask your commisera* 
' ' tion* 
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ilotii when I tell jrou« that, in this pHght» fiom halfatf 
hour past eleven, till near two in the loorning, I sus* 
tained (he weight of a man, with his knees on my back, 
and the pressure of his whole body on my head. A 
Dutch Serjeant, lyho had taken his seat upon my left 
shoulder, and a topaz, a black christian soldier, usually 
termed subjects of Portugal, leaning on my right ; all 
which nothing could have enabled me long to support> 
but the props and pressures equally sustaining mo all 
around ; the two latter I frequently dislodged, by ahift* 
ing my hold on the bars, and driving my knuckles into 
their ribs; but my friend above stuck fait^ and^ at h^ 
held by two bars, was immoveable. 

** When I had bore this conflict above an houc» i^jtb 
a train of wretched reflections, and seeing no glipipse 
of hope on which to found a. prospect of relief^ my spi* 
litt, resolution, and every sentiment .of religion, gave 
way. I found I was unable much longer to support this 
trial, and could hot bear the dreadful thoughts of retir- 
ing into the inner part of the prhon^ where I had befoxe 
suffered so much. Some infernal spirit, takfng the adf- 
vantage of this period, brought to my remembrai^e jny 
having a snTa,H clasp-knife in my pocket, vyith which J 
determined instantly to open my arteries^ and finish ^ 
system.no longer to be borne.' I had got it out, when 
Heaven interposed, and restored to me fresh spitit and 
resolution, with an abhorrence of the act of cowardice 
I yfs^s just g^ing tq commit ; I exerted s^new «xy strei3g;th 
and fortitude ; but the repeated trial and efforts I made 
nIq dislodge my incumbr^inces upoi) me at last quite 
exhausted ipe 3^ 9nd towards two o'clcy^k,, findiog, I roust 
quU tbe. windQVK, oi wk wi^re | mA% I le solved 00 

tho^ 
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the former^ having born truly for the sake of oihers in- 
finitely more for life, than tb^ lust of it was worth. 

*' In the rank close behind me was an officer of one oT 
the ships, whose name was Carey, and who had behav- 
ed with great bravery during the siege ; his wife, a fine 
ivoman, though country born, would not quit him, but 
accompanied him into prison, and was one who surVived. 
'This poor wretch had been long raving for water and 
air. I told him I was determined to give up life, and 
advised- him to gain my station* On my quitting h« 
taade a fruitless attempt to get my place, but the Dutch 
Serjeant supplanted him. 

*' Poor Carey expressed his thankfulnesSf and said be 
would give up life too ; but it was with the utmost la- 
bour we forced our way from the window (several in 
Ihe ranks appearing to me dead standing, unable ioh% 
by the Ihrong and equal pressure around). He laid him* 
self down to die, and his death was, I believe, very sud- 
den ; for he was a short, full, sanguine man, his strength 
was great, and, £ believe, without him, I should never 
bave b!een able to have forced my way. 
' ** I, was at this time little sensible of my pain and un- 
easiness. I can give you no better idea of my situation 
than by repeating my simile of the bowl of spirits 
of hartshorn. I found a stupop coming on apace, and 
laid myself down by that gallant old man, the Reverend 
Jarvis Bellamy, who lay down near his son the lieute- 
nant, hand in hand,, near the southernmost wall of the 
'prison. 

*' When I had lain there sometime, I had still re- 
flexion enough to sufTer some little uneasiness in the 
thought, that I sKoald be trampled.upon wheii dead, 
' * V ^ as 
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as I myself Kad done to otlBers. With some diiBcblty 
I raised myself, and gained the platform a second time« 
wbere I presently lost all sensaiion ; the last trace of 
sensibility I have been able to recollect after. my lying 
down, was my sash being uneasy about my wabt« which 
I untied and threw /rem me. 

** Of what passed at this interval, to the time of my. 
resurrection from this Tiole of horrors, I can give you jtio 
account; and indeed, the particulars mentionec^ by 
some of the gentlemen who survived^ solely by the ^uai- 
bers of those dead^ by wht(;£ they gained a iie^ acces- 
sion of air, and approach to, the windows, were sp ex«( 
eessively absurd and contradictory, as to convince mo 
very few of them retained their senses, or at least lost 
them soon^fter coming in the open air, by the fever 
Ih^ carried out with them. 

'* In iiiy own escape from absolute death, the band of 
Providence was manifestly exerted ; the manner take as 
Mows : — When the day broke, and the gentlemen found 
.rhat not intreaties would prevail to get the door o^ned, 
it occurred to one of theni; I think Mr. Secretary Cook^ 
to make a search for me, in hopes I might have influence 
enough to gain a release from this scene of misery •* Ac- 
cordingly Messrs. Lushinglon and WaLcot undertook 
the search, and by my shirt discovered me dndor the 
dead upon the platform. They took me from thence^ 
- and imagining I had some signs of life, brought me to- 
wards the window I had first possession of. . ' > 

'' But as life was equally dear to every man,. and the. 
stenbh arising from the dead bodies v^as g^own intbler-. 
able, no ^ne would give up his station in or near the. 
window, so that they were obliged to carry me back 
a^aln, but Captain Miles, now captain of the company's 

yacht 



ymohl, festgned, with great humanity, hh s(eat m the 
windovrtome. 

" At thii jiftjctire the Juba, wfmhad rtcfehred an ac- 
count of .the havodL death had made amongst us, sent 
4Nfe of M« Jenadars to enqnh-e ff the chief survived, 
- They showed me to him, said I had appearances of life 
feftiaffitftg, and believed I might recover if the door was 
^ited very won. This answer being retixrried fo the 
Sobsii an ordi^ came tmmedhttely for our refuse, it be- 
ing ^leai* tbiiti the mornings 

« The fresjj air at the trmdovr soon broiight me to 
' Kfe, and « fkw jttrmrte^ afttrthe depar tdre of tlieJ^cndaf, 
1 was restored to my s^ht £nd senses. But eih ! sir, 
what word« shAlU adopt to tel! you the whole that my 
nruV suAred at reviewing the dreadtul deslrucllon 
round me? I will nQt attempt it ; and, rndeed, tears, 
m tfifttite I believe I shult ever pdy id the remembrance 
of th j« ^dene, and to tho$e brave and valustble meii— stop 
myfjert. 

f* The little strength rcmainrng amongst the most ro* 
bust Who survived, ttisdk it a dSfiicufi task to remove the 
dead piled irp dgainst the door, so that I believe it was 
£rore thaO^ twetity minutes before w^e obtained a passage 
out for one At a titiie. 

♦» I bad sobn rea^btr to be c6rtVinced the particular 
enquiry made afl^r me did* not result from any dictiate of 
i&vt>nr, humanity., or contrition ; when I came out I 
found myself ill a high putrid fe^er, and not being able 
fo stand, tht^w myself on tbe wet grass without the 
Verandy, when a message was brought me, signifying I 
must immediately attend the Suba. Not being capable 
of walking; they were obliged to support me under each 
mrhii and oa the way, one of the Jemdars^told'me, as a 
6 , friend, 
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friend, to a make a full confession where the <reasur€r 
was buried tn the fort, or that in half an hour I should 
be shot off from the mouth of a cannon, a sentence of 
death too common in Indostan. The intimation gavi 
me no manner of concern, for at that juncture I should 
hav^ esteemed death as the greatest favour the tyrant 
could have bestowed upon me. 

"Being brought into his presence, he soon observed 
the wretched plight I was in, and ordered a large folio 
volume, wl.ich lay on a heap of plunder, to be brought 
for me to sit on* I endeavoured two or three times to 
speak, but my tongue was dry, and without motion. 
Ue ordered me water. As soon as I ^ouid speak, I be- 
gan to recount the dreadful catastrophe of my miiterable 
companions; but he slopped me short, by telling me fie 
•was well informed of great treasure being buried or se* 
creled in the fort, and that I was p'rivy to it, and if 1 ex^ 
j)erfed favour I must discover it. 

" I urged every thing I could to convince him in tht 
negative, or if there was it Was without my know- 
ledge. ' r reminded him of his repeated assurances to 
me ihe day before, but he resumed the subject of ih^ 
treasure, and all I could say seemed to gain no credit 
with him. I was ordered prisoner under Mhir Muddon^ 
general of the household troops. , 

•^'Amongst the guard who bore me from Suba, one 
. bore a large Mahralla battle axe, which g^ve ri^e to 
Mr. Secretary Cooku's belief and report to the fleet, 
tha(he saw me carried out, with the edge of the axe to- 
wards me, to have my head struck off. This, I beligVe, > 
istheronly account you will have of me, till I bring you 
a better myself. But to return to my subject, I was or- 
dered to thecanrp to Mhir Muddon's quarters, witk 

VOL. JU F 
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the outward djtcli, something short of Omycbunc^s gar- 
den, which you know is about three iniles from the fort, 
and with me Messrs. Coutts, Walcots, and Bordet* 
The. rest who survived the fatal night gained their liber- 
ty, except Mrs. Carey, who was too young and hand- 
some. The deadi)odIes were promiscuously thrown into 
the ditch of our unfinished ravelin, and covered with 
the earth. 

" My being treated with this severity, I have suffi- 
cient reason to affirm, proceeded from the following 
causes:— The Suba's resentment for my defending the 
fort, after the governor, &c. had abandoned it, his pre* 
possession to the treasure, and thirdly, the instigation of 
Omychund, a great gentoo tnerchant of Calcutta, in re- 
sentment for my not releasing him out of prison as soon 
as I had the Command of the fort ; a circumstance, 
which i«ihe hurry and heat of the action never once oc- 
curred to me, or I had certainly done it, because I 
thought his imprisonment unjust^ But that the hard 
treatme;nt I met with, may be truly attributed to his sug- 
gestions and insinuations I am well assured, from the 
whole of his subsequent conduct ; and ji was further 
confirmed 'to me in the three gentlemen selected to be 
my companions, againsjt each of whom he had conceiv- 
ed particular resentment, "and you know Omychund can 
never forgive, . ' 

" Wtj were conveyed in a hackney coach, drawn by 
oxen, to th^ camp, the 2lst of June, in {he taorningf 
aooi) loaded v^iih fetters, and stowed all four in a Sea- 
poy's tent, about four feet long, three wide, and about 
three high, so that we were half in, half out, all night it 
rained severely ; dismal as it vv^s, it appeared a para- 
ilise compared to our lodging th« preceding ni^ht. 

Here ' 
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Here I became covered from head to foot with largt 
painful boils, the first symptom of my recovery, fdt 
• until these appeared my fever did not leave me. '• 

" Ort the morning of the 22d, they marched us to 
town in our fetters, under the scorching beams of an in- 
tense hot sun, and lodged us bt the^duck>head, in thQ 
open small veranda fronting the river, where \ve had a 
strong guard placed over us, commanded by Bunda Sing 
Hanary, an officer und^r Mhir Muddon. Here the 
other gentlemen likewise broke out in boils all over their 
bodies; « happy circumstance, which, as I afterwards 
learned, attended every one who came out of the black - 
holie. ^ , - 

«* On our arrival at this place we were soon given to 
understand, we should be embarked for Muxadabad,Ahie 
ctpHei of Bengal* wbiBre. I think, you .have never been, 
and tinee I have brought you this far, you mviy as welt 
take this trip with us likewise, I have muchJeisure on 
my han^s at presenti and yon know you may choose 
year time for perusaK 

«• We set out on oar travels from- the dock-bead on 
the 24th« in theaAernoon« and were embarked ina large 
nvallack* a long boat, containing part of Bundo Sing's 
ptundery&o. She bulged ashore a littl'e after we set off^ 
and broke one of her iloor^tlmbers j however they pushed' 
oiH though she made so much water she could hardly 
swim. Our bedstead and bedding were ^ platform of 
unequal bamboos, lajd on^ the bottom timbers, so that 
when they had be^n negligent in baiting, we fcequenlly 
M^aked with balfx>f us in the water. We had hardier any 
cloaths to oar bodies, and nothing but a bit of mat, and 
a bit or two of old gummy-rag, which we 'begged at 
dock*head, tq defend us from the sun* rains^ and dews;. 
F 2 " our 
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our food only rice» and t|^e water along^sidci vrhickyoa 
know iii nciiher very clean nor very palatable, in the 
rains ; l)u( there was enough of it without scramblii^g* 
In short, sir, (heugh our disttess in this situation, cover- 
ed with tormenting boiI<(, and loaded with irons, will be 
thought, and doubtless was, very deplorable, yet the 
grateful consideration of our being so providentially a 
remnant of the saved, made every thing else" appear 
lijght to us. Our rice and water diet, designed as a 
grievance to* us, was certainly our preservation, for 
could we (circumstanced as we were) have indulged 
in flesh ai;d wine, we had died beyond all doubt. 

" When we arrived at Highly-fort, I wrote a.shori 
letter fq general Bisdom, by means of a pencil* and 
blank leaf of a volume of Archbishop Tillotson's ScrmonSf 
'given us by one of our guard, part of his plunder, ladvii- 
ing him of our miserable plight. He had 4he humanity 
to dispatclh after us three difierent boats, witK/resh pro* 
visions, liquors, .cloaths, and money, neither in w'hicfc 
reached us. But, whatever is, is right ;ouf'Pice and wa- 
ter wece^more salutary anu'proper for us. 
. ** Matters ridiculous and droll abundetntly occurred in 
jihe course of our trip; but these 1 will defer for perso* 
nal recital, that I may laugh with ^ou, and only mentiott 
that my hands alone being free from import hdnies, t 
was obliged for some time to turn nurse, and<to feed ^J 
poor distressed companipns. 

" Wh^n we were opposite Stantipore, 4hey foUfld ihit 
wallaok would not be able to proeeed further tor want 
of water in the river, and cme of the guaird was «ent on 
•hore tO'demand of the Zemindar, a proprietor of tend 
t>f thai district, light <^oats, to carry prfsoners of itale'to 
W*M»<iftbftd. XJbe £emtDdar jgave W) credit to the fel- 

^ \ipif 
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loW, hiDstered his guard of pikes. bealJiioi and drove 
him away./ 

<' This, on Ihe return of the Burkandass, raised a most 
furious combustion. Our Jerodar ordered his people to 
arms» and the resolution was lo take ^he Zemindar 
and carry him prisoner to Muxadabad. Accordingly* 

- they landed with their fire*arms, swords, and targets^ 
when it occurred to one mischievous ^mortal^ that the 
taking me with them would be a proof of their commit* 
•ion, and the high offence the Zemindar had commit- 
ted* 1 

• "Being immediately olragged ashore, I urged the im^ 
possibility of my walking, covered as niy legs wer^ 
with boils, and several of them in the way of my fet- 
ters: and intreated> if I must go, that they would, foi; 
the time, take off my irons, as it was not in my power 
to escape from them, for they saw. I was not able to 
stand; but I might as v^ell have petitioned tigers, or' 
made supplications to the wind. I was obliged to 
crawl. They signified to me, it was now my business to 
obey, and 1 must remember I was not now in the Kella 
of Allynagore (the namef given to Calcutta.by the Suba> 
afier the capture) : thus was 1 marched in a scorching 

, «un', near noon^ for more than a mile and abalf; my 
legs running with blood from the irritations of my fel* 
tecs, and myseU ready to drop every minute, from ex- 
cessive faintness and unspeakable pain. 

'* When we came near the cutcherry of the districf, 
;the Zemindar, withjiis pikes^ were drawn up ready to 
receive us ; but as soon as they presentee^ me to hio) af 
a prisoner of sLatCv estimated and valued to them at four 
lack of rupees, (50,000). ) he confessed himself, sensibly 
i»f his mistake^ ^nd made no further shavV of resistance* 
. • ' p3 \' TM 
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Thfe tfemflar ^ebed him, Attd gttvfe orders to have Km 
bound, and sent to the boat; but,. on his making far- 
fiief ftobmiMibn, and pfomhiiig to get boats from San** 
i?t>dfe to^end after u^, and agreeing to pay them for the 
tioaf:/le be had cau^, he, w&s released^ and (bus vv«re 
. BSatfers accommodated. 

'* I tvas become so vety teVv ahd webk from'thh; j«o^ 
fwy, that kivas some tithe before thfey cotild veiitafc to 
bring me back; and the stotiy-heart^sd vUMtA, for 
thdlr own sakes, were obliged i'o, carry me part of th» 
way, and support me the rest, covering nte with tbeff 
Ihfelds. A poor fellow, one of our gomastuers at San- 
ttpore, seeing me at fhe cQtchery, kti^Wrae, and, with* 
fears rh his eye*, prtseMed me t^lth a bunch of plan* 
iSirins, fltfe half of whic;h my guttrd plundered by the 
^ay." 

" Wedefparted frotnh^cfe directly, in expectation of 
boats folio whig us, but they never cattle; iind the nesi 
flay, I tbhik the las|6f June, they pressed a small op^« 
fishbg-ditTgy, and embarked us in thtft, with two of otrr 
guard only ; for, in fac\, any more would have suftk 
ber. Here we had a bed of tmmboos, somefhing-soffi^r, 
1 think, than those of tlie great bbat, that is, they wer« 
iomething'easier ; but We were sb distressed fOr room, 
that we could iiot stir witlioot brtiising oar 6l»n or eack^ 
jtfthVrs boils, a^d w^re in WoeTd di<^tress, indeed, ftol 
arriving at Muxadabad ontilthe 7 th of Jii he in the af- 
ternoon: We were aH this whijfe exposied to one regu- 
lar succ6i«ioh of heavy rain, or intense strftshine, attd 
trothing to defend ns from either. 

*• But then do not let me forget oor btessi/ygs ; for, by 
the good nature of one of our guard. Sheik Bddei, w^ 
now and then got a few pFantirrns,' otfiorf^ parched 
/ . ' '- rice, 1 



trece or CALCUTTA, 167 

iridfe, T%illi jagfefe, fttiolasses) arid the bitter green, caf* 
led culla, all which were to us luxurious indulgencies^ 
ind itiade the rk^go dofvn delrcioasly. 

'' On the 7th of June, early in the tnorfiing, we came 
m sight of the French HTactory ; I had a letter [irepared 
for Mr. Law, the chief, and preraifed on my friend 
BtidkrI to put to there. On receipt of my letter Mr* 
Law, with much politeness and hiimani4y, came down 
to the water-side, and remained near an hour with us« 
He gave th^ sheik a genteel present, for hi& civflities 
offered him a considerable reward, and secarity if he 
ti^uld permit us to land for an hour's refreshment ; but 
he replied his head would pay for the indulgence. Af-* 
ter Mr. Law had given us a suppfy of cloaths, ]itfen» 
{provisions; liquors, ahd cash, we left his* ^ct&ry ivtth 
grateful hearts and compliments. 

*' We could not, as, you may irtyagine, long resist 
touching on our stock of provisions ;* but however tem^ 
perate we thought ourselves, tve were all disordered, 
more or less, by this first indulgence. A few hours af- 
ter I was seized wilh a painful inflammation in my right 
leg and thigh. 

•' Passing by wir fort and factory at Cossimbuka'r, rals* 
tome melancholy reflections amongst us. About, four 
in the afternoon we landed at Muxadabad, and Were 
t?onducled to, and deposited in 'an open sts^ble, not far 
from the Suba's* palace in the city. 

"This march, I will freely cdiifess, drew tears of 
thsdain saind anguish, at Iea(st/ from me, thus to be led, 
like^a felon, a spectacle to the inbabitants of this popu^^ 
lous city ! My sot»l cbuld not strpport hs-j^lf ivith any 
degree of patiedce : lli^ pain t<>o iarislng freton roy boils, 

added 
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Added not, a little* I believe, to my depression, of »pi« 
rits. 

" Here we had a guard of moors placed on one side 
of us, and a guard of gentoos on the olher, and being 
destined to remain, in this place of piirgaiory untiUhe* 
SubaV return to the city, I can give you no idea of our 
sufierings. The immense crowd of spectators who came 
from all parts of ihe city, to satisfy their curiosity, so 
blocked us up from morning till, night, that I may truly 
•ay. we escaped ^ second suffocation. The season 
proved extremely sultrj^ 

*' The first night afker our arrival in the stable I was 
attacked by a fever, and that night, and next clay, the in- 
flammation in my leg and thigh greatly increased ; but 
^all termina^d next day in a regular fit of the gout in my 
right foot and ancle; tl»e fi^st and laM lit of this kind I 
ever had. How much my iron ^^ agreed with this new 
visitor I leave you to judge ; for I could not so much af 
t)blaiD liberty by any intreatyfor that poor leg. 

", During our residence here we experienced every 
act of humanity and friend^iip from Monsieur Law, and 
Mynheer Vernet, the French and Dutch chiefs of Cov 
simbussar, who left no means unessayed to procure oar 
release. Our provisions were regularly sent us from the 
Dutch tanbasali (the Dutch minlia Muxadabad) in Co- 
rieramadab; and we were daily visited by Messrs. Ross . 
and Ekstone, th;e chief and second there ; and, indeed* 
received' such instances of commiseration and affection 
from Mynheer Ross, as will ever claim my most grate* 
ful remembrance. ^ 

." 1 he whole body of Armenian merchants, too, were 
post kind and friendly, particularly Aga Manuel Satour* 
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We were not a Utile indebted Jo (lie obliging, good^ 
natured behaviour of Messrs. Hastings and Chambers^ 
who gave as as much of their company as they could ; 
they had obtained theT liberty by the French and Dutch 
chiefs becoming ball for their appearance. This secu- 
rity was often tendered for us, but without effect. 

*« The 1 1 th of July,»the Suba arrived in the city, and 
with him Bunda Sing, to whose house we were removed 
that afternoon, in a hackery, for I was not able to put 
my foot to the ground. Here we were confirmed in a 
report which had before reached uf, that the Sulxa, on 
his return to Hughly, made enquiry for us, when he re- 
leased Messrs. Watts, Collet t, &c. with an intention 
to release us also; and, that he had expressed some re* 
sentment to Miiir Muddon, for having so hastily sent us 
vp to Muxadabed. ^his proved a very pleasing ptec« 
of inteiligeDce, and /gave us reason toliope the itsu^ 
WO«ld pn)ve mf.#e Tavdufable to us'Chan v^e'c*xpected. 

"Though we were here lodged in an open l^ungula 
^nly, yet we found Ourselves relieved from the cfowd 
ivhich had stifled us at the stable, and once more breath- 
ed Ihfe fresh air. We were treated by 'Buhdow Sing 
fvith'mttch4citHness and respect, who generally spenl 
«bme part- of the'day with us> 'and fefiisted us with hbpea • 
of being soon released. v 

"The 15lb we were conducted to the Kelfa (the 
ieat of the Suba's residence in Muxaclabad), h\ order 
(o have an audience with the Suba, and kn^iv our fate. 
Wei^ere*kept an hour at the gate opposite the sun, whilst 
here we saw seveitil of his ministers brought and dis- 
graced, in the Custody of SoolafToord^rs, and disfnissed 
ftom their employ, who, butafew minutes before, we 
b&d*ffeen-enter with the utmost pomp and magnificence. . 

"Receivip" 
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** Receiving advice that we should have no audience 
or admittance to ihe Suba that day, we were again de* 
posited in our former lodging, the stable, to be in rea- 
diness, and had (he mortification of passing another 
night (here. * 

" The? I6th in the morning, an old female,' attendant 
of 'Ally Cawn Begum (the dowager princess, grand- 
mother of Su raja Dowla), paid a visit ^o our Sheik, 
find discoursed half an hour with iiim. Overhearing 
part of the conversation to be favoraWe to us, I obtained 
tlie whole from him, and learned, at the feast the pre* 
ceding night, fiunda had solicited o\ir liberty, and that 
the Suba had promised he would release us on the mor- 
row. This, yoo may believe, gave us no small spirit*,* 
bat all nur hopes vw^r^ tja^hed by a pi^rn of lntel)i|isnt?« 
from Bunda Sing« imnartini}, (l)at an ord^r wa« pa«idi 
and sealed, for r^urninf u« in irons to Moniehau,d Oo< 
' verivor of AHyngore, tho name the Suba had^'given lo 
Calcutta. 

**^I need not tell jotf wjhat a thundering clap rt it. 
proved to us at the very height of our expectations} fof 
I was, to myselfi convinced I should never have got 
alive out of the hands of that rapa^iou^ hf^rpy^ who la a 
genuine Hindoo (or Gentoo) in the very worat accepta- 
tion of the word, therefore had given up every hope of 
liberty, 

*< Men in this state pf mind are generally preUy easy} 
it is hope that gives anxiety. We dined, and laid our- 
selves down to sleep, and, for my own part, I neveP 
enjoyed a sounder afternoon's nap. , 

«• Towards five the Sheik waked tne, with notice, that 
the Suba would presently pass by to his palace at Moote« 
gttl. We roused, and desired the. guard would k^P 

, tb« 
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the view clear for u<. Wben the Suba came in sight 
we made the u ual salnm; and when he came abreast 
of us he ordered his liuer t?> slop, and ordered os to be 
brought to him. We advai ced, alid addressed him in 
a short speech, stating our sufferings, and petitioned for 
our liberty. The wretched j^pectacle we made must, I 
. think, luive made an impression on^ a ifiind the most 
brutal; and if he it capable of pity, or contrition, his 
hea^-t must have felt it at that moment: I.think it/ap- 
peared, in spite of him, in his countenai.ee. He made 
me no reply; but ordered a Suiapuridor and Chubdaar, 
immediately 16 see oi^r irons cut b^\ and conduct us 
where- ue chose to go, and take care We received no 
trouble, or insult; and having repeated this order dis- 
tinctly, ordered his retinue to go on. As soon as our 
legs were free we took a b,oat, and proceeded to the 
Ranksall, where we were received and entertained with 
real joy and humanity. 
' " Thus, my dear friend, you see us restored to li- 
berty, at a lime when we could entertain no probable 
hope of obtaining it : tlje foundation of the alarm was 
this; Mbnelolt, Suba's dervan, and some others, had, 
in the morning, takeir no small pains to ^convince the 
Suba, *• that, notwithstanding my losses at Ailynagore, 
I was still possessed of enough to pay a considerable sum 
£nr my freedom, and advised the sending me to Moni- 
chaud, who would be better able to trace out the re-% 
mainder^of my effects/' To this I a^fterwards found 
the Suba replied, *' It may be: if he has any thing left, 
let him keep it, fiis sufferings have been great, he^ shall 
have his liberty." Whether this was the result pf his 
own senti agents,, or the consequence of the promise he 
had made the evening before to the old Begum^ I cannot 

say 
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say ; but we beHerey we owe g\xt' freedom « partly i& 
both. 

" Being mjrself more at liberty, it is time I should re» 
lease you, sir, also> from the un pleasing travel I have 
led you in this nari^ative of our di:»tressBs fcoro our en*^ 
trance into tlic Black- hole. And shall it after all be^ 
said, or even lhouglU> that I can possibly have arraigned 
or commented too severely on a conduct which aloiie 
plunged us into •those unequalled suOerings? I hope not. 
* " I am, dear Sir, &c. 

' ". L Z. HOLWELL." 

To this letter nothing more need be added on ihe cir- 
cumstances of which it treats; the arrival of Admiral 
Watson with his squadron, was a very agreeable event 
to the British, who had thus been cornpelled to leave 
Calcutta, and had experienced a most -painful adver- 
sity. The admiral immediately set about putting him- 
self* in condition to attempt its recovery. 

The sqiiadron sailed from Falta the 27lb of Derera- 
ber, with a body of king's and company's troops, under 
Col.Clive and Capt. Coote, (both afterwards enobled) 
which were landed on the 29th, when preparations 
were made, in the first instance, (xir 

THE SIEGE OF BOUGEE-BOUGEE, 

This was a fort belonging to the nabob. The troops 
. were to attack it by land, ^while the squadron cannon- 
iided it. The fleet met a warm reception, but the 
forces bcipg landed they took possession of two out' 
posts., which the enemy had abandoned. Colonel 
CJive, after a most fiaii^uing march, posted his men in 
different bodies round ihe fort, to cut off (he retreat of 
tlie garrison ; and the admiral sent two nine-posinderi 
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. vshore from his own ship, to enable Col. CUve to make 
« breach in the waHs. « 

The nabob, on hU part, resolved to make a bold ' 
-push to raise the siege; his efforts, howei^er, were 
powerless; and, upon a shot piercing the turban of 
Moiiichund, his principal general, and governor ofCal- 
cuUa, he was compelled to Jeave it to its ' fate. Thto 
garrison yet continued a spirited firing of small arms, 
and fire -arrows. 

A council of war was therefore .held on board the 
Kent man of war, consisting of sea and land officers, . 
when k was resolved to storm the place the following 
-morning; ai>d the admiral sent ashore a^ detachment 
of seamen, under the command of Captain King» t^ 
assist in the operation. Colonel Clive ordered his 
troops to rest on their arms all night, in order to be 
ready to attempt the breach at day-bre^k. But their 
complex, yet n^ssary preparations werti all tendered 
s nullity, by one .of those incidents which occasion tbe 
sport of fortune, to shew her po we/ over the affairs of 
men. ^ , ' * 

AU was quiet in the camp, and the principal officers 
^f the fleet were availing themselves of the present mq- 
ment for. a Rttle rest ; when suddenly a confused, but 
loud acclanjat ion was heard from the. shore, and in a 
short tiine the admiral received information that the fort 
bad. been taken by storm. No, news could be more ac- 
ceptable, and yet so unexpected, as scarcely to admk 
of belief, till a Itttlo further time produced the very sin- 
gular particulars. 

• From these it « appeared, that during the tranquil 
state of the camp> a sailor, of the name of Strachan* 
haying received his portion , of grog (arrapk mixed with 
'■^ voi» lu a . water^ 



vratei^, hit ipiriU ^cre ttso^imiehcl&iejio siiiTer him 
forest, and, inconscious of danger, he strajed by'hira- 
.fei/ towards ihe fort, asid imperceptibly got under the 
wvaUs. Being arrived thiis &r safely, ;he seon dis- 
' Covered the breach which had been made by the cannon 
of the ships, and determined upon scaling it; he ef- 
fected bis purpose, and, at length, appeared on the 
.bastion. On the platform wese several moors, whom 
he !:aluted*>t)y firing his pistol, and flourishing hi.« cutr 
kss ; he soon made way among them, exclaiming, — 
'' Huzsaa / huxsui! th place is mineJ'^ He was. soon ovef- 
whelmed with numbers, and had the blade of his citi- 
lasa cut in^ two about a foot from the hilt; butheda- 
efended himself, nevertheless, with incomparable reso- 
lution, and kept them at bay till two or three otlier 
«ai]ors, who had accidentally straggled that way^ ar- 
lived, and reinforcing him, re-echoed the triumph, which 
arouEed the whole of the soldiery, who fell on,.helter 
■akelter, without any other orders or leader than St r*- 
chan, and soon obtained complete possession of tiie fort. 
In it were found eighteen pieces of cannon, from twenty* 
•four pounders downwards, and forty barrels of gun- 
powder. The place was sithated for defence, having a 
wet ditch all round, and considering the sort of. troops 
with whieh it was defended, it made a defence mucfa 
be)'ond expectation* Captain Dougald Campbell was 
the only individual who fell, by a shot from one of his 
own' canoes. » 

it was sincerely to be lamented, that so brav^ and 
unique an action (for such it indisputably was) should 
haBre been veiled by its irregularity, so dangerous to 
«very roeasure, from its due portion of praise; Stra- 
cfaan's exploit, doubtless, sav^d anuaaber of useful lives 
^ become 



become • doubly vak^e under the extsUng circum- . 
stances ; but sueb attempts onuld riot be sanctioned by 
the allowance even of ordinary prafse in i\m instance, 
where so much Was deserved. Forts might, sowc-* 
times, be taken by- 9uch nveans, and always insure ere* 
(fit to the captors, but that they strike at the root ofM* 
subordination -and order, and must often fail, with the 
most dreadful consequences, is obvious to the slightest' 
consideration. The hero, therefore,' was necessarily, 
brought before the admiral to answer for the bfeach of 
military discipline, thoughr it may be supposed, witir-' 
out great apprehensions of severity, or danger of very 
strict scrutiny. The examination begany according t^ 
Mr. Ives (author of the Voyage to India, who was pre- 
sent), with •' Strachan>' what have you beett.dbing?" 
The brave fellow, aflef having made hh bow, sGnUclied- 
his head, and with one hand twirled his' hiTt en tHe^ 
other, replied; •* Pf^fyt to he ^Uie^ slr^ h was I w^r toffk^ 
ihefitt, ittt I hope thert was no harm ttt it,** The adhitaf. 
\9Mh difficulty, suppressed a 0m tl^, v<rhile the company 
whu surrounded him were convabed with laughter ^at' 
the simplicity of the answer, and the singularity of the 
account which he gave of the whole transaction. Ad«> 
mifal Watson then expatiated on the danger tha^migiit^ 
h^ve-attended his irregular conduct, explaining' toiFftn> 
the difference between a constant bravery' exertecb in i\i9 
line of his duty, and the incoherent effect of a imomen* 
tary impulse; and conijloded by hinting, that he was 
trot to consider hiimelf perfeotly acquitted of his viola- 
tlon of duty. Slrachan, amaaed to find himself blamed 
for an action which he naturally believed, and which, 
utider any other circum stonces, would have deserved 
the highest applause, retired from, the cabin with a 
ft 2 . . IhqugUlfttl 



thoughtful countenance, in uttering to some of bit mess- 
mates on the waj, " If I^m flogged for this here action^ 
ril neve/ take Mother fou hy myself as hng at I live, ly 

The singularity of the enterprize, its success, and . 
the fearless spirit which the man displayed, pleaded 
strongly with (he admiral in his behalf* and niade him 
^nxiotts to remove from him even the pain of his dis** 
pleasure, which he did through the medium of his offi- 
cers' supposed intercession. He would also have ap- 
pointed htm as boatswain onboard one of the king's ships, 
bat his irregularities were so great both before and aAer 
his storming the fort* as to render it impossible. 

On Ike evening of the 30Ih December, the troops 
wele ( mployed to demolish the fprts of Bougee-Bougee 
and TasuKu which wa$ evacuated in their faypr. Sue- 
ces.Cy with but very, few draw-backit, continued to 
crown the British ^rms, till Cateulta was regained, Su* 
x$»jat) Dowia deposed, .^nd the affair^ of the East-India 
compauy in that quarter in a state of greater jtplendor 
ihanl)ad been hitherto reached or know a. 

We cannot dismiss this account without a few re- 
;tiiarks on the .subsequent fate and character, of Strachan; 
the bfa«e, but unfortunate hero of Bougee-Bougee. 
"We iKive already stated,, tha(t the irregularities of Stra* 
chan precluded his ad%'ancemejit« in Ihe ordinary rou* 
tine of private seamen, and they appear to have conti- 
nued to produce the same effect. Yet this intrepid fel» 
low, according to Mr. Beatson, (Naval and Military 
Memoirs) continued to serve- through every engage- 
Dpent between Admiral Pocock, the successor o^ Ad- 
miral VVat^n, and the French* in the East-Indie's ; and 
receiving a wound in one of (hem, became a pensioner 
\ . . - ^ to 
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to the Cbek at CImham. It ts|»inrul to adJ, that, 
according to the same writer, he wa« nliKC a common 
sailor on boacd of One of ibe guard^sbips^ at Pbrlsinouth. 
. We have heard, however, but with what aiithenli* 
dkiy we can by no means pledge ourselves, Ihat a naval 
officer, who wds^ witness to Ibe affair in which Strachan 
thus signalised biniseb^ ami who retired without arriv> 
iBg atany high<preferreent> 'but wilh an^ample compe- 
tence, withdrew the hero <if Bougee-Boogee from hti 
humilialmg^ervice^ and kept him near hire, unrestrain- 
ed, as an occasional companion, for which his simpln 
city and great variety o^ adventures had admirably adap^ 
ttti him. Our information adds, that Strachan, thougb^^ 
eccentric, and never confdTming with a regular mode of 
]ife, was yet onpresvaning, and very benevolent to the 
unibrtonate oi hfs own class wherever he met them. 
The scene of his retirement win stated to be the Isle of' 
Wight. 

Since heroism, any more than genius, is not to be 
created by rule, we cannot but lamer^ that such a mskp 
coutd not be placed In a srtuafton of- minor trust, and 
proportional advantage, in which he might have 
scope for his manifest powers. Such glorious deviation 
from the cold formality of strict discipline in a character 
less subordinate, might havef coverf»d himself and his 
country with eternal laurels. As' it was, he but increases 
ihose instances which prove that regularity and prudenc^ 
yieM a dignity to higher qualities, and that without them 
the highest may sink into ignominy and contempt. 

We should be chargeable with inattention to the glory 

of our country, and the interest of our work, were we to 

Omit, even in this small selecti(m from the Asiatic war, 

some notice t^ the two splendid characters whom we 

Q S have 
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have mentioned in ih/e preceding aclions, and who afler^v 
wards became Ihe principal personages io Indian affairs* 
Eyre Coote was bom in \726, of a fistmily re- 
motely private, and was early destined to the army, 
Ihoogh in no very elevated situation. In the rebellion 
of 1745» he attended the English forces to Scotland, at 
A subaltern, bat without any remarkable effect ; and in . 
the same rank he went to the East-Indies in theregi-. 
roent of Colonel Adierom* Here he soon obtained 
the rank of Captain, and distinguished himself in the 
reduction of Calcutta, H6ughley> and Chandernagore, 
in 1757, B8 well as at the battle of Piassey, in the same' 
yeiar. 

. In 1759, he was opposed to the French general, 
Lally,. with the rank of colonel, and from this time he 
displayed the qualities of a great commander, and re- 
ceived the app|au»e of M.B.ussey, the second in«com- 
mand of the French, whom he captured, far his masterly' 
disposition and admirable movements. The reduction 
of the celebrated province of Arcd| was the fruit of his ; 
repeated victories. In I761» Pon^icherry surrendered 
Io his arms, after a long and obstinate siege (if it could 
be so called), and the French were expelled from the 
coast of Coromandei. 

Colonel Coote now returned to his own country, cover- 
ed with faurels. He was received by the East-India com- 
pany with the highest honors, and presented with a dia- 
mond-hilted sword, worth 700l. In 1771, he waspro*^ 
moted to the rank of major-rgeneral in the EasMndies, 
and elocjted a knight of the fialh ; and in 1773, he was 
appointed tp the command of the 37th regiment of foot* 
Being retMrned (o the East-Indies at the decease of 
General ,Cli^vering» Sir Eyre Coote succeeded him in 

the 
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the chiefcommand Xm 1778) as lieutenant-general, and 
became a member of the supreme cooncil in Bengal. 
In t780; n6fAVi(hstandtng his impaired health, i^e sailed 
from Calcutta to oppose the invasion df Hyder Ally in 
person ; and by his wisdom and intrepidity after succe»- 
81 ve victories, completely arrested the progress of Hy*. 
der Ally in the Camatic. In 1782, he resigned his 
command to Major-General Stuart, in consequencd of* 
his increased ill heahh; but on^iis restoration in 1783, 
returned to resume it He landed at Madras on the 
24lh April, but survived his arrival only two days. 

The corpse was conveyed to England* where it was 
received with due.milirary honors, and conveyed to 
Rockburne, in Hampshire, w()ere Sir Eyre had a^seat«> 
It was interred in tiie parish*church, and a monument 
erected there by the East-Iqdia company; a beautiful, 
cenotapli, by Banks, also records his meftiory among 
those of olher heroes in Westminster Abbey. 

Jrom this successful and meritorious soldiei; of fortune, 
whojdoes not tift^n with sdnguine curiosity to his great, 
companion in 'arms ? 

RoAaiiT, the son of Richard Cljvs, of Styche, in. 
Shropshire, was born on the 29th of September, 1 7^5, 
at his father's estate of that name, who, not eoiitent 
wiU) its produce of 5001. a year, joined to that ancieiit 
paisiimonyibepcactice.of the legal profession, andconrj 
templated a similar direction to theinind of Jii^iAfent/ 

,80n. ■. . . . ' .1.. ' '. • . : i 

Robert Clive w^ first .placed in. tbeiscbeoj-of Dr.* 
£4lon, at Lostock, in Cheshire, iu)d at ititeiage of. 
eleven years jemoved to that of ihe Rev. Mr Burslem^ . 
at Market Dcay ton ; from thence. he was sent, a short 
time AfipTj . to M^cbant Taylot'f school in London* 
• F 
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Hif slay there was not, however, of kM\g dwarion^ (91. 
his faUier again preferred a pfivate tuition, an(l i^e re* 
mained under the care of Mr. Sterjiog^ of Hemel-Heojp-; 

^ stead, in Hertfordsbiire, i\\\ the age of eigbleen, when 
Ite received an appointoaeni at writer to the East-India 
company. - 

* A total dttinoHnfttion to subjectioa marked the cb«u 
rtfeter o^ thi« yoattg gentleman firoai hi» earliest years, 
wfiichr was differently interpi^eted by his masters. The 
first boklly asserted, with a prescience too ofien used on: 

. the pr<ispects ol -yoBth, that " if the lad should live to 
be a Than, ^nd an opportaniiy be given for the e^certion 
oi his talents, few names would be greater than his.'' 
Others interpreted the prognostics in a different way* 
and ail agreed in consi<iering him the most unlucky boy: 
tftat had ever been ondee t^eir cane ! 

In 17 ^S, Mr. CUve embarked for the East Indies, 
and arrived ^ Mad'rufr in. the next year. The same im». 
potmnee of pestraint coiuimittd to mark h» conduct in 
the compting-hotfse as at the school, afid bis appoint*/ 
ment became equally troublesome to his superiors and 
bimsetf^ He treated the secklary, under whom the 
writers are p(aoed> #iith themost unbounded io^oience, 
and when^^ompelled to ent«eat kis pardt^n* he did k 
witba cdn^emptuous' sim'ie that entirely diestrqyed the 
effecU The secretary, nevertheless, secehfed ft wth; 
eirtmKitf goodnatuiiev and, attribu^thi^it to t4le self-^ttf^*' 
ficiency ^of official youth, invited him, for the purpose 
of ^vioel^fo 4limic^rv : **)Noi 'sih,**i «jiJi#d CH^e, '" Ae 
gbver^er^d i»Dt-€Miavand tit^fW^iiu with^^ou t" Be 
appeafs^to ha^o adopted ifeecourse of Wf<(> at tbij^ 'peripd, 
which he' afterwsrdBidesonibed wilh'SO m^utli point in* 
thfe Bwtish house of?ooaimon^> tts^tlib<seAioI«eki o^all 

^ the 
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(he jroolh in the India company's service : by the means 
of a native, who introduced them to lawless pleasures, 
and supplied all their extravagances, that they might 
subject them to their own purposes of the most- ne^riotts 
kind. , - . 

The surrender of Madras to the French, how€\*er, 
opened a new field to his pursuits ; for their commander- 
in-chi^f refusing to recognize the parole granted by hr^ 
inferior, Clive, among others, escaped, in a moorish 
habit, to St. David% a distance of twenty-one raUes 
to the south on the same coast. 

Ai this place, sliil equally engaged in the pursuit tif 
pleasure, two young officers were discovered in dislio-* 
norable practice? at play, and their opponents refused 
to pay till intimidated by their threats. Clive, bow- 
ever, was determined, aiid readily accepted the cbal*' 
]en^e« He delivered his fire without hesitation, when- 
his antagonisl quitting his ground, and presenting bi$ 
pistol to his head, desired him^ to ask his life. He did 
so; but this concession produced another— he must also 
retract^ and promise^o pay the money (of which he had 
been cheated): " Fire, then, and be d— d,^* said 
Clive. '* I said you cheated, 'J say so still, nor will I 
ever pay you V* The officer .finding remonstrance was 
vain, called him madman, and threw away his pistoK 
Clive's acquaintance complimenting him on 4he result, 
he'made an answer equally honorable to him as his coth> 
rage. *' The man,'* said he, " has given me my life, 
and I have no right ever again to mention his behaviour, 
though 1 will neither pay him, nor keep him company.'* 
All circumfrtances "combined in transferring Clive at- 
tlii)^ time from the civil to the military service;. he, 
therefore, obtain^ a commission in 17 ^7* -In 17 ^^n 

tl>- 
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the young enkign distingmshed himself at the attacH oir 
Pondicherr)^ in defending the advanced trench. He re- 
ceived several shots in his clothes, but escaped unhurU 
In the heat of action his powder being eicha^sted, and 
not waiting to send a serjeant, he ran (o the next trench 
for a ssppl)^ : 4l)is circymslance was macfe ase of to his 
prejudice by an officer in his^absencev and CYive, on 
meeting biin» desired satisfaction, upon which the ofH- 
cer struck bim a blow on the ear. Clive instantly drew^ 
and the other did the satne,> but both were put under 
arrest, and a court of enquiry coropeiled the officer to 
ask his pardon at the head of the battalion. No notice 
had* however, been taken of the blow, to prevent fur* 
tbier injury to the officer. Clive, therefore, foreborc 
till they. both retarced to St. Fort St. David's, wheahe 
d^oianded satisfaction- for that also. The officer consi-^ 
dered he had don^' enough already, and Clivelatd his 
cane on hm head in return, as a mark o( conteinpt fot 
Ms character. Theofficer afterwards resigned* 

When peaee precluded any further raifttary projects, 
a, dispute arose between the two rajahs-, who claimed' 
Hanjore a«- their rightful inheritance, -in which- Ctlve 
gjadly joined, andh evinced a bravery almost- equal K> 
madness. Sutch sparit soon decided the quarrel, and he 
returned to tjte civil establishment with lh« same rank 
as- if be bad not left it ; to which also was now added, 
by the kindness of Ms^or Lawrence, the lucrative ap- 
poinlmi^t of comnEtisiary to the British troops. He 
had npt bee« lonjg settled at Madras, when a fever of 
the nervous kind entirely: sltattered his constitution, and 
^ever alter preyed updn his spirits^ 

In 1751, a further interference among the native 

. powess being determined on, Clive resumed the mi li* 

2 -- tary 



lary character with the xrominission of captain, and 
irepeatecl his desperate bravery in a variety of in«tances« 
la shcNt^ bU history at this period wears the air of ro* 
mance rather thancoel detaH ; for in no other instance 
was such a number of hair«breadth escapes accumulaled, 
lOr the most vahiable properties of a genera! displayed ars 
;^iiring the period of this native war, according to the 
4)est accounts, by this young and fortunate officer. The 
«nefliy being driven from that pari of the Carnatic, he 
returned to Madras, and in 1753 embarked for£ng- 
- land. 

I'he fame of Captain Clive hdd arrived before him, 
and the East-India company, in consequence, compli^ 
mented him with a rich sword (after his declining it (ill 
Colonel Lawrence should receive one)^ and solicited him 
to become governor of Madras, They procured hhn, 
at the same tiroe« the rank of lieutenant -colonel in the 
army, and the'conduct of three companies of artillery, 
and three or four hundred of the king's troops. With 
these be was to join the Mahratta force in the west of 
Htndostan, and, in conjunction with them, to attack 
the French, whose power had become formidable. 
Peace however had, before his arrival (in 1756), super- 
seded hts commission. In the ensuing winter he em- 
barked with a body of troops on board Admiral Wat- 
son's squadron, for the purposes which we have de- 
fcrii)ed in the latter part of the section, and which de- 
tracted nothing from his career of success. During this 
expedition a dispute arose respecting priority between 
the two commanders, in which Colonel Olive supported 
his own dignity with hU wonted spirit and pertinacity. 
The battle of Piassey succeeded this expedition, to 
which be owed bis immortality: .the nabob was de« 
. . pos^* 
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posed/ killed, and a M«er Jaffler raised to his Ibrone $ 
with such an arrangement as left him completely in the 
.power of the company. Peace wan settled, 6CX),opoI. 
were granted to the soldiers and seamen, an<d compen- 
sation made by the new power of MUxadabad to the 
' company for the losses they had sastained by the war» 
AS well as to all parties injured by the previous capture 
of Cal<;utta. To Colonel Clive Meer Jaffier made a 
present of 210,000). and prevailed on the Great Mogul 
to create him an omrah, or noble of the empire, with a 
revenue of 28,0001. per annum of quit rents, paid by 
the company for lands in the neighbourhood of Calcutta. 
To the vigorous efforts of Colonel Clive, in his mili- 
tary career, the company, doubtless, owe the origin of 
thatgrandeurto which they afterwards arrived* Though 
connected also with a commercial character, it Was not 
bis sphere, and it is to others that the meed of praise is 
' due for commercial regulation, i . 

In 1760, Colonel Clive returned to England, where 
his exploits received the warmest commendation .of the 
East-Indta company. In the following year he received 
the dignity gf baron in the .kingdom bf Ireland, by the 
title of Lord Clive, Baroii Plassey, and was elected to 
serve in parliament for the borough of Shrewsburjv 

He now hoped to enjoy in peace the benefit of that 
inordinate wealth which had been heaped upon hii6. 
In this, however, he was disappointed, llK>ugh, as he 
yelremained but young, perhaps not disagreeably, from 
a request of the company to visit their Asiatic territories 
once more, to adjust a violation of those regulations 
which he had established, by the servants of th€ com- 
pany since his absence. He, therefore, embarked in 
the latter ''end of ^764, with four of his friends, a|id 

found 
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(bund the country in a state of the utmost confusion. 
They nr.ade such amendments in I he condition of tlie 
company's interests as seemed be«t suited to perpetuate 
the flourishing state of their concerns, and returned to 
£ngland io l767i In two years after he was rewarded 
with the order of the Bath ; and, about the same time, 
contributed 70,000L (or a fund for the invalid servants 
of the company* 

Whoever contemplates, says a cotemporary writer* 
the forlorn sitaation of the company at the time whe{i 
Lord Olive first arrived at Calcutta in tlie year 1756, 
and >then considers the degree of opulence and power 
they possessed when he finally left that place in the 
year 1767, will be convinced tt^t ihe history of the 
world has seldom afforded an instance of <k> rapid and 
improbable a change. At the first period Ihey wer# 
merely an asseeiatioa of merchants struggling for^ assist* 
ance : one oi their factories were in ruips, their agents 
were murdered, and an army of 4^0,000 men, to which 
they bad nothing to oppose, threatened the immediate 
desCr action of their principal settlement. At the la.^ 
period, distant from the first but ten years, they were 
become powerful princes, possessed of vast revenues, 
and ruling over fifteen millions of people. 
. Lord Clive's situation might be now considered as 
trul/ei\viable^ in the possession of immense wealth, and 
rich in the plaudits of his country ; but, alas ! these vyill 
not purchase the tranquillity of the, mind : and this 
great and fortunate nobleman was to experience a fate 
described with much truth and sensibility by hh friend,^ 
Mr. Hastings : 

**,^o ripen'd age, Clivc livM renowned ^ 

With lacks enrichM» with honors crowa'dy 

YOJ, II R . Hf|< 
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His valour^s wveU-farnM meed • 
Too long, alais I he liv*d to hate 
His en?ied Jot, and died too late 

From Uf«*s oppresaioa freed.** 

Hot. Bn », Od. 16. . 

On the principle that all acquistlipns made under the 
inflaence of a military force, or by treaty with foreign 
powers^ do of right belong to the state, a motion wah 
made in the hou&e of commons on Febraary 21, 1773, 
that in the acquisition of his wealth. Lord Clive had 
abused the powers with which he was intrusted. He 
defended bimself« if not satisfiictorily, at least witfi 
great abihty, and concluded with these remarks: ''^If 
the resolution proposed should receive the assent of the. 
house, I shall have nothing left that I can call my own, 
except my paternal fortune of 5(H>1. a year, and vmHicA 
has been in the family for ages past. But upon this I 
am content to live, and perhaps 1 shall find more real 
content of mind and happiness, than in the trembling af- 
fluence of an unsettled fortune. But to be called, after 
16 years have elapsed, to account for my conduct in 
this manner, and after an uninterrupted enjoyment of 
my property, to be questioned, and considered as hav- 
ing obtained it unwarrantably, is hard, indeed 1 and a 
treatment of which i shall not think the British senate 
capable. Yet, if this should be tlie case, I have a con- 
scious innocence within me, that tells me my conduct isf 
irreproachable. Frangas nan ^cifs (ihey m^y break, but 
not bend me)— they may take from me what I have, they 
may, as they think, make me poor, but I will be happy. 
Before I ^it down, I have one request to make to the 
house, that when they come to decide upon my honor, 
they will not forget their own.** Tiie house of com- 

noons 
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mom rejected the motion; and resolved, " That Lord 
Clive had rendered great and meritorious services to his 
country." 

At the very moment when Lord Clive "was defying 
the senate to " bend" him, he was sinking beneath the 
weight of an oppfressed mind. He found irothingcon- 
solatory in present immense wealth, and nothing pleat- 
ing to wl)ich he could recur inliis great career. The^ 
very peasant who retired from the labors of the field, 
to a po¥erty-stricken cottage, found a truer repose than 
he; the man who had dethroned the monarchs of the 
east,^ and bad set op others at his will, felt a reverse 
more poignant than the- deepest adversity in thehumi* 
liaiing enquiry of the commons, and the opinions of 
htm which it, as well as the~ subsequent ^troubles in In- 
4hf excited in the country/withfoat any solace to coun.- 
terbabnce it. His constitution has already been stated 
as much impaired, and his spirits grew more and more 
depressed. In one of the paroxysa^of a nervoiis fever 
• wMcb grew en him in 1 77 4, bis lordship pat a period to 
his esKtence in the fiftieth year of his age. He was 
interred, with a fond regard to the parish in which he 
was born, in the church of Moretonsay, near Markef 
Drayton, In Shropshire. , 
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THE ' 

GERMAN, OH SEVEN YEARS' WAR. 

(UicIudiDf ibe Affair of Qjod^ec, ID North America.) 

1756 to 1763. ; 

Progress of Military Science— Cause of the War, &c.— Battle' 
of LowositB — of Reichenberg — of Auwal — Siege of Prague— 
Battle of Kolin — of Hastenbech— Norkittto, or GroaJegem^. 
dorff— of Roftbach— of Bre«Iaur-of Liwa^-^iegci of Breslan 
—of CUiDUt»— Battle of CreveJt— of SedSersbahfleii-^f Meer 
—Siege of Custiens — Battle of Zorndorfl— of Hachkerken^ 
Account of Marshal Keith — Battle of Bergen— of ZollichaR 
— of Minden — of Cunnersdorff—- of Abraham— Acconnt of Ge-^ 

■ Dcrol Wolf— Battle of Pretsch— of Mazen — of FoIda-^Siege 
of' Quebec — Battle o: Landsbut, or Cabach — of Emsdorff— <if 

. Warburg — of J^rekla — of Leignits — of Torgau— Accouat of. 
FKs]>iRic the Great— Accession of Gioaosin. — ^Battle of 
Lanzeusaltse — of Kirkdenckeu, or VelUnghauseib— Apcoufit of 
the Marquis of Granb^ — Battle of Schweidnita — of Dobeln— 
of Puida — of Prieddurg. 

1 HE war which we have comprised in the present 
^ctiorij may be jconsidered as a school ofmilitary know- 
ledge, as ivell as a martial 'narrative, admitting ail the 
varieties of any age or country. Military science^ par- 
taking of the progress which civilization had itoade to* 
wards the middle of the last centary* presents a picture 
of war v^Tj different from those which preceded (he 

days 
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4aLjs of Marlborough ; and a monarch arose at the com- 
menc^menl of the present period, (o whose theory and 
praotke the art is hidebted for nothing less than a new 
sjstem of tactics, and a proof of their certain success. 
This was Frederic the Great, to whoon the armies of 
Europe long turned their eyes as the general father of 
that science, without which neither bravery nor-talenls 
can hope to succeed io war. 

In a political view, this seven years' war in Germany 
may be considered as an extension of that whidi has 
closed the preceding section,- connected by the hostili- 
ties in the East and- West Indies. The French* unable 
at all times to cope with the marine of Britain j threaten* 
ed to revenge on the possessions of its mona ch "in 
Germany the loss they might sustain by itea. Prepara- 
tions were accordingly made by a nation ever prompt 
»n every quarter, alliances were formed, and subsidies 
engaged; circumstances not to be efiected without |he 
knowledge of ppwers only watting for a cause of hoiti- 
Nty. The consequence is evident, and the only object 
which remained, was the modification of the war as re- 
garded the interests and relations -of the various govern- 
meiits concenied. These were variously managed icv . 
a time, as difierent difficulties presented themselves, and 
ended at last in Great Britain and Prussia being oppos- 
ed to the resi of Europe. 

* As it is not our intention to interrupt the series of ac^- 
lions, all tending io^ oite point, jind bounded by one 
acene^ which compose this part of our wor4» except by 
gratifying ouridnity in respept to the great and excellent 
^aracters which display themselves io conspicuous p^^ 
liods of their Career. We shall mention here, that alter 
the battle of Torgau, (which many coincident circuin^ 
E S stances. 
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Mances^ particuiarly (he naval exertiont at thai pertecl, 
tended to render highly admntageoos to the British 
came), and before the baUle of Lanzenaaltze, died 
Geoq^e the Second, in the 77ih year of his age, and 
ftith of his reign. He w|is succeeded by his grandson, 
George the Third, of whom (he highest eulogy that 
can be pronotinced, either regarding the immediate po* 
lilies of his (tme, or the sentiments of an English, mo* 
narch of any period is, that ** born and educated ir 
this country, be gloried in the name of Briton !'" On 
his 'arajesty's ascension to (he ^rone, he bore the best' 
passport to the hearts of his subjects, in an amiable dis- 
poskion and unblemished manneit. How well tliese 
have been preserved need not to be here recorded. 

THE BATTLE OF LOWOSITZ. 

It being observed by all.Eufope^ in (he summer of 
the year Y756, that Germny was Of»the eve of a war, 
Ihe kh)g of Great Britain dreading the Ffench would 
enxef Hanover, concluded a subsidy treaty with the 
Czarina of Russia, whereby that princess promised to 
lUrntsh 40^000 foot and 1 5,00O horse,, in case hk elec* 
(onite of Hanover should be attacked. 

The king of Prussia, disiucliyed that (he Russians* 
should be such near neighbours to hhn, offered to take 
Hanover under hi^ protecttfui, and l^y a treaty at that 
lime made, the two monarcks, in conjunction witb 
ether ol the Germanic; powers, agreed lo keep all lb* 
reign troops out of Germany. The courts of Dresd$n, 
Vienna, Versafilcs, and Petersburg, having long whis* 
pered a confederacy,, now openly espoused it, and de- 
termined to strip the king of Prussia of all hisdominions^ 

That 
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That noiiftfcli saw tiie slom, and wisely f«9ol¥0d on 
laying 4be scene as hr froin home as possible. Btfof9 
they were ready to invade his country, he on a sud- 
den entered Saxony, (the 29th of August, 1756)/ de-> 
tQanded a passage into Bohemia, and seemed to threaten 
to besiege Dresden. The king of Poland, who had as* 
sembkd his Saxons near his capital, in consec|uenGe of 
directions from the , court of Vienna, was struck with 
terror and amaxement at his tremendous appearanee^ 
and neither offered to repel the invader, nor come to 
ierms, but began to fortify himself among the vallies and 
mountains of Pirna. Frederic knew no time wasto.be 
lost;' he took possession of the defiles of Bohemia, and 
entered that-kingdon\ at the head of his army, having 
sent some detachments befoVte to .scour the country of the 
eneiry^s parties. He also left a detachment behind to 
block the Saxons up in their camp at Pirna, which was 
lio sooner made known to Mareschal Brown,, the com^ 
mander of the Austrian army, than be determined on 
their relief, which I he king of Prussia was presently ap- 
prized of, and therefore resolved to bring him to a battle. 
The king marched with rapidity to where the Austrian^ 
lay encamped. On the 29th day of September, his ad** 
vanced^uard was in sight* of the camp. The army ar- 
rived in the night at Welmina, where the king only 
formed hh battalions behind one another, and the squa* 
drons in Ihe 9ame manner, whidi remained the whole 
night in this, place, the king himself sitting up with 
them, covered with his cloak only, before a little fire, at 
the head of his troops. On the 1st of October, be 
shewed the generals the ground he intended to occupy}- 
Ihe infentry to form the first line, and to occupy the 
twohilU, the bottom lying between them; some bal^ 

talions 
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Uli0«M la <brn the seoond line, and tkm Mfi line to be 
composed of all thec&valry* From the hill» the Plus-^ 
ttaoft first perceived tht town of Lowosils, filkd. wiih a 
numerous body of in&ptry, a large haltery of twelve 
pieces of canaon raised before tbem, the cavalry* (brmed 
chequerwise, and in a line bet weep lx>wo.titz and Saus* 
cbiif • With A view to drive bade the eoemy» which 
stood in his front, he ordered his. cavajcy to advance, 
"^ forming them before his ^rst line of infantry) the ca* 
. vafary attacked and broke the enemy's infanlry^ but were 
galled by a great body of infantry, which was placed 
behind the cavalry, in hollow places, and ditcbei>» which 
obliged them to return and form again; which having 
done, they returned to the attack^ in the face of sixty 
pieces of cannon, and the bodj^ of infantry, on which 
tbey defeated the Austrian cavalry, .and forced the 
enemy froin the ditches. The enemy endeavoured to 
flatik the Prussian infantry, and dispositions were made 
M> sapport them ; when the whole left of the Prussian 
in&ntry marching in gradually, wheeled about, attacked 
the town of Lowositz in f)ank in spite of the cannon 
and mosquetry, set the suburbs on fire, carried the pp^, 
>ind put the whole army to flight. 

Mareschal Brown retired' to the .other side' of the 
Egra, encamping at Baden, and the king having gained 
the field of battle, established his head-quarters at Lo- 
wosiU. ^The enemy's army was 6(),000 strong, and 
their loss was computed about 60Q0 or 7000 killed or 
ivounded. The Prussians look 500 prissoners, among , 
whom was Prince LobkowitE, with five pieces of can« 
non and three pair of colours. The Prussians lost 
flOOO men, killed and wounded, and by this victory 
wcie becof^ie masters of aU the defiles^ so that ti^ 

whole 
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whofe Saxon army finding themseh^cs surrounded, and 
being reduced lo the greatest extremity for want of pro- 
vMiens, they surrendeied, to a man, prisoners of war, 
and the king incorporated all who were willing 'fa enter 
into his service with' the Prussian army, M^hich broke up 
the jnmp at Lowositz, and arrived at the quarters al 
Seidlitz, which ended the campaign of 1756. The 
>ing of Poland was obliged to quit his electorate; the 
Prussians took up their quarters in Saxony, «etzed upon 
the^ revenues, levied contributions, and obliged the 
country to furnish recruits. The king possessed him* 
self of the archti'es at I>re$den, from whence he took . 
copies of the triple alliance, formed against him in' 
time of peace, by the courts of Vienna, Versailles, and- 
Petersburg, and which he (lublished to all Europe. 

Lowositz is a village situated on the river Egra, seven 
miles S. of Leitmeritz, and three N. yiT. of Baden^ in 
the country of Bohemia. 

. The single hat important battle which preceded, ma][ 
be considered but as a preparatory movement for the^ 
campaign of 17^7, wlHch now commenced* 

* . . ' ' ' 

BATTLt OF REICHENBtRG, 

His Highness the Duke of Beverh haying marched/ 
April 20, 1757^ at the head of a body of the army - 
whfth was in Lusatia, from the quarters of cantonment, • 
near Zittau, possessed himself immediately, withoot the 
loss of a single man, of the first post in Bohemia, 9jL Krot* t 
tau, and Grasenstein, drove away the enemy the same^ 
day from Kratzen, and marched towards Macbeoddrf, 
near Reichenberg. The same mortiing Patkammer's ' 
hus^MTs, oonmaoded . by (heir 'oplonelisnd:by Miyof . 

fchaenfdd. 
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Schteitfeld* routed some hundreds oF the cnenr))'scu1ra9* 
-siersy commanded by prince Lichtenstein, who were 
posted before Kohlig, and look prisoneri(« one captain, 
two >cuballerns and above sixty horse; thereat were 
entirely dispersed^ and scarcely able to rally near KraN 
aen. The night coming on, obhged the iroops to re- . 
main in the open air till the next morning. 

.The 2 1st, at break of day, our troops marched in two 
columns by Habendorf towards the enemy^s array post* 
ed near Reicbenberg, and commancied by General 
Cottilt Konigseg, 20,000 strong; as soon as the lines 
were formed, they advanced towards the en^my'« ca« 
▼airy, which was ranged in three lin^s of about thirty 
sqiuidroris. The two wings vvece sustained by the in- 
fantry« which was posted among felled tie^» and in* 
tfoncbments. They immediately . caoBo&aded the ene» 
n$\is9ifakyt y^rho ceceivtfil U bravely, having on iheii 
right a village, and on their lefl a wood, where tliey had 
iatmidhed tbema^lves vtitb. felled trees and pita. Bat 
the Duke of Bevern having caoaed fifteen squadreos of 
dragoons, of the second line* to advance, and ordered the« 
wood on our right to be attacked at the same time by 
the battalions of grenadiers of Kablden and of Moel- 
lendorf, and by the regiment of the Prince of Prussia, 
Dfho deared ail the felled trees and totrenchmeats 
there; oar dragoons, who had by this me^ns their 
flanka covered, entirely routed the eAeray's cavalry^ 
The ganerals.Normami, Katt, and the Prince of Wifw 
taaibfll'g* lignaliaed themselves eaUremely on this ec- 



Cdonel Pittkammer and Ip^yor Sohaenfekt with their 
hussara* liliewite porticolarly distingonlied them^lves 
^ i(Hring the horse grenadiers a very warm reception, 

• ROt* 
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notwithstanding the enemy''* artillery took them in 
ffank. Lieutenant-general LestewHz at the same time 
attacked, with the left wing <)i the Prussian army, the 
redoubts that covered Reichenberg. Thougb there 
were many defiles and rising grounds to pass, which 
were all occupied by the encmy> yet the regiment of 
d'Amstadt forced the redoubt, put to flight, and pursued 
the enemy, after some discharges of their artillery and 
small arms, from one eminence to another, for the space 
of a mile, as far as Rochlitz and Dorssel. The loss of 
the enemy amounted to 1 000 killed and wounded. The 
victors made about twenty officers and 400 soldiers pri- 
soners, and took three standard.^;. The action began at 
half an hour after six o'clock, and continued till eleven* 

The conquerors lost on their side seven subalterns, 
and about IQO men killecl; General Nermann, Major 
de Mellin, of the regiment of Amotel, Colonel Lettow 
of d'Armstadt, Majors de Platen, de Normann, .and 
Beyeun, of Wi^temberg, the Captains de Pabstein, de 
Normann, and de Patkammer, of Amstel, seven subal- 
terns, and 160 men, were wounded. 

The officers and private men equaHy deserved tbe 
highest commendations. His Highness the Duke of 
Bevem, who had distinguished himself in so signal a 
manner in former campaigns, and particularly at Lowo- 
sitz, in this action eave fresh proofs of that skill and coo^ 
rage, which will'transmit his name to posterity. 

Reichenberg is a town of Saxonj, in Mishie marqai- 
sate, south of Dresden* 
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BATTLE OF AVWAL. 



. When the King of Prussia entered Bohemia this yeai;^ 
(1757) at the head of 90,000 jnen, the Austrian army, 
though consisting of 100,000 men. fled before him. At 
Auwal, a village about two miles N. W. froq Prague, 
however. Count Brown, its general, determined lo make 
a stand and wait the arrival of the Prussians. His 
camp was fortified by every advantage of nature and 
every contrivance of art ; his centre was an eminence, 
his left was covered by Prague, lind his right by a mo- 
rass, 't'he kiog soon came up. and on the 6th of May. 
1757, at three o'clock in the a Aernoon a battle began. 
Mareschal Schwerin. with the left of the Prussians, at'^ 
tacked the Austrians with amazing intrepidity, in the 
very front of the enemy's batteries, climbed precipices, 
till then thought insurmountable, and with this daring re- 
solution charged, sword in band, forces much superior 
in number tf> his own. He was repulsed, but not witl)- 
out a very obstinate resistance, which occasioned a terri- 
ble carnage. The troops were soon rallied, and he at- 
tempted to lead them on again; but they hesitating 
about passing the morass, and there being exposed to 
the enemy's batteries, he snatched the standard from the 
officer who bore it. and rusthing foremost into tlie mo* 
rass. cried. '< Let all brave Prussians follow me !" when 
unfortunately be was killed by a cannon* ball. Prince 
Ferdinand, the king's brother, hastily t<»ok up the stan- 
dard, and putting himself at the head of the troops, made 
Sknother eflbrt, but was also repulsed ; and the Duke qf 
Aremberg. who commanded this victorious.wing of tlie 
Austrians, pursued htm 600 paces. At this instant, the 

King 



poshicn. Here it was^ that the hereditary prince of 
Brunswick distingaished hinrndf ^at the head of a bat* 
talion .o£ Wolfenbuttle guards and a Hatioverian bat-* 
ta^on, by attacking and repulsing with his bayonets af 
superior force of the.eneroy, and retaking the battery; 
The ertemy being in possession of ft height, that com* 
manded and flanked both our lines of ir^fantrv'and our 
battery « which attack they could support undercover of 
a bill, and his Royal Highness couid not dispute, with- 
out exposing bis flank both to their artillery and mus* 
quetry« be ordered the army to retreat, which was done 
m the greatest order, and with the greatest reluctance ; 
tbe coflUDon soldiers deslHng to be led on, to revenge 
ibe cruel unparalleled treatment of their masters and 
fiouDtrymes* 

HisE^oyal Highness r^reatedjo Hamelin, where he 
halted some lime, and then continued hts march to 
Lhune* The enemy did not shew themselves in any 
shape during tbe retreat of the aliie^. ' 

Colonel Bradenback attacked tour brigades very 
strongly posted, with a battery of fourteen pieces of 
V canaon, chained the enemy with his bayonets, repulsed, 
and drove them down a precipice with a considerable 
loss ; took, all their artillery, ammunition, &c. but pre* 
ferring the care of his woundeil, to the carrying away of 
tbe cannon, he only brought ofi* sbc, nailing up and de« 
atroyiog the rest*. 

Colonel Dachenhansen, on bis side, drove several 
squadrons of the enemy as far as their army, who never 
|rave him an opportunity of charging them. This at* 
tack was late in the day, and at such a distance, that his 
Ro^al Highness was not informed of it till some time 
^fter bis retreat, 

VOL. II. ' v Th* 
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The kB»of tbealief wu incmniiteraU^ in.propor* 
tim to Ihe eiienj'i superiofftyi tbej iMtaiout 1000 
well, kiHed, woiindei, and taken priiODera ; Che enemy 
lost more, but thejr ne^er owned ho# euny. Tiia 
numbers ef both armtei were very laieqoaf; the French 
had at least 75^00 men, wfaeneas the alKet had not 
47/)0O. 

The Dtthe of Comberland behig dHven off the MS 
of batUei and Hanover no fooger tenable, ho retreated- 
towards fitade. Bjr taking thn ronfee^ his Royal BigiiM 
ttess was driven . iQto a. sort of cmI dt stu, UnaUe by Uti» 
Btuatton to retire;, or by his atitMigih toiodirance, b^ wa» 
compcUedy on the 8th. of Septcniber» to sign therematik* 
iriile capitaiatioD i£ Clostec-Seveo, hy which JSvOOO 
-Hanoverians laid down their arms^ and went dijipcvsoil 
info different <|uaiteni of cantonment. The French 
array bad a little before changed Hs coHifflander*— 
S'Etreos, the favotwite of ail the military men, wasre^ 
moved from the command, which was eonferred on tba 
Poke de Richlieu, who excelled him and all mankind in 
the profession of a coartier. Tho Haamvenans wetii 
130W quttejttbdued) and aliHhe French fbies let loose bjF 
this treatyi. was ready to^fidl m apon the Kiag of Prn»» 
m's> dominions ; bet be slopped Iheif carcito by his . vio* 
lory M Rosbach. 

Hhstenbeck ia a little Tilfaige ia the electoiile of 
HatVover, situated on the east side of the Wtser> 
the town of Uaotelin. 
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SATTLEOF ifonmrmN, <w gros JAOumDCfjsr. i 

The King of Pnissig tmvtng becsn obliged to rokiml^ 
in oonieqtteiioeof his defeat al Kolio» ibe jElos8MMs»emt 
boldened b^ the sucQess of their allies at Ha^fjenbeckf 
ix>w ventured to invade* to the number of 90/XK) sien; 

They invested Memel, which nut betog to a cooditioa 

to <tand a regniar siege, was sarrendef ed by Ihe garriv 

ton upon hondttia^ terms. From hence this amneroat 

army marched soaAiNFard, without meeting with any re^ 

Barkai)ie opposition i but so slowly, that th^4id ttol 

past tbe Pregel till near the end of Augast ; vyhen thef . 

had fMssed that riVer* they encamped near JqgersdorC 

.Upon thil. General Lehwald, wbo commanded Ibf 

Prassiah army, then posted at Wehlaw» feioliiod*. nol^ 

arithstanding tiieir great supertorily in Bttmfaers» ki eAr 

took them, which he did on the 30tb (tf that modlh. 

' The Rosstan aimy, ampuating to 60,000 r^W 

~ troopsi had chosen a mostadvantagoouacampf near Noct 

kitten* It was composed of four lines, each of wl^fch 

was defended by an intrench meat, with a numerouaaif 

ittlery, ead batteries plaoed upon aU the emlnenoe^^ 

I^ol witb«ianding so great a superiority, MaFe$cb|lI LeU 

waid determined to ailaek the enemy with hi^aripy^ 

, which hardiy consisted of 30»000 men. The attack be* 

gan at five in the morning, and was carried on with a? 

muth vigour, that tbe Prassians entirely brek^ the 

wlioie 6rst line of the enemy, and forced all their barter 

ries. The Prince of Hoistein Gottorp, brother to the 

King of Sweden, at the head of hi$ reglmaot ^ ^ra** 

goons, roatkd tha enemy's cavalry, and «Aierw%ids feU 

T 2 upon 
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opon a regiment of grenadiers, which was cut to 
pieces; but when the Pnissiaos came to the second in- 
Irenchment, Mareschal Lehwald, seeing he could not a(« 
(bdipt to carrj it without exposing his whole army, took 
the resolution to relire^ which he did in the best man« 
jtitri and witlioot the enemy's daring to retire out of their 
intrenchmenCs to pursue them. The Prussians returned 
(D their former camp#at Velau^ where they remained, as 
did the enemy in their camp. The loss of the Prussians 
did not exceed 2Q00 killed and wounded, which loss» 
however, was immediately replaced by the disciplined 
militia; the Ioh of the enemy ivas near 14,000. Ge^ 
neral Lapuchtn was wounded and taken prisoner, witli 
a coion^ of the Russian artillery ; but the former was 
vent back on hi» parole. The Prussitn army had ait 
^iirst made themselves masters of above eighty plecea-of 
MinOQ» bat were afterwards obliged to abandon tbem» 
4irith eleven of their oWn, for want of carriages. Thf 
PrtEntians lost no general^ oj officer of distiectioD.— 
Lieotenant-general Dohna was the only one wounded.- 
The Russians gave a very different account- of this 
tatle ; their first account, indeed, which was given by 
Mareschal Apraxin himself, was pretty modest and con^ 
cite ; lor he only said, that the Prussians, though they 
behaved as bravely as men co|>ld do in the action, had 
attacked his army, contrary to all the rules of war> 
therefore>their attack must have been either the efiect of 
^positive orders 6r despkir ; the consequence of which 
was, that they had, he reckoned, 10,000 men killed and 
wounded in their desperate attack, whereas the Russians . 
had not above 7000 killed and wounded. Bat there 
was afterwards a long and pompous account of this en* 
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gffgMdrrf pnbltphed at Fet^nbiirg, aod to aiMs# Ij^ 
popuhicc> paat rtjoioing«Mde> as if ibt^ M obinteed 
a complete victory. 

It is, lAdeed, probaUe, tliat fbe Ft atdaai lost a grafth < 
er number of men Ihae thej vrora willing to<»hfe8S* as* 
an army that-attacki another's intrahdmonta fvilhoat 4^*-, 
feating them, always loses more anan Ihaa tbose thejii 
attack ; besidas, we cannot weH suppow^tlial Mafeaohal 
Lehwald would hare given up the advmataget beludl) 
obtained, If he had not bst a vary graat number of feKP s 
and much less, that he would have retired faom bis fbrW 
iDcr camp, as he soon after did to P^torswblde. 
- But what is nosi surprising, though tha ProsiMn arttjT' 
had retired, and did not soem to bava any diaaigp to 
mak« » siMaood attack, yet the Rassiaa aftny aWwreptod 
nothing aAer this battle, unless it was phmdeciag^ and 
often cruelly treating the poiorinhabitflDila;wb«ih» in.« 
deed, was chiefly owing to their being attendbd^ as thajr 
always are, by a body of Cossadcs aad Calmuoka; Her 
as to any other sort of operations, they coatiaaed qisato 
inactive, until the I5lh qf Saplember, 'Whea they siiui*' 
denly repassed the Fregel, and retreated wNihoot stop** 
ping tiH they arrived at Memeli m which retreat they 
lost a great many then, as Ihig; were lollawad ^nost ths 
whole of the way by soose of the Prusniao troops, wha 
kitted or made prisoners all* they fix»od lagging i»ehind 
the army ; and even many of Iho stragglers were ksUod 
by the country people, in revenge lor She t|I-osage they 
had met with. What reason Marescbal Apraxin hadl 
for this early and precipitate retreat is not known, as it 
does not seem to have been any way necessary, because 
he might hai^e made himself master of Konigitberg, and 
thereby had bis army supplied by the Russian fleet; and^ 
T 3 it 
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itddet fMt seem at if he bad any orders trom hW covrt 
for retreating, because he was soon after not only di»« 
missed from his command, but^so confined; tboiigh it. 
does not appear that he ever met with any other punish- 
tnent. Whatever was the reason, the army, presently 
after their arrival at Memel, retired into winter quar* 
ters, some in Sarasgitia* 

Norkftten is a village of Ducal Prussia, situated be- 
tween Konigsberg and Gros (Credit) Jagersdorf. 
' The King of Prussia, after hU unfortunate defeat at 
Kofin, the 18th of Juiie^ 1757, being obliged to raise 
the siege 0f Prague, retreated into Silesia. This re- 
pulse raised the courage of his Enemies. The Rus- 
sians, who had lingered four months on their march, 
liow entered Prussia. The Swedes transported S0,000 
men into Pomerania, to^ second the operations of the 
Russians. The French, who had made themselves mas- 
ters of Hknoveri by their victory at Hastenbeck, threa- 
tened 'te invade Madgebourg, and the army of the em- 
pire to retake Saxony. Thi« powerful confederacy 
obliged him «o divide, his army, and the Austriansnow 
took -advantage of this division, and ii;ivaded Silesia: 
to that Frederic knew not which of these armies to at- 
tack first. But imagining a defeat of tb^ army of the 
empire would be most favourable to bis affairs, as tfiis « 
anqiy in some measure acted in conjunction with the 
f rench, he acobrdingiy marched with surprising expe- 
dition, and gMned a coibpbete victory over it at Ros- 
hach. 



BATTLE 



BAfTLB OF ROtBACB^ HtJ^ 



BATTLE CF.UOSBACn. 



This faatile was, perhaps, (he most illustrious of all 
the King of Prussia's vifctories, inasmuch as his futuation 
la fetv, weeks bafdre was indeed the most deplorable: 
hemmed Jn od every side, he scarce knew what to do ; 
at length Providence relieved him, .and wonderfiill/ 
changed the scene. 

He deferred bringing on a decisive action till the win- 
ter. He suffered the army of the bmpire to advance to 
^le frontiers of Mtsnia, and even to threaten the siege 
of Leipsic, before he began to act against them ; he thei^ 
moved towards them, leaving an army in Lusatia to ob* 
serve tlie Austrians. 

On his first motions, the enemy retired with precipita- 
tioR^ But when they had reinforced themselves with 
numbers, and courage sufjficient to persuade them to ad- 
vance, the. King of Prussia in bik turn retired. His re- 
solution seemed to fight them as near the Misnia as pos- 
sible, and as deep in the winter as he conveniently 
might i for if he should have the good^fortune to suc- 
ceed against the imperial army, such a blow, at such w ' 
season, would effecluaily disable them from acting any 
thing to his prejudice, for th%t year at least ; but if, on 
the contrary, lie shonjd fail. Saxony was at hand, in 
Ijvhicb it would prove difficult for the enemy to make 
, any icopression while the winter continued. As for the 
time to be lost in following this plan, and the advan- 
tage it would afford the Ausfrians in their design on Si- 
lesia, they were not to be compared with the advantages i 
Which the king received from it. He knew that 
S^weidnitz was strong and excellently provided, the 
2 Prince 
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Prince of B^vern was strongly posted near to obstruct 
the enemy's operaiioiil 2 tllQ fvintet would lean heavier 
on the besiegers ; and on the wbole^ be had reason to 
trust that his troops, animated by Sis own presence and* 
exampfe, would prove far superior to the enen>y in en- 
during all the hardships of a winter campaign. 

After some time spent in various movements between^ 
the allied army of the imperialists and French •n on^ 
side, and the, Prussians on the other, the king resolved 
io give batfle to his enemies, who were by this time ad- 
vanced to the confines of Misnia. 

On the 24th of jOctober, 175'/, the kinghad taken 
his resolution ; at that tim^his armyhappened to be di- 
vided into several corps, some of th^m at a distance of 
no less than twenty leagues asunder ; yet such was the 
spirit and exceUenl disposition of the Prussians, that the 
ji^nction of all these corps was fully effected on the 27lhv 
and the king advanced towards the enemy. The two 
armies met near the village of Rosbach, on the 6th day 
of November. 

The united army, under the command of the Prince 
of Saxe Hildburghausen, and the Prince of Soublse> 
consisted of 50,000 men complete. But the troops of 
the circles were new raised^, and many of them not welt 
affected to the service, nor to their French allies. The 
Pfussiaqs did not amount to !25,000; but then they were 
all Prussians, andledonby their own well-beloved and 
valiant monarch. As soon as the ariipies were formed, 
and the action going to begin^ which was to decide the 
fate of so many nations, and to determine between 
force and virtue, the iCing of Prussia addressed his troops 
nearly in the folio wipg words: * . 

-* My 
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" My dear'Friends^ 
'' The hour is come* in which all that h, and. all that 
oogbt to be dear to }^$, depends upon the swords that 
ar^ now drawn for th^ battle. Time permits me to saj 
but little^ nor is there occasion to say much. Tou know 
that there is no labour, no hunger, no cold, no watching, 
no danger, that I have not shared with you hilHerro ; 
and you now see me reavfy to lay down my life wiih 
you, and for you. All I ask is the same pledge of fide- 
lity and affection that I give. And let me add, not at 
an incitement to your courage, but as a testimony of my 
own gratitude, that, from this hour, till the time you go 
into winter-quarters, your pay shall be double. Acquit 
yours€;Ives like men, and put your -confidence in God.'* 
. The efltct of this speech was such as cannot be de- 
jicribed. The general emotion burst into an universal 
shout, and the looks and demeanour of the men were 
•oiinated to a sort of heroic, phrenzy. In this disposi- 
lio|i» which piomised go*od supcess, the engagement 
b%an. 

In the beginning of the action, the French cavalry 
came on with great spirif, but they were repulsed ; some 
regiments having gained an eminence, defended them- 
selves bravely, but in the end they were totally routed. 
^I'lve infantry, both French and imperialists, made but a 
faint resistance. The King of Prussia in person, expos- 
ed to the hotte5t fire, led on his troops ; the enemy gave 
way in every part; they were seiased with a panic, and 
fled in the utmost disorder. They left 300Q men dead 
on the field of battle, sixty-three pieces of cannon, and 
many colours Eight French generals, 250 officers of 
different ranks, and 6000 men were taken. Nighty 
glone saved from tot^l destruction the scatXered remains 



of an army, that in the morD^Bgc waf so ApijA^rdBs and 

. The gloriQii) ^ucgess ^f tb^ b^ttl^ of Rosbach waf 
fuch as i^ardly w^t«d ip beiippMved, ihq enemy being 
{eft totally incAp^ble of actipn. The king was set free oa 
|hat side 9 buO( Y^M a ijpe^pn) whlck gave him no rer 
f pite to bis labours ; ii only i^ave him :an oppoctunu^ of 
nndergcMng new l^oiits in another paft. 

Rosbach is situate oi| jltie we$i side of (he fiver Sala» 
in Upper Saxony, Qig^l mjlfts N^ W. from Wiessenfel, 
fiid near (en S. froai H^ile. 

?4ipr^i: Of BjilflSLAU. 

The cares of the king of Prussia thlclcened in pr<V 
portion to his victories. Dutiag bis majesty's ab- 
sence uOrfi Sifeslar'the Austrians resdved to carry all be^ 
iforc them in Chat counlry. Prince Charles of Lo^raltt^ 
the marechals Daun and Nadastf, commanders of th« 
Austrian army, penetrated as far as Breslau, under tb6 
cannon of .which the prince of Bevern, v^ith 30,000 
Prussians, lay Intrenched. 

These. generaU finding, before they coutd take th^ 
city," that the intrenchmenls must be forced, they made 
ihe necessary dispositions for that purpose ; maresthal 
Daun placed himself on the right, prince Charles com- 
manded in the centre, and mnreschal Nadasti oh the lef%« 
Thus did the Austrian army, consisting of .100,000 men, 
on the 21st of November 1757, march up to the in- 
trenchments. Next day, at day-light, they began to 
cannonade' them from forty twenty-four pounders, and 
near 100 lesser, pieces, which continued a few hours, 
when tli^ small arms began the fire, which was smarter 
than any of the officers In either army had ever seen be* 

fore. 



fore. The Aii«lHli!» sea«ei ifresistible, 'dnd Hie Prusi' 
siftiif^ hi»ec€s^b}«. fiMb Mei fou^ with great tttiW 
itiosHy, wMeh cdntMbated g^«it}y to Mecs^t)s^« The 
Atii;lfiaAs at length, wUb inekisctibie la^otf a«d f«ligile». 
Ihobgft vvtielly e«po«ed fo a m]iimR>in art^iiery> weJI'. 
^Ved, ftftd a prddigioasAfe of nmsquetiy, fcleAvei the 
ri^doiibts, dcffi!eft» and m^ffasses, lioftvritHstanding (li& 
bravestropposilioi^ ttaile by (Ite PrMslnM. It» a. few idh 
littles, howe^r, ttiey^ ware obliged to gi«« grband/ andi 
evacraafe tho possassbiis tliey bsMl madev ovtttig fo tM 
heavy fire of ibe Prassians, which they cooki ndt.mtfa^ 
tftand, and whese balfi feit among them like kadi ^ 

Maresehal Madastiv on wlicmt tbe w^iole depctackmee 
df a'victdry hy, iflad« several altempti tie caiey ih^ 
ftanks, entered the iittrenchnfeii^ Kword in hand ; bafc 
his braHrest ellbrt« were evi^y time repulsed^ andlbtf 
Fmssian's grape-shot nrowed 4dwii his infaiitry fn linB^ 
His troops were at length so. rnooounoddd whh ikm 
<|ettd and woamfed- under foot,^ they coold net observe 
tfie regul^rify of order. Finding, hia task iaipracttoable^ 
be began to draw o& hia men and retreat from tbo 
i!efd'of battle ; whei), all at onee, unexpectedly aiad mn 
accountably, the Prussian genieml took the samb^resoHw 
Hon. Part of their army had tfuflfered greatfy iji the eiK 
gagement, and they became apprehensive oi-a ^^toA den 
feat, in case their intret)oibf»ems shouldbe forced in ahy 
part. Tliey put a ganrison iato Btesfcrn^ and retired to* 
Kind the Oder. The Att9triaiisret«irning, with astotnshi* 
fiient saw theM^Iv^s^nv^sters of tte field tbey had jiint 
been obliged to relrnqaishv 

In this action the.Aostrkns^lost abeut 26,oeo men* m 
number that almost equalled the wbole PruMiati army*) 
wtrieh k said* U> have lost only 4Q0O, incliidfoig. 1600 

prisonersr 
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prisoners. It ma^ indeed be observed^ this victpry, 
wilh which the Aostrians were at first, ao greatly elated, 
was one of those bloody actions in which victory does -- 
not compensate for the loss. Coont Kaunitz did not 
hesitate to say» as soon ks he received Ihe account of it> 
that such another victory would ruin the whole Ausl>ian 
army. Nor will it be difficult io be belie ved> when it 
, is reibembered that the heat of the action lasted seven 
hoars, and that (here were four intrenchments to be 
forced, that were deemed inaccessible according to the 
roles of war. . i 

The immediate consequence of th;s battle was the 
fwrender of Breslau, which' capitulated the following 
day, on cohdrtton that the garrison should not serve 
agmnsi the empress, nor her allies, for twelve months. 
Hut a more unfortunate stroke happened to the Pru«- 
aiansi which, ji^ave rise to many, conjectures. On the 
morning of the 23d of November, ihe prince of Bevern 
going to reconnoitre without escort, and attended only 
by a groom, fell in with an advanced party of Croats, a 
small body of whom had crossed the Oder ; they took 
him prisoner, and he was conducted to Vienna, from 
whence he purchased hjs liberty, after a short residence, 
and the king of Prussia, on his arrival at Berlin^ made 

. kirn governor of Stelin. 

The Austfians lijcewise met with ail accident, by 
which they lost one of their best generals. The mare* 
schal Nadastt, not having succeeded in the enterprise 
assigned him, the cou^t of Vienna, by a misrepresenta- 
tion of his conduct by mareschal Daun, his avowed ene- 
my, thought fit tp dismiss him froni the service ; but it 

; does not seem froih any printed account of this action^that 
he Was the least culpable in his conduct, whicb, dur- 



BATTLE OP LISSA4 9?l 

ing the' whole campaigifi had conlnbultd greatly (o the 
glory ^f the Aastrian ajrmr. The king oF France ma(te 
several solicilatlons to the empress thai he; might be re« 
instated in his military employments ; bat marescbal 
l)aun's interest being «U-preva]ent, there was no atten-- 
lion paid to tbenT. ^ The count Nadaati afterwards led » 
secluded life. 

BATTLE OF USSA, or LEUTHEN, 

, The king of Prussia, as before .observed^ being ab- 
sent^ and the defeated army having lost its commander, 
his presence now became indispensably necessary, to 
oppose the progress of the enemy in Silesia. He re- 
. ceived advice of the unfortunate bMtle, and immediate* 
]y began his ^oreh with surprising rapidity, which* he 
continued nine days successively, without halting. 
When he ^ected the junction of his forces, he found 
.the whole ^did not amount to 50^000 men, whereas the 
Austrian army which had been greatly reinforced, was 
now augmented to 1 10,000, according to their own ac- 
'counts. As he approached Breslau, the Austrians 
confiding, in thehr superiority, abandoned their strong 
camp (the same which the prince of Be vern had occu*. 
pied) and advanced to meet him, but encamped near the 
village of Leuthen, about two miles ffom Breslau. The 
groo()d was advantageous, and improved to the uttnost, 
by the diligence and skill of count Daun, who remem- 
bering that he was the fmly general that had carried the 
honours of the field from the king of Prussia, knew how 
• difficult it was to obtain a victory ; he possessed himself 
of all the eminence?, and secured them with artillery ; 
to the right and left he erected }>atteries, which might 
flank the approach o^ the P^ssians. The ground iti 
VOL. II. u ' front 



232 MAItTIAl RCGtSTlR. 

front was reodftfed Almost impntaUe by feHed Ireei, 
wMch were proiiii8ciiou«Iy laid with iheir knots Bn4 
boni^ upward!;. 

■ At day-break on the 5th of December, 1757, tbe;king 
'going 4o reconnoitre^ perceived • large corps of ibeene- 
Ainy pofitid oo a .ffifing gfoond, which betook ibr the 
whole Austrian army ; bat it not being ligiit enougk-to 
exactly di^inguish tbetn, he did not choose td ad« 
vance alone, dreadmg a misfortune 4ike ihe-prince of 
Severn's^ therefore be divided bis arniy into IWiO co- 
luinm» ai>d with the vanguard dtew near to the et^tmy, 
when he discovered that the irpofM wliieli occupied the 
.rising ground, consisted only of (our fegiments of Saxon 
light hor^, commanded by lieutenantrgem^I count. 
'Nostit2, he immediateJy attacked 'lb(9fl» with bis boa- 
Ears; and after kilting abo^l 300 0f lbi)m, .touted the 
.Test. He continued t0(adyance with bis icoluromuAder 
fiwouriof a fqg, which happened to bevmy tbick, and, 
.undiscovered, reached the eneofty'sbatierieflihetfiire ihty 
.knew of bis approach, and look poaseaslon oflbefii a^ 
lev ao obstinate .resistance of about ibity adinutes. For 
ihis advantage he owed more to the assistance of the 
aword than the musquet, as be had given atrkt ordem 
Agaihst firing, that the .Austrian .generals mighi not 
•know.be was so near them. Meanwhile tbe other .co« 
Jumn cleared away the felled trees which obstructed its 
ibrming, and both being executed at nearly. the saane ' 
•time, the whole army presented itself to prince Charleses 
iront. Nothing could equal the surprise of tbe prince.; 
'be was thrctwn into confusion with tbe bare appear* 
«ace of the Prussian monarch, an. object which he at 
that time so little expected. Marescbal Daun was in 
rtbe same dilemma. Tbey were ^onisfaed.bow tbe king 

'had 



h^d passed thek baMecie$y whjch they had never beard 
to fire. Howeve;*, (here was no time to hesitate. The 
Prussian infantry were preparing io charge^ and .the 
i\ustrians were constiainedio fight in a dis{)^osition ,they 
did not like. 

:The king began to attack with his usual resolcU ion,, 
and at the second fire obliged prince Charles to giyo, 
ground, who rallied^ and obiigied hira to do the same in 
his tttrn» but the prince was so eagf r to pursue^ that he 
left an interval in his motion to advance, wbich the 
Frussian.general, Seidlttz, observing, he instantly,, wilh. 
a body of cavalry, threw himself into it, and caused great ^ 
confusion, as well as a. f>errible carnage in the AusUiati. 
afmy. The. king was some tine in doubt whatCQuld^ 
occasion so great a tumult in, the heart of the enemy ». 
not knowing that Seidlitz was there, till he received an. 
aid-dc'^camp^ from that general, desiring a reinforce* 
Bient, with which he said be would drive the Austriait- 
army off the field of battle* 

The king^ elated with an affair sa much t<y his advan* 
tagjPi immediately made a vigproos effort with the whole, 
frx>nt of his army, charging with, such far;^ audinli^pi- 
dity, that it was impossible to stand the shock. The 
enemy fell into disorder, and Seidlitz. was immediately 
xelieved ; mean time a detachment ol the. eiM^m|'s ea- 
vsriry attempted some diversion on the righli 0^nk of the 
Pru!i«iafis, but were so gaJlanily received,, thf^t few es«* 
caped, being either cut to pieces or taken prisoners* 
The king, pressing "^^^ hard, the enemy- had noi tinie 
iGT rally ; but ta remedy this eviij they immediately pr^. 
sented a new front,, by me^oA of their prodigious a^iidi^ 
hers,, su&ring the broken regiments Ui leave, the field of 
balll€(. bffr the best wajf they ceukl^ This was^haodi^ 
u2 
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ia the same manner, and two- more; then the^liofe^ 
Austrian army began to give way and retire in 
succession to Leuthen, wlitcli was defended on all 
sides by intrench ments and redoubts. . Here they ralli- 
ed, and the action was renewed, and continued with a 
brave opposition on both sides, a fufl hour: at length 
the Prussians, after many reiterated attacks, obliged the' 
enemy to abandon this post with great precipitation} 
and two battalions of the Prussian guards, in attacking 
their rear, seemed to cause more confu<4ton than the 
whole army had done before. The huzza rs and other 
light cavalry, detached in pursuit of the enemy, slew a 
great number, and made some thousands prisoners. The 
king pursued as far as Lissa, and halted, choosing to 
give his victorious army some rest, and he there passed 
the night. 

This action began at two o'clock, and lasted till dark. 
The kjlled of the Aiistrians amounted to more than 
12,000 men, and their wounded was near twice that 
number. Twenty»one thousand five hundred were 
made prisoners ; 24 1 pieces of cannon, sixty pairs of co- 
lours' and standards, and 300 baggage waggons, laden, 
were taken. * 

Next day a cornet of the regiment of Zietten, with 
only ten metf; took 100 Austrians in their flight, whom 
he conducted to .the head-quarters. For this exploit, hd 
received the Order tf Merit from the king, and was im- 
mediately created a captain. 

The confusion and destruction of th^ Austrian army 
was so great, that we do not remember to have seen its 
parallel in history. The roads, fn>m §ilesia to Bohemia, 
were almost rendered impassable, by the number of car- 
riages, some of which were broken, others, for want of 

borses; 



horses, abandoned^ unA #ke fcnggaige et every sori that 
lay inlieapi, -wherever the fugitives had taken their, 
fligbtJ Almost the whok army was without officers. — 
The privaite men knew not who had the comnand, nor 
where the head-^qoarters were: they ran desolate tind 
dnjisc^ed, wrtBout arms or haggage to Sohwet4ii»iai» 
where Marsechal Dwm, faking the entire coromand 
upon himself, conducted then m the best manner he 
could into Bohemia. 

After the defeat of the Austrian 9rmy# Prince Charles 
threw a garrison of 12»000 men into Breslau, under the 
command of Lfeutenaot-generals^iakrenherg and Beck; 
then he provided fer his own safely, without troobUng 
hU head about the rest of the army, and took the neerest 
road to Vienna, where they were making great fteptt* 
rations for ceiebimting the victory gained over the Prince 
of Bevem } but Ihts uafortiMiate stroke put a stop to 
their farther proceedings. 

A few days after the action, one of the Prns^an d^* 
taehments took a messei^er, carrying some dispatches 
fpota Mareschal Daun to Vieima. The officers broaghC 
the cottrier to the king, who, in examining the contents 
of the dispatches^ found a very affecting letter addressed 
to the empress, imploring her to send immediate succours 
lo the army, for it was almost totally ruined. The ana** 
voidable accidents of war had reduced it to 30,000 men, 
who were m a most rbiseirable condition, m want of 
doathing, pnyviskm, shoes, fcc. ^ This little billet did 
not £ifl to kindle in his breast ^he two contrasted pas- 
sions, of pity and triumph. He felt for iht unhappy 
Inifiererfi but hiKi reason to rejoice tha^ vktory was at* 
tended with so greet an overthttow. He wrote at the 
bottom ef it; 

V 3 J" AH 
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~ '« AlllhiilknowtobeUtte, 

" Frederic.'* 
The people of England were greatly elaCed by (bb 
sucoett of Ibe King qF Prussia* who became more and 
more (heir darling ; they looked upon every victory he 
gained, as a batlle fought for them. The newspapers 
were filled with panegyxics^ and all popular esteem 
seemed to centre in him. } 

SIEGE OF BRESLAU. 

In a few days aAer the King of~ Prussia's victory at 
Lisf a« he prepared to besiege Breslau. Finding the gai- 
fison was determined to defend it, he opened \^h trendies 
before it as soon as possible, and begab a furious boni^ 
jbardment* The"^ ardour of the Prussian soldiers is hardly 
credibly; it was with difficulty, their officers could pre* 
vent their scaling the walls^ and taking the town by aa- 
aault, notwithstanding the great fatigue they had und^r* 
gqne»9md the severity of |he season. The siege coot- 
linued from the ] 44b of December till the 29th« when 
one of the bastions being jreatly damaged by a maga- 
zine of powder blowing up near it, the garrison sur- 
rendered prisoners of war^ to the amount of l$fiQO 
men, 10,000 of whom were, fit to b^ar arms, the lesl 
were sick and wounded. . The Prussians in their «|i- 
proaches did not lose $0 n^en; whereas the Austriant 
had abovi^ 100 kil|ed.> This is something surprising, aa 
we find in most sieges, the jbe^gers lose more mf» than 
the besieged* « > • 

Thus did the King of Pru^ia drive the Aasirians OBft 

of Silesia, whose troops but a few day^ before had the 

^ entire possession of it. This tudden lum of fortune 

aQ»92wd 



•tmiKed all Europe^ and might "well occdtion the Paris 
gaxeUe to crj out — *' ,Now vanquished* now victori- 
ous !'' Tlie Qumbors pf men the AuHiri^ns are sai^ to 
have lost, from the time of their enteting Silesia to their 
departure^ amounted at least to 80>000. 

When he entered the city of Breslaa, be gave orders 
for taking into custody several persons whom he suspect- 
ed of infidelity, particularly thectinons of the cathedral: 
the bishop, I'Abbe Prade, had a guard set over his pa- 
lace, but he found means to make his escape* There 
vvas never any authentic account of what became of 
bira afterwatds; but there is some probability that he ^ 
led a monastic life in the purlieus of Rome; for it is 
certain he was. seen at the Holy See a short time after 
his deparlHEe from Breslau* 

So, gloriously, ended the campaign of 1757, affording 
an opportunity of recess to an army which had experi* 
enced an «3ctraordioary diversity of fortune. — That this 
time was not neglected, will be seen in the ensuing 
years, 

r SimH OF OLMUTZ. 

At the beginning of the next campa^» early in the 
year ]758> the King' of Prussia resolved to make Mora^ 
via tlie seat of war. Moravia was fresh ground, a 
oi>ontry tfs yet untouched by the ravages of war. If he 
sacceedfidiin his operations m this country, his sue* 
cesses must prove more decisive than they could any 
where else* If he should fail/ the Au^trians were at f 
distance from the centre of his affairs, and would find it 
difficult to improve their 'advantages to his rain. After 
the reduction oi Scbweidnitz, (which he had retaken on 

2 the 
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Ilie leSffk of April, 1758, in ii)ghf •f fUm ioipcrial gfMl 
army, if^tti Ibe gan^tsoit, con^sling of 7000 men, «a»- 
'reiider«d prkonert ©f war) rtie king ofdtned two bodies 
of l^if troop* to p«flt thdimdred tn socl^ a mamter, a9 to 
make it appear rlwt he intended to carry the war iftto 
Bohenwa* Vfhlkk he 4rtw away the enemy** attention 
4r<m his real ol>jeef by (iie«etfi»po8itfdiH, the main offrfs 
•army, by a very rapk( march, entered mto Moravia in 
two colamns, an<t maide themsehnes masters, in a short 
time, and with Iktie or no opposition, of all the posia ne^ 
ce^nary in- the siege of Otmutz, which is the capital bf 
Mofai^ia, situated on the river Moravia, about seventy- 
five miles fiortti from Vienna; and on the 27th of Ma/, 
the trenches wei^ opened before that city. 

Mareschal Daun was no sooner apprized of the ktng^s 
march tow&fda Moravia; than fie tbok his route through 
Bohemia to that province. • Notwithstanding, that the 
empress qveen omitted no possrble endeavours io assem* 
ble ajost army, against the King of Pnrssia, tboagh she 
had for that purpose exhausted the Milanese and Tus- 
cany, and swept up the last recruits in her Danubian 
territories, M. Daua was not yet in a condition to give 
the King of Prussia battle; neither did his character 
lead htm to trust that ie fortane, which he might en- 
iN!ire> though moK! slowly, by conduct. Thid wise g^ 
fteral took his post§ from GeWies to Mittau, in a moun'^ 
Iliint>a9<^<kntiy, in a situation where it was impossibte 
to attad: bim« He hud the fertile country of Bohemia, 
irota whence he readity and certainly drew supplies, in 
kih rear. He t/t^os* from his position, at the same timeen^ 
khM to harass the Prussian army before Olm&tz, and to 
Intercept t^iH)im>jrs wiiieh Werebrboght to theifr from 

Olfflutz^ 
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CMmoi^ by Uie extent of fts> works, and other nd^ 
vahtageous circuimtances, is a city which it is very ^dif- 
fi(;ult to invest; so that some of thjs king's posts, being 
necessarily weakened by occupying so great an extent of 
country, were attacked by M. Daunts detachments from 
time to time, with such success, that abundant succours, 
both of men and ammunition, were .thrown into the 
place. These attacks were always made by night, 
and very few nights passed without some attack. The 
success was various. But the operations of the siege 
were greatly disturbed by the^e contjnuai alarms, fie* 
sides, it is said, (hat the Austiians, before the king's in* 
vasion of this province, bad destroyed ail the forage in 
the neighbourhood of Olmutz. The horse were oblig- 
ed to forage at a great dbtance, which harassed then^ 
extremely. M« Daun took advantage of all these ctr*. 
cumstances. It was in vain, that the King of Prussia 
endeavoured, by all the arts of a great commander, to 
provoke or entice bim to an engagement* He profited 
of the advantages be had made, without being tempted 
by them to throw out of his hands the secure game be 
was playing. • . 

The great object ot M. D'lun was the Prussian con* 
voys. On receiving advice, that a large and important 
one was to leave Troppaa on the 25th of June, he took 
measures to intercept it. He ordered General Jahnus, 
-who was at Muglits, on the left, to advance towards 
Bahrn, and a detachment, which was at Prerau, at a con* 
siilerable distance te the right, to march to Stadt Leibe, 
to that those two corps should on different sides attack 
the convoy at one and the same time. To further the 
eaceeation of this prqjed, M. Daun himself approached 
the Prussian 9irmy,.«nd effected all iii^ motions, as if be 

intended' 



ii4f ended to' give hioJballile*- Mo^veveft ^ king tms 
too greflK master in the gaoie of generskhtp whtchi 
was now pla^it)g> fo be deceiTed by this feinU He de^ 
tached a coMiderable party aader Getienl. Zietten to 
support hi« oonvoy, wbicb was already about 7000 
Mrong. . Before tkis detachment oould come up> the con- 
voys wa^altack«d» and the Austrians were repulsed. But^ 
M* Daan^ w^ho provided for every things quickly reiih 
forced bis pact iet^ who renewed the engagement (he 
ne-Ki-d^yu They first suffisred the head of the convoy 
to go unmolested ; but as the centre was still embarras**- 
sed in a dangeroua defile^ they eaftly cat ofTrthe .head 
faom therest, and then tlv^ attacked the cenfee with the 
greatest fury • The I^ussii(is< made as good a resistance ~ 
as the natore oftfrer grwiifd- wioutd wflvr. General 
Zietten did 9V^ry thing: that eotfld'b^* expected from an 
acGomplitdied offieef ; btft in the' end t>h^ yv«re entirely 
pouted; all tbo waggon^ ia thai dtti^sion-werciaken^ 
the rear vMi paah«d back tewandr'Treppau} the head 
dlone^ wivb gMEtt dffinti^yr^ atiiiii^ wib ther BnUsialn^ 
'afilny. 

This was a fatal stroke^ because it cameata(tm« 
when it was impassible. to fdpair U; THe ireg» of Ol- 
mtt(z had been all tflong altentiod wM great: difflculfcies | 
and now thd sews which every day airived, of the 
nearer and neatrer approach of the Rotsiansr oailed- tbe 
king loadly tO' the defence of his JCfwa dominlensi Ai> 
ready the Cos!lacks and CaimsRka made incursion inttt 
Silesia^ and by tlieir ravag^and croehicft announced- tlie 
approach of tlie great armyv The siege must be rais^ 
«di ; MoFUvia niusi be abaasdcm^; M^ I^atm mvst have 
Ibe honour of freeing his ^umtry, and; driving amray 
'inch an advcMry. as lt» King of Fr^isiiab ^^^chii a con." 

. quest 
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quest deemed certain : all was performed without a. 
battle, by a series of the most refined and vigorous ml* 
neeuvres that ever were put into practice. 

^When the King of Prussia saw that (he unprosperoiis 

sitaaiion of his/ affairs obliged himto retreat, he^took a 

fesdution, such as a victory inspires in others. He took 

advantage even of tlie excellent movement of M. Daun, 

by whidi that able general had advanced his quarters to 

-Palnttz, and placed himself so as to support Olmutz in 

•the most effectudl manner r by this movement, however, 

lie was obliged to uncover the frontiers of Bohemia.-*- 

The King of Prussia, whom nothing could escape, was 

sensible of this advantage, and, therefore, instead of fat* 

Kng back upon Silesia, which step would have immedi- * 

ateiy drawn the AuiflViah army into his dominions, he 

determined to retreat from one part of the enemy's ter* 

ritories to another. 

The day before the 4iege w^s raised, the firing of the 
Prussians continued as brisk as ever, and shewed no sort 
of .sign ef .an intention :to depart $ but in the mgbt, 
(July J*) the whole army took the road to Bbiicmia ih 
iwo columns,. and. gained an entire -march upon tbe, 
AnUrians. So that, ootwitfastanding ihe utmost efibrts 
fwhicb^he enemy coukl make to overtake and harass tlrn 
iking upon bis niarch> he advanced .into Bohemia with 
[little motestattoB, seised open a large- magazine at Leu- 
it omissel,. defeated soinecoppsof Austrians, who had at- 
•tempted to disturb him 'in bis .progress, and arrived at 
.Konig'gratz, one of the^nost important posts in Bohe^ 
.floiat with all his sick and woonded, with al! his heavy 
.'baggage> all his* heavy artiflef^^ and military slorescom- 
>plete« This place he possessed, after* driving from it a 
.body, of 7000 Austiiaas> who wef#in(ren4ied there. He 

10 
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immediately laLd this city iind several other districts, un- 
der contribution; but hiii plan not ad/nitting any further 
operations on that side, he took no other advantage from 
thi& momentous post. He soon re-entered Silesia, and 
marched with the most ^mazing diligence to encounter 
the^ Russians, who bad by this time united their divided 
corps, under BroWn and Ferma, and fixed the long flue- 
luating plan of their operations, by entering the New 
MjRrche of Brandenburg,, aju) laying siege to Custein. 
The reduction of this place could leave them but a few 
days march to Berlin. Count Dohna was npt in a situ- 
ation (o oppose their progress ; the king was still at a 
great distance. So thai, on the whole, it is difficult to 
say, which gained the greatest glory; the King of 
Prussia by his retreat, or M. Daon by the measures 
which obliged him to it. 

BATTLi: or CREVEIT. 

We must again leave the ^great monarch, who forms 
the leading Jtar of this hislt>ry, for a while, to attend lo 
U)e jlanoverians, wbo having resumeii their arms on 
ihe conseicm^nces of the. battle at Rosbach, • under the 
, command of Ferdinand, Duke of Brunswick Wolfen- 
buttle, drove the French out of Hanover, and obliged 
them to repass the Rhine, over which the allies pursued 
' them. It was evident, tliai whilst the French coiiiinoed 
only to retire, it would prove impossible for them to hirt- 
jder the allies from executing the plan they proposed, 
therefore thought it advisable to change >their counte- 
nance. They hacf fallen back as far as Nuys; they^ 
now returned on their steps, and advanced as far as Cre- 
velt, within a few miles of Prince Ferdinand's camp. 



BATTLE or CltEVeL7* ^ fiBS 

The prince made the dispositions for a battle, with l^i^ 
usual vigour and prudence. He carefully reconnoitred 
the situation of the enemy, (be 23d day of June, 17^8, 
1/vhich proved the day of action. He found that iheir 
right was at a village, called Vischelon ; their left ex- 
tended towards Anrath, where it was covered with a 
wood } Crevelt, which was in the front of their right^ 
was occupied by. a party of their troops. His highnesf 
resolved upon three attacks; the Hrst and real attack 
was on the flank of the enemy's left wing ; the other 
two were designed to divert their attention, and prevent 
their succouring the object of this principal attack; foi 
which purpose, he reconiroended to his generals to 
make the bes^ use of their heavy artillery, and not to ad<- 
vance too near, unless they were perfectly assured of 
the success of the main operation. Having made these, 
wise dispositions, and perfectly learned the best routec 
by which the enemy might be approached, his highness 
put himself at the bead of the grenadiers of his right 
wing, and advanced on the side of Anrath in.twoco^ 
lumns. A cannonading, violent and well supported, 
opened the action. The Hanoverian artillery wai 
greatly superior to that of the French ; but though the 
French lost many inen, they lost no ground in'this way, 
and their position in the wood made a close attack abso* 
lutely necessary. The hereditgry prince of Brunswick 
put himself at the head o/the first line of foet, and with 
his usual spirit, advanced with his whole front directly I9 
the wood, where a furious fire of small arms commenced, 
which continued without the smallest intermission fof 
two hours and a half. AH the Hanoverian batta)ion« 
threw themselves into the wood. Two dilchesi well ^ 
lined with infantry, were exposed to their fury. They 
» VOL, II. X were 



were forced one after another. The enemy's battatiohs 
were paihed bstk, they were entirely brdkeii> and tied 
out of the wood in a disorder which w^s irreparable. 
Their cavalry, (who kept the best coirfatenance possibfe, 
in spite of the terrible fire of the Hanoverian arlillfery, 
ind in spite of the ingorous attempts of the Etslnoveriafi 
ftorse)'had by this time fo&hd means to gain llie plain, 
bovered the retreat of their scfattered tnf^litry, and kaved 
tiiem fVom roin. The right wing and the centre of the 
teemy, thoogh they safTered grievdtisly by the cahnonad- 
hig, were no where broken, but retVeated towards Nuyk 
in the most perfect order. Seven thousand of their best 
troops were killed, wounded, and taken prisoners. But 
there was nothing in this battle so grievous Jo France, 
and so affecting even to the enemy, as the fate of the 
Count de Gisors. This young nobleman, the son of 
the Dukede Belleisle, not above twenty-five years of 
age, newly married to the heiress of an illustrious hbuse^ 
himself the last of a mdst nobte family, was mortally 
wounded at the head of his regiment, which he brought 
up with the most heroic courage, and in^pii'ed by his 
exiro()le to make most incredible efforts. He had been 
educated with all the care an excellent fkther coufd be- 
stow on a son of an uncommon genius, who was atone 
able to support the reputation of his family : to the 
purest morals he had united the politest manners : he 
had made a great proficiency in learning ; he kneW 
many branches of it, and loved all : he had seen ever . 
part of Europe, and read courts and nations with a dis- 
cerning eye, and wanted nothing to fulfil all hope, and 
lo make him a perfect and lasting ornament and support 
to his country, but a kriowledge in the military art. 
He entered that course of glory and danger, and fell in 

his 



h\^Jv$i canjpjMgn. Tb^ uP^p.py f^^Jier ^nd ipi|}i?tfjc ^\f 
bis.|)|riv8ite misfortupes keep pace witb tlie public cija- 
ii}ilie>* and the tears of his family roingied with tjios^ of 
his country. Prince Ferdihand gainec( a victory at Cre» 
veil/ whijch did the greatest honour to his military ca* 
t>acity, and to the bravery of his troops. But it \vas^ 
victory, neither entire nor decisive^ The French army ' 
on their own frontiers, was quic^y and strongly rein« 
forced, so that they were not only in a condition in some 
sort to make head against the allies, but were enabled 
^o detach a considerably re-inforcemeht to the army of 
the Prince de Soubire on the side of the Rhine. 

Crevelt is a small town of Germany, in the circle of 
^estphalia, and in the archbishopric of Colo^np, about 
^5 miles S. from Wesel, 15 .N. W. from Dusseldorp^ 
and W. of >be Rbin/e iibout fiv^. 

ran BATTLE OF SANDEB^AUSEIr. 

Although Prince Ferdinand gained the advantage w« 
have seen over the French at Creveli, the consequences 
show, that the French reaped more solid benefit from 
this, which did not make so much noise in the world. 
Prince Ferdinand, after his victory at Crevelt, was for 
transferring the seat of war into Brabant, vyhich, if he 
could not have affected, would have had no small in<^ 
fluence oyer the affairs of Germany. This design could 

^ot escape the French, and they could not push their 
firms, or, at least, make a powerful stand and effort to- 
wards Hesse and Hanover. They must have felt se- 
vArely the fatal consequences of Prince Feidinand's pas« 
sing the Rhine, and co-operating with the British arms 

. on the coast of F ranee. Therefore^ iheir principal effort " 
x2 w- 
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was to be made on our Weakest p^rf. Instead of en- 
abling M. Contades, with the addition ofPrince Soubire'i 
army, to fprce the army of, the allies, and to drive (hem 
back beyond the -Rhine, and thereby risking the doubt- 
ful chance of a battle that might expose (heir own 
country to certain ruin. The French minis(r}s whcsel 
affairs were now guided by the experienced Due De 
Bellei^le, reinforced the army of M. Contades, with 
^draughts from the militia, so as to maintain his ground, but 
pot to come to an engagement, and directeii Ihe Prince 
^oubire to open a way, at all events, into Hesse and 
^anover, where the chance of success was in their fa- 
vour, and where a trifling advantage must certajh/j^ 
oblige Prince Ferdinand to relinquish his scheme of 
transferring the seat of war into Finance, and to* employ 
his forces to cover the countries of the British allies. 

Prince Soubire executed his orders with the utmost 
expedition ; and though his van-guard happened to be 
repulsed by the Hessian militia, he accomplished his 
purpose by 19,000 regulars, under the command of the 
Due de Broglio, himself bringing up (he van with 
18,000 more to attack the Hessians, who every where 
JBled before him* and were encamped in an advanta- 
geous situation between Cassel and Munden, near the 
village of Sanderhausen, to the number of 7,000 regu- 
lars and irregulars, under the command ofPrince Ysem- 
burg, which was the whole strength at that time of the 
Langravatc of Hesse, capable of making any resistance 
against an invader. Prince Ysemburg, conscious of 
his insufficient strength, and willing to gain as much 
"time as possible, in. favcur of the operations by Prince 
Ferdinand or> the Rhine, would not have waited the ar- 
rival of the French army, neither was he incfined to risk 
•^ a battle. 



BATTLE OJP aAKJ)S«B/k.VSEN« ^37 

^ i^Ie, but was i^iesolved to niar^b off. ^^ t bis tf^^pi^ 
P^rticolarly the militia, flushed wi(h their late smcc^bs* 
fM-esiimed tqo vouch upon theijr cp^age, held the ene* 
;»y in too Igreat coo^mpt (that ridiculous error), upi^ 
/refund to $tir .without a furtl^er trial of their prQwess. 
. Thus circumstanced, Frinqe Yseinburg made (he.be^l 
ilisposition he possibly could in such a sitJ^tion. He 
^rew ^.p in order of battle, with his right at a steep de* 
^livity, or wes^t toyvards the river FuLda; his I^flt reficl^- 
^ing ip, find covered by a wood, and occupying tl^e sjam* 
fail of the declivity. The advants^ge of the situation of 
.this little urmy, on whose fate so much depended, 
^obliged Bfoglio to take his measures with the gre^te^jt 
.precaution* He fyU secured the defiles of Sanderh^i|- 
jen and Cassel with a g^ard of 2,506, ^nd then dre\y 
np his furmy in form, his infantry in the "first line, his 
horse and dragoons in the second, and ten pieces of qati* 
opn of the brigade of artillery l^fore bis right, to annoy 
jth^ Hessian tropps next the wood. Upon the approa^i 
of |he Fcench, the Hessii^n cavalry advanced \o attaqk 
4he enemy^s foot. - 

The Duke de Brogtjo imme4iai^y lined n po9t of his 
/opt, and through the intervals made by this ipovement, 
a paft of his borse advanced, and charged the Hessian 
horse, but they met with ip .resolute a reception, that 
«lhey were repulsed, and the inl&ntry were in. grieat dan- 
ger of being br^e, had not the roy^l Bavier cegimept 
^jsalut^d them with a volley, that brought most pf them 
•Jo the ground, and so disabled the rest that they nev^r 
, fUter appeared in this action. In the n^ean fi0e M. de 
iV^ldrien, majpr-gen^rs^l,.and M. Diesback, made^a 
..yigpFPUsattackon the, wood, with a brigade of $,wi|s» 
«nd three companiet of grenadiers, bat jwpre ^evgreiy 
?i 3 , ^ treated 



9^9 IfAKTrAL REGISTER. 

Irealed, and obliged to fall back. The inftntry of the 
*Hessian right marched briskly op to the Frendy lefV: 
the fire was extremely hot on both sides. The Hessians 
Mvere obliged to retreat about*llO paces^ they rallied 
utiHera declivily, and returning under its favour^ which 
party covered them; tbey.in their turn forced the ene« 
my'fi left wing to give way, turned them, an^ endea- 
youred to get behind them, when the Duke de Broglio^ 
convinced of hh own danger, and the necessity there 
was to get the victory out of the hands of the Hessians* 
first brought up the A pchon .dragoons, and the cavalry 
behind them through a very brisk fire; and then ordered 
three regiments of grenadiers to march up to the declK* 
vity, and to chargie the'enemy with their bayonets fixed^ 
so that numbers prevailed, and the brave defenders of . 
their country we^^ fbrced to give way and flyj after an 
action that lasted full five houfs. 

The Hessians took to the woods on the banks of the 
Tuldon, and dispersed as "Well as they could; they lost 
jif the Engagement 300 men prisoners, incloding. fifty 
officer^, amongst whom was the Count de Caunitz, the 
second in command, an aid-du-camp lo Prince Ysem- 
burg, and several lieutenant-generals and majors^ Tl^e 
number slain and wounded were about J 500, including 
30O that perished in the field, endeavouring to escape,, 
which they entered from thexieclivily. They lost seven 
pieces of cannon on the field of battle, and eight at Mun- 
den, which they abandoned. Oh the part of the French 
Ihey had 1785 men killed, and 1392 w6unded. The 
Dlike de Broglio, his aid-du-camp and master of horse, 
had each a horse killed under him. It is said there were 
«Q6re lives sacrificed in this action than in any other with 
the French duringtbe war. 

2 By 
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By rtiis victory the French assumed 4o themselves Ihc 
' possession of the Weser, and were in a condition 19 act 
not only in Hesse^ but in WeftpHalla- and Hanoirer, as 
they pleased, , which intirely discpttc^ted Prince Ferdr- 
Hand's plan of operations^ who had now Y10 resource . 
Jbut either to bring the French to battle in hopes of vie** 
tory, or repass the Rhine, but he had t<vo great obsta* 
cles yet io overcome. He was retarded in the execu- 
tion of necessary plans by long and heavy riains, thitt 
broke' up the roads, overflowed tlie banks of the riveo 
and hindered his marching,. Neither could the French 
be brought to an engagement. So that when, he re- 
ceived the news of Prince Ysemburg's defeat, and was 
'informed that his enemy was reinforcing the fortress of 
Guilder, and several other posts capable.of obstructing 
his convoys, and cutting off ihe-subsistence of his -army* 
and also that unnecessary delays might furnish tl^ 
Prince de ^Soubire wkh an opportunity to intercept the 
troops he expected at that juncture from England, his 
highness resolved to mar6h back over the- Rhine, which 
resolution was carried into execution on the 3th of July. 

Sanderhausen. is a little town in the Landgrave of 
Hesse, situated a few miles N. £• of Cassel^ 

• . BJITLE OF JtfEER, \ 

The victory gained by Prince Ferdinand at Crevcit 
was more than counterbalanced by that which the Duk6 
of P^oglto gained over the Hessians at Sanderhausen^ 
Inasmuch as it opened to the French the possession v^ 
the Weser. . ' * 

They might.act In W«stphalia as they pleased, and it 

• «vas to be fepor^i that if (hey availed themselves of ti^e ' 
( , / advantar*** 
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•dvimtages they hi^d, ihey »\gH b^jB^e tojaterccft s 
body of Briiish 4roDps which h^ jv^l been land^ 9^ 
£mpcteH, aod were now Qn jlheir m^ch, under 4he 
^ke of iVfarlboriMigh, to r^fi^rce the allied arjosy^ 
Prince Ferdinand* in this siiuatioo of ftffa,H0, had n9 
option left .but an jenj^gemenl with the Friepch amy* 
or a retreat over the Rhioe^ The former was >)ot. easy 
40 compass* as the French infdustrioiasly declined a bsAr 
tie ; and il became extremely dangeroAS to ri^aran long 

. in a position with the enemy's army .on his left, and. the 
strong fortress of Gueldre on his right. In this skua- 
tion his subsistence became every day more^ifficult. 
To re«pass the Rhine had its dtfficalties too ; the /oada 
which led to th^ river were rendered almost impassable 
by the heavy rains ; the river itself Wias so swejled with 
4hem, that the bridge at Rees had bees bx some iim^ 
useless^* 

These disagreeable circamstaixoes sf the allied army 
did not escape the penetration of M. de Chene^, one 
of the ablest commanders among the French. Me form* 
ed a plan upon them, whicii> if it had succeeded, must 
'bave put the allies into the greatest perplexity; This 

. general bad some timeibaCbre passed the Rhine, yiith JW 

* intention of making himself master of Dusseldorp, and 
he had prepared all thinj^s .with great ability for that en* 
terprize. The rains, unusually heavy for that season^ . 
and some other cross accidents, had frustrated <his inten- 
tions. But perceiving that the same accidents. whioh 
defeated hi^ designs, proved «ilso «n^¥oarabte to tbe 
enemy, he resolved to turn bis disappointment ittto an 
advantage, and from the ruins of his first project to 

'i>utrd another of yet greater importance. Barofi Irohoff 
was posted to thefight of the 'Rhine^ tn« strong situs- 

' ■ • tioB 
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tipri hear Meer. He was to cover (he bridge at Kees 
ft) secure a considerable magazine, and to keep open 
communication between the English reinforcements and 
the main army. The plan of M. Clevert was to dis«^ 
lodge Jmhoff, to bufh the bridge ofRees, to make him* 
sejf master of the magazine, and to render the junctioii 
of the Englisli troops with the Hanoverians imprac(ica« 
' ble. To execute this judicious scheirne, he united seve- 
ral detachments from the garrison of Wesel, to a const* 
derablc corps, wliich he intended to have employed iri 
the siege ol Dus^eldorp. The whole made neir 12,000 
men. The troops under ImhofF were but six batta« 
Vtpr\s, and six squadrons, hardly 3000 in all. 
' When that general was apprized of the designs and 
and motipns of the French, he saw it was inxvain t(? ex* 
pect succours from the army of Prince Ferdinand. The 
swell of the river had rendered all relief impossible. 
All his hopesjwere therefore in his own genius, and th^ 
bravery of his troops. He considered, that though the 
post he occupied was sufficiently strong, tlie enemy might 
make themselves masters of Rees, by turning his carnp^ 
and thus execute one of the principal parts of their de* 
sign; he considered the great difference ,in attaekiog 
iknd being attacked ; he con^dered the effect pf an at- 
tempt altogether unesipected by the enemy. He, there- 
fore, took the resolution ol abandoning his post, and 
going out to meet them. Perceiving (hat the French 
were marching into difficult ground, he did not lose a 
moment to begin the action. (Aug. 25, 1758.) He 
ordered a small party which he had posted in a little 
coppice, to fall upon the enemy's left, which he ob* 
served to be uncovered ; and appointed the fire of this 
party as a sigoal for all the rest to advance, and nuike 

the 



the oniet with ^yonet^ fixed. The French llv>s ffgo- 
rmdy and unexpectedly ^lUcl^ed^ fell ipictxQofusion j^ 
their courage Hl-s^conded the wisdQx? of their geneiifM » 
they did not stand half at) hqur^ the^ lef( the field oC 
battle, eleven |ueces pf cannon, mafiy pri^jv^rjs, an^ 
puch baggage,, to the Hanover ians^ who dfove them 
under the cannon of Wesel. 

Tbi$ signal advantage over such a prodigious supe« 
riority, was not more gallantly obtained, than weU par«i 
fued and improved, imhoff saw that the rains had in* 
creased to such a degree, as to leave no hopes for the 
dUied array to pass by the bridge at Rees. Having 
taken proper care of his magazines, he quitted his pos^ 
^t Meer, and being reinforced by soro€^ pard'es who 
passed the river in boats, he marched with the utmost 
diligence towards the route of the English force:^, ftn4 
jhappily. effected a junction, which ^d hilher4o beei^ 
^tended with so many diti[icMlties« 
. Prince Ferdinand in his retreat met with no obstruct 
lions, but just what was sufficient to display more fully 
the gallantry of his officers and the spirit of his iroop^^ 
A t6wn called Wachtendonck was on fus heft, as h^ 
retreated : this place, though not fortified, i» a post of 
much iroportaiice, and being an island surrounded by 
the river N iers, is extremely difficult of access. Th^ 
French had thrown a body of troops into this place/ 
,*rhe hereditary prince, the first in every active service^ 
was employed to force it. The bridge on his approach 
bad been drawn Upr the prince seeing that if he at- 
tempted to get this bridge down, the enemy would gai^ 
time to Tecollect themselves, threw himself into the ri- 
«er; his grenadiers, animated by so gallant an ex>air 
^e, pUingefl in After bi», and furigusiy SttticKing the 

enemy 



-MeiBjr ^jlfa IKeir MyOhieifs» in a f<^w minutes drorte 
ih^ni frdm that pM. This AdVatitflge, joined to thitt 
gained by General Imhfyff, and (be ancdmlnon tesof a* 
tioh ^hich appeared m %ii6th these attacks; awed thb 
FrertcH. They fbnnd that Ihteir troops, raw, ondi^ci* 
•pllned, and litlte fit for hard service, were not to be re- 
iied tipon ;' and they feared to bring on an action, which, 
hy beitig decisive Against them, night draw on this 
-inost fatal iconsequences. So that the prince repassed 
the Rhine in a most excellent order, even whh ]ei% 
trouble than he had at first passed it, and, indeed, wilb 
tittle molestation but what he met with from the wea* 
Iher. - 

THE SIEGE OT CUSTEIN. ' • 

On the ISth of August (1758), about 3 o'clock in 
the afternoon, a sudden report was spread, that a body 
of Russian Hussars and Cossacks appeared in the little 
suburb in Custein, which put the whole city in motion^ 
and into the greatest terror, especially as it was asserted 
that the whole Russian army was advancing; from Me- 
serie and Kingswald by the way pf Landsberg. A re* 
iKiforcement Was instantly dispatched to the picquet- 
.guard in the suburb, which, by this junction, amounted 
to 300 men, who were soon attacked by the enemy* 
and the skirmish' lasted ^om about four till sQven in the ' 
evening. During the whole of, the action were dis- 
covered froni the ramparts and church-steeple several 
persons of distinction riding on English horses covered 
witb fiy-nets, who were reconnoitering the fortifications 
with glasses ; the cannon fired several times upon them, 
,which at last obliged them to retire with their hussars, 
and tb^ picqaet-^Cook possession of their former post in 

the 



the luburbt apd the reinforceinent sent (a th^r aid r^ 
turned after destroying the bridge over the Oder. In^ 
mediately notice was given tp Count Dobna^ general cxf 
their ^tmy, near Frankfort on the Oder* vtrho sen! them 
nexjl day a reinforcement of four battalions of infantry, 
ten squadrons of dragoons* and a full body of hussars, 
under the command of Lieutenant-general Schorlem- 
m^r. The hussars, with a body of dragoons* were ad- 
ded to the picquet in the suburb ; and the ne>v gover- 
nor, or commander. Colonel Shack, arrived at tb^ 
» same lime. 

On the same day (the 1 4th) their small garrison con-t 
sisting of one battalion of regulars* one battalion of, mi- 
litia^ two companies of mv'alids* and about 100 hussars* 
were employed from rooming till night in placing to ad- 
vantage the cannons on the ramparts* and in erecting 
small batteries at the place of arms x)f the covered way 
and horn- work; but^ their old general neglected the 
most necessary business in not obstructing the enemy's / 
march* which might have been easily done by felling 
trees in the forest through which they were to pass: 
this would have rendered ihetr approach extremely dif*- 
ficutt* and the consequence of ftis neglect was the ad- 
vantage to the enem^ of being enabled to pass this fo- 
rest in the night without the least interruption. Had 
the precautioki been observed* of setting fire to their 
short suburb* and to the out-works near the vineyard, it 
ivouM have impeded the enemy -even after they had 
passed the batteries and fire-kettfes;^ but 'this most ne- 
cessary article was postponed till the next day* when it 
was. too late* as the enemy had already arrived in the 
suburb. ^ 

On the same day intcBigence was brought them that 

Generat 
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General. Pernor, Prince Charles of Saxojiy, and man/ 
other geBei:al-Qfficers« had dia^ at Vietz« a village abouC^ 
two Germai) miles (ten Ei^lish) from Cuslrin, and that 
.they there held a council on the observation made the 
eveimig before, where iheir batieries wereto be erected, 
And what eke was to he done nexLday. 

After receiving this account, they endeavoared to pre* 
jvail on their old commandant to order (he treeft to bo 
.catdown.to obstruct the enemy, and to have the suburbs 
Aod vineyard set on £re, which would have enabled 
them to observe the motions of the ene^iy, and have 
prevented their operations, which immediately after 
iheir arrival, they began behind the vineyard ; but tlieir 
entreaties were in vain-**their governor was too obstt- 
uate. 

In the evening. General Schorlemmer, wilh (he hew 
governor, arrived,' and. went with a spall party to re- 
connoitre the enemy ; but being pursued by the Cos- 
sacks to the city, they were soon obliged to return, and 
very narrowly escaped. After their return, they per- 
' suaded the poor inhabitants to be entirely easy, assuring 
them they were in no danger ; this ihey certainly did 
from huouine motives, as they undoubtedly did not sus- 
|)ect the enemy's cruel design* Accordingly, every 
body went to bed, in full confidence that the succours 
would he suliicien( to prevent (he enemy from beginning 
their operations; but, between four and five in the 
jmorning, the terrified Inhabitants were roused by th^ 
noise and shrieks of the hussars and Cossacks, intermix- 
ed with cannon-shot.' 

The whoie city was in the greatest confusion and 

^ alarm : many thronged to the church-steeple, and from 

thence discovered the whole plain, behind the little su- 

voL. ir. T , * . bttrb« 
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burb, covered, as for as the forest, with the cnemy*8 
troops, awl fheir own lighl-^orse, supported by the in- 
fantry, engaged in different places with the enefny. 

By eight. o'clock was seen, by the aid of glasses, a 
fresh body of the enemy's irrfanlry coming from Tamsel 
and Warn^ok, marching towardsihe vineyard, the van of 
^hfch, by c(tmputatron, consisted of 4000 or 5000 men, 
a great clond of dust prevented the remainder from being 
seen distinctly ; thp thickness of the wood filso inter- , 
fered, in c6ncealing that part of the enemy from their 
view. A& soon as this body of infantry was arrived 
near the vineyard, the, fire began with cartridge^ shot 
from their batteries, made the evening before, upon the 
piquet- gus^rd and hussars, who were obliged to retire, ^ 
and then they fired ricochat-shot upon the tents and bag- 
gage of the four battalions encamped upon the Anger, 
Which mad^ them also ^retire, w iUi" alt their baggage, » 
into the city, and in less than half an hourafler^ theene- 
iny threw such a number of bombs and red-hot bullets, 
•that, by nine o'clock, it burnt with great fury in three 
different places, which could not be extinguislied, as the ' 
bouses wei^e closely built,'and their streets narrow : the 
air appeared like af shower of fircy rain and hail. The • 
surprised inhabitants had not time to think of any thing 
but saving tlTeir miserable lives by getting into the open 
fields; many had scarcely time to put on their cloatbs ; - 
•the husband was to be Fcen leading his trembiinfi wife^ 
wtthn child in her arms, and driving his other children 
and servants before him, almost without any covering, 
having ever since the first night, r(jn about in a bewilder* 
ed state, as they got out of bed. The bombs and red- 
hot bullets fell around them in every direction. The 
bombs, ia bursting, dashed the houses, and every thing 

. ' that' 
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that was m theif way, to pieces. Thus they went out 
of one misery into another, leaving every cpm fort, or 
eveft the mea^s of life itself, behind. Every one that 
dadcTescape, got out of town as fa«it 8U«, possible, and the 
crowds of naked and wretched beings were numer- 
ous. - ' » 

Among the women, there were several of distinction, 
wjio had neither shoes nor stockings, nor indeed hardly 
any cloathing, as their first and only thought was the' 
preseiyation of their Jives. Many of the oien, after 
seeing their famiUes . secure in the open fields, endea- 
voured to return, in the hope of s»vihg something, if 
possible, from the general wreck, but in vain ;.such was 
the state of the wretched inha{)ilarits, some with horses 
and carriages, others with sick and bed-ridden ^n their 
backs, while itie bombs, cannon-balls, and red-hot bullets 
were assailing, them that every body thought himself hap-^ 
py if he could escape. Many thousands were rendered 
miserable, inliabitants as well as strangers. Many from 
the open country, and defenceless towns of Prussia, Po- 
roerania, andlhe Newj^arche, had f?^d thither wiih their 
most valuable effiicts, when the Russians entered the Prus« 
sian territories, in hopes of security ; but a great many 
who were a little white ago possessed of lar^e fprlunes, 
were nov«r reduced to beggary. On the road was seen no- 
thing but misery, and nothing heard but cries and lamed- 
'tations, enough to move tl\e coldest heart, as no one |cnew 
where to get a morsel of bread, nor. what to do for their 
future subsistence. The neighbouring towns and vil- 
lages were soon filled. , Those who staid till next day 
at Gollze, to wait the further event of things, were • 
soon informed, that, amongst the other sbuildings, the 
great magazine, the governor's house, the church, the 
y 2 palp 
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pAkce, the slore aild artillery houses-ii-iri slwrt, the 6ld 
and new town, the suburbs, and the^reat bridge over 
the Oder, as well as all the otfiers, were reduced to 
a^hes. :^fany of the inhabitants were missing, who'^ 
were supposed to^ave perished in the flames, or under 
the ruins, or in (heir fright hid themselves in vaults. 
Of subterraneouf qaverns, where they had been suffbcat- 
ed. The writings of the colleges were entirely deilroyedt 
as well as the valuable archiyes of the country, which 
were considered a very immense loss ; in the king's ma- 
gazine, was also a prodigfous quantity of corn and flour. 
The lo?s was compulfedj at several millions of crownf/ 
The fire was so furious, that the cannon in ihe store and 
artillery houses were melted : the filled bombs for can*- 
nons, and musquets, a large quantity of gun-powder, 
and other combustibles, went off at once with a horrt- 
ble explosion. -After the bridges were consumed, (hq 
piles and sterlings were consumed to the water's edge. 
The Spectacle was terrible. Unless the destruction oF 
Troy and Jerusalem," history does not furnish a scene sa 
rejilete with horror. ' - 

The enemy's fury /ell enfirely on the miserable infia* 
bitants ; they did not begin to batter the fortifications^ 
except with a few shot, till after the rest was all destroy- 
ed. The garrison continued, in tt, fuHy determined lo' 
defend it from falling into the hands of the enemy. - 

In a few days after, the King of Prussia arrived in the 
neighbourhood, upon which the Russians thought pro- 
per to abandon their enlerpriifce, and this brought on the 
battle of Zorndorf. , * . 

Custrin is a city of Brandenburgh, in Germany; it 
lies east from Berlin about forty-five miles, and is situat-^ 
«*^ r»n the river Oder, 

- ' PATTLE 
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■ BATTLE OF ZORNDORF, . 

This battle was, as we havejust observed, the imme*^ 
diate cbosequence of the siege of CuMrin. TheKing of 
Prukeia, having been obliged to raise the siege of OI- 
mutz, advanced to face the Russian 0;:my« who were 
exercising the most cruel bftiiiarities in the countries 
through whith they marched. 

The protector and avenger of his dominions was now, 
however, at hand. On the 23d of August, 1758,' the- 
King^of Prussia^ whole army j^assed the Oder at Glus- 
tebissel, about twenty English miles to ih^ norlh-east of 
Custrin. The Russian^, on the iirst notice of his ap- 
proach, broke up the siege of that place, and marched 
towards the villages of Z wicker and Zorndorf. It was- 
the kmg's intention to wind round the left flank of theic 
army, and tq take them^in the rear, by which he hoped 
to throw them into confu<;ion. But in this he found 
himself disappointed. The Russian generals had lore- 
^seen his purpose, and fnadeeKcellen^t dispositions. As' 
the groujid' did not. admit them to extend greatly in. 
length, they threw (Jiemselves in tost square 'body, com- 

' posed q( four lines, forming a front almost equal on. 
every side, surrounded with cannon and chevaux-de- 

, frize. In this formidable disposition they^ailed.the at- 
tack of the Prussians. ' " % 

It WAS on the 25th, that the King of Prussia, aftef a 
marcb of frAy-iix days, from the midst ^of Moravia, 
brought his army in the presence of tjie Russians. The 
king had never been personally engaged Wilh that ene- 
ssy before. His troops had never obtained any advah-^ 
_ y 3 « - tag.e' 
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tage over them. The whole fortune of the war de- 
pended upon the event of this day. 

The Prussians were now in the closest sense to fight 
for their country, which was ready to fall under one of 
the severest scourges with which Providence has chas- 
tised a nation. Nothing was wanting which could in- 

^ spire tKe soldiers with revenge. Every where the 
marks of the enemy's cruelty were before their eyes ; 
the country desolated on every sideband the villages in 
iflames all around (he field of battle. * 

At nine o'clock in the mornings the battle begali by a 
fire of cannon- and mortars, which i:ained on the right 
wing of the Rusarians, without the least intermission, for 
bear two hours. -Nothing could exceed the havoc made by ^ 
this terrible fire, nor the constancy witli which the Mus- . 
covite foot, raw and inexperienced, sustained a slaugh-^ 
ter that would have confounded and dispersed the com- 
p]etest vetenins. They fell in their ranks; new regi- 
xnenfs still pressed' forward to fill their peaces, and to . 
supply new slaughter. When the first lii)e had fired all 

. their charges, they rushed forward on ^bc Prussians, 
That fiif m body of.the Prussian infantry, which had often . 
stood, and often given so many terrible shocks, by 
' one of those unaccountable movements of Ibe human 
mipd, that render every thing in war so precarioun, gave 
tvay.in (he presence of tiieir sovereign, and when they 
had in a manner secured the victory, retired in di!tf>rder 

> before the half-broken battalions of the Muscovites. 
Had the Russian officers known how to profit Jby this <Jis- 
. order 5 had they immediately thrown in their horse with ^ 
vigour to complete it, and entirely broke that body, Jhis 
had probably been the last day of Prussian greatness. 
The king was not so negligeat ; for just itp thi* anxious^ 
/ ' • • moment. 
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moment, wBen the battle was yet in aaspense^ by a v^y 
rapid and masterly motion, he brought all the cavalry 
of thai riglit tothe centre, which, with. Gtflfjeral L<^td- 
litz at tlyeir head, bursting in upen the Russian foot, un- 
covered by their horse, and disordered even by tlieir ad* 
vantage, they pashed ihem back with a most miserable 
slaughter. The repulsed battaI^ons of Prussia had time 
to recollect, and to form themselves; and now return- 
ing to the onset with a rage, exasperated by their late 
disgrace, they entirely turned the balance of the fight» 

The Ri^sians were thrown into the most horrible con- 
fasion. 'The wind blew the dust and smoke full in their 
faces* They no longer distinguished friends-or enemies. 
They fired upon^each otKer, In this distraction, (hey 
plundered their own baggage which stood between the . 
lines, and intoxicated themselves with brandy. Orders 
were now no more heard oV obeyed. - The ranks fell' in 
upon one another; and being crammed together in a 
narrow space, every shot discharged by the Prussians . 
had its full effect, whilst the Russians kept iip only a 
i5Cat!tered-fire, without direction or effect, and quite 6ver 
the heads of their enemies. It was now no longer a 
battle, but a horrid and undistinguishing carnage. Yet 
still (which is a wonderful chrcumstance) the Russians, 
thus distracted and slaughtered, kept their grounjd. The 
action continued, without intermission, from nine in the 
morning till seven at night. i\t last the night itself, the 
fatigue of the Prussians, and a judicious attack on their 
right wing, which drew their attention on that side, gave 
tbe Russian array some respite to recover their order^ 
and an opportunity of retiring a little from the scene- of 
their, disinter. On their side near 10,000 fell upon the 
spot; they had more than 10^000 wounded, most of 
- th*^m 
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Abm ntntsl^ : 9^9 c&m, not inriading Ibe inferior^ 
^BR L.iicd, vtiiiKkeid, 9zA uktm pn«ooefs: of two 
|nrtK*uar n-^kmtma^ aar^^z^, bcf <e tbe battJe, of 
4:»::r cSsd^ iw%, oc\ 1 »T3 wtTc Itrf' : ibeir whole 
kv CM- iiiir tijacfefi Oil. w J:^.Vnicn. That of the 
if iMiiiiii^ is «Toni WB|. 3 J r--4 am'unt to XXXI. 

Ji iiT'T»-fc'^ traa bci." jta'!»«i «pm ibe night on or very 
aav the ^\l *r faKi«&. Tfw P-^«i-n« had a]l ihc fruiu 
aoic mo^ tt ine Tnrfrao. ©: a v?ti.-ir\ tic bmhI decisive t 
a ta-c r-air cr a-u.ift-Ti tu.<». iric Kibtan chest« a nam- 
hor IT yr}Hnnp->. vsaT.i c: iSeat ciiBcert ot rank ; the re- 
"nac ir iiit ^i>*u.r ssv% or. Lr.'e r,ext and following 
^»sc n»^•^ Gie!re*-iL J«Tr>:^r's K*qjesi U*t ieare to bury 
tiw o^kcz iitfir jnrz.7iB:!-i 19 ^tmucc and Zona anjr 
^jw cnifr7r-xK ; i:e ILrc cc Pr£f»sit*s anoaolested ope* 
11HMW «|[aiisE iis cuner enecaes. 

Xnuin^ K?*w i:»iit«tL inaz s rerr complete victory 
mui: !£«•£ nnneari e«'i uilsoriocto the king's afiairs 
s* use ihu^ » ttBL tnor ariuss of £;> eoexnies were mak-^ 
inp rhf-r va* t; me rmrmsa: restie, ai>d threatened to 
UT itf ir iJit ^eH^ nr ?^rAT»^e^^n'§. Tbe event cS the 
ifcc oi • r.ai 5r?^»rT irvoB:. iijft ir.«« w^s i>o i% ay of .safe- 
st iiu: m a YctTeat, j»d ia e5-Tci i.*iw-v recreated before 
me 7^l-jVict?< s> tar «» Lar^fij^sig, on the froniiers of 
P«ilanX The Kirc ^f Pn*s<ii ^-as ecu vi need, ihat ihdr 
Imc Check iBuit cl^.l^ d.>;ab<'c ir.eoi from attemptiog 
aii% li .ng maierial j^alnsl r.is dominioas on that sidfi ;. 
and he s«^ ckar^, that ^h^tcvcr he might hope to 
gain h% iaiprorii^ his advantage against the Russians^ 
be iDu>t k»e ^ aKtre by arrowing h:s other eiiemies to 
vake a progress on the sie of Saxooy. He satisfied 
bi»Mlf , therefore, wilh leaving a small body of troops. 
vada CovBt Dohnu, to obtcrve the motions of the 

Muscovite 



BATTLE ©F BOCHKrRCHEK. tW 

Moscovitearmy, and marched wilh ihe greatest pari of 
his forces^ aod (he utmost expedition, to the relief of 
* Saxony. 



BATTLE OF HOCBKIRCHEK. * 

This battle annoanced the return of the King of Prus« 
Ma^attention to his former enemy. .The armies of the 
King of Prussia and Mareschal Daun now (October, 
1758^) kept each other at bay: but these genieralft 
seemed to maintain the greatest Cjiation ; they were 
both vigilant but not presumptuous; they stirred not a 
tCep without having well considered it.^ 

The^areschal kepi his advanlageous camp at Stop» 
len, by which he preserved a communication with the 
army of the empire. The army was secured by its in- 
^accessible situation, but it enterprized nothing of conse« 
; quence. The king of Prussia, on the other hand, having 
taken possession of the important pokt of Bautzen, which 
lies so opportunely for commanding at once both Mis« 
nia and Lusatia, extended his right wing to Hockirchen. . 

By this position, he preserved a communication with 
the army of his brother. Prince Henry, protected Bran« 
den^urg from the incursions of the Austrians, and at the 
fame time, that he secure^ these interesting objects, he 
was situated for throwing succours into Silesia, and he 
could be any where else, consistently with a general plan* 
The two armies kept the most watchful eye upon each 
other's motions. The principal aim of the King of Pius- 
sia seemed to liave been the preventing M. Daun from 
communicating with Bohemia. The great intention of 
M. Daun was to cut off the King from Silesia. Things 
were so balanced^ that it did not seem possible^ by mere 
- • skiU 
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skill in marches and posilions^ to answer (heir ends verjr 
folly, therefore a batlle seenned inevitable ;.but it seem* 
ed too, thai, in considering tile situations of both armies, 
a battle could not \)e attempted without extreme danger 
to the party who should begin the attack. 

M. Daun saw, that if any mure time was lost withont 
< action, the veryr season must oblige him to evacuate 
Saxony, and thus give up all fruits of the campaign^ 
He came to k resolution of giving the King of Prussia 
battle. . But even in the vigour of this resolution ap<* 
peared the extreme caution which charactecizea^ that 
able general. 

Having communicated bis design to the Prince oC » 
Deux-Ponts, and settled measures with him, he marched 
in the dead of a very dark night, in three columns, tp- _ 
wards the King of Prussia's camji. Notwithstanding 
the darkiless of the night, (October l>th), and the ne« 
cessary division of the Austrian army,, the greatness o£ 
their number, and the length of way they had to march,, 
yet such was the Wisexondiict and gfes^t good-fortune 
of this design, that they all arrived at the sanoe time af 
the Prussian camp, none having lost their way, without 
discovery, and without confusion, and began the attack 
with the greatest regularity and resolution at five o'clock 
in the morning, . . \. ^ 

^How the king's out-guards ^ere kept, so as to make 
such a surprise practicable, is hard to say. It is hardto< 
accuse the vigilance of a commander, or the attention 
of so many finished officers as served tinder him. To 
speak of treachery, is a way of accounting for misfor- 
tunes more common than reasonable. However it was, 
llie Prussians had not time to strike their tents, when 
they found the enemy in the midst of the camp, and ^a 
• impetuous 
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ifflpetooui attack already commenced! . Scarce had the 
battle begun^ ^hen the defeat seemed certain, not so 
mach from the confusion of the troops, as the irrepara- 
ble loss of two officers in the highest command, and of 
the 'gresttest ineril, M. -Keith received tjwo musquet- 
balls, and fell dead on the spot. Prince Francis of Bruns* 
wick had his head shot off by a cannon-ball as he was . 
mounting Jiis horse. The King of Prussia had then the 
whofe affair to sustain at the time when he most wanted 
assistance* Bat his presence of mind, his firmness, his 
activity, remedied in some measure the effects of this, 
unforeseen attack, and the losses it had occasioned ; he 
was every where present, and inspired the troops with 
an ardour like his own. The king ordered some de- 
tachments from his left, to reinforce his right wing ; but 
-in the moment the orders were received, the left was fu- 
riously attacked. General Retzow, who commanded 
h) that quarter, with difficulty repulsed the.Austrians,' 
and was'not able to afford any considerable assistance to 
Ihe right, who was alone obliged lo support the whole 
vreight of the grand attack; 

The AustrfanS) in the beginning of the engagement'* 
had beaten them put of llie village of Hochkirchen; as 
the fate of the day ^depended upon that post, the hottest 
of the dispute was there. The 'Prussians made three 
hot and successful attacks oh the village, in the iburth 
they carried it ; but the AusTrians pouring in continually, 
' ijresh troops' upon- that spot, drove them o\it at length, 
after reiterated efforts, and a great slaughter oh botti 
sides. The king, despairing of the fortune of the 
field, ordered a retreat ; his troops, which had^beeo sud- 
denly attacked in a dark night by superior numl)ers, and 
had run to arms, some bali-naked, and all in the utmost . 
. ', con- 
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confusion, bajd, notwhhstanduigt made a vigprouA r«sist- 
ance, and maintained the fight foi; near £vel)Ours; Thfy 
made ibeir retreat in good ord^, w jlhout b^if^g pursued, 
supported by the countenance of their cavalry, andlhe 
fire of a numerous and well -served 'artillery, which vKBt. 
placed in the centre of their camp. They lost in tbis 
dreadful action at least 7000 men, killed, WQundedi and 
taken prisoners, together virith many caonon. The Aus- 
trian account allowed their own loss, in killed aad 
wounded> to amount tp ivear 5000. 

The King of Prussia, in retiring from Hocb^itcb^n, in 
fact only altered the position of his right wing,>wh]ch fell 
back as far as ^\^eissenburg, bis left still remained at 
Bautzen. This position was nearly as good as the foT* 
mej. The great loss was that of reputation, which aU _ 
ways attends^ defeat, accompanied by the regret of Jos- 
ing two such great generals. 

Ifjhe King of Prussia lost some reputation, in suffer- . 
ing himself to be surprised in this afiair, the. most 
disgraceful error of' a general, he fully retrieved it 
by his extraordinary condluct in the course of the ac- 
tion, and his-admirable efforts after Jt. On the whole, 
perhaps the King of Prussia will appear greater in this ^ 
defeat, t)ian in any victory he ever yet obtained. The 
wing of his army, that W8$ surprised, was attacked at a 
distance from him, the two generals that commanded it 
slain in the first onset, his other principal generals wound-^ 
ed, the whole wing in confusipn, without a leader; to 
come Sq these desperate circumstances, in haste, from~ 
another quarter, to recover all, twice to repulse the 
enemy, and at last to retire^ overborn only by nunobers 
and fatigu'e, without ^ing pursued* is such an instance of 
great generalship^ as perhaps has never been exceeded. 



We intelrrupt an unfortunate series of failures, on))(.to 
give a tribute of recollection to the life and character of 
m trufy great man who fell on .the last occasion. 

James Kbit u« younger son of William Keith, Earl 
Mareschal of Scotland, was born in 1 69S, at the castlet 
of Dunnolter, in th^ shire of Kincairdtn, whose magni« 
iicenl ruins yet attract the eye of every curious or taste- 
ful traveller^ and have lately been the subject of some 
▼ery harmonious verses, by the elegaint Mrs. Scott, of . 
Benholm. He received a doiiiesiic education from the 
Celebrated Thomas Ruddimai^^ the learned printer, dnd 
author of the Latih Rudiments; and an academical one 
^nder Bishop Keith and William Meslton, in the college 
of Aberdeen. He early discovered a propensity to let* 
ters, iwHich induced his noble friends to design him for 
^e profession of the law; but this too frequent miscon- 
ception operated less fatally with him, than it hathdone 
in many other instances ; for on perceiving that his taste 
&r elegant literature was, too exquisite, to be submitted 
to the cold, dry study of the legal Father}, they compliedl 
With his adoption x>f the profession of edtms, so conge- 
nial to his talents and vivacity. 

This decision, in favour of his military genius, had not 
Ipng taken place, when an unhappy occasion presented 
itself for its Qxertioni in the rebeinon of J7 15. His far- 
ther was now dead, and his mother with a spirit, though 
misguided, not unworthy the character of a Roman ma* 
Iron, sent him, with his brother, the representative . of 
their ancient and honourable family, to combat for what 
the conceived to be the cause of loyalty. He was in the 
battle of Sherifimuir, near Dumblain, signalized, and 
wounded, and Uie forces of the pretender being defeat* « . 
ed, compelled to escape to France. 

VOL. u. «/ Of 
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Oil the continent he resumed his studies with vigonr, 
but more particularly ihose which related to ihe <?harac- 
ler of a fiotdier. He pursued the mathematics witii 
M. de Manpertuis to such a proficiency^ that he was 
early at the particular recommendation of the professor^ 
admitted a member of the Farisian Royal Academy of 
Sciences', and distinguished himself at the meetings in a 
very particular manner^ From France he proceeded 
. through Italy, Switzerland, and Portugal, and returned 
to Paris in ] 7 1 7. In the same year, the fame of his ta-^ 
lents procured him the attention of the Czar of Mns* 
eovy* Peter, who strongly solicited him to enter into 
the Russian service, an offer he refused, from an objec- 
' tioo to hostilities against his favourite character the King 
of Sweden. 

Leaving Bans again, he visited Madrid, and by the' 
interest of the Duke of LIria, obtained a commission in' 
an Irish brigade, commanded by the Duke of Ormond, 
then exiled with the tory ministry from England ; this 
was, however, neither attfactive nor permanent, and hii* 
patron gping soon after ambassador extraordinary to' 
^iuscovy, he accompanied him thither, and was then' 
placed in the service of the Czarina, who created him a 
knight of the Black Eagle, and made him a lieutenant- 
general in her army. These honours he repaid by the' 
most essential services, both in war and negotiation. 
The genius and splendid talents of Keith had by thiis 
time bd^ome the admiration of every court he visited, 
while his curious and ardent mind elicited a fund of in^ 
telHgence from them all : experience had also matured 
his judgment; so that he was become too great a man 
to be lot^ overlooked by the discriminating care of Fre- 
deric. ' He therefore removed to Prussia, where the' 
,: • King' 
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%lng made bini governor of Berlin^ and fiddrmarsbal, 
with extraordinary salaries sufficient to support 1)1111 ia 
the highest ranl^s. r 

It was now that Marshal Keith enjojed ihat delight* 
iul leisure, which enabled him to collect bis ideas upon 
every subject^ and to concoct that knowledge of diSe^ 
rent states which exceeded, every politician of his time* 
It was frpm thence^ that he corresponded with his rela« 
tions^ and some other great men, with an acateness of 
conception, justness of reasoning, and felicity of expres* 
aton« that astonished all who saw his enlightened letters ; 
to facilitate his acquisition of ^ the best information, Fre>^ 
deric the Great took him into his most secret confidence^ 
and travelled with him incog over a great part of Ger- 
many, Poland, and Hungary, thereby obtaining iinper* 
ceived an intimate knowledge of countries, thrpugb 
which he was thereafter to lead the war, The King of 
Prussia ever afterwards made him his chief coanselbr ia 
'business, and the most intimate cohipanion of his plea- 
sures; a distinction to which he had every title, if it bm 
* true, as it hath been asserted, " that it was from the 
knowledge of ancient and modern war, with whi^^h the 
marshal was so amply stored, that ihektng drew his best 
ideas on military tactics and discipline,*' ^ 

In the par! of the seven years' war, which has preced- 
ed ihh brief account of one of- the greatest ornaments 
of Britain, Marshal Keith was distinguished oa many 
occasions, and always in the exercise of judgment. H^ 
was equally admired in the court as in the camp, ai)d 
celebrated for his chearful and elegant manners, evea 
in very advanced age. Towards the latter part of his 
life, he derived much delight from directing, by episto- 
lary correspondence, (he education of his nephew. Lord 
Z2 Geor**-- 
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George Drummond, Vn wfcfch he endeavoared to form 
him entirely from himself, and to render him equally 
Ihe wonder of hrs time. A part of this cori;espondencej 
"which the writer of the present notice h^s seen in Eng* ' 
]ish and French manuscript , and which he knows not if 
It has been printed in any language, furmshes a more in- 
telligent and eloquent account of Eifrope, during a long^ 
ftnd important period, than any other work whatdi^er^ be- 
sides an illustration of human nature in general, in the dif> 
ferent spheres^ in which he had seen it, highly valuable to 
the philosopher and the politician. In it the progress of the 
Russians, and the partition of unhappy Polgpd, are fore-- 
told in a manner nervous, instructive, and perspicuous.' 
Marshal Keith was 62 ,years of age when he fell irt 
the battle of Hochkirchen, beloved^ admired, and la« 
snented, even by di"?tracted Europe. 
' The death of a number of brave and distingoished 
officers formed a gloomy close to the campaign of 1758, 
which \ya8 not improved by the commencement of that 
which followed. 



, THE BATTLE OF BERGEK 

This unfortunate stroke, which disconcerted the whole 
plan of operations, formed for the campaign of ]7'59, 
teemed of itself of no moment. One would have thought 
it too trifling to have had any particular influence ; but 
the event has taught us to think otherwise. 

The advantage of the campaign, in 1759, seemed 
certain to that power, which should prevent the order 
of its operations. This was his Prussian majesty's opi- 
nion. And his plan was to strike the first blow o^ 
every side. Prince Ferdinand of Brunswick, to whom 

the 
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the Vikf left the Frenchi wa» lo have shut dp Braids' 
tfriny beyond the Majne/ aad even on the ^tlber side 
of (he Rhiiie>. and to keep i^very (hklg disposed «n]iii 
ri|{bt U$ faU ttpon Marcfschal de Contade's qoaj-fefs^; to> 
eanrry olFsbme of tfaeih, disperse the othersy and ret«ira« 
to the froatrers of Hiii United Frovtncea, to compel the 
ttates-'generaili to declare themselvesv The deKvierii^ 
Dp Nknegueo as a deposit^ was to be the preitaiinafy 
of the cspitulatioiT ttself. }t wa« not doobted ki the 
Prussian armies, bat that Prince Ferdinand would exe» 
cute th€ part of the jpAaa ass^ned lo'him; and if upon 
that supposition, that Prince Henry of Prussia was to 
enter Bohemia, lake po^easion of IJbat kingdoin^ and 

ffoth t&ence send detaclHKent» to Framconi*. The 6f st 

» I 

of these advantage^ were to enabte bis Prassian majes* 
ty to take post in Pofeni^ to be leforehand^ with the 
Mtisstans tlteiie> and to intercept liheir march to Sw 
lesia. * ^ . 

Had this plan Jbeew f»roared by fortune, the Austrian,. 
-Rttssianrattd French annies^ mmU with great disadvan- 
tagey have continually retreated^ to svotd risking battle 
of whidt tho loss nvould be irreparable. It did not» how- 
ever, take place; for Prince Ferdinand having been 
beaten at Botgen^ Prince Henry was pnly abte to make 
tnco«'4uon into Bohemia and Pranconia<l The eruptknv 
inloFqIand wat neither carried far nor supported. 

Suspecting the^ enemys generate would b^ led info 
some ibiso step^, either firom^^ latitude or imp^ience... 
wbieh would enaljle hiift to change the nature o^ tte 
war, hi^ Prussian majesty barricaded himself in Slesia, 
and patiently waited (ihe evenly , ^ 

The Diike^-dr Srcg1io> w&o commanded a dtetaefe- 
atS^ ttient 
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tDent of the allied ariny» ander the command of ifae 
Prince D'lsemborf » was marching toward* him, posted 
himien; on the 12tb of May, 1759, neair the village of 
Bergen» which he made the pght of his army, and at the 
aame time lecared hit flanks and centre in such a man* 
Her, that the enemy might be obliged' tp make their at- 
tacks by that village. ' On the 1 Slh« at ten in the i^iorn- 
'^%* they came in sight, and made their dispositions un- 
der cover of a rising groopd, over which they marched* 
and attacked the yillagb with great vigour. 

The Duke de Broglk> had, the preceding night, post- 
ed in it eight German battalions, and had 'also placed 
behind it se\»eral brigades of French foot. The pri'nco^ 
in the, space of three hoori aihd a half, made three at- 
tacks, and was in each repulsed, then returned, and re- 
mained sbme time behind the rising ground that covered ' 
his dinposhion. He then separated his infantry into 
two bodies, and posted one on the right, and the other 
on the left, whilst the cavalry formed in the centre, with 
a small column of infantry before it. The French ima- 
gined from this disposition, that he intended to attack at 
.the same time, both the village of Bergen, and t^he wood 
on their left, where the whole body of Saxons were 
placed; and supposed, if one of these attacks should 
succeed^ he would afterwards fall upon their centre.— 
This was the more probable, as he had brought a num- 
ber of cannon against the village, and cannonade^ it. 
with great spirit, and as he had also several pieces on 
.the right, with which he commanded the head of tiie 
wood where (he volunteers were posted. This, how- 
ever, did not make the. allies return to the charge, and 
nothing was effected during the rest of the day, but a 
very brisk cannonading, thatlasted till nighj^ should en- 
able 
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ttble them to make (heir retreat^ which (hey did with* 
oat (he knowledge of the Duke de^Broglio» 

Had this detachment of the allies succeeded in fon> 
ing (bis advanced pos( of the French army« for it was 
nothing more, a general engagemen( would have been 
Ihe consequence, when, according (o all appearance of 
pirobabiUty, Vic(ory would have been declared for ^he al« 
lies, who, firom this unfortunate repulse, wereobligied 
to retreat; and those excellent dispositions of, Prince 
Ferdinand, were now turned from (he oflSsnsive (o (he 
defensive. 'Ii^ (his s(a(e that prince continued, (ill he 
gained (he ba(t]e of Minden, which we shall herealler 
describe. 

The loss of the allies in this action was very consider* 
able. Four thousand men were killed, wounded, and 
taken prisoners,; (hey also ]os( five pieces of cannon, 
which were left behind (hem in (he village : but (heir 
principal misfor(une wa» (h^ir Idsing (he brave Prince 
. Plsemborg, whose undaun(ed resolution, in(repidity> 
and heroism, have imprinted bis name on the records of 
immortality. He was killed a( (he head of bis greni^ 
diers, in (be third and last attack on the village; and it 
is probable, had not his death discouraged thesoldiers^ 
the post would have been forced. The French are 
said td have lost ne^r as many men as (he allies* and . 
their numbers before the action were nearly equal, each 
army amounting to about li2,000 men. 

Bergen is a village which lies between Hanover ani 
Firankfort, abou( (hree miles from (be la(ter, and is sitUf 
a(ed on (he river Mayne^ in Germany. 
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iAm^ or ZULLICBAV. 

Count Dofcna havmg^ ilesired and obltf»neil hate ib 
<pi|:tlie comnand of (he PiUBsiaits, and retim t^ Ben- 
Mn, ferthetvcovery ^ Im headth, l.ieiHeiiaDt-g<encraI 

. - Wedel was appaioled ta succeed hriiii> wfaa aoeordfmgl^ 
imrtted at Ihe camp of 2S«11ichMi on Ito 22d of July, 
«icarted by 30a draigoont of Scheriemmer's regiment, 
eommanded by< Majot Podewils. Thot oflicaer bad^ iti 
fais dia^di, defeated one of the enemy's detachaMnls 
(kal wiis then plundeiing the village of RadaH^/qf' 
which he^ took 6^ prisoners, and killed upwards of 80; 
Genend WedeJfa first ttep on fais arrivid^ fra» to fecon^ 
noitre the position of the Rossiatt ca^pat Longeoi^ 
On tlie^^d, t( appearing, by the oiofions oFthe enemy, 
that it wa^ thcif intention tof^mt cafnrp, and again draw 
neater the Cdep, General Wedd, on his side, in order 
iO oppose their passing'tlMit river, nmrohed ttiii army iiv 
fwOjtoKmnvs, one towards Kay, and the other towards 
Mosssu Ttte head o^ his vanguard, eonskting of eah 
valry, lad hanlly passed the defile of Kay before they 
attacked the enemy^s light troops^ which were repulsed 

'With great Iossf. The enemf were aAerwards cont^ 
i^uaUy harrassed on their mavch ; and the cavalry coa9«» 
nnmded' by General' Sehorkmroer fell upow thenv sft 
different times, with great hnpetuosity and >ttecess» 
liieutenant •General Mauteussd mnde also an^ attack,, 
and. possessed himself of several of the enemy's bali#- 
ries. But as the Rassiatis were advanemg' nnder^ovee 
of the batteries, they had placed on the heights, from, 
whence they fired very briskly, while the artillery on pup 
tide could be of.no servicoj^ General Wedel thought 

proper 
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jilroper (o content himself with the advantage^; he had 
gained without returning to the charge. He, there-^ 
fore, pitched his camp within cannon*fthot of the ene* 
my; his right wing extending to the^htli of Kay, where 
the attack began^ The loss cannot have exceeded 
J 000 men killed and wottnded. That of the enemy, 
which is not exactly known, was very considerable. 
He \wi General Wapersnow in one of the attacks, and 
General Manteussel was wounded. 
. The scene of this aflfatr lies in the principality of 
Croffen, in Silesia, thirty miles east frofn FrankfcTrt, en 
the rim Oder. 

BATTLE OF MJNIfEN. 

The whole plan of operations for the, campaign 
(1759) being, as before shewn, frustrated by the an- 
fortunate aflfair at Bergen. Hisiserene Highness, Prince 
Ferdinand of Brunswick, retreated, and the Dake de 
Brogho, afterwards ti Marescha! of France, joined hit 
victorious troops to the grand army command by M. de . 
Contades. The French army," afier this junction, 
Hmc^ntec) to at least 68,000 men, some accounts said 
75,000. The allies were not inlerior, but were soon 
a(\er considerably weakened by making detachments for 
garrisons. Contades pursued, and, as he thought, 
with great caution; he was fortunate in taking such 
•teps as did not expose him to the enemy, but it was 
rather the effect of chance than judgment, for often* 
times he was obliged to erfcamp in those places, wliere 
he was happily secure, when he intended to have gone 
farther. This good luck continued with him all June, 
and greatest part of July. 

On the 3 ist of this month, 1759, the two armiet en* 

camped 
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tamped ¥f\thin the disUnce of sevieDinilea from each 
otber. The allieg extended from Thornhattsen, a1jfto>t to ^ 
HiHe> making a line of little lessihannine miles, \irhile 
the French were more compapt, ihey did not take op ih^ 
space of three miles. * They were a .little higher thati 
Minden/ iiavrngthat city and TorfTmoor in their h<mU 
Aboul evening they struck their tents, and advanced 
to the marsh or moor, and in the dead of the night pro- 
ceeded to Minden Qeath. Mareschal Contades dre^ 
np-his army in a very ioiprudent manner, Jf we may 
cre4it the report of his own officers, or the.d»liki5 they 
expressed of it. He placed his infantry in the wings» 
end his cavalry in the centre^ He expected to find the 
allies in that disposition i bat surely no general would 
place bis infantry on the wing?, where thipre was a pro- 
t)abih'ty of being ftanked, and as the French army was 
by much the superior, it could, consequently, form a ^ 
larger front ; therefore Contades seemed strangelj( erro- 
neous to think Duke Ferdinand should draw up in such 
a disadvantageous manner on a plain. He also enters 
tained a notion, that the leflwin^^f the Duke's army, 
comroandeici by Lieutenant*generar Wangenheim, which 
extended, to the banks of the Weser, was extremely 
weak, that it consisted rather qf a jletachnient than a 
wing of the array, because it was separated,^ and his 
main force was at Hille! Certain it. is, his main force 
was iiear Hille, and Wangehheim's corps, was encam- 
ped at some distance from itj l)ut still there was a com- 
munication between them* 

On the 3Qih and 3 1 &t days of July, Mareschal Con* 
tades, Ijaving called in all his detachments, by it. alarm- 
ing the commander of the allied army^ who guessed^ail 
the mareschal's design, and therefore on ih^ 31st^ at 
' ' ^ ^ - five 
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five o'clock in (he afternoon, he ordered the army lo 
holld themselves in Veadiness lo march at one oVlock in 
the .morningy and gave all his advanced posts 9. strict 
charge to be very attentive to the motions of the enemy 
during the night, to prevent a surprise. 

As' soon as the Frenph army Entered the heath of 
Minden, M* Contades detached the .Duke de Broglio 
to attack Wangenheim^s corps ; but, before this could 
be executed, twcr deserters came to the tent of Prince. 
Ferdinand, and acquainted him with the design of Jhe 
enemy. They had, indeed, left their regiments four 
hours before, but still they came tinae enough to confirm 
those siispicions livhicb reason and experience had sug* 
gested.' The pririce sent advice of it to Wangenheim 
, at three o'clock, and at the same time isent all the atds- 
de*camp about him to every part of the army with or« 
ders to move without the least d^ay. Broglio's corps 
appeared before Thomhausen, between three and four 
o'clock, but did hot fire till the cannon of the left wing 
should play on the village of Hille^ which was not till 
four, then he attacked the advanceci guard; but how 
great was his surprize, when, instead of finding Wan- 
genheim's tfoops asleep in their tents, as he expected, 
they were drawn up in order of battle, and had even 
an Intrenched post at Thomhausen : he^ however, ^be- 
gan the attack by a discharge of' cannon, which was at 
first but faintly returned, but, after some more salutes 
of this sort, they quickly gaine!d the ascendant, and 
Broglio thought proper (o retreat a little. 
At four o'clock ibe village of Hille was cannonaded 
. from a battery which the enemy had raised at Eikhorst*' 
^The £ng1ish officers were alarmed at this, for they bad 
never been made acquainted that the enemy intended to 
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give battle, though Ihe rest bf the arroy had. Th€ 
Marquis of jGranby, as soon- as he heard the firing*. 
immediately ordered his horse, and sent to Lord George 
S<ic'kville*s quarters to know if there were any orders, 
and what the firing was; every thing was quiet there, 
and the messenger returned without havings been ahh^ 
to learn any thing. The marquis then repaired to ih% 
Luke's quarters, and presently found that it was the ene* 
jny had been firing. 

. About this time the army was put in motion, ex- 
cept that part of it under the command of General 
Wangenheim, which kept its old position at Thornbau- 
feen. By some mistake in the hurry of making ready, . 
the artillery never received orders to advance till very 
late f the commanding officer enquired after them, and 
received them from Lord George Sackville between six 
and seven o'clock. As soon at the army had inarched 
through the great, wood, and being got on Minden 
Heath, the infantry were found in sight of the enemy-; 
'a body of German cavalry was on their left, which pre- 
served the communication between Wangenheim, and 
that was all the service they were of, for they were ne- 
ver in the actions another body of cavalry, commanded 
by Lord George Sackyille, was on their right, but the 
wood which ran obliquely and 'beiweea them, hindered 
them from seeing each other. 
' What followed must- astonish every military and com- 
mon capacity ; six regiiAents of British infontry, assisted 
by two of Hanoverian guards, were detached frpm the 
ffflglit of the line of infknt^y, to charge tb& enemy*s cen* 
Ire, which consisted of sixty sqliadpons of horse ; they 
obeyed this order, and to their eternal honour, by half 
^ hour past eight, drove the enemy before them, with- 
^ 'out 
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Out arty oilier assistance than from the artillery of their 
own cotti^try. In vain did the French .cavalry attempt 
to ral}y> they could not look this little corps of Infantry 
in the face; In vain was it taken in front and flank by 
their artillery, its resbhition was not to be daunted; the 
ground wherte they ma^died was strewed with slaughter^ 
and bbod and ^arnalge now paved the paih to glory. / 
Just before the brave body of infantry advanced to at- 
tacki Bn\e Ferdinand sent' Winschtngrode^ his Hessian 
aid'de-canip, vrith an order to Lord George Sackville 
to march with the rigti wing af cavalry ^ and form a line 
behind the in&ntry/ which he might do by marching 
through the wood, that hindered him from seeing tte .. 
infantry; Lord George did hot understand hoW this 
' march was to be made, and hesitated concerning the 
order, which, as the aid-de-camp thought, he delivered 
in a very deaf manner, and fully peirsiiaded that Loitl 
George understood it, immediately left him; but as 
•Lord George observed : " It is very natural for a per- 
son to suppose, that what he means to express he hat 
expressed <plainly, though the person to whom he speaks . 
finds great dlfficuitj^ in understanding iu" No sooner 
lyas Winschingrode gone, than Colonel Ligonier canie 
to Lord George Sackville, with an order from the Duke, 
for his lordship to march with the cavdfy tnukriiscm" 
mand* and profit on the disorder which appeafjed in the 
enemy's cavalry ; upon w^hich his lordship began to «4- 
yance, when Colonel Fit2roy arrived wi|h another ofder 
irom the^duke for him to advance with tlSeBritisk tavahy 
only. Lord George told them Jhelr orders disagreed; 
'' In numbers, my lord,'^ said Fitzroy, «' bat Ibeir dea- 
tination is the same— to the left." Neither of the^ 
gentlemen couU tell which set off firsts an4 both were 
VOL. II. . Ha pofltiv- 
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positive in their injunctions. l.ord George, thereupon, 
went to the duke himself, and having received the or- 
der from his own mouth, proceeded to obey it. But 
now it w'as too late to do any service, the little body of 
infantry had obliged thb ^eneniy to retreat, bat they did . 
it in extreme good order, by the special care and vigi- 
lance of the D,ttke de Broglio, who having made no 
impresMon on Wangenheim, drew off \o succonr the 
centre.;^ and here it is amgzing, tliat the French cavalry 
did not double-up and enclose those iew combatants, 
for they Were, at -a distance from all their friends. 

Ther^ is, evidently, great room to charge all the 
commanders with misconduct. Lord Georg-e Sackviiie 
for not immediately obeying the order brought by Qapt. 
Winschingrode^ Duke Ferdinand for never putting the. 
allied army in a h'ne, and suffering the eight regiments 
of infantry to be, unsustained ^nd uncoireced in their 
iflanks, though the rest of.the infantTy was behind there, 
and the cavalry of iheir left wing nearer to them than 
the cavalry on their right. It may be thought temerity 
in us to say; that since the commander on the right 
^ (Lord George Sackviiie) did not obey, it was but rea- 
sonable to assist theni with some commander that 
would. 

The Mareschal de Contades was inexcusable- for his 
' dispositions, which had oftep lost his country great -ad- 
vantages, and by .which he* lost his command ^ and 
Broglio, after he had joined tb^ centre,^, for not sur- 
rounding Hke detached body of infantry, vyhich would 
have given. them the victory*. 

The French riot having been molested by the cavalry^ 
of either wing, in 'their retreat,x had an opportunity of 
regaining (heir advantageous camp. The/ had, indeed, ' 
' -. ^ lost 
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lost the honourof the day, and missed the stroke which 
they had raeditaled. They had likewise lost a great 
ijuraber of men.. But all their losses and disgraces 
might be repaired, and there seemed nothing decisive 
in the day of Minden. Jt had certainly h<ifi/tened^ qi k 
then appeared, Jrom the delay of the Duke, who foreseeing this, 
kadjiot famed the f lathy and detached the hereditary Frince of 
B^'Unswich at five in the morning of that day. ' 

This young hero attacked a large body of the French 
under the Dukede Brisac; this body, though posted in 
a most advantageous way, he entirely defeated, and 
obliged tlieip to take refuge in Minderj. The news of 
this blow^eame wjtb an ill pnien to M. de Contades, m 
jhe instant when the English infantry began to cngago 
Ills centre. The enemy hrmseif could not helpadrair- 
"ing the dexterity of iHe stroke under which he* sunk; 
and full of astonishment at a conduct at once so daring • 
»nd judicious, paid the just applause to. a general who 
could detach with security sO Jarge a body from his 
army, when he was going to attack an enemy already 
much superior to him in numbers. > 

, This happy stroke decided the affair; all the passes 
through which the French could draw succour or pro- 
vision weVe seized. He relinquished xheir^strong pos£; 
'they fled through Minden, and passed the Weser, re*. - 
•treating to the eastward of (hat river; thus losing all the 
advantages they bad made in the dampaign^ and forced 
to retreat through a bountry different from that fhrough 
which they had advanced, and in which they had takea^ 
no measure to procure subsUlence. , > 

The loss of the French in thi* aiction amaunted to 
about 7UC!o men killed, wounded, and prisoners, aniong 
Yfkovfx were many officers of ccmsrderable rank.. The 
2 A 2 . . \( 
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low of the allies was not more than 2000. The Eng- 
lish, as they gained the greatest glory, to ihey were the 
greatest sufferers ; 1^00 of the kiHeH aod wounded 
were of that nation. The Prince, on the day after the bat^i 
t]e^ paid the due honours to these illustrious persQifs, as 
well as to tlie several corps of the Hanover iam» who had 
beliavedii) the ^me gallant ibanner. He did justi<;^to 
the merit of the officers*, he distinguished ihcir names, 
and even particularized so low as captains. To some in 

-the most obliging manner he 3ent considerable presents; 
and be omitted nothing to shew that he knew what it 

. 4Vas to be well'served, and how to encottrage the troops 
and Officers td do tbeir duly with spirit and cheer ful« 
ness. 

Although the English ha,d the greatest, share of the 
lionour of this signal day, and that the French acknow* 
ledged tKeir merit in the strongest terms> yet a cloud 
«vas cast over tbe triumph. There were some expres* 
•bns in the orders for rejoicing which was supposed to 
convey a very severe reflection on Lord George Sack* 
ville, commander in chief of the English forces< The 
duke required* with an emphasis which 'seemed parti* 

. €ttJ(|rly- poin.ted, that his orders by bis aids*de»>camp for 
the future should be more particularly^ obeyed. In a 
manner still less to be understood, he expressed his con* 

. corn that the Marquis of Granby. had not the command 
of the Briti3h cavalry. Had he* commanded* his high* 
ness made no doubt the success of the day bad UbeeD 
much more complete and brilliant. The severe tntina* 
ation concerning the disobedience to orders, apd the in*- 
vidious compliment to a anbordinate officer were dear 
tdeclarations. 

'*'*^Aews of a victory so gloriotts~|o oar troops, imd 

• - . ' of " 
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of a censure so disgraceful to (heir coinin^tu]^r,.Qa(ppi 
at onteto England. In proporlipn to the joy that filled 
all hearts, in proportion to their opinion of the great ge- 
neral to -whom they owed sp^ seasonable ai>.advantag9j, 
was their indignation against the unforttinate coifimanT, 
der, to whom it was attributed, that ihis advantage was 
not greater. The public, as usual, judged definitively 
upon the first charge. They never pardon ay gerieral 
whose error it is to fall ^horl. \^ ' ' , 

A few days after the battle his.Iordship resigned hi?- 
' GOinmand, and returned to Lo\idon. He had been but.^ 
few days in London when he was deptived^ot all.hi^ 
oiilitary employments. The Marquis of Granby, who;nt 
the opinion of Prince Ferdinafid had pointed out, .§uc^ 
ceeded him in his command. ^ , . .. 

. Whilst these changes were jnaking, Duke Ferdinand 
' lost no lime to irpprove his victory, by the pursuit of the 
French, Tiie allies, indeed,, were not able to overtake- 
the main body of kheir army, but tiiey harassed Them ex- 
tremelvi and the French were obliged to sacrifice a 
great part of their army by pipce-a)^al^ to preserve jfi,^ 
f est entire^ 

The. necessity of ptovidi-ng s^ibsisterupe drpvq then^ 
towards. Cassel. . The prince pursued then?, obliged 
them ta evacuate that place, and once niore freed that 
poor distressed country from French tyranny.. The 
castle of Zeigenhayq, after an hour's defence, ^ave tb^ 
allies about 400 prisoners. After this, the hereditary 
Prince of Brunswick, equally conspicuous, in ihe greater 
and the lesser operations of war,, made a private marcfi 
at night (August 27th), fh order to surprize a corps of 
French irregulars, commanded by the famous partisan, 
Fischer,, which were posted at Welter, where it wa3 
2. A 3 " convenient 
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convenient (of the allies to encamp $ (hit corps he en- 
tirely rooled, kiUing a great number^ and taking 400 
prisoners. The French threw a^arrison into Matparg, 
in hopes of putting some slop to the rapid progress of 
the allies. In effeclf this did prove an obstacle for some 
days ; but at length the castle surrendered^ and the gaf« 
rison« consisting of between 800 and 900 men, beipame 
jjrisoners of war. ' x 

Here a bound was set to the progress of the allied 
arms; not, that they were stopped by any-considerable - 
obstruction from the main body of the Fri^nch in that 
quarter^ but from some effects in another quarter of the 
nnsuccessful beginning of the campaign, from which the 
battle of Miriden had not yet perfectly disengaged them. 
Munster was still behind them, and still in the hands of 
the enemy,' who had a powerful garrison in 4hat city. 
M.-fle Contddes, who, even after his defeat, exceeded , 
the allies in numbers, had now no further view of an 
offensive campaign, sent a strong body under d'Armen- 
lieres, which was reinforced by some troops from the 
lower Rhine> to near 15,000 men, to cover thai place, 
Duke Ferdinand had before detached General Imhoff 
from Cassel, in Order to reduce it. On the apprbach of 
d'Arroentieres, Imhoff was obliged to raise the siege. 
But being soon after reinforced, the French commander 
retired in his turn towards Wesel, Jhe possession of 
which place had all along proved of infinite importance 
to the French in all their operations. The siege of 
Munster was again resumed ; but, the business threaten- 
ed to be difficult and tedious. This, however, was the 
only rub which the allies encountered. In all other re- 
spects they were perfectly fortunate. They had driven 
their enemy 200 miles before them, and at th^ end of 

" . the 



ilie^n|Mii{R» after M Ibeir effbrts^und nil their sti^ine 
hopes of conquest^ they sat them down jiist where they . 
badb^hit. ' 

The evenibf the battle of Mindett, and the subsequent 
misfortunes of the French arnis> threw Versailles into 
the utmost confusion. The news of that defeat arrived 
"just as the king was t^aking horse to hunt. He retired 
silent and dejected inta the apartm^ont of Madame de 
Pompadour, and for some time saw none of his mitli* 
slers. The Duke de BrogJio and M. de^ Cbntades^ mu« 
tually accused each other for the ill conduct of that day. 
The public acquitted firogiio. Belleisle and his gene- 
ral, Contades, lost all reputation ; but the duke still pre*^ 
served his employment, and a considerable part of bis 
influence at court. 

As soon fLS the* first confusion and surprise of so un» 
expected an event was a little abated, it was resolved 
to send reinforcements to tbeir army in Germany, and 
at the same time, to send thither some officer of experi- 
ence and authority, who might judge and compose, if 
possible, the difierences which siabsisted between the 
commanders, as well as to assist in the deliberations for 
retrieving their affairs. 

Public misfortunes call great men from their obscurity. 
M. de Etrees was chosen on this occasion, and invested 
with an authority which he unwillingly accepted. When 
he arrived at the French head-quarters, (Sept. 25th), he 
could not avoid a sigh, on viewing the ruins of that army 
which had triumphed under his command at Hasten- 
beck. However, his behaviour to M. deGontades was 
* polite and generous. The old mareschal told him, that 
: he was not come to take his command^ hut to serve un- 
der 
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ddr him^ and whilst he assusted him with his advid^ he 
wouipl jec^ive his orders. 

As sooaas the officers could leave their posts, !U)rd ' 
George SackviUe, at his own request; was admiltod to 
» court-martiaL The charge was disobedience of oc* 
'derSf which was proved; but the court in<;Hrred the 
charge of partiality, and the odium of beiug iwider^he 
necessity of proving the charge, in order, as it was jsaid, 
to justify the taking avVay his commissiop. Part of the 
trial was afterwards laid before the kiitg, (George 11.) 
who was pleased, to confirm the sentence, that he (Lord 
.Q..S,) was unfit for any military employment; but this 
did not deprive him of serving his future sovere^ign in 
another department of government, wherein his conduct * 
, was more successful to his country, and honourable to ^ 
himself. ' ". . , . : . 

The sciene of- the preceding battle is a city, ^siliV" 
ated on the fiver Weser, in the^ circle of Westphalia*, 
in Germany^ about 40 mlles^weat from Hanover. 

BATTLE OF CUNNERSDORFF'. ' 

The grand Russian .armj was this year reinforced 
very strongly, and seemed determined, to act with vi- 
gour* The Prussians, under the command of GencFal 
pohna, v^ere not able to cope with them ; therefore 
that officer was reinforced from the King of Prussia's 
army at Landshut, and at the same time received orders 
to fight .the enemy, who still being an overmafch, he 
decUoed ; for this refusal he wa's dismissed the service, 
and the command given to General Wedel, who made 
an <atten>pt upon the eijeroy ; bui unfortunately for him- 
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selfi he was killed/ together willi several other l>rave of^ 
6ceT$, and the troops receii^ed a very severe repulse* 
The King of Prussia^ in order to remedy this disaster* 
abandoned bis strong camp at Landshot, and advanced ' 
t^jaeei th^ Rassian^i who threatened tile total destruc- 
tion of the Q^untryvtbey came info. 

A^reschal Daan^ who never wanted jbr intelligence* 
was 410 sooner informed of the king's di9%0y than he 
was resolved; to be beforehand with him ; that is*. he re- 
solved tp reinforce the Russian nrfny befgre the king 
should attack it* that* by superiority* H shoujd be able 
to ffiaintain the advantage it had gained ; for this pur- 
pose*., he dfidia(Aed»Qenen4 Lau^obn with a large body 
qf cavalry^ iwho reacbed tbe^ Russian aimy before the 
king could;, hut JHtm, not content with .jthii*:, resolved 
iO'baraia ihe.Frussiaiis in their march. This desiga 
Ifiras intrusted 'lo General lladdick; but the Prussian 
genetal* Fink* so effibctuaUy covered the rear* and kept 
,*o gooda look"iOot» that whenever Haddick approached* 
be Amnd the Prussians too welj prepared for his recep* 
-ttoo ^ at he .would not* however* be aaidleqiectaldr of 
their rapid march* he made an att^empt to carry off some 
of their baggage-waggons on one of their flanks* 

On the Sd day of August* 1753* the king arrived at 
Beskow^ fipom whence* it is said* 4ie wrqie thd follow- 
ing letier- to.bis queen>; '' After very long and %tiguin^ 
taaxchea^ I am.at length arrived at Bezkow. Thepub^ 
lie 19 sot without defence* I believe the greatest mis* 
chief that all this affair has occasioned* will he the in« 
(|uietude . it. has produced. I have beat Ihei corpa of 
Haddick* .and taken 1 000 prisoners. Fink is «t my 
heels.^ J shall be to-morrow within two leagues of 
Frankfort/' 
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At Bezkow he united the unfortunate remains of tfie" 
battle of Zullidiau with his arnay, jvhich, by this addi- 
tion, amounted to sixty-nine battaFions, and ISO- squa- 
drons, making only 48,000 fighting men. This may be 
easily conceived, as the troops that were in the battle of 
Zullichau, had suffered such a considerable diminution, 
and hence also it may be judged, that the enemy greatly 
exaggerated the strength of his army, when they very 
oAen in their relations madfe it amount to 70,000 men. 
It need only be remembered, according to the Ksfpub- 
Kshed at Petersburgh in the spring, the Russian army 
tiiat was to act this <^»oipaign, did not amount to lesfr 
than 100,000 men ,*^ and though these sorts of h'st are 
commonly decreased, this was not so much so, of which 
we htfve an authenlid proof, ^m^^ days aftcAr the battfe 
of Zttliiohau, a^party of Prussian Hu'ssars^cartied otF, 
near Owpeo, a Russian officer, coixnng irom Possama, 
charged with 9. iarge pacquetof papers, among which 
was a state of the magazin^ by which k appears, be- 
fore the battle of 2^ullichau, the Russian army, assem- 
bled at Possanla, amounted to Si/,201 men, and 83 1& 
horses. 

If we deduet the servants, supposing them included 
in. that number, and the few troops left behind to guard 
the magaanne, and (he loss sustained in the battle df.the 
23d of July,, it should seem that there ought still to re- 
gain, at least, 70,000 fighting men in the Russian army ; 
add. to these 20,000 Austrians, brought by Landohii, ac; 
cording to the Vienna Journal, at^d we shall b^ convinc- 
ed that the combined arnvy of the enemy was notmiicb 
•hort of 90,000 men, and consequently near HwAca ki 
strong as the, Prussians.. 

Notwithstanding this manifest su|)eriority, the Rus^ 

siana . 
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sians chose to pat Ih^mselireson^hedefieDsiye, and to 
.^wait for |^he king; behind the Odef, in an advantageous 
camp,, netr Frankfort, which they had sufficient time (o 
fortify with JntTenchments and redoubts, and to furnish 
. with a grea^t number of cannon. The king, on the con* 
trary, could not help coming to a decisioi^ ; for.on o^e 
band Saxony was invaded by the troops oF the circles, 
^and^n the other his Capital was threatened by .Genqr^l 
Haddick: his army marched by FurslenwoWe to Ldbil^ ; 
.and aiiter iialting some days in the caiup of Wulcow^ till 
the bridges on the Oder, near Reitwein, a league fropi 
CustriD, were fjnisheti, passed the river in the night, 
l>etween the 10th and 1 1th of August^ without any op- 
position oi; ^ny loss. The passage being completed, the 
%xtny formed near the village of Etcher, and pursued Us 
march to Bi&choffiree. Tbe reserve, under. Lieutenant- 
general Fink took post on the eminences between Bis- 
choffree and Trettin ; thd vanguard occupied the- first 
of those, villages, behind whicli tl^e army pitched its 
.camp. ""^ ^ , 

On the twelfth, ,at two in the morning, .it began ils* 
iDar<!;h towards Reppln, but halted in the wopd, and 
l^ere Sora^sd^ and afterwards advanced to the enemy, 
still ice<^ping back, the left wing. As soon as the ad- 
vanced guard arxi-yed at the eminence which was 6ppp- 
sitp. (q.the,. enemy's left, ihp king'ordered several batte- 
. ries to Ji^e ^^ec^ed^ which, as well as (hose of Lieqtenant- 
•gener^j Finkyfieiytd with good eflect. After having 
c^nnpnaded the>eDi^y for some time, the vanguard ad-, 
va^ed. against ^hqir left wing with' little loss, and after 
a slight resistance, forced their {ntr^nchmet)(s, in whi^h 
were found sev^h^y-two pieces of canqon..! When the 
frukssif^i\$. wore masters of tlie intrenched hill, Lieute- 
.. < . nar* 
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• nant«generil fitk pasled the defile^ and joined Ae 
vanguard^ ^hkh formed again with the right wing on 
the hili> in order to attack the redoubts which the eneoir 
had raised -between that place and the vJHIage of Cttnr 
oersdorff. In order to rapportthts attack, new batteries 

' were erected on the hill, the effect of which, considering 

- the height of the placet, could not fail to be very consi- 
derable. - Fink made himself master of the redoubts 
with liltle tronbte-and little loss, andsome squadrons of 
horse secured the country to C linnersdorff. The enemy 
endeavoured to keep their ground there, by pushing 
forward several brigades of horse and foOt, but they 
were obliged to abandon it after a brisk resistance, and 
to fell back to the last of (heir redoubts.. The Prussian 
infantry passed through on one side of the village, and 
made themselves' masters of some redoubts, and of se- 
veral batteriesy and on the other hand, their cavalry fell 
very seasonably yipcn the Russian (bot whtn they w^ere 
retiring frooi the redoubt; but they met with batterica, 
and were obliged to avoid them. The enemy seeing 
themselves every where defeated, -except On their left 
wing, assembled all their- lorces, and- the wmahw of 
their ri^t wing, to maintain another redoubt, rai^ on 
a high eminence. The Prussian itAntry attacked U 
with the greatest valour, but were not able to cany h, 
both on account of its advantageous po«llioil> and of Ks 

- numeroufraflillory, which begAn to be auperior. A se- 
cond attack having succeeded no bettifer than the &it, 
the cavalry endeavoured to force' the enemy, and made 
several attacks with great impetuosity, but were always 
repulsed by- a dreadful fite of cannon, loaded with 
grape-shot. The enemy's cavalry had as, yet done no- 
thing} they seised this opportunity, broke Ifae Prussian 

iquadrans. 
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sf[uadron8, and forced il^em to (all back upon the foot? 
til lit occasioned a disorder on the left wing, which was 
iihng off by Cunnersdorff to support the right. The 
king employed every possible expedient to redress mat- 
ters, exposing' his own person to the greatest dangers^ . 
but without^effect ; almost all the general and other ofh* 
cers were either killed or wounded, and the prtvateroen 
being overpowered by the heat of the day, and the du« 
ration of the engagement, could not. gain the ascendant 
over^troops that were constantly relieved by fresh ones, 
and seconded by continual discharges of prodigious ar« 
lillery, most advantageously piaced. 

The army, therefore, fell back by Cunnersdorff to the 
first hilly furnished with intrenchn^ents, where it endea* 
voured to maintain its ground ; scarce had it time to 
torm, when the enemy advanced in good order, and dfs- 
puted the post. They were beat back with great loss 
a.t the first onset, bajL the second effort succeeded ; the 
Prussian army then began to retreat by the defile, and 
rallied on the eminences which General Fink occupied 
before the battle. ' On the t3th, in the raornhig, the 
army returned to the camp of Etscher, and having pas« 
sed the Oder at four in tlie afternoon, went to encamp at 
Rietwein. 

<* By this plain and true'accoiuit, (says a letter by a 
Prussian officer^ who was in iKe battle, which, in the 
main, differs little from the description, given by the 
enemy), we may easily conceive, that if the va- 
lour of our troops was forced to yield this time to the 
giceat superiority of numbers, and manifest advantage of 
the enemy, both in the ground and in the artillery, the 
wliole of their exploit is nothing more than repelling 
our attack, and preserving their position ; for they ven- 

▼OL. II. 2 » lure 
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lured neither lo parsoe at bejond the (ieU of battle, nor 
to nolesi uf in repowing the Oder* We know, on the 
contrary, they lay all night on their arms, for fear of a 
(tesh aclion. After this, if, in the opinion of the whole 
world, a victory is to be judged cif by ils consequences, 
this will appear very inconsiderable, Jl is certainly, far 
from deservipg to be compared to the victory of Zorn^ 
dorf, or any other battle where the advantage was on 
our side. The consequences of this action are like the 
fruits of the surprise at Hoclikirchen last year. By 
these advantages, which were rather in our favour, the 
enemy have only hitherto gained an opportonity of car- 
' rying devastation into the greatest part of our couirtry. 
I^ us return to the particulars that remain to be men- 
tioned. 

'« After halting some days in the camp at Reitwein, the 
king led His army to Furtenwalde, and curled ihe enemy. 
in such a manner, that, though they .passed- the Oder, 
they durst neither advance to Berlin, nor attempt any 
thing on their march, which they directed towards Lu- 
satia, in order to be near Mareschal' Daun. The king 
followed the Russians close, and encamped at WMow, 
still at a small disftancejrom their army. Bis majesty 
could npt prevent an interview between the commanders 
in cbiel of the two armj^s alOaben, oor the succoars 
which they (hought proper lio send to ope another, nor 
could we hinder SollikuS* from drawing reinforcements 
from Poland; whereas we had received no' other reib-^ 
forcement but $Qme cannon and battalioha, seven sq«ia« 
dront, winch General Kleiot brought us from Swedish 
Pomerania. We liad received neither recruits nor re-' 
covered men^ the latter beii^ left at Berlin io'f&TOi a 
Slew corps against the Swedes ; nor coUlch we hope for 
2 . . any 



fiATlTLG OF CUNNERSJ>ORFr« ?95 

any ^support from Prince Henry, with whom the enemy 
had eniirely cut off our communication. However un- 

- fortunate these circumstances might be, the king never- " 
thcless maintained hi* camp at Waldow, oppo^ke 16 the 

'leneraies'.lwo armies^ one of which alone was twice as 
^rong as his majesty's. He even did not hesitate to de- 
tach to Saxony, first- General Wunch with nine bat- 
talionSj and as many squadrons, and afterwards General 
.Fink, with twelve of the one, and eighteen of the 
other/' 

' Notwithstanding this considerable diminution, and 
according t« the Vienna Journal, Mareschal Daun fcad 
sent the Russians a fresh reinforcement of 20,000 men, 
Iheking continued to follow theol'in their march to Sile- 
sia, got there before (hem, and frustrated their design at 
Glogau^; \\\% majesty even offered them battle in- many 
places on their march, with part only of thai very army 
which fought at Cunnersdorff. According to exact lists, 
taken in the camp after the action, we lost in killed, pri- 
•onerj* aifid deserters, 7485, including 123 oflScers; our 
wounded amounted to 1 1, 1 19, of whom above 5000 re- 
covered. Of "sW the generals, only M. Pulkamraer was 
killed on the spot. 

The lieu!enant-g^n«ral3 Itzenplitz, Thilsen, Fink, 
Wedel,'Seiclli(z, ami the Prince of Wirtemberg, as also 
the major-generals Knoblauch, Klitzing, Itzenpliiz, 
Spaen, and Platen, Were only wounded. 

The Russians very indusfriou««ly concealed their loss, 
therefore it was never exactly known ; but if we may 

jqdge from (he discharges the Prussians made, it must 
at least equal that t>f their enemy. 

CunnersdorfF is a village in Silesia, near Frankfort, on 
the Oder. > ^ 

. 2 n 2 We 
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We rouit, for a moment, change (he scene of action^ 
to relate the circumntances of an event on the American 
continent, which at once filled the British nation with 
t\\e highest' satisfaction and regret. This was the con- 
, quest of Canada^ accompanied with the loss of General 
Wolfe, which, as his virtues and talents were of the 
highest order, so his death was an object of the sincerest 
and most general regret. From the relation of the cir- « 
cum^lances, and some account of the life of the deceased 
general, we shall return to the European continent lo 
pursue the regi^lar routine*of the distinguished batilcs 
which led to the concl jsion of the German war. 



SATTLE OF ABRAHAM AND SIEOE OF QUEBEC, 

The consequenee which attended the siege of Nia* 
gara, as well as ^hose upon Lake Champlatn, in 1759» 
were very interesting ; bat the great afid central opera* 
tion to which ail the rest tended, and to which event 
those were only subservient, was that against Quebec, 
the capital of Canada; and as this was to be the deci* 
sive sQ^oke* it was proper that the greatest force should 
have been employed against it. i( we reckon the inari« 
time force, there is no doubt that we employed a greater 
number of men against Quebec than against the Cham- 
plain Ports ; but the land forces, from some cause^ fell 
inucfh short of the number originally proposed ; for they 
did not exceed 7000 men, regulars. and provincials, 
though the original plan intended 9000 for that expedi- 
tion, independent of the junction of those under Gene- 
ral Amherst, whose assi<(tance on the occasion was taken 
for granted. In this expedition General Wolfe com- 
manded 
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manded (he land forces. The fleet was under Admiral 
Sann(!<>rs. 

' The whole embarkation arrived in the latter end of 
June, 1^59^, at the Isle of Orleans, a few leagues from 
Quebec^ without any accident whatever, notwithstand- 
ing the 111- fam^ of the river St. Lawrence, and the re- 
ports of its dangerous navigation, probably spread for 
political purposes. They landed on the Isle of Or- 
leans, which is formed by the branches of the river St, 
Lawrence. This island is about twenty miles tn length,^ 
and seven or eight rn breadth, highly cultivated, and af- 
fording every kind of refreshment to the soldSers and 
sailors. 

As this islund extends quite up to the bason of Que* 
bee, it was jnecessary to possess tt, in order to act 
against the town; /or the inost westerly point of this 
Island advances toward an bigh point of land on the 
continent, called Point Levi. Both of these shut up the 
northern and the southern^ which environ the Isle of 
Orleans, so that the harbour of Quebec appears to be a 
bason land-locked upon all sides. The possesston of 
borh these points were necessary, as they might be em- 
ployed with great advantage against the town, or much 
to the annoyance of the besiegers; for whilst the ene- 
my continued masters of those, it was impossible for 
a ship to be in the harbour of Quebec. When theite 
posts were possessed, which was done with little diS* 
Cu1ty, the harbour and town appeared full to the view> 
at once a tempting and discouraging' sight. 
' Quebec has a fresh*water harbour, capable of con- 
taining 100 men of war of the line, 120 leagues distant 
from the sea. it lies on the most navigable river in the 
Qniverse^ wbicb is navigable up to the Isle of Orleans 
2aS & 
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that is 1 12 leagues from iu mouth, 1» no where lesrthan 
four or five leagues broad, but above ihat isle it narrows, 
so thaibefore Quebec it is not a mile over. Hence this 
place got the name of Quebeis, or Quebec, which in 
the Algonquin tongue, signifies a straight. 

The city wa/j the seat of the governor and the inten- 
dant, ahd the supreme tribunals of justice, for all the 
Frvsoch North America; it is also an episcopal see, and 
^ place of considerable trade. It is large in extent, and 
elegant ih many of its buildings, both public and pri* 
vate* It consists of an upper and lower town; tho 
lower, which is narrow, being built upon a strand at the 
•fool of a lofty rock, upon which the upper town stands. 
This rock extends itself, and continues with a bold and 
steep front, westward along the river St. Lawrence, fpt^ 
a considerable way. Another liver from the N. W. 
called St. Charles, falls here into the formerr washing the 
foot of the rock where Quebec stands ; the point on 
which the town is built tHus becomes a sort of peninsula, 
by the junction of these rivers ; so that, whoever attacks 
Quebec, must either make his approaches abave the 
town, and overcome the precipice which wehave men- 
tioned, or cross the river St. Charles, and attack it upon 
that side. . The former of those methods must appear to 
a prudent commander wholly unadvisable, and the latter 
extremely difficult. If the former method should be at- 
tempted, they would have that dangerous precipice to 
overcome, defended by the enemy's whofe force, which 
the attack would draw to this quarter. On the other 
hand, the country, from the river St. Lawrence to the 
northward, for more tfian five miles, is extremely rough, 
broken, and difficult, full ofrjvulels, gullies, and ravines, 
and &o Continues (o the river MontmoccQci, wiiich flows 

by 
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by the foot of a steep and woody hill. On the side of 
the river St. Lawrence is a bank of sand of great ex- 
tent, which prevents the approach of any considerable 
vessel. 

In this advantageous situaiioQ was the French army, 
posted u{)on what was deemed tlie only accessible side 
of Quebec, along from the river St. Charles to that of 
Monlmorenci, hilrenched at every attackable spot, with 
the river and sand^bank above-mentioned in their front/ 
and thick impenetrable woods in their rear. It is impos- 
sible to imagine a stronger post; a post at once more 
, defensible in itself, or better talculaled for succouring 
the cily on which side soever it ^hpuld be attacked,— 
Thus posted, they greatly exceeded in num()ers the be- 
siegers, being about 1Q,000 men, under an able, and hi- 
therto a fortunate commander, M. de Montcalm, who, 
though superior in number to the English, resolved to 
risk nothing, and wisely relied on the natural strength ol 
the country. . 

When Wolfe saw the situation of the town, the na- 
ture of the country, the number of the troops, and their 
position, though of a sanguine temper, and highly adven- 
turous, be begau to despair; but, however, another 
commander might haye. thought inaction in suchcirciim* 
stances justified to himself, or even to the world, by 
such strong appearances. Mfolfe resolved to leave no- 
thing unaltempted ; but amidst the choice of difficul- 
. ties which hiy before him, to pitch upon those where 
the valour of his troops might be employed with the 
best prospect of success. - 

As soon as he had secured the west point' of the Isid 
of Orleans, and that of Levi, he^erected batteries there 
of cannon and iportars, on the high ground, from the 

poin' 
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poinl of Levi which looks towards Uie (own ^ these 
fired continualljf upon the place; Admiral Saunders was 
stationed below the north channel of the Isle of Or* 
leans, opposite to Montmorenci ; Admiral Holmes wa» 
a4atIoned above the town, at mice to distract the enemy's 
attention, and prevent their attempts agamst the batt^ 
iie9' which played upon the town. 
. After thia wise disposition was made of the (iett. 
General Wolfe caused the troops to be transported over 
tbe Aorth channel of the river St. Lawrence to the 
iiortH>east of Monlasorencl, with the view of passing 
Chat iiver, and bringing the enemy to an engagement. 
Some heights, which coma^anded the enemy's intrench- 
ments, and a ford above, and anothei below the falls, en- 
eouraging hiiA to this attempt ; but upon reconnoitering 
the grottiui, the opposite shore was ftmnd so steep and 
woody, that beicould not hope to put his design in exe« 
cation, which was by moving towards the enemy's 
flank to draw hrm to an engagement. «To bring the 
French (o an action was his single object. He bad 
found that any attempts to assault the city would prove 
to no purpose, whilst the fleet could only batter (he 
bwer town, and must suffer greatly by the cannon fliid 
bombs of the upper, whilst they were employed in this 
inelTectuaf service ; for after the redaction of the low w 
. town, the pa^sdges to the upper were extj^Bmcly steep, 
and moreover so well intrenched, that this advantage 
#ould ptove IKtte towards the reduction of the place. 
' The only point left thereibre was, by ever/ mean«, 
to entice or force the enemy to an engagement, and to 
tfiis end no means were omitted, by sending detach- 
ments up the river, and by every appearance of a de« 
sti^ii to attack the town on that side. Birt^the Marquis - 

de 
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. de Montcalm, in choosing tils post, was w^ll apprized 
of its importance. He knew sufficiently the nature of 
the counlry up the river, and he trusted to il ; therefore 
he kept himself closely in his post, dispoting his parlies 

. of savages, in which he was very strong, in such a 
mcmner, as to make any attempt upon him by surprize 
absolutely impossible. In the mean time, from Que* 
bee, fire-ships 'and boats were let down the river to 
destroy the shipping, which, as they almost. 6Iled the 
channel, were greatly endangered. But b^ the extra* 
ordinary skill and vigibnce of Admiral Saunders, evefy 
vessel of the kind tliat was sent against them was towed 

. ashore without doing the least mischief. 

The general finding that all his efforts to decoy the 
enemy to an engagement had proved unsuccessful, andj 
sensible that they desired nothing more than to act de- 
fensively, until the season itself should fight for tbem, 
and oblige the English to retire, he came at last, in 
jpite of all difficuTties, to the resolution of attacking. 
tbem« in their intrencbments, on the side of Montnu>^ 
renci. The place where the attack was to be made 
was chosen with great judgment, as the only place there* 
abouti in which the artillery might be brought into use ; 
as there, and there only, the greatest part, or even the 
whole troops might act at once, and that there the re- 
treat, in case of a repulse, was secure, for a certain 
time of the tide. Having determined upon the place 
where the attack was to be, which was at the mouth of 
the river Montmorenct ; the best dispositions for it were 
made, both on the part of the admiral and the general, 
July the 30lh. fiut, notwithstanding that th^ whole 
was conducted with eqOal vigour and prudence, it was 
totally defeated by t>ne of those accidents which so fre- 
quently 
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quenlly interpose to the disgrace of human wisdom, and 
which demonstrate that she is far from being the sole 
arbilress of war. 

The English grenadiers^ who led (he altack., had or- 
ders, immedtatelj after their landing, to form themselves 
on fhe beach, bal, instead of forming themselves as 
they were directed, from the hurry and noise of their 
landing, or from an ill-governwl ardour, they rushed im* 
petuously towards the enemy's inirenchments, in the ut- 
most disorder and confusion, without waiting for th« 
corps which were to sustain them, and join the attack. 
, In this disorder they were met by a violent and steady 
fire from the intrenchments, by which they were throwni 
Joto great conftision, and obliged to shelter themselves 
behind a redoubt, which the French had abandoned ms^ 
their approach.' 

The general perceiving that H ^as impossible for 
those greivadiers to form under so severe a fire, tiiat tfie 
iHght drew on, a violent terhpest was gathering, itnd 
the tide began to make Out, saw clearly that he had no« 
thing further hfi than to order a retreat, with as little 
disadvantage as possible. He, therefore, called off 
timse troops, and having formed them behind Brigadier 
Monkton's corps, which was on -the beach in excellent 
Order, the whole repassed the river without molestation, 
the general exposing his person with that intrepidity 
which distinguished him both during -the attack and the 
retreat. 

The loss in this check was noUlnconsiderable, and 
the event, on the whole, was such as to discourage any 
further attempts an that side. They returned to ihe^ 
<ild measures. The general again sent some bodies 
above the town, and some men of war sailed op the 

'streaoor 
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stream for more (ban 4wdve leases. 'Th^y received in* 
telligence that the enemy had ac^asjied sojne magaxinea 
of provi<;ions' in the iotef ior .couDUy« and they proposed^ 
by getting between them and the tpwn, ,to draw the 
French arB)y from their intrenchments to the long-desired 
engagement; bi^t if they failed to compass t)i is, they 
might, at least, destroy the ship) of war which the 
enemy had in.thenvert and help to open a communis 
cation between them and General Amherst, on whcm? 
their expectations wefe fixed/ and who, they flattered 
ibehiselve!!, was on his mardi to their assistance. 
^ But though they succeeded in destroying some of \he 
enemy's magazines, there was nothing of great moment 
in this. They could not come near to ihe.meci of; war ; 
however, they received intelligence from some prisoners 
of the success of Sir William Joluison againitt Niagara ; 
they learned likewise that the French had smoothed. the ^ 
difficulties in the way of General Amherst^ by abandon* 
ing Crown-point and Tico^ider^go. But this intelli* 
^ gence, otherwise so pleasing, brought tl)em no prospect 
of the approach of any, -assistance frpm that quarter. 
The season wasted apace. The general fell violently 
ill, consumed by care, watching, and a fatigue too 
great to be supported by a delicate constitution, and 
a body unequal to that vigorous and enterprising soul ^ 
that it lodged. It was not enough for him to escape- 
from so great an expedition luicondemned and unap- 
plauded; to be pitied was, he thought, but a milder 
censure; be knew that^no military conduct can shine 
unless it be gilded by success. His .own high notions, 
the public hope, and the gocjd success of other .com« 
manders, all turned inward upon him, oppressed his 
spirits, and convicted disjippointment into disease. As 

soon 
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toon as he had a little recovered, he dispatched an ex- 
press with an account of his proceedings to England, 
written, indeed, in the style of despondency, but with 
such persptcuity, clearness, and elegance, as woold 
have ranked hln among our best writers, if his military 
exploits had not placed him among our greatest com- 
manders. 

He resolved, when be jsent away his account, to con- 
tinue the campaign to the last possible moment; after 
a deliberation with his officers, determined, that any 
further attempts at Monlmorenci were to little purpose, 
and that their prmcipal o]>er^ions should be above, the 
town, in order, if possible, to draw the enemy toan 
action. But the design of Wolfe was deeper and more 
particularly directed than it had been belbre. The camp 
at Montmorenci was broke up, and the troops were 
conveyed to the south-east of that vver, and encamped 
at point Levi. The squadron under Admiral Holthes 
made movements up the river iot several days succes- 
sively^ in order lo draw the enemy's attention as far 
from the town as possible. / This succeeded in some 
nieasare, for though it could not persuade the Marquis 
de Montcafm to quit his post, it induced him to detach 
M* de Bougainville with 1500 men to watch their move- 
ments, and to proceed along the western shore of that 
river, whilst the' English army directed its march the 
«aroe way on its eastern bank. 

When General Wolfe saw that matters were ripe for 
action, he ordered the ships under Admiral Saunders to 
make a feint, as if they intended to attack the French in 
their intienchments on the Beauport shore, below the 
town, and by their motions to give this femt all the ap- v 
pearanceof a reality that it really could have. This 

disposition 



/■•--'■ 



If..' 









^^^V ^^^^^^1 


# 


■■■\w illM^ ^^-^ ■ ^ 1 ^H 


1 JV*-^ 


,>v4 ijg^ . Ill ,_ ^H 


^BuMMlgBEBiaEiFiU'WII 


.^ms^ . "s^i! 1 




r ■--'■'■ ■/l'::J' 








t 










^Stm 


w ^ 




HMnil^^Ei^V 


-'M||;.|;l 

r 1 

li 







BATTtE OF ABHAHAM. 1^3 

;i£j;posh4on being made he)ow the lown, the general 
-embarked his forces about oi^ in the morning, and with ' 

' Admiral Holmes's divisipn went three leagues forther 
up the rWer. 4{ian the intended place of landing, in oi^' 
derio amuse the enemy and conceal his real design. . 
Then he. put thera into boats, and fell down silently 
wich the tide, unobserved by the French cenlincis p<»t- : 
ed abng the shwe, the rapidity of the current carried. 

r these boats a little belpw thq jntended place of attack* 
The ships followed them, and arrived just at the time 
which had been concerted to cover their landing, pon- . 
sidering the darkness of the night, and the rapidity of 
the current, this was a very critical operation, and it 
required excellent beads, both on the part of the marme 
and laml servfpe, to preserve a comniunibation, and. to, 
preventa discovery and confusiton- 

About one o'clock in the morning, September 12, 
17^^*^ the first embarkation consisting of four complete ^ 
regiments ; the light infkntry, commanded by Colonel 
Howe, a detachment of higfalandefs and the American 
grenadiers fell gently down the river m flat-bottomed 
boats, tinder the conduct of the brigadiers, Moncktoa^ 
^nd Mffrray; but General Wolfe accompanied them, 
and was among ^e first who landed. No accident oc- 
' <:uTred except their overshooting tbe intended place of. 
landing, owwig to the rapidity of tlie.tide.' As these 

- troops landed, the boats were sent off for the second ^ 
embarkation, which was superintended by Briojadier 
TovvnsJiend; in the mean time Ctfionel Howe, with the 
Jight iniantry and highlanders, ascended the woody pre- ' 
ciprces with admirable courage and actix^ty, and dis- 
lodged a captain's guard, who defended a small in- 

-trenched narrow. path, by which alone the olherforces 
vox*. II, 2 c ; could 
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could reach the summit ; they Ibeii mounted without 
fttrthec molestation; and General Wolf, drew them up 
in order of battle as they arrived. The Marquis de 
Montcalm was thunderstruck at the intelhgence^ that 
the English had gained the heigh4s of Abraham, and 
knowing the weakness of the city on that side, be was 
at no loss to determine that a general engagement wa% 
unavoidable. Advancing, therefore, with his whole 
force in such order of battle as shewed a design to flank 
the English forces on the left. Brigadier Townshend, 
with tiie regiment of Amherst, was sent to prevent it, by 
iorming Ws corps en potence, presenting a double (rani 
o the enemy, /The French were most advantageously 
posted, with bushes and corn-fields in their front, lined 
with 150.) of their best marksmen, who began the ac- 
tion with an irregular, galling fire; and this they kept 
«p till* it proved fatal to many of our brave aflkers,, 
singled out by them for destruciion, , 

About nine in tl>e morning the enemy advanced to 
■the charge with great order and resolution, but their 
fire was irregular and ineffectual ; on the contrary, the 
Biitish forces reserved iheir shot until the French had 
.approached within forty yards of their line, when they 
poured a violent discharge upon them, and continued 
the fire with the greatest activity and success. 

The gallant General Wolfe was stationed on tberigh'. 
at the head of Bragg's regiment and the Louisbourg 
grenadiers, the post of the greatest honour ; for here 
the attack was most violent.. As he stood dauntless 
> and conspicuous in tlie front of the line, he had beeii 
aimed at by the enemy's marksmen, and received a 
wound in his head; but neither pain nor danger had 
any sffea to make him retire fiom his station; having 

)wrappea 
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. wrapped a handkerchief ro^und'his head, he continued 
giving orderift without the least enMftbn; soon after, he 
received a ball in his belly, Ihi^ aho he dissembled, and 
a|dvanced at the head of the |frenadiers, with their . 
bayonets fixed, when another baH, most probably from 
Ihe same h^nd, pierced the breast of tbis intrepid hifero, 
who fell in the arms of victory, just as the enemy gave 
way, and at the very instant when every separate regi- 
ment of the British army seemed to exert itself for the 
honour of its own corps. The wounded general was 
carried to a small distance in the rear, where, roused 
from fainting fits; in the agonies of death by the loud 
cries of " They run I they run !" he with, great eager* 
ness /enqaired, *' Who runs?*' and being tokj the 
French, and that they were defeated, he added, in a 
fallering voice* '• Then I thank God, I die contented I'' 
and almost inttanlly expired. Much about the same 
time Brigadier-General Monckton^ the second in conJ. • 
jiifind at the head of the regiment of Lascelles, jell ;wh#ii ' 
the command devolved on Brigadier r General Town- 
abend, who had the honour of completing the victory. 

N^ever was a battle fought which did more honour to 
the officers or even to the' private men, of both sides, 
than this. The highest encomiums Were bestowed on, 
and justly merited by the Marquis de Montcalm, the 
French general, who was mwtally wounded ; arid who 
distinguished himself in his last moments by an affea- 
iionate regard fpr his countrymen, in writing a letter to 
General Townshend, to recommend the French pri- 
soners "^to that generous humanity by which the Bri- 
llsh nation has always been distinguished/' He died 
in Quebec a few diiys after the battle. His second in 
4J0flsmand was left' wounded in the .field, and Waston- 
• 2 c 2 ir0v * 



vcyed from (hence on board an English ship, where he 
expired the next dey. The death of Montcalm, whicb 
was an ioimpporlabie loss \o France^ in America, threw 
the Canadians into the utmbst consternation ; confusion 
prevailed in all then* councils held at Quebec, and, 
seeing theniselves invested by the British fleet, which 
with the troops were preparing, with all vigouc, for a 
siege, they surrendered the city of Quebeq upon terros 
of honour to the garrison, and advantage to the inh^ 
hitants, who were preserved in tte free exercise ofuheir 
.religion, and the possession of their civil lights until a. 
general peace decided their future condition.. 

This capitirlation is a circaa^stance which does the- 
.greatest honour to the judgment of General f ownshcnd, 
and Admiral Saunders, for the place was not yet com- 
plelely invented; the enemy were on the pant of re- 
cciviflg a strong reinforcement firom Montreal ; and M. 
le Bougainville at the head of 8P0. fresh meiv, with a 
convoy of provisions, were almost at. the gates of the ' 
town on the day of surrender, A new army was like- 
wise assembling in the neighbourhood, with which the 
',city continued to have a Iree communication on one 
^sidq after the battle ; and the British troops in a Utile 
timei ihe season being far advanced, must bav^ been 
obliged to desist from their operations from the seventy 
of jhe weather, and even to have retired vviib their fteet 
before the approach of winter. 

A garrison of 5000 men, under General Murray, 

!were put into the place, with a supply of provisions and 

, ^romunilion for the winter. - The fleet sailed to England 

soon after, fearing lest the setting in of the frost should 

lock Hiem uj> in the river St. Laurence. 

ThM» the capital of French Amei tea w*8 surreiideired 

to 
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to (fi« Eng1«sh> tffter a most severe cmnpaign of, thre^' 
nontkft; <and, perhaps, if the t^hole be consideredi 
ther? never was an enterprize of mch difficuitj carrksd 
on whfa a more gallant perseverance, or accomplished 
with more vigour and ability. A city strongs in sha»* ^ 
tfon and ibrttficaiions vi-ias to be attacked. An army, 
.greatly superior in nembers to Ihe besiegers. Was posted ^ 
tinder the Walls of th^t city, in an impregnable siti^a- 
tion. That army was to be forced to battle against the 
inclination of a wise and cautious coriamander* A thea« 
tre of more than five leagues was to be filled, afnd tho 
operations of that extent to be carried on in thet eye of. 
the superior army, by less than ^000 erf^n. in thiscoiv* 
test, with so many difficulties, one may say wifti natufo 
itself, the genius of the commander shewed il^Sfclf su^' 
perior to every thing. All the dispositiorts to ifhat dar- 
ing attempt near Silfery, on the heights of Abraliam, 
which at last drew Montcalm from his intrenchmenrs, 
were so many roaster- pieces in the art of war. But it 
Is certain that these things notwfthfttanding the extra- 
ordinary abilities of the general, could never have been 
compassed, Kad not the marme co-operated with* att 
unanimity, diligence, and skill, which neVer coflld have- 
taken place, but from that perfect love to their country^ . 
that animated all those who were concerned in^'thi^ e^e- 
pedition. ^ere was no muriounng or discontent, nor 
absnrd jealousy ; no mean competition betW(ien the (and^ 
and sea service, but the most aealous^ndeavours to se- 
cond each btherV efirorts,and the most generous inclina<- 
tions on each side to give a due praise to their mutual 
services.' ^ 

When the news of this decisive actton^rrived* in 
Kngland, ,ii may be conceived, but it is very difficult to 
2 c 3 deiei'' 
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detcriber the various emotions with which every one 
was effected. Bat two days before this came« was re- 
ceived the express which General Wolfe had sent off 
after the affair at 'Montmorenct. When the general 
doubted, the public, thought they had reason to despair. 
But whilst this gloom was ffresh, and in the midst of the 
general despondency, a secord express arrives, and, 
brings all at once an account of the victory, the taking 
oF Quebec, and the death of General Wolfe.. The ef- 
fect of such joyful news, immediately on such a dejec* 
iion, and the mixture of grief and pity which attended 
the public congratulations and applauses,^ was Very sin^ 
gular and affecting* The sort of mourning triumph 
which manifested itself on the Occasion, did equal ho- 
nouf to the memory of the genera), and to the humanity . 
of his country. 

The English nation, which never suffers any public 
service to go unrewarded, prpceeded to honour the me- 
rits of the living and the dead. The minister himself 
made a motion for this purpose in the House of Com- 
mons, and all the force of eloquence was displayed, in 
setting oS* these services in their proper light. Besides 
9L magnificent monument being voted for the deceased 
genera] in Westminster Abbey ; the living generals and 
admirals received the greatest honours — the thanks of. 
their country by their repesentatives. 

It is not known with certainty ifi what manner the 
French disposed of 4he remainder of their army after tlie 
Jbattle. of Abraham, or Q^jebec. It is probable that they 
retired towards MonH-eal and Trois Rivieres, the only 
'places of any consequence which they had left in Ca- 
"Bada. In order to deprive them of subsistence in any 
attempt they might be induced to make towards the re- 
' ' cover/ 
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eovery of Quebec in the winter, the country all along 
/ tlie river was laid waste for a very considerable extent p 
a measure, which for' the &ake of humanity we could 
have^ wished not to have been found necessary. 

Whilst the operations were thus successfully carried* 
en, on the river St. Laurence, General Amherst was not 
wanting in* his endeavours on the side of LakeChamp- 
lain. Though the retreat of the French (Vom Crown . 
Point and Ticpnderago, had left him- entirely master of 
Lake George, he found th^t the command of Lak« 
Champlain, was still an object of soine difficulty* M* 
Bourlemaque, who commanded in that part, had retired 
to the Isle de Noix, at the bottom of the lake, where h« 
had 3500 men strongly intrenched. He had likewise 
four stout-arpied sloops, by which he could easily defeat 
any attempts by boats. 

General Amherst found it n^essary to attain a naval 
superiority upon the C ham plain^' before he could hope, 
to push his operations any further ; but this was a work 
of so much time, that it was absolutely impossible to at/* 
tain the great end of the campaign, the coipmunication 
with General Wolfe, who was left in the manner we , 
have described, to the exertion of his own single 
^ strength. : The naval preparations were not pei^ectly 
a'ceoipplished before the 1 0th of October. They con- ' 
sifted of a ^t&att radeaux eighty-lpur feet in length 
and twenty io breadth^ which carried six twenty- four i 
pounders; the rest consisted of a brigantine and a sloop. 
Covered by these, the army was- embarked in boats, 
October the II th, in a most excellent disposition, and 
proceeded a considerable way upon the lake ; but as. 
the season was far advanced, and the wjeathej growing 
cold and tempeaiuous, h^ judged it highly dangerous tp 
. ' , ' ♦ ventur 
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venture His troops much upon the water iir open bat* 
teaux ; for the waves nm as high on this lake as at sea id 
a gale of wind. Benidej he could not hope at this ad* 
vanced season, to act at such a distance as the Isle de 
Noix, with any.elfect; he therefore wisely postponed 
kfs' operation on that side till another year, and content* 
ed himself for the present with the efforts of his little 
Inarine^ which exerted itself with great activity. They 
blocked up two of the enenyy's strongest vessek in a- 
bay ; but the French abandoned them in the night of 
October the 15ih, and sunk thern in deep water« the 
crews making their escape. These they were in hopes 
to weigh up. The French appearing no where to op* 
pose (hem, the armed sloops returned to Crown Point 
«oon after the troops^ which. were disposed in winter 
quarters. 

• Vl& proceed, in comprmnce with o\rr plan, to state 
Ah% fact4 and dates of which we have arrived at tbe 
knowledge respecting the young and accomplished ge- 
Deral, whose death we have just regrelled— of him 
•whom the muses still hold in their remembrance, as weli 
as the never-fading productions of an art which, by 
multiplying copies, tends no less than thitoi Printing, to 
perpetuate the memory of all that is great and worthy. 

James, the son of Lie at. -General Edward Wolfe* 
was born at Westerhamy in the county of Kent, January 
1 1 , 1736 ; a village which has been remarked for its po- 
^lltenew and inteUigcnce, aod which among other adorn- 
ments, has fihe honour of giving birih to the juutly-cele^- . 
bratedl>r. Samuel Boadly. His mother, of what fa- 
mily we cannot ascertain, was a»T elegant, well-informed 
woman, and to her there is :itile doubt bat that she 
•wed the principal^ part of his education^^ He was 

early 
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tt^rough the g^rrisofi^ havmg the train of artHtefy Hi ike ' 
vem, and the invalids in the rear^ both with their arms 
reversed. Their drums beat the dead march, mtnutis 
guns were 6red from the platform, and the colours half 
struck on the fort, while the bells of the town were 
tolled muHiedv forming a dreadful concert with thfe 
whole. -At the landport gales it departed alone for 
London, and on the 20th, at night, was privately depo- 
sited in the chirrch of Greenwich. Vast crowds of the ' 
populace assembled wherever it passed, with a decent 
solemnity highly complimentary to the character of the 
British nation. 

A mingled testimony of Joy and sorrow was exhibit- 
ed in the metropolis and principal town^on the occa- 
sion, but the delicate respect of -the village of Wester- 
ham, in.whieh the mother of General Wolfe remained, 
forbade the smallest marks of joy that should remind 
her of the loss she had sustained in theiV gain. A so« 
Jemn silence prevailed there amid the tumult of sur- 
jrounding guns and illuminations, nor could the -meanest 
peasant while he rejoiced in his country^ conquest -sup- 
press the generous sentimeivt. 

A monument to his memory, executed by Wilton, at 
, 4he expence of the nation, was erected in Westminster 
Abbey, and Mr. West painted a fine historical picture 
of ilie battle, representing the expicing general listening 
to the sounds of victory, from which a p'ate wa) 
i)eauti fully engraved by WooUet. 

The following letter to a friend on a subject of im- 
portance to the military character is attributed to' 
-General Wolfe io a recent pubHc journal. 

'* You cannot find mt a more agreeable employment 

than to serve or oblige ypi^ and 1 wish with all my heart 

•^ tha*^ 
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that my indinalionfi and abilities vvere of equal forbe* I 
don^t recollect what it wa^T recommended to'Mr. — -t-'s 
nephew^ it might be theCorepte deTurpin's book* whicb 
was certainly worth looking into, as it contains a good 
deal of plain practice. Your brother^ no doubt, is mas-' 
ter of the Latin »and French languages, and has some 
k-nowledge of the mathematics. Witiiout the last h^ 
can never become acquainted with one considerable 
branch of our business;'(he construction of fonifications, 
and the attack and defence, of places ; I would advice' 
^him by all means to give Up a year or two of his time, 
now whi'e he is younjr, if he has not already done it, 
to the frtudy of the mathematics, because it will greatly 
facilitate hig progress in military matters. ' A^ to the . 
liooks {which are -fittest for his purpose he may be- 
gin !;vilh the King of Prussia's regulations for his 
horse and foot, where the economy and good order oC 
the army in the lower branches is extremely correct* 
Then there are the Memoirs of the Marquis de Santa 
Cruz, Ferquierej Montecuculi ; folard's Cummenta-| 
ries upon Polybius ; the Projet do Tacliqiie, ou la Pha- 
lange, conpl^e et doubl^e i L'Altaque et la Defense des 
Places, par le Mars, de Vaubon ; Les Memoirs de Gou- 
Ion, Llngeniear de Campagne.par St.Remi, /brail (hat 
concerns artillery ; of the ancients, Vegelius, Cae^ar^ 
Thucydides, Xen^phon's Life of Cyrus, and the retreat> 
of the 10,000 Greeks. I don*i fnention Pol)bius, be-, 
cause the Commentary'^ and Hrslory generaWy go toge-. 
ther of later days. Davila, Gui€ciard:ni, Strada, the 
Memoirs of Due de Sully., '' ' 

" There is abundance of military kpovvledge i9 be 
picked out of the lives ot Gusiavus Adolph.us' and 
Charles XII., Kings of Sweden ; also of Zisca the Bo- 
hemian $ 
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hemian ; and if a tolerable account could be gptof tho' 
escpldilaof Scaaderbeg, it would be inestimable ; for he 
excels all tbeofiicers, ancient and modem, in the con- 
duct of a small defensive army/ I met with him in the 
Turkish history, but no where else^ The lifeof Secto- 
rius contains many fine things this way ; there is a boQk 
lately published, that I have heard commended, '* L'Ast 
de la Guerre pan Pratiqae;" I* suppose it is ceUeded 
from all the best authors that treat of war ; and there is 
a little volume, entitled *' D« la Petite Guerre, '' that 
^Okur brother should take in his pocket, when he gom 
upon daties and detachments. The Mar^al de Puy- 
segur's book too, is in esteem* I believe Mr. -— **- will 
think this catalogue long enoagh ; and if he lias patience 
to read, and adeshre to apply, as I am persuaded he has^ 
the knowledge contained in them, there is wberewitbed 
to make him a. considerable person in^ his profession, 
and of coarse very useful and serviceable to bis conn% 

* ^ In general, the Hves of all great com matiders, and 
all good historians^ of warlike nations, will be very in- 
structive, and lead him naturally to imitate what he 
must necessarily approve of. In these days of scarcity, 
and in th§se unlucky times, it must be wished that ail 
our youiig soldiers of birth and education would peruse 
them." 

^Returning to oar regular progress on the European 
continent, we arrive at 

THE BATTLE OF PRJnsCH. 

^ Prince Henry of Prussia having taken up his camp ^ 

Slrehla, on the 24th of October, 1759, General Rebeh- 

(ish was detached by his;; highness i^ Duben> a small 

VOL. II. 2d '* tow** 
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^ town \ipoh the Mulda, as well in prder to observe the 
fnotions of the enemy from Eullenberg to Leipsic/as to 
watch the rear of our caaip« in case the enemy should 
-attempt to get behind, jund ciit off their communication 
with Wittemberg. Intelligence was received in the af^ 
iemoon of the 25th, that the Austrians had pushed a 
strong party through the woods behind our right, and 
got possession of Voglesang, some other villages, and 
the small town of Dommitsch, by which means our 
camp was entirely surrounded, having the Elbe on the 
left^'andthe Austrian posts on the other three sides 
Belgoun^^SchuIdau, Rochwitz, and DommiUch, M. 
which last place Due D'Aremberg commanded a body 
/of about 1 6,000 men. His royal highness thereupon or-^ ' 
dered General Fink's corps, which wa^ in the rear of 
our camp, to march towards Voglesang, from whence 
the Austrians were driven after a smart cannonade of se- 
veral hours^ and some firing of small arms ; and Gene- 
ral Fink was left m that post. 

On the 2oth his royal highness,, who found it imprac* 
ticable to dislodge the enemy from Dommitsch, with- 
out grteat loss of men, detached in the evening General 
Wunsch, with six battalions and some cavalry, across 
Ihe Elbe to Wittenberg, where he was to be joined to 
Genejral Rebentish's corps, which bad retired from that 
place to Duben upon the approach of the Austrians. 

On the $7 Ih and '28lh, some Prussian generals were 

4ent \o reconnoitre, and to make an appearanceas if his 

royal highness intended an attack on the enemy's right, 

n order to .draw M. Daun's principal attention to that 

quarter^ 

Early in the morning of t! e 29th, jDuc D'i^retnljerg 
decamped fr^m DommitKh^ in order to occupy the 

heights 
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heigiitsnear Pretsch, a lown in Saxony ; but upon per- 
ceiving the van of General Wunsch's corps, which was 
marching that way, immediately formed in order of 
battle. General Wunsch, whose whole force, joined 
to General Rebentish's, did not exceed 5000 men, post- 
ed himself with some dragoons and hussars, on iherising 
grounds, and waited till tlie arrival of his ipfantry wilh 
the artillery* He then began to cannonade the Aus- 
trian corps, which, during all this time never attacked, 
or attempted to dislodge him. The enemy wassthrowo. 
into confusion, and suffered greatly by the oannonade, 
which lasted almost the whole day,j and his1(|^l high- r 
ne.« look 1200 prisoners, among whom were'i^ieute- 
iidnt-General Gamming, who cororoanderf th(^ rear- 
guard, and twenty officfers of lesser note. Th^Aus- 
trians likewise lost in the action some cannon, a great 
part of iheir tents, and a very large quantHy of b^^g- 

_ gage* 

His- royftl hrghness had joined G^ieral Fink'^s corps 
at Voglesang, about eight o'clock the same morning, iq 
consequence of a plan that had been concerted upbn. 
Due D'Aremberg's detachment, which was to have 
been made by Qeneral Fink's corps in front, while 
another body was to endeavour to intercept their re- 
treat, if tiiey. attempted it through the woods; but the 
Austrians had decamped from Dommilscb, and instead > 
of pursuing their first design of occupying Pretsch, had. 
Upon meeting General Wunsch's corps, resolved to 
march ta Duben, and there to pass the Mulda. 

General Fink marched on the 30th to Duben, where 
more prisoners were taken, so that the whole naiftber 

^ was said to amount to 1500. The loss on the, side of 

Ibe Prussians was very incoiTsiderable. General Fink 

^ D 2 could 



S06 llAftVIAL KftClSTEk. 

could follow the enemy no" farther on accoani of a 
sti'ong reinfoiceoieiMi which was tent them. 

On the 16th* of November, Prince Henry faetng in- 
danker of having bis commanication wilh Torgaa cut 
o(f, nemoved to a strong camf), near Stuhia, by which/ ■ 
and the river £lbe» hit left ilank was covered ; hii 
right was piotected by a wood; and an impassable 
morass stretched along great part of his front : in this 
advantageous position he remained tili the lOefh of De* 
cember. 

^ Pretsch is a town in Saxony, of little other real im- 
porlenc« than that wluch has been attach^ tokby this 
ofl^ir* 

BJTTLE OF MjiXEN. 

* The\ing of Prassia, after his defeat by the Rassians, ^ 
at Cunnersdorf, returned to Saxony, on whieh the ar- 
my of the empire retired, and Mareschal Daun, notwflh- 
slaiHing his many boasted 'advantages, fell back towards 
Dresden, at the appearance of a defeated army. All 
the king of Prussia's posts were unmolested, andafler 
all his tosses, and all his necessary detachments, he f/tiH 
saw himself at the head of a gallant army of .60,000 . 
men, ready to execute the most desperate orders in de- 
fiance of the extreme cold. 

It is true that M. Daun was superior to him in num- 
bers, and yet more so in situation ; he could at any 
time take possession of the famous camp at Pima, where 
he could not be attacked with any prospect of success ; 
but then the freezing of the Elbe, the snow on the 
mountains, which divide Bohemia from Saxony, and 
/the continual molestations which might be expected 

.from 
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from the Prussian parties, made ihis sutuation as danger* 
ous in some respects as it wasi desirable in others. 

It was the opinion of many^ that these advantages on 
the side of the king of Prussia, well pursued, wilhopt 
aiming at more, would in a short tim^ have obliged M. 
Daun to relinquish his stroing post, and to retire into 
Bphemiaj abandoning Dresden^ and with it all the fruil<&« 
of a victorious campaign. But the king possessed by . 
an idea of-the ill situation of the Austrians, tbought'that 
advantages of greater moment, and more decisive, miglU 
be drawn from it. He knew that the passes. ^nto Bohe^ 
mia were so difficult, that by some posts properly chosen 
and strongly gua/ded, the subsistence of the Austrian^ > 
might be made impracticable, and.abat even their re* 
treat rendered so difficult/ that Mareschal Daun would 
find himself compelled to fight ^ at a disadvaotage, and 
to put to the hazard of the field ^U that bis paution and 
prudence had been so long and painfully procuring. 

Upon this plan, the king having obliged M.. Daun to 
retreat as far as Pfanen, advanced himself as far as Kes- 
seldorf, and ordered General Fink, with a very strpng 
corps, to turn the Austrians, and seiz^ the defiles of 
Maxen and Ottendbrf, through which alone it seemed 
possible for the Auslrians to communicate with Bohe- 
mia. This was so successfully execute^], that there ap*^ 
peared no doubt that the king had effectually secured 
one of bis principal objects, and 4iad piaced Daun be* 
tweenHwo fires. , . 

Whilst the Prussians enjoyed (his security, M. Datin, 
who was aware of their design, had so occupied all the 
eminences about this rough and dangerous place, and 
all the passes into it, that the Prussians were hardly aU 
tacked when their fate seemc^ ine^i^itable. li is proba- 
.« D 3 We- 
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ble that they had got loo 4r into these defile^ and had 
not taken proper measures to seoui^ a retreat, or any 
sort of communication with the grand army. Th^y 
became too late sensible of their situation, and they 
made, for a whole day, the most intrepid efforts k) dis- 
engage themselves from it, but they were foiled in 
every attempt, with considerable loss of men^ and most 
of their artillery. 

Night put a stop to the engagement. The Austrians 
employed it eflfectually to entangle the Prussians, by 
l^uarding with ^double strength and vigilance, every - 
avenue through which it was possible for them to escape. 

*So that when the morning appeared (Nov. ihe26tb, 
1759) they saw the Mils covered upon every side with 
great bodies of their enemies, and every defile present- 
ed a wall of bayonets, through which it was impossible 

. to penetrate. Thus galled with the losses of the pre> 
ceding day, in which it is said that they had exhausted 
almost aH their ammunition^ stripped of the greatest part 
of their cannon, surrounded by the enemy on all quar- 
ters, no resource, no prospect of relief appearing, the 
army lost aH hojBie and all spirit. To make any efforts 
in this condition. General Fink thought would oo/y be . 
ia throw ^way, unprefitably, the lives of many brave 
men, which might be reserved for a more hopeful occa- 
sion. He, therefore, notwithstanding the known rigour 
of tus-master, th^ apparent shame of the thing, and the 
thousand circumstances of embarrassment that must have 
arisen to a man of honour at such a juncture^ came to a 
resolution of suf rendering the whole army prisonert of 
war. Nineteen battalions and 55 squadrons, composing 
near ^,000 men by the Austrian account, above 12^000 
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Iby thelPraftian confesiion, 64 pieces of cannon, many 
standards and coloars^ were taken on this occasion. 
* It was unquestionably the gr^test bfow which tbcT 
'Prussians had felt from the beginning of the war> cbnsi* 
dertng th« crilicai liinei the Dtifnbers tak«n, and the 
loss of reputation which arose from ^he manner in whicK 
tliey were taken. It is no wonder that such an extrabr- 
ilinary advantage, thus cheaply obtained, should greatly 
ha^e elevated the friends of the House of Austria. They 
had turned the tables upon the Prussians, and had 
caught their enemy in the very trap which they laid, as 
they thought, with such address for theob They had 
now received a fuil indemni^cation Aw the capture of . 
that Saxoq army, which had surrendered in much the 
same manner, and very near this place^ in the year 
1759. 

The king of Prussia had no time to reco%'er from this 
stroke, under which he was yet staggering, when he 
received another blow, and a severe one. General 
V Durecke was posted at the right o£ the Elbe, opposite 
to Missan, but on the approach of a larg^ bodjr of Aus* 
trians (December 24, 1759) they prepared to retreat 
over (he river into that place, into which they thought 
Iheir retreat secure ; but having been obliged by a hard 
frvst to lyithdraw their biidge of boat«, a thaw 8U{»er- 
vening, when they attempted to lay a bridge of pon* 
toons, so many great fragments of ice floated in the rU 
ver, that they found it impracticable ; they were there- 
fore, under the necessity of passing their army over in 
boats. Whilst they struggled with these difficulties, 
their rear guard was attacked by the Austrians with 
great fury, and ail the men that composed it, together 
with the general^ were killed or made prisoners. The 
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loss of the Prussianv on thift occasion, h safd to have 
been 3000 killed and, taken ; and Ibis secood surprise 
brought a new discredit as well as a great detriment to 
the Prassian arms. 

Mareschal Daufi was not so carried away with this ' 
, iiood of success, as to depari jn the least degree from . 
his usual cautions manajgement. Two advantages were 
now obtained, wbich^ with a Pew efforts, might be tm* 
proved to the entire destruction of the King of Prussia ; 
at least, many generals would have thought so. But 
M. Daun thought, that the saijfie Conduct, which, with, 
no risk, had reduced the king so low^ was the most, 
likely, if pursued, to bnng on hi» entire rain. He re- 
solved to give that monarch no sort of chanc6 to recover 
his fortune. Daun, after the two great victories of the 
Kussians, his allies, and aAer the two great victories he had 
himself newly obtained, retired behind Dr^esden ; and, 
as if he had been beaten as often as he was victorious, 
he took refuge in the iippr^gnable camp at Rirna, having 
so disposed matters, that the King of Prussia, now too 
weak to send out any great detach menis, could not pre*. 
Vent his communication with Qohemia. 

Maxen is a small village, situated on the road between 
Saxony and Bohemia, near Dippoldswald. 

Leaving the two armies for a moment in their respec- 
tive situations, we turn to another quarter of the same- 
seat of war.^ 
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On ibe 28th of November, 1759, early in Ihe morn- 
ing, Ibe liefe^itrBry Prince of Brunswick ajad Prince 

. Charks of B^vern, set oat from Marburgb with the k>l* 
lowing regiments, vi«. De fioflcb^ Hanoverian diragoons, ^ 
Prince William md Prince Frederic of Heise cavalry, 
two baUalfons of the regiment of guards, and two of 
Imbot^s of Rrunswick ; tfee regiment of grenadiers, 
Hessians, and that of Bian&bacfa ; 1 00 bunters of Trim* 
bach's corps, one sqaadron of white, and one of black 
hussars. This corps Waving left their baggage behtod, 
loarched the same day to Kjldorf and Hei«ersbaiusen« 
and the following, being the 29tb, to Angersbach ^ their 
vanguard having in tlietc way gc^ianllj fepnbed abedy 
of the enemy, consisting of the volunteers of Nasiaii* 
The i}KO battalions of the regimeat of guards, and Ibose. 
of the regiment of Imhoff, and Bosch's regiment of dra- , 
goons, lay that night at Angersbach* Prikice Cbarles 
with the other regiments, at Lanterba^. Tba hutsart 
and the volunteers of Trimbaeh, were posted fufther off,* 
at Saoderliausen, and the beredUary prince passed ihm 
whole niight at ihe advanced post of the hussars* 

At ono o'clock in the morning of the 30th, the whole 
corps was again put in motion, and marched directly to- 
wards Fulda. As the enemy did not in the least expect 

^ this visU,-no troops were met on the road. At a h'ttle 
distance from Ful(la, the hereditary prince having or* 
dered the whole corps to be drawn together, behind the 
nearest hei^t, and the hussars to march forward^ hjs se- 
rene highness went in person to r^onnoitre, almost u{> 
to the gates of the town. 
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The country about Fulda forms a plain of iolerably 
even ground, (he right of wlrich is watered by a river 
of the same name« (he fields on this side from a long hol- 
low way, on one side of which the Wirtemberg troops 
bad ranged themselves Tn smalf bodies, on separate spots 
of ground, the hussars and yellow dragoons drew up in 
front of those troop* so irregularly posted. 

In the meantime, his serene htghness's troops, both 
borse and foot, went round the hill, and proceeded in 
their march, without interrnptfon, to* the aide of the 
lioUow way in such a manner; that they were soon en« 
abled to take post upon the flank of the regiment? of 
Wirtemberg, who by degrees retreated into (he towi>. 
The cannons were firing upon them (he whole tim^ 
they were filing off; 

The enemy's infantry having made some show of 
forming themselves in the square of^ the town', some 
howitzers were played upon them, to drive them from 
thence* . 

The whole corps of the enemy having then passed 
through the tow^ the hussars and yellow dragoons, led 
on by the hereditary Prince of Brunswick with the Hes- 

^ sian grenadiers, and Bosch's regiment, passed it likewise 
in the pursuit, whilst PrinceCharlesof Bevern went round 
the outside of i(, and passed the river over the bridge. 

The enemy in their retreat shut all the gales of the 
tbwn after them ; but they were forced open by our 
cannon. Our troops found on the side of the town 

'thc'jenemy*s(iiree battalions of grenarjiers, and the regi- 
ment of Wernich, formed again in order of battle, as if 
with an intention of defending themselves; but the rest 

* of the troops of Wirtemberg had drawn towards the 
left, and retired as fast as possible^ 

The 
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The hereditary prince ordered immediately aJI the 
husiar§, and fiosch's regiment of dragoons, to advance 
upon the said four battalions, and in the meantime his 
serene highness, ivith the rest of the troops, filed oft 
abng the heights of the ranks, till he f<Hind himself able 
to gain the enemy^s flank; It was then we broke in 
jipon them; and though they fired in the best manner 
they coald, there were but six killed and ten wounded 
on our side. , Count Platen Capiain. was killed in the 
first onset by a cannon-ball. A considerable number of 
tiie enen^y was cut to pieces, and the rest having thrown ' 
down their arms, were Inade prisoners of war, together 
with all their officers. We took from them two pieces 
of cannon, two pair of cplours, and their baggage. 

The next day, the 1 st of December, 910 pmoners 
were sent to Uirschfield^ under an escort commanded - 
by Major Marchal. The rest of the four battalions were 
ieilber killed or very much wounded. Our hussars had 
been in pursuit of those of the' enemy, who went oflf 
before, the action/ and had taken the greatest part of 
their baggage, carriages, waggons, &c# 

The Duk'e of Wirtemberg w^s in person with his 
Corp8> which he had just then drawn up for a feu dejoye, 
so.l-hat these regiments were in their best cloathing. 
The duke had invited alt the ladies in the town of Fulda . 
to his table, and to a ball, which be intended to have 
given that Very day. But upon the unexpected news 
of the hereditary prince of Brunswick's being at the 
gates of the (own yvith his hussars, the duke thought 
proper to get off. TJiat part of his cavalry which was 
Dot taken, v^as obliged to decamp in haste with the rest 
of his' infalntry, and file off in the presence of the ene- 
iDy« on the other side of Fulda; one of these regim^ts 

' of 
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of amUy, the graoidiers, and lbs r^tfneaft of Wer- 
nidi, weie cMNMiidBd ki a v«ry disosderij maoner^ 
wbich enabled thek opponenU 10 cul them so easily to 
pieces with so liuie loss. 

Fulda is a Umn in GeroiaDy, situated in ilie cirde of 
ihe upper Rhine. 

The aifiicting campaipi of the year 1759^ on the Eii» 
rvpeancQBiineatf afibrding lilUefortheff of eyencomoiofi 
interest, weskaU retiiui to the Anericaa scenery /where 
outr serroiws bave>been lately minfj^ with the actiona 
anddiealboftbeaBiiableandimfliortal Wolfe. 

THE SITGt OF QUEBEC. 

Major-general Murray was left, after tfte baltle of 
Abraham, to command the garrison of Qde^, aineui)4«- 
ing to about 60po men, and a slvong squadron of ships 
was stationed at Haj^fax, in- Nova Scotia, under the di*- 
recfion of Lord ColviU an able and esipetienGed oflScer* 
ivho bad dtiectionsto visit Quebec in the beginning of 
the summer of 1760, as man as the river St. Laurence 
should be navigable; and General Amherst, the com- 
maader-tn-chief of the ibroes in America, wintered in 
New York, tha<t he might be at hand to assembfeiiis 
troops in the spring, and recon»nience his operations for 
|he eolire redaction of Canada. General Murray neg« 
lected. no slep thai could be taken, by the most vigilant 
ofivcer, for mainlaintng the important conquest of Que-' 
bee, and subduing aii Lower Canada ; the inhabitants 
of wbich actualiy submitted, and look the oath of alle* 
giance to the king of Great Britain- The garrison^ 
however, within the .walls of Quebec, su^ei^ed greatly 
liroiii the excessive. coki io the winter, and iW vraju of 

vegetables 
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Yegefables and fresh provisions, Insomuch, thaf,, before 
the emi o? April, 1000 soldiers were dead of x the scar- 
vy, and Iwice.tfiat number renrfered unfit for service. ' 
Such was the situation of thte garrison, wiien Governor 
Murray received undoubted inteJligence^that the French 
commander, the Chevalier de liOuis, was employed in 
assemhh'ng his army, which had been cantoned in the 
neighbourhood of Montreal : that from the inhabitants* '^ 
of the country* he liad completed his eight battalioas 
regimented forty companies of tiie troupes-de^colonie,* 
and determined 1o undertake the city of Quebec, whe4i« 
cfver the river St, Laurence should be clear of ice, that 
he could use j;iis four frigates and other vesscls,l)y means* 
of which Ke was entirely master of the river. 

The brigadier, considering the city of Quebec as no- 
other than a strong cantonment, had projected a plan Of 
defence, by extending lines, and intrenching hi $ troops' 
on the heights of Abraham, which> at the distance of 
800 paces, entirely command the ramparts of the city > 
and might have been defended by a small force Against 
a foimidable army. Fascines, and every, other necessary 
for this work, had been provided in the month of April ; 
the men were set to work dpon the projected lines, but 
the earth was so hardened by the frost, that it was found 
iropracticabie to proceed. Being inA)rmed,'that on the 
n^ht of the 26th the enemy had landed at Point au 
Triemble, to the number of 10,000 men, with 500 sa- 
vages, he ordered all the bridges over the river Ca- 
grouge to be broke down, secured tlie landing-place at 
ISillery and the Faulon, and next day marching in per-. ^ 
son, with a strong detachment aqd two field'pieces, took 
pO:;5e8sion of an advantageous srtuation, and thus de- 
feated the scheme which the French commander i\ad 
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laid /or catting offihe posts which the English had esta* 
hliiliod. These being all withdrawn, the brigadier that 
s^oie afiesnoon marched back to Quebec* if^ith Utile or 
no loss although his rear was harassed by the enemy* 
Uere he formed a resoluiioii« which has beet) censttred 
by some critics in war, as a measure which favoured 
snore of youthiiil impatience^ and overboiling coura^, 
ihan o( the. military discretion, which ougi)t to distinguisk 
a commander in such a delicate situation; but it is more 
easy to censure with an appearance «f reason; than to 
act in such circumstances with any certainty of sugces5« 
Mr. Murray, in bis letter to the secretary of state, de** 
dared, that* although tlte enemy were greatly superior 
in number, yet, when he ^considered that the English 
forces were habituated to victory, vthat they were pro« 
vided with a fine train of ^Id artillery, that, in shutting 
tbem at once vvitbin the walls, he should bave risked his 
whole stake, on the sii^Ie chance of defendinga wretch* 
ed fortification; a chance which could be much lessee- 
ed by ^n action in the fieki, though such an action would 
double the chance of success; for these reasons he -de* 
termined to hasard a battle ; should the event prove un« 
prosperous, be resolved to hold out the place to the hat 
extremity ; then to retreat to the Isle of Qrleans, or 
Coudres^ with the remainder of the garrison, and there 
.wait for a reinforcement, in pursuance of these reso- 
lutions he gave the necessary orders over night, and on 
the 28th day of April, at half an hour past six in the 
morning, marched out with his IKtle army of 5000 men» 
whit h he formed on the heights in order of battle. The 
Eight brigades, commanded by Colonel fiurton, consisted 
of the regiments of Amherst, Anstrulher, Webb, and 
the second* battalion of loyal Americans ; the leA, uii« 
^ - . der 



dcr Colonel Frazer, was formed of the r*gitn€ntf •? 
Kennedy, Lascelles, Townsheiid, and ihe Higbl^ndetl. 
Olwaj's regiment, and tite third batlalion of lo^al Aito«- 
ricafts, constitated the eorp<^ de reserve* Majpr DalltBg^s 
corps of light infantry covered 4he rigto flank ; the left 
was, secured by Captain Hjiizeu's company, of rangefSr 
and J 00 volunt<e€r9j^nder the command of Cpldnel Do* 
nald Macdemald ; and eacii IxEiiialion warsupplied witl» 
two ftcldpiec^s. Brigifdier Murray having reiconnoitwd* 
Uie enemy, perceived llieir vati had taken possession of 
the rising gronndty about three quarters of a mile in his 
front, but fhatJheir army was^on their inarch ih 6Re ct>^ 
ktntn. Thinking this was the critical moment to attadc 
them before they were formed, Ji^ekdvanced tdwapd^ 
tfliem with eqtiafordec and expedition. They >/^ere sooir 
driven from (he heights, though not without a warf» di»- 
pate, dittring which the body of their army farmed. Thfeir 
van consisted of ten companies of grenadiers, two of vcr* 
^taefs, and 400 sava/^es ; eight battalions ibrrtied ih 
(owcblomm, with some bodies of Canadians in the io- 
terva1.s» cmistitttted their main body. Th^ip rear was 
composed of two battalions^ and some Canadians ki the 
ianfc^f and 3000 Canadians iormed (he reset v^ 'Their 
whole iirmy aifiattnted to upwards of 12,000 ineftv 
Mstjor DalHng, with great gaUantry, dispossess the 
greiiadiers of a house and wind-mill which 'th^j oedo^ 
pied, in Order to cover their left fbnk }. and in this at^ 
tack, themajorandsome of his officers feHMievenhefess, 
Ibe light infantry pursued the fugitives to a corps whicb 
was formed to sustain them ; there the pm-sa^rs halted^ 
and dispeirsed along the firont of the right; a circum*. 
itance^hicb prevented that wing frxMj- taking advantago 
pt tbo first impression they bad mado on the left of tM 
2*2- eneir 
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enemy. The VtglH infantry being ordered (o regain Ihe 
flank, were.jn attempting ibis motion, furiously charg- 
ed, and thrown into disorder:*. then ihey retired lo tlie 
rcfir ID SDch a shatfe/ed donditlon, that they could 
. never again be brought up during the whole action, 
Otway's regiment was instantly ordered to advance 
from Ihe body of reserve, and sustain* Ihe Hght wing, 
. which the enemy twice in vain attempted to penetrate. 
Meanwhile the leA brigade of the British forces did not 
remain inactive: they bad dispossessed the French of 
two rodottbts, and sustained with undaunted resolution 
the whole force of the enemy's right, until they were 
fiiirly tought down, overpowered by i^umbers, and re* 
iluced to a handful^ notwithstanding the a^islance ibejr 
received from the third battalion of loya/ ylroericans, 
which had been stationed with the body of reserve, as 
well as from Kennedy's regiment, posted in the centre. 
The French attacked with great impetuosity ; and, at 
length, a fresh column of the regihient de Roatilon 
penetrating the left wing of the British arniy, it gavo 
•way^ the disorder was soon communicated to the rights 
so that after a very obstinate dispute, which lasted an 
liour and three quarters, briga^i^r Murr^iy was obi/gecf 
to quit ihe field, with the loss of 100 men, killed or 
wounded, and tiie *gieater part of his artillery. The 
enemy lost twice the number of jnen, and reaped w 
essential advantage from their victory.. 
. Mv Murray, far from being dispirited by his defeat* 
po sooner retired withii) the walls- of Quebec, than he 
resolved to prosecute the fortiUcaiiuns of fh& place, 
which 1i ad been interrupted by the severity of Ihe win- 
ter; and the soldiers exerted themselves with incredi* 
Jbie alac;rify, not only in labouring at the works, but 
-• »lacy 



iiAso m (Im defencef of th^ toM^it^^ h^ftste ^^ch thef tMnf 
hsti 6peived t^enthes ott the very ^v^tiing 6( ih9i IttltteV 
Thfeer ^ips andiored 1^ (he Fdulod, Mow thectkikipt 
flDd for several dn)^ tjley W^e dito(^%ed ii^ laYldiiif 
th«ir ctfAnoA, n^Ytarif, ^ftd athttiunitidi^. M^aftWhil^ 
i^^y vt^orked hie^s!(8i^t>ly at (h^ilK iVertdiftS hef&l^ fh# 
iDwny srnd on (he l rtti day of May, Op^Md on« bomB 
bdtlery/aild (h/eebai(teriesof cai^tioA. Brlgadf^rMar-* 
«^ made (he necessarjfi dis^o^siiions to defbtid (He ^^4 
to the last ex(rei»iry ; he raised tWo^ coiraliefs, <«ohtkiv«^ 
some ottt-#arks and* planted. th<& rampart» #kf^ ira 
pieces of artillery, dragged (hither mdsltly by (hd ^It^ 
diefy. ^ 'I'hottgh the enemy caniionadedth^' plaice M^iftl 
|rrea( riv^eity the firrt day, thek fire sidbA ^ItfCk^iftfd^ 
tfndvtheit*ba(tefies were, m amafntier^ soon sJt*ne«dby 
(lie saperior fire of the garrison ; nevertheless, Quebec 
trottld' in all probability have reverted to its former ' 
evvnen, htfd a French fimi^Otti Etirope goL (he $tait tf 
an £nglish ftquadron in sailing up the river* 

%otd Colviile bad sailed from Halifax with the fl^ 
xMd&t his coffiiDatnd, on the 22d day of Aprii^ but Wa^' 
f^ttfi^ed in hh passage by thick fbgs, contrary wlndsj 
and great shoals of ice floating down (tie river, Go^ 
ifjodore Canton, who had sailed from Englai^d v^th if 
small rieihfbrceitient, arrived -about the begthningf of 
M^y srt the Isfe of Beek, tn the- river St;. La^t^noe^ 
where; with two ships, h^' purposed to wait for thcJi^^t 
of the sqtiadrOBr, which had Separated fVotn' hint irt'th^ 
passage; Hut one of the«(e, the LoWiesldfl^, eOrn'malici^ 
by Captain Deane, had entdrbd (lie Harbour of <^ebe<^ 
#n the 9fh day of May, and communrcatc^d to the gov^f* 
ifor the joyful news, i^t the squadron wets ^rived in 
(ili( riven GotiiitiodDte Sw^nioii lid MOoeP roeeiv^ in^ 
!l%% timatioi^ 
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:liin^lion that Quebec was besieged, Ihan he sailed up 
Ibe river with all.poasible expedition, and on the 15th, 
in the evening, anchored above Point Levi. The bri- 
gadier expressing an earnest desire, that the French 
iquadron above the town might be removed, the com- 
modore ordered Captain Schombirg, of the Diana, and 
Captain Deai>e, of the Lowestofie, to slip their cables 
early next morning, and attack the enemy's fleei^ con- 
sisting of two frigates, two armed ship», and a greai 
sumber of smaller vessels. They were no sooner in 
IDOtioOy than the French ships fled in the utmost dis* 
order. One of their frigates was driven upon, the 
yocks above Cape Diamond ; tlie other ran ashore, and 
vra's burnt at Ppint aa Tremble, about ten leagues above 
the town ; and all the other vessels were taken or de« 
stroyedl 

The enemy were so confounded and dispirited by this 
disaster, and the certain intormation that a strong Eng- . 
lish fleet was already. in Ihe river St. Laurence, that la 
Ihe follow tx^ pight4hey raised the siege of "Quebec, and 
ret(^ated vyim great precipitation, leaving their profU 
, siQns> implements^ and ailiilery, to Governor Murray, 
who bad intended to make a vigorous s^lly in the itoorii- 
sngj and attempt to penetrate iiito the. camp of the be^ 
siegers,' which, from the information of pnsoners and 
deserters, he conceived to be a very practicable' scheme. 
FQr this purpose he had selected a body of troops, ,wh6 
were already under afm^, when a Reutenant, whom he 
iiad sent lOut with a detachment to amuse the enemy> 
came and^ssured him that their trendies were abandon- 
ed, . He instantly inarched out of Quebec at^ the head 
of his forces, in hopes of overtaking and making somo 
iiRpres&ion on th^ir ifar, that, he might have apiple^re- 
N . : 3 venge 
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tenge for his late discomfiture ; but thejr had pawed the 
river Caprooge before he could corae up with their 
utmy ; however/ he took some prt^tonen;, and a great 
quantity of baggage, including their tents/ stores, mtt^ 
gazines of provision and ammunitiop, with 34 pieces of 
battering can npn, ten field-pieces, six mortars,, four pe- 
tard?, a great number of scaling-lad^Jers, intrenching 
, tools, and every implement for a siege. They retired 
to Xaques.Quartier, where their ammunition began to 
hWr and they wer« abandoned by- a great part of the 
Canadians ; »o that they resigned all hopes of succeed- 
ing against Quebec, and began to take measures for the 
preservation . of Montreal, against which the force un*. 
def General Amherst was directed. 
, The campaign of 1760, in Germany, seemed to lio*. 
ger in its commencement, from the effects of the two 
last preceding it, till some successes on the part of Prus- 
sia, (whose favourite. General Ziethen, was now come 
into notice) seem to have given Inore spirit to the ope- 
rations on both sides. .. 

BATTLE OFLANDSHVZ orCORBACH. 

The Austrian general, Laudohn, having been rc-r 
pulsed with great loss, in an assault whieh he ventured 
^ U) make upon Glatz, the night between the 27th and 
'2Slh of June, 1760, ieft but a small niHnber of troop* 
before that place, and marched in order to attack tffe 
corps under Ih^ command of General Fouquet* Th^ 
latter, who was desirous of maintaining his post > at 
Landshut, from whence he liad just dislodged the Get 
neralsGiesruggandJahnus, took every measure 'imme« 
diately for making a good defence; He was obliged^ 

boweve*- 
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hpwevcf, t6 send o(F M ajor^^eral Zietfi^st wklt fw* 
lMH«li«im and Iwo squadrom towards Ftuotmimm m 
order lo preserve a communicatiDn with Sdiweidntt^ 
a» well ai Majof-Gerieral Gtont^ on the Mher sidey 
With some cavalry ; so that tfvere were bat iew genefel» 
left wkh him, and part of hi^ <iorps, d whioh the who!<l 
was aireudj in itselP but weak* 

The dSd, at two o'clock in the morning, Genial 
i^adobn, with ail hi» forces attacked all the redoubts^ 
which General Fouquet occupied near Landshot^ and 
Gdrried three of them* viz. those on the heigbt)^ of 
Mammel, Boulk^ and Blassdorify' after a vigorous de»-^ 
fence on the parf of the five battalions thai guarded 
them. Amongst others, one of Moset's battalions dtv^ 
ttngwshed itself extremely on this occasion. 

GeneraJ Fouquet having then tbrown^ himself \fW» 
the two redoubtii, which" he had sfrtHn his possession^ 
upon the heights of Kincbenberg ^nd Gafgenberg, wav 
twice summoned on the part of General Laudohn icf- 
•arrender with his people, which be rettised complying 
with. In consequence of which he was attacked with 
great fury l)y the enemy» who, by their superior force^ 
penetrated at last into the redoubts which bad been de* 
fended till six o'docfc. Gerteril- Fouquet fell' there into 
the hands of the enemy, after having received twc^ 
Wounds ; but paK of his infantry, and almost all his ca^ 
VBlry, made their way, and got to Breslau. 

*Major'General ZJethen likewise, upon the approach* 
of the enemy, threw himself! into Schweidnita;, with' 
Ijis fbur battalions and two squadrons, without the loss of^ 
ar single man^ This affair, however unfortunate, cfin-^ 
not but do great honour to General Fboqaet, (or hav^ 
lug defended his post mttt. tite oiniost bil»yery, tfaougAi 
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he had bat an handfal of men opposed lo an army, 
which, as (he enemy fhenvierveii have declared, con-r 
sMled of 50,000 men, and did not yield till after having 
occasioned as great a loss as they would have suffered 
by a defeat iti a pitched battl^v According to accounts 
received by the Austrian^ themslves, they had near 
6000 men killed io the affiiir, and almost double that 
number wounded; which is the more credible, a»M# 
Daun was thereupon obliged to detach five regiments 
of infantry and two of cavalry from his own army to« 
wards the county of Glalz upon the news of this actioov 
Lshdshut is the capita! of. lower Bavaria, in Ges* 
many. 

THE BATTLE OF EMSIXyRF. 
Advice having been received by Prince Ferdrnan^r 
at Saxenhduxen, that a body of the enemyt consisting 
of some battalions and light troopi, were advanced on 
the led as ht as Ziegenhiem, he detached the heredi* ^ 
> (ary. prince on the 1 4th of iuly^ whb siv battalioni, two 
Hanoverian and four Hessian, EtKot's regiment (whicb 
was just arrived); Luckner^s hussars, and two brigades 
of c(iasseBrs, to oppose that corps. On the ijSth the 
hereditary prince engaged them near the village of Ems^' 
dorff. Tl)e action was very warm for gpme time, but 
m the end the enemy was entirely defeated. Two bat- 
talions of- royal Bavicre, three of Anli^h, togetl)cr wil-b 
the commander-in-chief, Major-Gcneral (Irlaubilz, and 
the Prince of Anhalt CoetI>en, were made prisoners of 
war. Six pieces of their cannon were taken,- and all 
their arms, baggage, &c. Elliot's regiment signalized 
themselves greatly upon this occasion. 

Emsdorf is a vHlage in Germany, situated in Hcsse,^ 
on the Upper Rhine, . 

B4TTLB 
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BATTLE OF WAJtBOURG^ 

General Sporcken's corps msrched from the camp at 
Kalle to Lechenatty about four in the aAernoon of ihe 
99th of Jul^, 1760; the hereditarj prince followed, the 
same eTening« with a body of troop-^^ among wl^ich were 
two English batialiona of grenadiers, two of Highlaiv 
' ders, and four squadrons of dragoons. 

The army was under arms all day on the' 30tl>, and^ 
aboal eleten al night, marched of in six columns t»- 
Ltebenau. About 6Ye the nei^t morniag the wbola 
army assembled, and fora>ed on the heights^ near Cof- 
bcke. The hereditary prmcd was at this time marching, 
tn two coTumnf}, in order to turn the enemy's ie/t Gsaik^ 
which he 6\4t by roarcl?icig to Donhdhourg,^ leading: 
KleiD'Eder on hisIeA, and ^forming in two Vmes^, w\^ 
lii*^ left teward» Dotsel, and his right near Grimr 
beck« opposite .to the left flank, of the enemy « whose 
position was with the lefl to the high hill near OSet^ 
doriF, and their right ta \Varbourg„ fnto which place 
Ihey had ftong Fischer's corps. The hereditapy prince 
knm^diately.attached the enemy's flank j and, by a con- 
tinual ^e, Jiept forcing them to fall back upon Wai^ 
bourg. The army was at i\m time marched with the 
greatest diligence, to attack the enemy in front, bo^ 
the infantry could not get up in time; General Wald^ 
grave, at the liead of the British, pcessed their xmxck 
fts much as possible y no troops could shew more eager ** 
l^ss to get up than they shewed. Many of the meti^ 
from \hh heat of the wearther,. and over-straining ihero*^ 
selves to get on, through ilioraasy and very difficult 
ground^ suddenly dcopped down oathck xoaMoh, 

General' 
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Oeneral Mos4yn, who was with Ihe British ciTalry 
that w^s, foriued on the right of the allies' infaniry, on the 
other side of a large wood, upon Tecenrtng the duke's 
■orders to come up' with the<»valry as fast as possible, 
made so much expedition, bringing them up alibll trot, 
ihough the distance was jiear five miles, that the British 
<»valry had the happiness to arrive in time, to share the 
^lory of (be day, having soccessfully charged^ several 

times, both the enemy's cavalry «nd infantry. 

Captain Phillips made so much expedition with, his 
«cannon, as to have an opportunity, by a severe can* 

nonade, to oblige those, who had passed the Dymel, and * 

were formed on the other side, io retire wiih the utmost 

precipitation. • 

Warbourg is a town of Westphalia, in the bishopric 

C(F Paderborn, situated on the frontier of ihe I^nd|;rs^ 

^atc of Hesse, in Germany. 

' ' SATTLE OF LIGNTTZ. 

On the ! 3th day of August ( 1 760) the King of Pru»* 
- Via with his armyi- having passed the Elbe at Kadetz on 
r 8 bridge of boats, encamped between Puna and Dres- 
den, which last he resolved to besiege, in hopes of re? 
ducing it before Count Daoo could return to its. relief. 
How far this expectation was well grounded, we wili" 
leave the reader to judge, after having observed, that 
the place was now much more defensible than it had 
been when the^ last attempt of the Austrians upon it 
miscarfied; that it was secured with a numerous gar- 
rison, commanded by General Macguire, an officer of 
<x>urage and experience. Tlus governor being sum- 
TOdned to surrender, answered, that having the honour 

to 
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to be entrusted wilh (he care of.lhe capUal, he would 
maintain ^t to the last exfremity. Batteries were im- 
mediately raised against (he town on both sides of the 
£)bes and the poor inhabitants vsubjected to dreadful 
visitation, that 4heir calamities might cither drive them 
4o despair, o« move the heart of the governor to em- 
brace articles of capitulation: but these expedients 
proved ineffectual. Though the suburbs towards ihc 
. Piena-gate were attached and carried, this advantage 
made no impression on General Macguire, who made 
several vigorous sallies, and todk every necessary pre-, 
caution for the defe.nce of the city, encouraged more-, 
over by the" vicinity of Lacey's body, and tlie arniy of 
tl>e empire, encamped in an advai^lageous position near 
Gros Seydlftz, and confident that Count Dauq would 
hasten to his relief. In this hope he was not disap- 
pointed; the Austrian general, finding himseif duped 
by the stratagem ^)f the Prussian monarch, and being 
made acquainted with this enlerpriee against Dresden, 
instantly wheeled about, and marched back with sucH 
rapidity, that, on the 191h day of the month, he reached 
tlie neighbourhood of the capital of Saxony. In con- 
sequence of "his approai.*h, the King of Prussia, whose 
heavy artillery was now arrived, redoubled bis efforts s 
against the city, so as to reduce to ashes the cathedral 
cfiurch, the new square, several noble streets, some 
palaces, together with the curious rhanufactory of porce- 
laine. His vengeance must have been levelled against 
the cilfzensj for it alTected neither the fortification?,/ 
nor the Austrian garrison, v\ hich. Count IXaun found 
means to reinforce with sixteen battalions. This sup- 
ply, and the'neighbourhood of three hostile arn ies, ren- 
dered it altogether impossible lo prosecute the sieoQ 
' vviih 
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" Titer* ougiit afv^srys lb Begone fiurtcfred'aiid dOy 
paces between the liiie^. The colonels df attitlery ttf 
p^aee their candon s6 as-to facFIiiatfe the attacks. 

^ As soon as the enemy h driven (botn the vineyarcfs, 
the battalions to form again, and the heavy artillery t6 
Be advanced. 

•' When cavalry may be wanted', the wHble vHng 
itrast not bcf sent forward, but only as tnach a* may suit 
the ground', ^nd have proper space for action. 

•♦ The kingreiicsconfideittly on the sHH and couragtf 
of the officers for every thing else. He has no doubt 
that every orte will exert himself to the utmost to insure 
success, and a complete victosy ovef the enemy .^ 

Torgau' is a cfty m the electbrate tff Stoony, slthatbd 
on the river Elbe. 

As ' (his v\ra5 the last Battle of importance, in which 
the King of Prussia was personally engaged, we shall 
lake the present opportunity of relating the Hfe of that 
truly great monnrch and extraordinary man. 

Charxbs F& entitle of Prussia^ the eldest son of 
Frederic William and Sophia Dorothea^ daughter of 
Oeorge the First' of England; w^s bom January 24, 
171^. It would' appear that his education had been 
ratherfteonfined^ and" that he owed to bis genius, rilher 
thamhtcr choice or abilities of his teachers, the acquisitions 
^htchdhtinguished^hrs fUture c6ndact;- 
♦ ThtB" differences between Frederic William and his' 
sdlf, wene the llfst objects tltdt attracted public ndrice t6' 
the htter. The old king appears to have been an ex- 
ifaordinary mixture' of intelligence and incapacity :' he 
rUbedand dfsdpUneda' vast* military force, without any 
warilke'^rtt, he sought for means of acquiring money' 
wfthouethepo^er of contriving objects for its applica- 

vo*!:. ti. ^ 2 o , , tion 
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lion : and thus subjected himself to the trouble and ob« 
loqu}', of tyranny and rapacity over the people for the 
sole benefit of those to whom he would not accord in 
Itts life time the smallest advantage. It is not wonder- 
fill that such a roan sliould be rough and austere in hi| x 
manners or that his disposition should so far suppress 
cyen^he duties of his rank as to lead him to the impro- 
prieties of the vulgar. Whoever offended him, whe- 
ther male or female, of whatever c(Uality or relation* 
were sure to receive from his bands a prompt and per- 
. tional violence. * 

. Under these circumstances the life 6? the young prince - 
could by no means be supposed to be happy ; moderaie 
adversity is the best sc£ool for princes, as well as other 
men; he had the good fortune to turn his attention frt>m 
the cpurt to men famous for knowledge and virtue. 
These led him to the contemplation of science and let- 
ters, luid as he who has ihe power and inclination to re- 
ward it, can always claim'the best assistance he acquired 
according to the language of admiration, a proficiency 
beyond his teachers. However this may be, his subse* 
fluent performances^ certainly evince a high degree of 
attainment. His acquisitions seem at the same time 
to have rendered him impatient of the restriction be sus« 
tained at BcFJin ; the relation between the possessor and 
heir-apparent of a throne, must always be invidious, un- 
less bouncls could be prescribed to possession ; in this 
Instance it must have been particularly so, and the 
prince therefore determined^to retire, it is supposed to 
bis uncle of England. In his departure he had a confi- 
dant of the name of Kat, a ipjlitary man of great re- 
pute, who was also to be his companion ; a short time 
before their departure, however the design being com- 
pletely 
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pktely. discovered,' Ihey w«re both arrested, and the 
life of the officer was sacrificed to this dangeroas confi- 
dence. It sceras. that> finding it difficult to convict him 
of a crime upoh any common principle of |ustice, the 
king sent his commands a second time to the judges; 
who condemned him on the edict of tyranny. Kat ap- 
pears to have been an ihtelh'gent man, and to have'cuF- 
livated his literary powers, since some papers were pub'' 
fished, written by him in prison, on providence in oppo- 
sition to destiny, particularly addressed to the prince. ' 
This deprivation' was sooji followed by another of'a 
still more delicate nature. If a. sexual connection, un- 
ratified by marriage, is not always to be blamed with 
equal feverily, the exception must be strongest in favour 
of those whose nataral are absorbed in Ih^r pdlitical 
rights. "Frederic had attached himself to a lady» whom 
the \th0ri i^miHed him not to marry,' and to this un- 
happy victim Was next directed the attention of regaF 
severity. She was ignominiously apprehended, on what 
' accusation is unknown^ and publicly whipped in the 
streets of Berlin ! 

It does hot appear, that, by any effort, the prince en-* 
deaVoured to stem Ihe torrent of hrs father's severity, or 
to alleviate the painful circumstances to which it had re- 
duoed his friend and mistress. 

In 1733, a marriage was solemnized, without consum- 
mation, between him and the Princess Elizabetha Chris- 
^ tiana of Brunswick Lunenburg Severn. At the instance 
0f his father, he agreed to the match, but resolved to 
confine it to the empty ceremony. For seven years thia 
unhappy princess remained isolated between the con- 
tentions of the king and prince-* *< a wife without a 
husband.** ' , K 

. » 2 G 2 Jn 
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. Jn 1740i tlie.old WiPig iki^ after a potn&I Ihougli not 
protcacted illness^ such as^inay be 9Uipp<»4d in tl«e rm- 
patieQcae jof tiuhulent «g«. He weuld fr^bably have 
|)eateD'liia pbyaicians; as be had done hia wife »nd 
daughterly bjit the ap[>cQacb of deiajl^ shut out ^y^y 
Other idea Ifaan ithe petpf^iixUyi iif his iM t^hgomii4 
This association of the tail men of e»9ry Qouniiy, (for 
aU thai could boast an approKimaUon to .sevten feeik 
were wekoine)4)aQ been (he<leligh(ful eik^stei^eofthe 
fDovaiagtk of many yeara« and ^$ j(ve do not «ee our 4UL-> 
Uebments with Ibe €yeM>f Q&hei-«> it «$. not \MOAderfal 
that be ponfceived it mportaoC .He called ht« aan to 
bM bqd« «nd jequeated iikn ti> r^oeive hid coi4npttJa»f/ 
wi£E^ and Xo orecruit the tM ine^menf i! Thofigh ivre 
mile at the dyiqg requests wea>i4^ fiolfH»ngraiuiaie.tb» 
apn* lA'ho thought it nec^sary -toianarM'fr by e]C|atvocali6c^ 
The accession to the throne «/ Ffediric nipr fraa^ii 
, with (h^ .highest levpects^loru by everj)^<ieacr«ftto» of hts 
Bobj«cU» 3:et .the j^suU exoeeUed even tbe m<)»( aai>* 
guioe |)rof^eot$f He bad twio of t^ gfealest advan*- 
tages of empire, an army and money ,^ provided for b«i 
by hi^ father* and to these he added ihe fneafu of etn-' 
pJoying them with success, by 'vf\vltM\g 9Qf»c of the 
greatest fpen-of bi^ own, lif not of asy other 9ige,. to 
adorn his capital, and assist him with their adrice. He- 
received his wife.Mi|ttee«, though it is not knows that 
he tr^atod k^ as either* To hb mother he behaved with 
alljiuo^r tend(ernefis> gal^e her the title lofqaeen mother, 
a^id restricted her frocn calling bin aoy' thing eUethan 
S9n, Soo^ after his coronation^ as he vcast passing .be«> 
twean Berlin and Potsdams* a thoiutand boys, wtiio bad. 
bpen^ marked (oc military service by his father, a (barba* 
reus mode of seiecting the finest men for his army), foU 

iowed 
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lowed his coach, crying, •' Mercirol king, we pray 
Ubee, deliver us fconLeutttlAva^cy \" He immediately 
complied! with thetf request. A genera-l loleration oi • 
religion foil^wed,, and a permission to profess free-ma'-^ 
soiiry, a union vy.hich has become but liltle understood,^ 
and of which the spirit is almost destroyed/ An order 
for f%»'or was changed jo an order of merit, and a wiriety 
of improvements in the condition of his people were . 
soon effected, with the assistance of Maupertuis, Voi- 
taiie, and Roliin ; of the first be desired to arrange an 
academy at Berlin, and he proceeded with aa ardour in 
the advancement of learning, thsit never faib to elecate-^ 
a,coontry, \r. ' . 

But the army of Frederic, notwithstanding the de-^ 
. dine which the tall regiment soon experienced^ attract*. 
. ed no less his attention, as a sou<rce from which he was. 
certain to derive his highest grandeur. An opportunity, 
soon offered, in the war with the Queen of Hungary,: 
which, however, ceased with the peace of Dresden. It' 
was. then that be retired to the improvement of.his coan*- 
try in arts, naanu&ctures, and commerce, and covered 
ibe barren deserts of Pomerania, with cultured fieldsr 
and a smiling population% - The patriot kingiiad by ibt9 
lime gained full possession of his mind, and.tiie effects;, 
were to be equally seen and felt from the remotest vil-^ 
lage to lik polrslied capital* : i 



" Ak, why wUl Lings forget that they, are men 



!»»* 



Still, however, the* trying times, were yet t« eoroeA 
when h0 sh.ould stamp his fame as more than modern 
Cassar. At the commencement of the general war, ou^ 
present sttbject/in 1756, the.King of Pru4<;ia formed ad 
alliance with his Britannic majesty, which led to those , 
2.G 5 , immc 
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i«0C^I canpaigns we have -alteiftptad -to deicribe. 
He began liis operations by that useful art of a general, 
vrhich canies the war into otber tevrkories, and deri\«es 
the advanlege of the attack/ A socoeMion of actions 
^ eiNued^ with Kvenes of^fartmie more varioes^ aftd^uc* 
rettes more permanent! j brilliant, than are to be IoinUI 
in any other period of natlttery history ; and auoh wairlhe. 
admiratioi) of hi« cbaracter in the British empire, in 
1159, thiU the people; wrought to enthusiasm, approved 
the perliaiiient in voting « subsidy for his use of ^e,OOQl. 
This it a period at which we are to eontemplate 
Frederic as tbe greatest general and most dislinguisfaed 
monarch of his time. It has been said, that he had ori* 
ginally an aversion to war^ which required nach pains 
to overcomes that even his personal courage was < 
donibtfbl, since at hi? first battle at MoUvks, when tine 
Atistfiau cavalry charged his infantry, he fled {rom ibe 
ietd : bat thi^ Riight easily arise from the poncassion o€ 
_ the cbarge« the danger of which roitst be inagnified to a 
- Bovke ia th^ evoiations of war. Ever aftervi'ards, he. 
tvinced the iDOSt perfect seif^coounand, in stta»tions^ 
which might appal the most hardy, and an. andtsputeii 
valou^. After his first war, he ettabJisbed grand camps 
and reviews, in whidi his troops, whether cavalry or in« 
iantry, but paurticularly the former, b^ame ttte admira- 
tion of Europe for their expertness in lAanosovres and 
scientific operations. In the war, of which we. are at 
present treating, he contrived to obtain tlie subsistence 
of hts army from an eneaiy^ country or his own, witb-^ 
oi»t wasting the one or exhausting the other^ What has 
beett said of the oanideace in Marlborough of his 
taoeps^ n»y be reitetated with regard to Ffederic.^^ 
. Nmec was ii weakened in the mpsi^hnstioiff drcuBi^ 
• stances^ 
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stances* Scarcely ' ev^' was ivs army equal to jlhal 
whicfa opposed hkn, yet be never iaiied to aatms^ it to 
vigour, and often smccess. tie baA the ^«^^ sf ceil of tibe 
general to perfection $ wiutever was necessary to te 
dene, bts gemus inatatttly suggested, and lareiy did it 
tarn out, that^it coukl have been ixrUer done. 

B«i t3ie greatest qualiiy ci' his character, io any gtnvk 
ci view, was his magnanimity in the acknowkodgnDeiit 
of his errors, whenever ihey occurred. Among BMiny . 
other instances, was the following, which wiii at the 
same time a0brd no imCavDurable specimen ef his epist^ 
]ary noanaer* Wriiir^ to the Jjord Mareschai Keith, 
the brother of the field-marshal wbosn we have already 
noticed, after the battb af Chotaoiiiitz» in which he was 
defeated, be says ; ■■.. 

*' The imperial grenadiers are admtmble troops ; one 
hundred companies defended a rising ground that my 
best iniantry could not carry. Ferdinandt wtho com* 
manded tfaem, returned seven times io the cbaTge, but 
to no purpose. At first he mastered a battery^ imt 
could not hold it. The enemy Had the advantage of a 
namerous and well served artillery. It does honour ta 
Lichtensiein, who had ttie direction of it ; the Prossiaii 
aloneean dispute it with him. I had too few infantry ; 
atl my cavalry were present, and idle spectators, exc^pt-^ 
ing a Iwld push by my household troops and some dra« 
goons. Ferdinand attacked without powder. The 
enemy, in return, was not sparing of theirs. They had 
the advantage of a rising ground, of intrenchments,. 
aed of a prodigious ariillery. Sevenl of my regimenta 
ivere repulsed by i\fe\t mutquetry. Henry performed 
wonders* ! tremble for my worthy brothers; they are-' 
loo brave. Fortune tomed ber back -on me on that 

. daj 
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day ; I ought to have expected it : she is a female, and 
I am no gallant. In fact, 1 oaght to have bad more in*' 
fanlry. Sacceas, my dear lord,^ often, occasions a de- ; 
stroctive confidence. Twenty-three battalions were 
not sufficient to dislodge sixty tboiHtand ro^n from an ad* 
vantageous ]>ost. Another time we will do better.-'—; 
What sty you of this league, that has only the Marquis 
of Brandenburg for its object ^ The great elector wooKi <^ 
be surprised to see his grandson ^t war with the Rtts- • 
sians, the Austrian^, and altnbsl all Germany, and ten* 
thousand French auxiliaries. I know 'not if it will be a 
disgrace in me to submit; hut I am sure ther^ will be 
no great glory in vanquisliing me/' 

In additipn to his personal character,' Frederic is great,^ 
in having had for hiaf historian Maupertuis, who^ while 
disclaiming it, pronounces his highest pan^yric. " As 
a king/' says this striking and elegant writer, " he is a 
nian,ji citizen^ a legislator, and a patriot. His own ex-^ 
tensive mind forms all his plans of government^ unde- 
based by ^eUish, ministerial interests* and misrepresentar. 
ti6ns. Justice and humanity are his only ministers.". 
It js to be feared, however, that to perpetuate his im^ 
proyements, he^must have perpetuated with them him- 
self. •' A philosopher," continues the same writer,, 
'• will £nd both the man and the philosopher .in Fre<^ 
deric, unallayed by the king, and unsullied by, the war-: 
rior," _ 

It was 1779, before the King of Prussia was permitted 
to enjoy that repose for which be shewed himself so emir 

.nently fitted. About this period, he resigned himself ta 
Ifae pleasures of literafure-and philosophy, an indulgence 
but partially allowed him in the Jbusy toils 9f war, and 

'anxious care of govecnment. JEie conversed freely with 

the 



5^CCOUNT OSF rJ»E KV«tG «» PRUSSIA. 947 

the KtereryimeninrhoinliM encouragement had attracted 
lo bis court, and entirely ihrew ofT the motyorch m their 
comptny. He oorresiponded with all ihe great charac* 
ters 'of his time, aud establirived im fame 'bejond the 
pswer 9f «injary« JDr. .ZixMiertDaoB, tbe aiitth^r of fhe 
vokuncs on '' Solitude/' has described his porsonal er- 
vors vitb comiderable sev<erity $ but the peculiarity 'of 
hu charges irender liieiii oidy fit for ^isquintions on the 
vices «ef our iwtuoe. And it is of liltle import to mhWoM 
iflade haippy^ to knovr tirait their beneiiBCtor was yet not 
pntfect, 'Of that Ive MrhoK JHe. ^vas chiefty directed to 
good« arould basii^ ^een aometimes weak or fodli^ 
Xh'^ iajMibor also desciifacs his l^st illnesi as sknilsr in 
oondttct to >that 4)f his ^tiier ; it is tprobable, that im 4tt* 
iker, mVk ibe «aaae ^^akntages as Frederic^ migbt fa«v« 
teen/equaUjr great; hut ii as little iiluely, that he, who 
bad sHiiied (o obtain and deset^vie Abe eftteem of the 
verkit shpttld 4ia?e sacriificed <t aH in the iast tnoneHta 
of bk life to >be wit of a gormlott^ physician* 
> A dropsy, which <faad aflicted the loing for aevera?! 
atont-iisy at lei^Jth <iepriiped hha of life, on the 1 7th' or 
August, 4786, ill the 7iiih year 9f biy-age^ and (orty* 
tbird of bis reign. 

A variety of anecdotal «^e recorded of Frederic tfie 
Great, wbo«e \'ik may be ^eaatly jiopposed to be replete 
with tbeni. They *ave nitostly, Jbotvever, been so oflea 
. repealed in every -language^ that we add but twoj from 
Ihe '' Ec9k du S$Uat/' of BEfi£«G£«, from wboen \%e 
should expect the boajt. 

It was the cu'Stom of ^h^iingr whenever a irefth «ol* 
deer appeaned among the nuntber ^ his g«at d.^ ( wfticb 
were composed of i;be flower of a44 the regmienls) to 
inspect hi»» «pd to inquire -his age ? fiom long he had ' 

solved i , 
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served ? and if he received hh pay and doathing as h^ 
ivished ? These three questions were always adced, and 
never exceeded. Among others, a young Frenchman^ 
of fine figure, bavmg be^n enlisted, desired, and imme- 
diately obtained this promotion. Bat he could not 
speak a word of German, and how he was to answer 
the king the first time he should notice him, was matter 
of some embarrassment. His captain, however, recom- 
toended, as the only mode, that he shoald*acquire suffict* 
ent of the language to answer the three qu^tions* 
The young man, who made a better soldier than lin* 
gaist, learnt by heart the threte answers, but no more. 
The nent morning, the anticipated interview took placOb, 
Frederic perceived him in ttfe ranks;, and immediately 
went up to him ; but, as ill-luck would have it, hegsa 
with the second question^ instead of the first.^^ Welly 
how long have you been in toy service !" *' Tventj^ 
one years V* answered the soldier. The king, struck 
with his age, which did not warrsint a life, much fess a^ 
service, of such length, added, with an air of surprise, 
•* How old are you then ?" '* One year, under the good 
pleasure of your majesty/' Frederic, still more aslo^ 
Jiished, exclaimed : " Either you or me'have certainly, 
lost our senses." The soldier, who took these word3 
for the third question, replied, with firmness, *• Both 
the one and the other, if I don't displease your majesty." 
^* Zoiinds I "said Frederic; " for the first time am I 
treated as a roadman at the head of my own army." The 
soldier, who had now exiiausted bis provision of Ger«. 
man, henceforth preserved silence ; and wfabn the king 
returned towards him^ urging farther questions to pene- - 
Irate th^ mystery, was at length constrained to" answer 
in French, that " he, did not understand a jingle word: 
■ '' ' of 
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«f. German." Frederic, bursting into ladghter^ desired 
hiroto learn something, at least, of the langaiage spoken 
in his states, and with an air of kindness, of which he 
.was ver)t capable, exhorted him to attend to hiidiity. 

Among the visits,, which the king made incognito 
among his soldiery, he met one returning to his quarter^ 
at night extremely tipsey, and joining in famih'ar con- 
versation with him, asked how, with hi| little pay, he 
was enabled to make such copious libations ? " Upon 
my word,^ comrade/' says he> ''-l have the same pay as 
you, and . yet I can't lay any thing by for the pttbn6- 
house ; telF me, for good-luck, how you do.*' «« Why, you 
look like a droll devil and a good fellow," says the soldier, 
*' and why «houid I hide it from you ? To-day, for in- 
stance, I am just come from regaling an old acquaint- 
since; it would be very hard, wouldn't it, if now and 
then one could not take a glass with a friend : well, in , 
such a case, a day's pay donU go far; I have, therefore, 
been forced to have recourse to a sly trick." *' What is 
h?" " Why I pawn such of niy things as I can spare 
for a few days, and then a little abstinence enables me 
to get them again. This morning, the blade of my 
sword went : we don't go out for a week, so I shan*t 
want, it, hai ha! hal" Frederic ihan|^ him, marked 
his man, and wished him good night* Next morntti^^ 
the troops received a sudden order to assemble for re- 
view, and Kederic carefully examined the lines. As 
soon as he came to his tricking comrade, he made hiia 
SDMch out of the ranks with his right-hand man, and uh- 
dress themselves. '* Attention H' said he ;, then to bim 
whom he xpeant to surprise; "Draw your sw:ord, and cut 
off the head of that wretch !" The soldier, trembling, be- 
gan to excuse himself in the best manner ; he supplicat- 
ed 
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ti th0 Ling, (hat lie yvoM not <N>fHfa»*n him to-lifigdr 
io tfufmtjf all bis lifier» for hwing been tbeinatruroenbof 
killing an innocent and wotiky man, whb whom he haii 
served Meen j^ean* The bing remained inAeDiibltfv 
'' WdUsire/' fiaid'he, after a |»u<;e, <* since nolfaiiig I 
find wiU move you.. I pra>(»od (o grant a miracle in myi 
£wottff. and Io chafijpe in)( $WQsd to a bi4 of wood !'' hhm 
pronoanc«d Ibeie word* with afieoied desvotionf and 
feigned the greatest MHrpfiae, wben» on* draining hie 
motd, he fioMid bis wish accomplished. Tbe.monancia 
admiKd his address^ and gaive htm monej^ to redeem bisr 
evford» boil wHh a siiilabje camliom 

Hawing^ finitbed tbe caaqfiaignof 1 7^0, wttb the btt-^ 
peitant baltle of TorgaUji and the death of George IL' 
king of Great Britain, we proceed to th^ campaign* o^ 
1761, tbe first dttfuig the reign of Ming* George the 
Third* 



BATTLE OV LAmmSAVtZt. 

M'^ deSporcken,.tfoe PrtMsian general ha^ng dividitd. 
tfecorpt mder him into t¥iwcolumm> one of vi'^hicH was 
oDMRHmdeA b^ Count iSiillmanseggr, and (he otber by 
Lieitteimit»g«Aeral> Wimgenbeira, put Msrjongenerai de 
Lackner at tiie-Iiead of ja- strong adranc^-guatd, who. 
maschod ^ tlMB'9tb of Feiyrtrarv, Vt6\, to H'eil^n- 
stadt. ' J ^ 

The fisst eoliitttn arrived at Bureu; antl'tHe second^af 
Sladlbwerbes. The troops hahed the rotb. Nf. der 
Uocdsner ittarcbed (he neict d^ to K:ef<it^; Cbnnr 
ifilfaiansaggeto I9ehtistti^fi; and'fif. dO'Watigenheim (0 
IMMfstndi. 

M. de 
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M. de Sporckeif went io reconnoitre (he enemy, se-' 
vcraf of whose rcgiooents <3l( iftfantt^ had psted the ^ 
Werra fft Eschwege. There were 5000 Frejich m the* 
city of Muhlhausen ; that of Langenrtltze, and the* 
ullages in its neighbourhood, were occupied by Saxom. 
M.dc Sporcken ft>und on the beights of t>ome, four 
faattailons of grenadiers of France ranged in order of 
bftttle, and the inihntfy posted in the wood tow^ds 
Esdtevege, to protect the communication' of the Werra 
wkh Muhjbaa^n and LangensaHse. ' M/deLuekner; 
badtOrders to attack them (he next day-tn (lie morning 
with his <*orps, which was to be sustarned hy 4wo feal- 
ialions and six squadrons. The same day M. de Bi^I- 
ttuice appeared before Dunders(adt with- SOOO'men, and" 
some cannon of the ganrison of Gal^ngen. He sum* 
moned Lieotenant-colonol Rebborn, who' commanded 
iti that town, three times, and upon the negadve an« 
swers received from hW, he causal the gates to be bat-^ 
tcred for three hoars; bat his attempU were fr^iilloss,- 
mA be returned the same nighU 

Oh the IlSthy M. de Luckaea^ attacked 4he French and 
Swiss grenadiers, who had passed the night underarms 
in ihe wood of Dome, over against Mis advantsed posts 
at Aneiodie and fiuckewrie^. He puslied them as fatf 
as the heights of Egerieden, where they gained a thiek 
wood, which Count de Lolms had fortified wkh felied 
trees. They cannonaded each o(her» The enemy re- 
ceived reinforcements from the quarters on 4he Werra, 
and Ihose of the SsKons. 

The night coming on, M. de Sporcken could i»t ai- 
sem<kle his m«^n so as to undertake any thing gainst 
the enemy; he contented htmselt with making some 
changes Intbe disposition of his quarters, and-topash ^ 

▼oL.^i.1. i? a «' 
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the posls furthcir on* The ftkirmishes of (his day c^^ 
bim foTiy men, in killed «nd wounded. The ioss,of the* 
enemj was more considerable^ apd four officers and fiftj 
of (heir men were (aken. « . 

M. de SpoFcken put his 4roop« in order of battle on (he 
l^tli« at s^ven o'clock in (he momiflg, upon the height, ^ 
called Eisberg ; but having found the ene^my reinforced ; 
that they had occu^iied all the woods, where (he Jvorse. 
ooiild. t\oi act; and tfaai4he troops of his Prussian ma«L 
jesty were at the distance of three marches^ he resolved 
to pas,s the Unstrut at Lilberhausen and Hortsmaar, to. 
draw near them by a forceii march. 
, He informed M. de Sibourg of his intentions, and (he 
motion was executed in presence of the enemy without 
the least loss. The troops were cantoned between 
keyeer^ager and Maroldernde^ 

The corps of Prussians advanced on the 1 4th to the 
height of Langensahze, which was occupied by 3000^ 
Saxons. M. de Sporcken occupied the village on the 
left side of (he river Unstrut, with the troops of his iirst: 
Iine» ^d drew those of his second line as near it as pos« 
fiible« 

He agreed with M. de Sibourg, (hat the Prussfan 
troops should pass the Unstrut at Me[chleban> whilst he 
parsed it at Thomasbruck, and M. de Luckner at Bold* 
stedt. In the night, the bridges which the enemy had 
broken were repaired. 

On the li^th, at seven in the morning, alt the troop* 
came to the river-side in order to pass it, but. the thaw: 
had increased the waters to such a degree in twice 
twentyrfoor hours, that there was an inundation from 
Muhlhausen almost to Langensaltase. 

The Prussian cavalry got through the pas^^age of 
d . ^ Merchiefaant. 
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Merchleban, while their cannon was battering the U>Wk 
of Langensahze. Ei^ht sqiiaJrons of M. de Sporcken^ 
first line passed Tltomasbruck ^ith a b>fgad^ of Chas- 
seurs, and a-^quadron of Luckner'si whose whole corps 
cpuld" nor pass, the waters continuing oui all the day. 
In the meanlime, the Prussian cavtrlry fell •upon the 
encTuy, who were gofng Qut of Langensallze, and M. 
. de Spercjten's corps did so likevvrse, upon the troops 
^hich were coiwing down the hills to- their assistance* 

• M. de Sporckeir computet the enemy's loss on that 
Tday at 5000 raen, at ibesame Irme his own scarcely ex- 
ceeded 100. Lieutenant- g^eral Hodcnberg was 
wounded and taken prisoner. 

• The Prussians took three battalions, and seven pieces 
of cannon ; and M. de Spercken'^ corps took two bat- 
talions, and m pieces of cannon. ' 

• The tewn of LingenstHze is situated ia Hesse, hs 

t I ■ ' • '» * 

, EATTLI: OF KIRCH DENCKERN^ or FELW^GHAUSEIT. 

■ Since the drttiy occupie<i the camp of Hoenover, that 
'of the enemy, encamped at Soert, under the commaiul 
'of Prince Sodbire, schemed to have bee» wholly etiaploy- 
ed in reconhoitering th<» posrtton of Ihe allies, whtcb 
was a very advantageoos One, on account of Ihe woods^ 
and defiles which it was necessary to pasv, inr order to- 
*ome up with them* There was not a day in which 
their posts were not disturbed. His serene htghtiesr^ 
' Frincie Ferdinand, was informed^^on the 13th> in tht 
Henmg^ that Soubire^s army had n»ade a motion for- 
ward, in consequence of which, he ordered the begw 
gage away^ and ffaeitfmy to hoM iti^f In veadiness^ t» 
2 h2 ^ 
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h% poi under arniff on the firsi signal. On the 1 4th> is 
|l»e H»Mninf^ llie enemy's new camp was discQiered, 
llie rig^t of which stretched towarch the cdbtent of 
9oradies and Soert, the left feacl^ing to the heights of 
fitttfoe, and all haviAg appeared qaiei there,, the baggag« 
was ordered back* 

His serene iitgbness, liowerer, thought proper to 
apake a moveaaent with his arnij^ the tntentioa of whicfa 
was to reinforce the light wing. The hereditary prince 
was at the extremity of kf which extended aa far as the 
village of Buderick, which was guarded by a detach^ 
ment. The body of the arasy occupied the be^iits of 
Wambeln, and (he Prince of Anhalt the gnoimd be- 
tween Illengen and Hoenover. Lord Gianby kept his 
posit ion on the heights of Kirch Denckern> and lieate* 
nant-general Wutegnaui who was encempcd upon the 
lieath of Udtrupi marched by bis right to approach the 
village of Kirch Dendiern, the avenues and ppsia on the 
little village Aart, and the Suhyback, were guarded b/ 
the ptquetii of (he army. 

Tins was the posflioft^ when bfs serene highness was 
tnfermed^ oi| the 16(b, aboai sixain the eveni^g« that 
/Saubire't ftrray had Htr uck thait (enlsi aad were marcb* 
iug on^their . right. Almost at. the same wit^ h# 
lifar4 (|)e ^emy had dMlodgad the advanced posts of 
Lord'Gifanbyt and Uial ihey were advai^'ing in a ^tiang 
.body to wardahifi. camp* 

•, This. infonnat ion determined him taoiake the fiillowinf 
•dispoR^itipnft. Hcqiidered J^^rd Granby l<^ maintain his 
gfpvad tiU, the i last i|ioment,rJUieutenant-j(eDerai Wta> 
^gn»u was ordered to aiq^ch tcttb^ leit to block up the 
.higlp'road<framjl#Qipstaii| ta Slam, and to act in concert 
.vviih Lord Qrapb^r^ w)iiose ligM i^nas tP be; supported by 
. . tho 



BATTLS OF KIRCH OBMCKBRN. S55 

tUe Prince of Anhalt, who joined jt with his left, hir 
own right reaching to the Aast above Kirch Denckren,. 
JLieutenanl-general Conway replaced the Prince of Ari»» 
halt between Illengen and Hofenover. The hereditary 
prince ordered Lieutenant^eneral Eose to march with- 
part of his troops to occupy the heights of Wambehiv 
and left Count Kilmansegge on ^he side of Birederick* 
The greatest part of the artillery was distributed by 
.Cottnt Schaumburg Lippe on the front of the Mt^ 

M'. de SpoTcken, who was encamped at Hertzfekl^ 
was ordered to send six . battalions and six squadrons* 
over the Lippe, which were to support M. ^Yutegnau, 
and he was io dispose*, and act with the lest ia a waf 
Which he shodd think ;nost proper* 
". Thefe dispositions being made> his serene higbnesr 
came toLord Granby'scamp, which was attacked very 
briskly. His lordshif) had taken his i^easures so well» 
that he sustained the efforts of the enemy tilHhe arrivat 
ef M. Wutegnau, who coming upon his- left; and having 
laken the enemy in fliank, they could not withstand tbelt 
ttnited e6R)rt!i, and were driven back into the woods, 
after a Sre of artillery and small arms, which continued 
till Ia*e m the evenitig, M. de Wutegnau kept the 
ground he had just gained, he extended liis right t<> 
Haust Velinghausen, and turned his left towards tlie 
high-road of Llan, the defence of whicb pfeec was his 
chief object ; discovering [from the prisoners^ thai 
Mareschal Rroglio had decamped at break of dky witft 
his whole army from Erwite, in order to give us battle-^ 
in conjunction with (hat of Prince Soubire. 

Hi» serene highness, judging that the sfroQgest eflbrt 
cottid be made on their left, ordered genesal Havard^to 
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hftog up the brigade of foot, codo.manded by Lor4 Fr*-* . 
deric Cavendish* and that of cavalrv, by Major-general 
'l«ord Pembroke. Colond Gleneiidorir was seiU withi 
two batUlieus to Kirch Denckern* lo barricade and for- 
tify UiaA village, wbo, in case of necessity, was to be 
supported by Lieulenant-general Howard ; I he enemy 
^as in soooe posts opposite to the piquets of the allies^ 
and the paroles were skirmi&hlng all night • 

The battle began again next tborning at three, and 
the enemy redoubled tlieir efiurts against M» Wuiegnaa's 
Gorp9» who sustained them with the greatest firmness^ 
The fire from the artillery and small arms continued five 
boars without the enemy's gaining an inch of ground. 
It was near nine when word was brought hit serene 
bighnesa, that the enemy seamed to design bringing 
some batteries upon aa eminence, opposite to Lord 
Granby's camp, which they had not been able to. place 
within their lines,. His highness, perceiving the neces^ 
sity of preventing (he ^emy from, seisung this emiiieocr^ 
from, whence they might have galled them very mucb^ 
and being informed of iheanival of the detachmeut* on* 
der Genera! Sporcken,^ resolved to take advastage ebf 
,the irresolution whieh appeared in the meliuns of ibo^ 
enemy, and ordered the troops which- weiie nearest at 
band to advance. 

This movement was decisive, and had all the soccesa 
ftat-coold be desired. The troops, having advanced with 
the. greatest intrepidity, soon obliged the enemy to giv« 
wa^, and to retreat vvtth precipitation, having abandon^ 
.ed their sick and wounded^ and several pieces of cant 
uon, some. of which wert: sixteen-pounders f MaxwelPs 
tiigjimentof grenjuliers took the regjment of Roug4» fore 

merly 
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tMfly- Belduace, ceniWting of feuf bftUalteos/ with it» 
cannon and coiaurs. Besides which, they naade » greala 
many prison€r»^ 

The victorious t«oop» feRiQMNwd the enemy ar far a^ 
Hahrup, and the n^ure of thegrottnd not bavifig allow** 
•d the cavalry's acting, his serene highness wa^. then 
•bilged ta content himself wiih detaching some lighli 
Iroops m pursuit of them. 

A brisk cannonade w«s stilt eontinoed on Ihe sid^ 
where the hereditary prince conmanded ; but upon the 
news of the defeat upon their ifg)^» they> vi»^re proba-» 
bly indueed to give ewer their aM«cks< m thaA put too. 

They had laade several unsticcessful ones itfNm the- 
village of Sheidingen, which was eccapied by 300 men^ 
under ibe conuaandof Mnjtx lAokhvag^^ sttpporttd- b^ 
some baltaIton8> sent by the hereditary prince* * TJmt 
day ended w«tb a general felredPt-of the. eaemy^ 

Oi;he9: accounts' meiitiMi, thai the loss of the French l^ 
killedi wounded^ and prisoners^ was compated to be^ 
about 5000 men*, aad thai »iae pieces of eaonos^ and 
six. pair of coloursv w«re taken. The battle wa» foegbl^ 
enthe l5^bof July, fj^eir* 

l^ircb Denckern^. ot FeiHnghaiisen, ma village,. fiitt» 
ated 10 the pftbjitttiate o^ the Upper iUine, in^Gesv 
many. 

This bal|ie>. being the last in^ wbieh the Marqxds of 
Gpaiiby (a. naine rendered dean to bis: coimiry) during bis. 
eamjHUgAsX w^s* distingiusbed, we shaU add sucb> an ac* 
count of hi» life, as is a^orded by the scanty materials 
bitherto oiief ed lo the pobiic. 

Jo.if« Mann«r>s«, Maxqois of Gfai^v sen of Jk)ftm. 
Stukfiof Rtttland^i was^btxro January 5, 172 K His edu^ 
«aiioa was f9iv«ie but Uberali and eaitidilarly in a due 

jro!- 
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preparation for the profesiion to which he earfj Jesttae^ 
bimfeir. 

On the commencement of the rebellion, in ]74'5, and 
while only twenty-tour years of a^e, he raisefl a regiment 
of foot at his own expence, with a degree of public 
spirit, and attachment tolhe royal family, that meriiec^ 
and obtained the highest credit. Having advanced in 
the ordinary progresji of military routine, be was pro^ 
moted to the rank of major general in 1755, and three 
years after to that of heutenant genera). 
• In the year 1158, he wasi also made colonel of the 
Blues, and sent with the British forces to Germany, un* 
der Prince Ferdinand of Brunswick. In the vety next 
•year, having acquitted himself highly to the, satisfaction 
of the British court, he was noade commander «m^hief of 
the British force9, with the most decided approbation of 
the army. He had by this ttme evinced very considera- 
ble skill in military affairs, great valour, unbounded hu- 
nanity, and an open, affable disposition. 

The battle of Mtnden was the first in which the mar- 
' ^uis eminently distingui«faed himself ; the same in which 
Lord George Sackville, from an error in the comprehen'«> 
sion of his orders,, received a severe reproof. With a 
small body of infantry be forced the enemy's centre, 
consisting of strong squadrons of horse. The promise 
of this action was soon fulfiKed in that* of Warburg, in 
1760, and a variety of others, during the following 
campaign; and more particularly in thai of which we 
iiave just given an account. 

In 17€2, he was equally successful, during the whole\ 
•f the campaign, and signalised his valour with particu* 
lar force in the affiiirs of Grabesteen and Horobourg; 
Aftec thisy he setuuved to Englandj covered wilh laurels; 

and 



m\i th« eai9em t>tihe whcki ftrmy» b% weflas tbat of at^ 
Ibe German prhioes. He l»td a^ady. been admitted a^ 
member of tiie privfH^cMincil^ and received on his rc- 
titfD the peculiar apptttbatlon of the king. 

A seilfed melancholy had> howe^v, been perceived 
in his diipmition for MMQe time, pretiouft to hi^ retorffy 
ef the cause of whirh we have no 9atisfbett)ry in^rme* 
Uon. It hiMig over Kiiimr^ however, norwiibstanding his^ 
wish to conceal ifc» till: the year |it7©> w^ he lingered 
away, afiddied in the lil^twne of his father,, at the age 
of forly^nioe. U would be malter of pleastng^ specti!ii* 
lion, to ascertain ^hat could cai^e the despondency of 
such succestlul merit, and hafr ne4 been analtempted';; 
.iiu4« alas I the sources of those itnpnkes, which ofteiv 
direct the hiHnaa hearty sve ifflpervioos to<th0 multU 
lttde» and only ducovcpable bf tll<e sensible at'tendon 6( 
M close observer. The chafiacter of th^ Marquis of 
'Gmnby.haa bec» xmnei iU«pttDed. It was briiUanf and 
mceUent^ 



MAfTLB OF scmnn>KTm 

The King of Pruasi^v. having ventured tp qok^a^ stf ong^ 
ctanip, whieb he had at lhi» tim&neor SchwoLchiitd^ Vo 
.seek fofi provisions norer tov Ibe Oder, of- which his 
«#my stood 'an need ; and at the sane time drawing oJ9? 
4000 men from (he garrisoA of Schwsidnita^ for the ssife* 
ly of which. fortress he iva^ in no pain t as, being re* 
snoved only to a very small dt»taiiaa, ho was persuaded 
the enemy would aut be able to bosioge ik, without his 
feceiving timely aotice to*arnve to its r^iof. A eensi* 
deration whtcfaA.probBfa}]>v was woU founded^ had his roai» 
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je^ty been engaged with a general less capable iiiaty 
Laudohfci. .But as Laudohiv bacU through 4he wh«)le 
caivpaign, watched him wkh a roost dilrgent and pene- 
Jraling a&siduity, and bkherto had found no pan open 
and unguarded, he, i^itb a cpuilsge and sagacity pecu« 
liAt to himself*, seized the oppor^iHiity, aad resolved to 
.(Attack Sdiweldnita by a coup de roam. 

This was the most valuable place possessed by Ibe 
Prussians in Silesia* Its situation was centrical* it was 
strongly fortified, and his majesty had deposited here a 
.great quantity of artillery and military stores. Tlie 
• ] !(t of October, 1760^ at three in the morning, was or* 
clered for the execution of this enterpri:^. A select 
number of troops were ordered upon this service, who, 
. under caver of ^ thick fog, got under the walls, and 
even Qxed their scaling ladders in four different places 
J^fore they vyere discovered by the garrison; they 
scaled the walU ia each pbce at the same t\iiie. so that 
, the gar/tson fired a very few shots, and wercin a man- 
ner deprived of the use of their cannon. But whal 
completed their ruin was the explosion of a magaxine of 
powder in one of the outworks, occasioned by the fire of 
the small arms. By which about 300 Prussians, and as 
many Attstriftns, were blo^n^up, ^nd4he outworks fell 
.into the hands of the enemy, who, having nothing in 
their way« prepred to assault the body of the place, 
))urst open the gate, and after .firing a few shot, they got 
entire possession of the town 'by day-break; whereby 
Xieutenant-generai Zastrow, the governor, with about 
3000 men, were made prisoners at discretion, besidea 
the loss of a great quantity of meal, and a great number 
of cannon,, with the loss of no more than 600 Austrians, 
200 of whoip were blown up with the magazine.^ 

This 
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Tbfs nnforiunate and painful lo<» closes the actions of 
importance in the campaign of 176 1 . It was, however/ 
regained in that ensuing^ which once moreopened those 
brilliant prbspects to which we have been accustomed. 
OF these, however, we are -enabled to give but twoin- 
irtances, since the present section, already extended to 
too great length, roast decrease^ in interest^ in pro()ortion 
tB the want of those vicissitudes which are about to be 
brought to a close. 



BATTLE OF DOBELJ!^ JNJi SJEGE OP SCHiVEIVNITZ. 

The King of Pra»sia, deh'vered firem ibe Iftessians and 
Swedes» and restored <o his provinces, torn from him by 
Ihe.arms of Russia, was more at liberty to pursue bis 
measures against the other parties in the confederacy ; 
but .the stoppage of thes British subsidy made hiin hesi* 
late some lime in tlie execution of those measures.— 
However, when be found that he had nothing but him- 
self to trust to, be ordered bis brother Henry to taike the 
field in Saxony, against the imperialists, reinforced by 
^strong body oi Austrians. With this corps the piince 
ventured upon an action, on the i2th t>f May, 1762, 
and though it^ was not attended with any consequences, 
bis highness displayed bis masterly genius, by surprising 
the enemy's left wing at Dobein, beat up their quafters; 
and made them retreat with the loss of 200 men, som<§ 
cannon, and a considerable magazine, though the eiiemy 
were vastly superior in numbers. But the enemy hav* 
ing called. in their detachment^ they, in turn, gained se- 
veral petty advantages over the advanced posts of the 
i^rttssians by some trifling- akirmishes. 



In (he natnltme. bis Prassian ma^eitjF waited an €i|>- 
|K>rtttnily to attack Coattt Daao with advantage^ who 
grew DOW more cauticos tbaa eeeri skkoe the cMactioa 
of the Rttf siafu and Swedes, who were ceady on all <x> 
^ions to divide the fiMice, ami disiract the mtndiof the 

. victor* in case of a miscarriage in the Austrian ariny.-*- 
The campaign^ tm this side, was opened by forcing Ite 
advanced posts of the Auatriga right wing, wbich^piead 
terror and alarm throaghout their whqle aciay. Then 
lie laid si^e t« Schweidnitz, in defiance to Count 
J)aun. 

.His nrossian-JDajesty sat down be/are that city on the 
8tb of August, with a spirit of revenge, determined to 
aeeever that impoctattt iforlress iai alH advenlareSy wIhcH 
had been given up so unaccountably to the Auitriana. 
The only stratagem thai the ^nerny could devise, to 
diaw the king from ibis siegei was lo oblige him lo 
march to the aasistanee of the Prince of B^vera, who 
was pQ^M with a body, of Pratnansat Riecbenhack,^ 
For this purpose, M. Daua detached General laudohny 
with a saperior force, to attack the prince ; hat not 
with thai secrecy as to prevent his diving into his de- 

' sign. Which being noti/ied by the prince to the king, 
and his bigbness making a vigoroua stand, tfil the retn« 
foroement, his majesty tntned tt to the enemy's disad- 
vantage. For the king drew oflf no more of his army 
than cottld be spared in the coatinuation of the sfege> 
and with that draught he in penon fell» anexpectedly» 
upon (he. Austrian's flankii wh^lbey presumed too much 
on t!he success of the day 6ver the Prince of fievern, 
and, aft^r a short dispute, totally routed Laudobn, with 
the loas of 9400 men* 
M. Daun was so disappointed in tbis.deiign« chat bo 

took 
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look no othermeasares for the safety of SchwetdnHz; 
iTnd the garrison of this fortress having lost ail hopes 4>f 
relief, proposed to capitulate. But his Prussian majesty 
i/^ould giant no other terms than to surrender prisoners 
of war. Which being rejected with spirit by Coujot 
Guesco, the governor, vy ho declared he would defend 
the place to the last extremity^ the siege^was continued 
with great vigour, and a terrible fire on both sides, 
with doubtful success, till the 8th o( Octobefi when a 
considerable breach being made by the springing of a 
mine, that carried away part of the rampart, whitA th^ 
brave governor saw every thing prepared for sto^Biing» 
and. he not able to withstand the shock of so powerful 
an army,, commanded by such an able, ajid resolute 
prince, he immediately surrendered, with 9 garrison of 
10,300 men. 

The Austrians lost at this siege 2000 men killed f 
the Prussians allowed theirs to exceed 3000 killed* 



BATTLE OF FRIEDBURG. 

Prince Henry of Prussia, being reinforceii hy a strong- 
detachment from' the army of the king his brother, at* 
tacked on the morning of the 28th of October (1762)r 
the united armies of Austrians and Imperialists, under 
the command of Prince de Stolberg in the absence of 
General Haddick, who wasgone to Dresden. The ac- 
tioil lasted till two in the aflernoon, when the enemy 
was entirely routed, and obliged to quit the field of bat- 
tle, and the town of Friedburg, to the Rus^iaa^, who 
took, besides 5000 or 6000 prisoners, thirty pieces of 
cannon, and several colours and standardi. 

VOL. u. 2 1 , What 
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Wbftimadelhe cifcuimtances of ttiis battle, accorcf* 
ing to the abov^e acconnt, so much the mofe glorious , 
weref tlmt Prince Henry had witb Mn^ Okily a part of 
hit troopk; the corps unckH' General Hdlsen having 
only made movements to facilitate the operdtloii$ of hi^ 
royal highness, and the reinforcement tinder thi& command 
of Coutit de Neuwied, having got M farther since the 
day of battle than the iieighboitrhood of Cros^^nh^yen. 
The number of prisoners i/Vhich his royal highhess 
Prince Henry Of Frussta made at the battle of Fri^d- 
barg, OTer A ooibbmed atmy of Austrians and the troops 
^f the enfptre, commanded by the Prince d^ Stofberg^ 
consisted of I lieutenant-general, Bafdn de Rodt, 1 cO" 
lonel, 1 majot, 24 captains, 4l freatenants, 11 i^nsigns; 
and 4174 private men, besides 159 under-officers. Thte 
artillery taken, 27 pieces of cannon^ with ^ slandafcis 
andcoloufSk 

Friedlfisfg rs acity of Germany, in th^circte of Suabia, 
the capital of the territory of Bresgao, situated twenty- 
eight miles southfrom Strasburg, and twenty-eight mites 
north from Basil. 

Here then we end oar account of the principal bat- ^ 
ttes in the German war; a conflict in which that art 
appears to hav^ been carrtlid to its utmost stretch, and 
from which generals ihay fe^rn the necessary niovemehls 
^ in alttost eV^ry variety of sftdation or caprice of fortune. 
At no tffne (says an intelligent v^rlter) sinice ihe days 
df heroism) #erfr siteh^ nunibei^ destroy^, sd many 
loi9nitt> talM, sb mftty ^klrmlsdei fbught, siicli strata- 
l^eaia prAeti^; orsiteh intliepldily disCOveir^. Armies 
trere. By the Gerirtan* drsciplin6, considered* as com- 
posli&g one gre^rt machine, directed by oi^e cbmmahder^ 
and animaledby IT slnjjW Wiff. ifJevWhtdesis, (his splen- 
did 
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did career began to lire even the victors, and all parties 
seemed disposed- to listen to a pacification which had 
been long dictated by humanity. 

The British empire hdd been for a considerable pe- 
riod extending ilself beyond any ordinary bounds of 
conception, ahd seemed how in jr conditton to dictate 
fermsJo all the world; a negotiation was, however, 
began between Great Britain and'the Boorbbn courts^ 
which ended in» a definitive treaty February 10, 1763. 
The King of Prussia soon followed the example with 
the Empress Queen, and thus was ended this active 
and universal war. - 
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